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9 HE War with France being now 
r actuall 7 — N — of 
os it much want rits were ſent Eliaateck, 
K i out, dated at W: eſtminſter, Nev 4 _-m 
N 9 vil re. ber the 1oth, for a Parliament to 
meet there, on the 11th Yeo of 
anuary following, in the 5th Year of this Reign. kc. 
7 On the Day 7 their Meeting, the Queen, it I ry 8. 
ſeems, was again indiſpoſed (a); and therefore a- At Weſtminter, 
nother Writ of Prorogation was produced by the 
Lord Keeper and other Lords of the Council, and 
read, whereby this Parliament was prorogued only 
to the next Ys deing the. 22th of the fame. 
Month. 
On that Day the Pale and it ma 
not be amiſs to give the Form ofthe Queen's Provef. 
ſion to the House e (b). She rode that Morning from | 
her Palace, in great State, to Yeftminſfter Abbey; E 
accompany'd with all the Lords, Spiritual and 
Temporal. The Queen was clad in a Crimſon 


A 


Vor. IV. A Velyet 
(4) She was ater fick of 2 stych. | Com. Jour, 
(a) Stryp®s. Annals, . 228. See Dewwes's Junrnali, p. 38. cs 
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Velvet Robe, the Earl of Northumberland bearing. 
the Sword before her; all the Heralds at Arms in 


their rich Mantles, Trumpets blowing, c. The 


Biſhops, twenty-two in Number, riding in their 
Robes of et lined, and Hoods down. their 


Backs of Minever (c). The Queen lighted at our 


2 of Graces Caapel, and, with her noble and 
ſtately Retinue, went in at the North Door of the 
Abbey, where ſhe heard a Sermon preach'd by Dr 
Nowell, Dean of St Paul's; and then a Pſalm being 
ſung, ſhe and her honourable Company went out 
of the South Door, to the Parliament Chamber, 
and ſoon after to the Houſe. 

The Lord Keeper's Speech, andother initial Ce- 
remonies, are omitted in the Lords Journal, but are 
ſupplied in Sir Symonds Dewes's. Who tells us, that 


the Queen being preſent, and the Houſes met, the 


The Lord Keep- 
«r's Speech at O- 
pening the Seſ- 
fon, 


Lord Keeper, Bacon, by her Command, opened 
the Cauſe of the Summons in theſe Words : 


My Lords and others of this honourable Aſſembly, - 
C OU ſhall underſtand, that my moſt dread 
L and Sovereign Lady the Queen's Majeſty, 
© here preſent, hath commanded me to declare the 
Occaſion of this Aſſembly ; which I am not able 
8 Fo unmeet) to do, as it oughtto be done, among 
© ſuch a noble, wiſe and diſcreet Company. How- 
© beit, knowing the Experience ofher Majeſty, bear- 


ing with ſuch as do their good Wills, and your 


© Honours Patience, in bearing with me in the like 


| © afore this Time; it encourageth me the better 


$ herein, not doubting of the like at this preſent. 
Therefore, my Lords, the Occaſion is, that ne- 
« ceflary Matters be provided for, propounded and 
© ſcanned, and after agreed upon and ended, which 
c afterwards ſhall remain and continue; which 
« Matters, in my Judgment, may well be divided 
© into two Parts; one touching Religion, for the 
© ſetting forth of God's Honour and Glory; and 


i the other concerning Policy, for the Common- 


« wealth; 

(c) Beaver Skin. Minever, a Fr. G. Minuver, Minuvair, Pellit 
Muris cujujdam Pontici ad ſuffalcicndas Veſtes hibernas expetita, . 

t Skinner's Em. Did. 


i wealth; as well for Proviſion at home, as to pro- Queen 


© vide for the Foreign Enemy abroad: which ſaid 
Matters of Religion, may again be divided into 
© two Parts; for God's Cauſe being ſincerel 
© weighed, confider'd and followed, bringeth forth 
© good Succeſs in all affairs; and being not fol- 
© lowed, but neglected, and made light of, how 
© can any Thing proſper or take good Effect? 
© And the greater the Perſonages be which ſo abuſe 
© the ſame, the greater the Fault is, to the Damage 
© of the whole Cat ; forall Men's Eyes 
t be fixed on thoſe who be in Authority; for as 
© the Head is, even ſo is the Foot; and after the 
© Superior followeth the Inferior. For as. God's 
© Law itſelf is perfect, ſo there is no Imperfection 
therein, but that which cometh of ourſelves, 
© wherein I cannot excuſe either the Spiritualty or 
© Laity. For as the Preachers be not ſo diligent 
© in their Vocation of Preaching, as they ought to 
© be, even ſo we of the Laity be neither ſo diligent 
© in hearing, nor yet in doing, as we ſhould be. 
And thirdly, ſome of the Later, in not giving 
© Credit unto it, as it ought for to be. For as all 
© in Authority ought to be credited, and their Do- 
© ings taken in the beſt Part, yet I would wiſh the 
s _ ſhould continue no food than they do 
* well. | | 

And where at this preſent there is great Want 
© of Miniſters, and ſome of them that be, be much 
© inſufficient; which, conſidering the Time, are 
to be born withall, not doubting the Circumſpec- 


| © tion of the Biſhops, in well looking to the placing 


© of ſuch, which ſhall be appointed hereafter ; 
and thoſe which be, and will not be reformed, to 
© have ſharp Puniſhment. For as heretofore the 
© Diſcipline of the Church hath not been good; and 


| © again, that, the Miniſters thereof have been 
* flothiul; even fo for Want of the fame hath 


< ſprung two Enormities: The firſt is, that for lack 
* thereof, every Man liveth as he will, without 
* Fearz and ſecondly, many Ceremonies agreed 
upon, but the right Ornaments thereof are either 

A 2 © left 
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Elizabeth. © ]eft undone or forgotten. As in one Point, for 


© Want of Diſcipline it is that ſo few come to 
© Service, andthe Church ſounrepleniſh'd, notwith- 
© ſtanding that at the laſt Parliament, a Law was 
© made for good Order to be obſerved in the ſame; 
© but yet, as appeareth, not yet executed. There- 
© fore if it be too eaſy, let it be made ſharper, and 
© if already well, then ſee it executed. For the 
Want of Diſcipline cauſeth Obſtinacy, Contempt 
* and growing of Hereſy ; therefore better to be 
* winked at and unſpoken, than bruted abroad and 
© unperformed : Therefore, in mine Opinion, the 
© Device is good, that in every Dioceſe there be 
< Officers appointed and deviſed, as hath been 
© thou ood, to fit for the Redreſs of theſe and 
© ſuch like Errors, twice or thrice a year, till the 
© Faults be amended. In which well doing, the 
< Head-Officers are to be born withall, and main- 
© tained; and Laws to be made for the purpoſe: 
The chief Care of which ſaid former Matters 
< pertaineth to you, my Lords of the Spiritualty ; 
© wherein you muſt take Pains to travel, where- 
© unto be Laws to be joined ; not only for the more 
< perfeCtinig of the ſame, but for the Maintenance, 
© as well of the Heads as the Miniſters thereof. 
© Now to the ſecond Part, of Policy for the 
© Commonwealth; for as there be Faults for 
© Want of Diſcipline, ſo are there Faults in the 
© Imperfeftion, and Want of Execution, which 
Imperfection muſt be look'd unto ; and Want of 
© Laws which needeth to be provided for and made; 
© and to conſider, if there be not too many Laws 
© for one Thing, and thoſe ſo large and buſy, that 
neither the commons can underſtand the fame 
© nor yet well the Lawyer, which would be brought 
< into ſome briefer and better Order, and there ex- 
© ecuted. For which Purpoſe, it is neceſſary to 
© take care, to have good Miniſters thereof; and 
© fecondly, to baniſh all Fearfulneſs for proſecut- 
ing the ſame; and over and beſides, that to ap- 
« point proved Men to inquire of theſe Miniſters, 
© whereby they may have the better Regard to their 
« Duty : 


of ENGLAND. 
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ly 


Duty: For, even as the Viſitation of the Church Qren Mm 


is and was well appointed for the Church, ſo now . 
is the like to be appointed for the Temporalty, . 
For if the Laws be not well executed, my Part 
is not the leaſt thereof, which yearly I would be 
„glad to hear of. The third for the Enemy, as 
* well here bred e FX us, as abroad: For 


© whereas: the Queen's Majeſty at her Entrance 
© found this Realm in War with Foreign Power, 
© at which Time Lack - of Treaſure, Artillery, 
Force, and other Things, cauſed her to agree to 
© a Peace, althoug not the beſt, howbeit for our 
© Surety ſhe ſpared no Coſt. to bring it to paſs; 
5 which notwithſtanding, of later Time, certain 
© old. cankered Enemies of this Realm, attempted 
© to put in Execution to bring the Scots to the Go- 
© vernance of France, and ſo bein a firm Land to 
© ours, to have been our utter 5 which 


Danger the Queen foreſeeing, ſought by all 


Means, as well by her Emb rs as others, to 
© ſtay the Enterpriſe, but could not ; and therefore 
© helped her Neighbours of Scotland, and ſo diſap- 
pointed that Attempt; or eiſe afore this Time 
© doubt the Scottiſh Territories would have been 
© too little to have holden them, but that they 
* would have troubled us, not only at Berwick, but 
© at the Walls of Yor4; which Attempt, being by 
the Means of her Majeſty ſtayed and letted, the ſaid 
dent Enemies have attempted the ſame in France, 
© to the whole Diſturbance of all Chriſtendom, and 
all done for the Milchief of this Realm, joined 
* with adeviliſkh Conſpiracy within ourſelves, tend- 
© ing to the aiding of the Foreign Enemy; and by 
their own, Confeſſion to have raiſed a Rebellion 
© in this Realm: And for that by none of her 
* Grace's Travels ar Means, ſhe could there ſtay 
* their Enterpriſe, or make them agtee, ſhe was 
* forced the rather to ſtay N the Surety 
of this Realm, to the no little Charge of her Ma. 
* jeſty ; For in theſe Proceedings, and in repairr 
ing of theſe and other like Faults, I dare be bold 
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Gen Thaaleth. © to fay (for that I am thereof aſfur d) it hath coſt 
2. * herMiyefty as much as two of the beſt Subſidies, 
© which at any Time hath been within this Realm ; 
* and all at her own proper Charges, -without ei- 
© ther ſtraining of her Subjects, or having Aid of 
© them, towards the ſame. Howbeit ſhe yet think- 
eth it will ſpent; for often it chanceth, that 
© Money is better ſpent than ſpared ; as the com- 
mon Saying is, That a Penny is well ſpent which 
© afterwards ſaveth a Pound. And ſo in this, if 
that Money had not been fo ſpent, in ſtaying in 
Time their attempted Enterpriſes, it would af- 
© terwards have turned to no little Prejudice, nor 
© yet ſmall Charge of this Realm, And where 
* afore this Time Princes commonly have had ſome 
Vein or Delight to ſpend Treaſure upon for their 
© Pleaſure, which the Queen hath none, but onl. 
© for the Commonwealth and Surety thereof; ſo 
© that we may moſt juſtly and fortunately ſay to 
© her great Praiſe, that the relieving of the Realm's 
© Neceffities is our Prince's whole Delight: And 
< notwithſtandirig all the Disburſements of theſe 
© her great Charges, yet ſhe was (as I right well 
©know) very hardly brought to, and perſuaded to 
© call this Parliament, in which ſhe ſhould be dri- 
ven to require any Aid, or by any Means to 
charge her Subjects, if by any other Means it 
© might have been holpen ; and ſo her Majeſty 
© herſelf commanded” to be declared. And [ for 
* my Part, and fo do others very well know ; for 
© the Commons little think or conſider ' what a 
© Trouble Want is to her, whereby ſhe is forced 
© to,aſk of them, (which ſurely is againſt her Na- 
ture) but that ſhe is thereunto forced, for the 
© Surety of this Realm. | : 

And for that the Nether Houſe cannot, being 
©fo many together, but of Neceflity muſt have 
© one” to be a Mouth, Aider or Inſtructor unto 
© them, for the Opening of Matters, which is 
© called the Speaker; therefore go and aſſemble 
© yourſelves together and ele&t one, a diſcreet, 
'* wiſe, and learned Man, to be your Speaker, and 
| 2 Ig | © on 


to be declated, paſs my Capacity 


„ ENGLAND. 5 


t on Friday next the Queen's Majeſty appointeth Qeen — 
to repair hither again, for to receive the Preſent- 
ment of him accordingly.” 


On the 15th of January, the Commons came 
again before the Queen, and preſented Thomas Wil- yn Willi- 
liams, Eſq ; one of the Fellows of the Inner Tem- 8 ** 
ple, their Speaker elect; whoſe Excuſe for Inſuf- 
ficiency not being allow'd, he made a moſt elabo- 
rate _—_ on his Induction ; which, for the Ra- 
rity of the Stile, and other Incidents, is judged as 
worthy of a Place in this Hiſtory as the Lord 
Keeper's. | 

Moft Honourable, © 
c A ongh afore this Time the Place hath : 
HA been furniſhed with Orators, and therefore JÞ* Speaker; 
< their Matter entreated of worthily call'd an Ora- Election. 
tion: yet I now, void of any ſuch Knowledge, 
< require that Name may be left, and that it might 
© bear the Name of an Epiſtle with a Requeſt. 
© And for the better Underftanding thereof, I will 
< divide the Matter into three Parts; one for Time 
© paſt;'and the ſecond, Time preſent ; and tlie 
*. third, Time to come. But fearing to fall be- 


© tween two Mountains as to be counted either 
© ungrate, or 2 I know not what to 
'4 ſay; but yet ſeeing Savage Beaſts forget not 


them who do well unto them, as appeareth by 
5 the Story of a Lyon, out of whoſe Foot a certain 
© Man took a Thorn, which ſaid Perſon being af- 
© terwards caſt to the ſame Lyon to be devoured, 


' * the Lyon not forgetting, but remembering the 
former Kindneſs — 


unto him, would nat 
© devour him, but ever after followed the ſame 
© Man; even ſo, without too much Ingratitude, 
© can'T not let paſs your Majeſty's manifold Bene- 
© fits extended upon us; which although worthily 
now to ex- 


* preſs; yet think it Blaſphemy to ſuffer it clean 
© to be untouch'd, and therefore in ſome will 
© put'in remembrance the ſame ; which I will di- 
* vide intg two Parts, the one ſpiritual the other 
14366 | © tem poral. 


—— © temporal. For the firſt, when God planted your 


* 
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* Highneſs in this Place, you found it not fo fur- 
0 niſh's with Treaſure as other your mum war | 
© have, although if you had, yet dc caſions e 
to employ it; which notwithſtanding, you did 
© not take the Extremity of Penal Statutes, and 
v other Forfeitures, due unto you, but pardoned 
3 * all ſuch as in Time convenient requir'd it. Alſo 
* your Majeſty did vouchſafe to take upon you the 
Charge of both the States, as well Spiritual as 
© Temporal, and ſo purged this Church of all ill 
© Service, and placed therein Service to God's Ho- 
© nour. F urther, what great Plague and Dearth 
happened by ill Money this twenty Years laſt 


6 * paſt, which within one Year is brought of 
ur 


in, with little - Loſs of your Subjes? 

« ſty prevented alfo, as well the Attempt-in 
Scotland, made by your common Enemy chere, 
as now of late again in France; which otherwiſe, 
© if it had not been foreſeen, would have turned to 

© the no little Peril, and Loſs of this your Realm, 
and Subjects thereof. Alſo your Highneſs hath 
© been, Author of good Laws, as 2 „by 
' thoſe made, both of the laſt Parliament, 'and; by 
your other Proclamations ſince: Further, find- 
* ing this Realm at your Entrance in Wars, you 
6 brought it in Peace: al which 3 May. 
© ings have been a great Charge unto your Majeſty, 
5 —_—_ although the — of — Cms be 
pany > os et hath it hitherto only been done of your 

< awn Charge, as the laſt Day * the Lord | ond 
it was declared. And for — ak Part, and prin- 
cipal Point of all other, ; your Highneſs, hath 


brought and reſtored again God's Doctrine into 


© this Realm; for which your humble . Subjects 
< moſt heartily give Thanks to God, and you, by 
the Mouth of me their appointed Speaker. 

For the ſecond Point, being Time preſent ; 
© your: Majeſty is the Head, and the Body the 

$ Spiritualty and the Temporalty, which Body is 

f to be divided into three Eſtates, the Lords Seni 
ec and. the Leit Fei nd de Com- 


ay * Mons, 
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© mons, whoſe Mouth I am; which by no means Queen Elizabeths 
can proſper, the one without the other; for as any 3 
Eſtate divided cannot well continue, ſo in this; 
« and therefore ſay,” Noſcs teipſum, not minding to 
« ſpeak theſe Words only to you, but to the whole 
Body; for although the Head may lack a Mem- 
ber of the Body, and yet continue; yet ſo the 
Member cannot want the Head, nor yet the 
© Head the whole Body, but the Want of the one 
© of theſe laſt two ſh l be the Ruin of the other ; 
« and therefore of Neceflity, for the ſure Preſerva- 
tion of cu whole, it behoveth them 3 
together; for though your Highneſs be 
Raad. and therefote the ier Care why 5. 
to you, yet your Majeſty cannot throughl 
0 arels the ſame, without Knowledge of the 
© nor yet well underſtand: the whole State, — 
the other Parts of the body join with you, and 
c put to their helping Hands. I find in divers Hi- 
« ſtories great Commodities grow to Princes, by 
« ſearching out, not only the Wants of their Sub- 
< jects, but Knowledge of their Talk; whereb 
hey better both underſtand their own Faults, 
© the Flatterers they have about them; which Or- 
der the wiſe and prudent Marcus Aurelius uſed, 
and long Time reigned honourably. The noble 
Conqueror Alexander, in the Beginning of his 
Reign, uſed the ſame ; but. leaving that N 
and havin no Regard to his li „was deſtroy' d; 
yrhich like Example was — notable and 
16 2 Ar us Cæſar. And being en- 
r like Examples, and others, to 
6 — Abuſes uſed in this Realm, I will 
only ſpeak of three, being all thres notable Mon- 
ſters, Neceſſity, Ignorance, and Error. Necef- 
ſity is grown amongſt ourſelves, ſo chat no mah 
is contented with his Degree, though he hath 
never ſo much; but where ſhe is (as the Proverb 
-< faith) ſhe hath no Law; for how now be all 
Schools, Beneſices, and other like Rooms fur- 
niſhed, and yet thoſe for Schools ſo few, that I 
* ce fay a in England, 


© which, 
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—— before this Time have been. And if in 
wy School there had been but an hundred Scho- 
that had been ten thouſand ; ſo that 
—_ doubt whether there be ſo many learned 
© Men in England, as the Number wants of theſe 
Scholars. 
The ſecond Monſter is her Daughter Igno- 
< rance ; for want of ten thouſand Scholars, which 
< theſe Schools were the bringers up of, and want 
of good School-maſters, brin Ignorance ; 
© but the Occaſion of theſe two Monſters, is for 
Nr 
© ou gotten the as - 
tions, which is a Decay of — For by it 
< the Tree of Knowledge —— and 
not upwards, as it was meant and made for 3 
groweth thereby greatly to the Diſbonour 
+ both of God and this Commonwealth. _ 
© niverſities are decayed, — ER 
5 and others, without either e 
© for the poor Vicar hath but only twen 
© and the reſt, being no ſmall Sum, is _ 
Sate; and ſo no Preacher there, but the 


© therefore to ſee to it, and that Impropriations 
2 ee the Lawe _ 


as Pelagians, Libertines, Papiſts, and 
ſuch others, leaving God's Commandments, to 
'* follow: their own Traditions, Affections and 
-< Minds. But if the Papiſt be, as indeed he is, in 
Error, let us ſeek the Redreſs. thereof; for that 
4 the Poor and Ignorant be thereby abuſed. Until 
-< which Redreſs be had, nor your Realm, nei- 
ther at home nor ab ſhall ever be well ſerved 
* of ſuch People, which be ſo divided; and there- 
6 * fore ſpeedily look to it, and weed out this Wick- 
© edneſs and Error within theſe our Days, which 
* bd much- n e adays 5. for if your 


«* Godly 
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« Godly Proclamations were not ſo ſoon forgotten, 
they would be amended, In the Country I heard 
© tell, but ſince I came hither, walking in the 


Streets, I have heard oftentimes more Oaths than 


Words; a pitiful r for if the Ægyptians, 
by whoſe Laws the People loſt their Hands, and 
© amongſt the Barbarians loſt their Lives, for 


FH 
— 


© ſwearing, and eſpecially if it were a Lie: If it 


© were ſo puniſhed amongſt them, being Infidels, 
what ſhall there be no Puniſhment amongſt us 
< being Chriſtians ? Is Truth further from us pro- 
© feſling the Name of Chri/?, and being Chriſtians, 
< than from them being Infidels? But even as 
© Tantalus was plagued, ſo are we; for although 
be had Apples even hanging at His mouth, — 
could he not eat any of them; and having 
© a River of Water even as it were running by his 
Lips, yet could he not drink, but died for Hun- 
ger and Thirſt: Even fo are we plagued; for 
© having God's Word, and his Name ever in our 
£ Mouths, yet we live as Infidels, or as them that 
© are furtheſt from the ſame; and fo having e- 
© nough, there is Scarcity. And that we may a- 
void this Blaſj , and the other Mon 
your humble Subjects deſire your Highneſs to ſee 
© to the lamentable Eſtate of this Commonwealth, 
© and the Redreſs of the ſame. 

Having peruſed Times paſt and Times t, 
© let us go to, and well remember the Time to 
come. For Cato faith, a Thing well 
© ſhall be well ended; fo then followeth — af, 
© Beginning a good Ending. For that noble Cap- 
© tain Hannibal, environ'd with his Enemies, in a 
© ſtrange Country, ſounded his Trumpet to Coun- 
© cil, and thereby proſpered. - So your Maj 
© hath now called the Prelates, Nobles, and Com- 
© mons, to Council, for Surety of the Realm. We 
© now ſo therefore aſſembled, as diligent in our 
© Calling, have thought good to move your Ma- 
? jeſty, with the Aſſent of this Aﬀembly, to build 
© ſtrong Fort for the Surety of the Realm, to the 
? repulling of your Enemies abroad; — 
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. Queen Elizabeth. e be ſet upon firm Ground, and ſtedfaſt, having 


© two Gates, one commonly open, the other as a 
© Poſtern, with two Watchmen at either of them, 
© one Governor, one Lieutenant, four Soldiers, 
and no good Thing there wanting, The ſame 
© to be named, the Fear of God; the Governor 
© thereof to be God, your Majeſty the Lieute- 
© nant, the Stones the Hearts of faithful People, the 
two Watchmen at the open Gate to be call'd 
Knowledge and Virtue, the other two at the 
© Poſtern to be call'd Mercy and Truth ; all being 
Spiritual Miniſters. E 
This Fort is invincible, if every Man will fear 
© God; for all Governors reign and govern by the 
* two Watchmen, Knowledge and Virtue ; and 
«if you, being the Lieutenant, ſee Juſtice with 
Prudence her Siſter executed, you ſhall then 
© rightly uſe the Office of a Lieutenant; and for 
© ſuch as depart out of this Fort, let them be let out 
at the Poſtern by the two Watchmen, Mercy 
© and” Truth; and then you ſhall be well at home 
© and abroad The Charge of this Fort is yours, 
being Lieutenant. By * Juſtice your Place is 
* ſettled, whereunto Obedience ought to be taught 
© and done; which your Majeſty ought to look to. 
And fo now the Fear of God to be a ſure Fort, 
© the Subjects Hearts the Stones, Knowledge, Vir- 
© tue,” and Truth, the four Watchmen, 
God the Governor, and your Majeſty the Lieu- 
© tenant is well proved. Therefore to build up- 
© on this Fort, the Fear of God, is nothing lack 
© ing to a happy Life; for by God are all Princes 
© appointed. Who put down Saul? Who made 
David King, who fought only God's Glory and 
©'ſo proſpered ? As did Foſaphat, Fofias, and He- 
© zechias, and alſo Ahas, as long as they fought 
© God's Glory, proſpered ; but forgetting God, 
© were overthrown : Therefore firſt of all, and 
< continually vouchſafe to ſeek God's Glory, and 
© his true — and then you ſhall have this 
Fort well built, and by you well governed. 
Further I am to be a Suitor to your Majelly, 
«rf 3 that 
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t that when Matters of Importance ſhall ariſe, r 


© whereupon it ſhall be neceſſary to have your 
© Highneſs's Opinion, that then I may have free 
© Acceſs unto you for the ſame; and the like to the 
© Lords of the Upper Houſe. 

© Secondly, That in repairing from the Nether 
© Houſe to your Majeſty, or the Lords of the Up- 
< per Houſe, to declare their Meanings, and I miſ- 
© taking on uttering the ſame contrary to their 
Meaning, that then my Fault or Imbecility in 
« declaring thereof be not prejudicial to the Houſe, 
© but that I may again repair to them, the better to 
© underſtand their Meanings, and ſo they to reform 

© the ſame. 
© Thirdly, That the 2 of the Lower 
Houſe may have frank and free Liberties to ſpeak 
© their Minds, without any Controulment, Blame, 
© Grudge, Menaces or Diſpleaſure, according to 
© the old ancient Order. | 
— © Finally, That the old Privilege of the Houſe 
© be obſerved, which is, that they and theirs might 
© be at Liberty, frank and free, without Arreſt, 
© Moleſtation, Trouble, or other Damage to 
© their Bodies, Lands, Goods or Servants, with 
© all other their Liberties, during the Time of the 
© ſaid Parliament; whereby they may the better 
© attend, and do their Duty ; all which Privileges 
© I defire may be enrolled, as at other Times it 
© hath been accuſtom'd. 

And thus having been tedious unto you with 
© my Speech, void of Eloquence, I crave your 
Pardon, and defire your Majeſty to accept of 
my Heart and good Will, as well at this Time as 
© after; and I will pray as I am bounden, for your 
Honour long to reign over us.“ | 


We omit the Lord Keeper's Anſwer, being no- 
thing but what was common on ſuch Occaſions. 

It was now that the Oath of Supremacy was firſt 
taken by all the Members of both Houſes ; purſu- 
ant to an Act of Parliament made in the firſt Year 
of this Reign. 


The 
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Wren Elizabeth. = The Forurnals of the Lords begin with a Bill, fo 
_ the ordering and governing of the Queen's 
Majeſty's Garriſon of the Town of Berwick. This 
Frontier-Place being judged very neceſſary to 
be taken Care of at that Time. Another Bill 
paſſed the Houſe, alſo, for preventing Horſes and 
Geldings to be carried out of the Realm, into Scot- 
land, or elſewhere. 
Nothing farther, very material, happened in their 
Proceedings, till February the 20th, when a Bill for 
mm a Supply was ſent up by the Commons. 
t conſiſted of a Sub/idy, two Fifteenths and two 
| | Tenths ; which paſſed the Houſe of Lords on the 
A large Supply 23d. This Grant was the ſame as the former, ex- 
— cept that the Tax upon Goods was from three 
Pounds, when the former was from five. Cambden 
writes, that this large Supply was granted as a Com- 
pliment to the Queen, on the happy Turn of Af- 
fairs, at that Time (c). In Conſideration of her 
© having reformed the Faith; reſtored Peace to her 
Kingdoms; reſcued England and Scotland from 
<the common Enemy ; refined the Coin ; rebuilt 
© the Navy; provided Ammunition for Sea and 
Land; and in a Word, for the extraordinary 
© Care ſhe uſed in France, for the Security of its 
6 8 King, for the Safety of this Kingdom, and 
* her Endeavours to regain Calais. 
We find, by 1 — that the two Provinces 
of Canterbury and York ted each a Subſidy, this 
Time, which were confirmed by Parliament. 
On the 3d Day of March a Bill paſſed the 
Houſe of Lords, with ſome Proviſoes added thereto, 
by them, For the Aſſurance of the Queen's Majeſty's 
Royal Pawer, over all States and Subjects, within ber 
Deminions. This Act ftands the firit amongſt our 
printed 
(e) Cambden in Kennet, p. 591. 
Our Author proceeds to acquaint his Readers, That a Fif- 
teenth and a Tenth, is a certain Tax, in every City, Burrough and 
Town ; not upon every Man, in particular, but a general Sum, in 
Proportion to the Fifteenth of the computed Wealth of the reſpective 
Places. A Subſidy is what is impoſed on every fingle Perſcn, as they 
are aſſeſſed by Pole, according to the Value f their Goods and Lands, 


But, he adds, neither one nor other of theſe Taxes ate laid but by 
Act of Parliament. 
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printed Statutes of this Vear; — it was 2 
High Treaſon for any Man to aſſert three Times * 
© by Writing, Word or Deed, the Authority of 
© any foreign Prince, Prelate or State, in Spiritual 
Matters in England, or any other of the Queen's 
© Dominions. Or to refuſe the Oath of Supremacy 
© to the Queen in Matters Spiritual, or over Per- 
© ſons Eccleſiaſtical, after it had been twice tender- 
ed. Yet fo, as that they ſhould not fall under 
© an Attainder, nor forfeit their Goods and Chatels 
© nor that this Oath ſhould be exacted from any 
© Peer of the Realm, or any Perſon of eminent 
© Quality, whoſe Allegiance the Queen did not in 
© the leaſt queſtion ; nor, indeed, of any but ſuch 
© who were, had been, or ſhould be, in Holy Or- 
© ders; or did then bear, or ſhould bear, ſome Ec- 
© clefiaſtical Office. Or that, after Warning given, 
© ſhould refuſe to obſerve the Rights and Ceremo- 
©.nies of the Church of England; or ſhould diſ- 
© honour the ſame in Public, either by Word or 
© Deed; or ſhould celebrate or hear Maſs, c. 
To the Paſſing of this Bill there was only ſome 
ſmall Oppoſition ; the Catholic Biſhops being now 
removed, but one Lay-Lord, in the whole Houſe, 
had the Courage to ſpeak againſt it. This was 
Lord Viſcount Montague, mentioned before (e). 
In the Lower Houſe, one Mr. Atkinſon, a Student 
of the Inner-Temple, expreſſed the fame Zeal for 
the Catholic Cauſe. Their Speeches are publiſhed 
in Mr. Strype's Annals, &c. from the Manuſcript 
of the famous Martyrologiſt, Foxe ; and muſt find 
a Place, alſo, in theſe Enquires, with this Obſerva- 
tion of Strype's upon them, That the Plea of Con- 
© ſcience and gentle Uſage, toward ſuch as differ in 
© Judgment, are Arguments made uſe of now in the 
© Behalf of Papiſts; which were but of ſmall Avail, 
© in the laſt Reign, when they were in Power.“ 


Firſt Lord Montague. 


8 HE Prince or Commonwealth that will Lerd — 
© make a new Law, ought to conſider te CET 

z « AT three premacy.; 5 
(e) Sir Anthony Browne, advanced to the Peerage by Queen Mary, | 
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© three Things: The Fi#/, That the ſame Law 


be neceflary : The , Second,..'T hat it be juſt and 


« reaſonable : The Third, That it be poffible and 
s commodious;” apt and fit to be put in Execution. 
© Unto theſe three Qualities may be reduced all o- 


"© ther that are requiſite, to the End the Law ſhould 
be good. Now, it is to be ſeen, if theſe three 


< Qualities be in the I. aw, that certain do pretend, 
and would have to be made in this Parliament a- 
© painſt the Papiſts, as they call them, For the 


' © which preſuppoſe, that my Intent is not to per- 


© ſuade that the Religion which now is obſerved in 
England is either falſe or ſchiſmatical ; but to en- 


treat only, if it be good, that a Law be made, 


© whereby it ſhall be commanded, under Pain of 


Death, that the Papiſts, with Oath, - confeſs the 


Doctrine of the Proteſtants to be true and evange- 
< lical. As for the firſt, I ſay, That this Law that 
is pretended is not neceſſary; foraſmuch as the 


Catholicks of this Realm diſturb not, nor hinder 


< the publick Affairs of the Realm, neither Spiritual 
© nor Temporal. They diſpute not, they preach 


not, they diſobey not the Queen, they cauſe no 


Trouble nor Tumults among the People. So 
that no Man can ſay, that thereby the Realm 
< doth receive any Hurt or Damage by them. 
They have brought into the Realm no Novelties 
in Doctrine and Religion. | 

This being true and evident, as it is indeed, 


there is no Neceflity why any new Law ſhould 
- © be made againſt them. And where there is no 
- © Sore nor Grief, Medicines are ſuperfluous, and 


© alſo hurtful and dangerous. 

As concerning the ſecond, I ſay, That this Law 
© that is pretentled, is neither juſt nor reaſonable, 
© nor cannot be, nor deſerveth to be called, or have 
the Name of Law, when it is made. For it 
$ ſhall be contrary and repugnant unto all Laws of 
© Men, Natural and Civil. I meddle not with 
© God's Laws; for I have above faid, That in 


this Diſcourſe I do not pretend to entreat of the 


0 Verity 
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e Verity and Truth of Religion. But leaving that Queen Elizabeth. 
till Time fit and convenient, I do entreat, Whe- 
« ther it be juſt to make this penal Statute to force 


© the Subjects of this Realm to receive and believe 
© the Religion of the Proteſtants; upon Pain of 
© Death. This, I ſay, is a Thing moſt unjuſt; 
For that it is repugnant to the Law of Nature 
© and all Civil Laws. The Reaſon is; for that na- 
« turallyno Man can, or ought to be conſtrained, to 
© take for certain that that he holdeth to be uncer- 
« tain. , For this repugneth to the natural Liberty 
© of Man's Underſtanding: For Underſtanding 
© may be perſuaded, but not forced. | 

The Doctrine of the Proteſtants doth repugn 
© unto all the Eccleſiaſtical State of England that 
« were preſent at the laſt Parliament; and holdeth 
Contradiction with all. Provinces of Chriſtendom. 
© It repugneth to all the Doctrine of all the Parlia- 
ments paſt, and all general Councils. With theſe 
« Contradictions there is no Proteſtant, if he be a 
© Manof any Underſtanding or Judgment; but will 
© confeſs that it is doubtful and uncertain ; ſeeing 
© thatof thoſe Things that appear not to our Senſes, 
© there ariſeth no Doubt nor Uncertainty, but of the 
Opinions of Men. And if he will ſay tis the Ca- 
© tholick Doctrine; therefore the Queſtion is, How 


' © this Word can be underſtood? which is the 
Work of Underſtanding, and is reduced arid 


© brought to Opinions. And when there be man 

< Opinions of the one Side and the other, it is 
© Reaſon, that the Thing be doubtful,, till all O- 
1 1 come to one: And that there be one 
Faith, one God, and one Trinity. 
Now, to turn to my Purpoſe, I ſay; That 
© ſince the Doctrine of Proteſtants is ſo uncertain, 
C (ning to call it falſe) there is no Reaſon nor 
* Juſtice, that doth permit or ſuffer, that Men 
* ſhould: be forced to take It for certain, true and 
* ſure, and affirm the ſame. It is ſufficient, and 
enough for Proteſtants to keep Poſſeſſion of the 
Churches, and Na Dee to preach and ex- 


Vol. IV. communicate, 
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Queen Elizabeth, communicate, not to ſeek to force and ſtrain Men 


1552. 


©'Statute ſhoul | 
© to be put ig Execution: I ſay, That on what is 
| * 


* to do or believe by Compulſion what they be- 
© lieve. not; and nat to ſwear, and to make God 
© Witneſs of their Lie ——— _ 


Mr. S:xype obſerves, hereupon, by the Way, 
hew much this Bill is (whether wilfully or i 
rantly) repreſented by this Peer. For the Oath 
therein required to be taken, is not to ſwear to the 
Truth of the Proteſtant Religion, and the Doc- 


trine thereof, (ner is there the leaſt Mention made 


of Religion in the whole AR) but only that no 
foreign Biſhop {ehicfly meaning the Biſhop of 
Rome) hath any Power or Authority in the 
Queen's Realms and Dommions. Nor was this 
Qath to be impoſed upon all the Queen's Bubjects 
univerſally; but only fueh as ſhould enter into 
Holy Orders, or took any eminent Places and 
Offices upon them; which if they declined to do, 
and 1 in the Government, no ſuch 
Oath was required of them. And there is an 
expreſs Proviſo, that none ſhall be compelled to 
take it, but fome Ecclefiaſtical Perſons, that gave 
juſt Grounds of Jealouſy to the State. - And be- 
fides, this Act was found neceflary for the Secu- 
rity of the Queen and her Government, (which 
was at this Time in no ſmall Danger) as the 
Titthe of the Act ran, For the Afurante of the 
Queen's Power over all her States and Subjects: 
And the Preamble _ the Act mentioned i of 

by reaſon of the Fauters of the ufurped Power 
Bf the Fer; Sl at this + 4 grown to marvel- 
tous Outrage and licentions Boldneſs —— — After 
this Caution he goes on with this Lord's Speech. 


© It is enough for them, [the Prateſtants] and 


.c . miph 
Fd 5m od een that there is 


ediment or Let made by the Catholicks, 


« but that they may perſuade the People ſo much as 


they liſt; and teach and preach their Doctrine. 
© As wuching the Third, that is, Whether this 
be poſſible, meet and convenient, 


"of 
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© (aid in the ſecond Chapter of Fu/tice, dependeth Queen 


© and is contained the Underſtanding of this Third, 
© touching the Commodity and Poſſibility. For it 
js an eaſy Thing to underſtand, that a Wy Fo 
© unjuſtly, and ſo contrary to all Reaſon and Li- 
© berty of Many cannot be put in Execution,. but 
with great Incommodity and Difficulty. For 
* what Man is there ſo without Courage and Sto- 
© mach, or void of all Honour, that can conſent or 
© agree to receive an Opinion and new Religion by 
0 Force and Compulſion; or will ſwear, that he 
© thinketh the contrary to that he thinketh. To 
© beftill and diſſemble may be born and ſuffered for 
a Time; to keep his Reckoning with God alone; 
< but to be compelled to lie and to ſwear, or elſe to 
© die therefore, are Things that no Man ought to 
© ſuffer and endure. And it is to be feared, rather 
© than to die, they will ſeek how to defend them- 
© ſelves: Whereby ſhould enſue the contrary of what 
© every good Prince and well-adviſed Common- 
6 ought to ſeek and pretend, that is, to keep 
© their Kingdom and Government in Peace. 
80 that this Law and Statute that is pretended, 
© ſince” it is not neceſſary for Men, without they 


leave Quietneſs and Peace; nor juſt and reaſon- 


© able, ſeeing it forceth Men to hold for certain and 
© true that they ſhould hold for doubtful and falſe ; 
© and being incommodious and impoſſible to be put 
© in Execution, for the Alterations that may enſue 
© of great Unjuſtice ; I conclude, that by no Means 
© any ſuch Law ought to be made and enacted. 
And becauſe ſome ſaid, This need not be fear- 
ed, nor ought any thing to be a Stop; becauſe the 
0 gon Part of the Aſſembly of the Lords and 
© the Higher Houſe, was of the Mind and Opinion, 
that the Law ought to be made, including in the 
« fame Aſſembly the Biſhop#*that : re twenty-five : 
«I anſwer, That they neither can, nor ought to 
* have to do in this Matter, becauſe they are as 
Party. and therefore cannot be Judges. And 
that they have Party, and have Intereft in this 
Matter, it cannot be denied; ſince, ip/o facto, they 
| B3 © have 
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Wer Elizabeth, © haye diſpoſſeſſed the Catholick Biſhops of their 
0 


T Churches, under this Occaſion and Colour, to 

© bring into the Realm better Doctrine. Beſides all 
© this, neither the Law nor the Goſpel, nor other 
© Civil Law doth ſuffer Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, to 
© have more than the Judgment and Examination 
© of the Doctrine and Excommunications. And, 
© according to this, it belongeth not to the Biſhops, 


+ but only to declare and e 


© of the Papiſts, to be falſe, as they have done ; 
© to excommunicate ſuch as follow the ſame. 7 


appoint afterward the Temporal Penalties of 


* Confiſcation, Baniſhment or Death; this apper- 
© taineth not to them, but to the Secular Judge ; 
* who, according to the Neceſſity of the Common- 


© wealth, for Peace and Quietneſs of the ſame, 
© may execute and proceed againſt ſome excommu- 


© nicate Perſons with more or leſs Rigour after, as 


1 he ſhall think 


© It ſhall be alſo very juſt, reaſonable and conve- 


; © nient for the Service of the Queen, that the Lords 


© of the Realm alone, without the Biſhops, do con- 
C ſider, if it be meet and convenient for the Wealth 
of the Realm, to make this Statute and Law ſo 


© rigorous ; or whether that that is made already 


© be wy ape or whether it be meet and conve- 

t nient (to take away all Inconveniences and Da- 

© mages that may ariſe of thoſe Diverſities and No- 

© velties in Religion) to command the Biſhops all, 

C Sf. ang by yan as Proteſtants, to find the Means 

the Matter (afore diſputed here) within the 

or in the general Council. The which 

; ſeemeth ſhould be yt more . more ſure, 
© and more convenient. 


And, furthermore, nce it belongeth to the 


* ſaid Lords, not to endanger their Lives and Goods, 


if any War {hould happen within the Realm, or 
+ with their Neig hbours ; let them therEfare take 
© good Heed, — not ſuffer themſelves to be led 


by ſuch Men that are full of Affection and Paſ- 
toons, and that loak to wax mighty, hy + 


gy * * 
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«by the Confiſcation, Spoil and Ruin of the Queen Elizabeth, 
«© Houſes of noble and ancient Men,” | 1563. 
To this Speech made in the Houſe of Lords, We 
ſhall ſubjoin another Oration in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, againſt the ſaid Bill of the Oath of Supremacy 
by Mr Atkinſon, aforeſaid, ſpoken the 10th Day of 
arch; but it is not mentioned in the Journals. 

Right Honourable, ; 
6 V U have heard the Effect of this Bill, con- Mr Atkinfon's 
6 taining in itſelf, that all thoſe that ſhall by Speech againſt 
« any open Act, maintain any foreign Juriſdiction, dme. 


© or ſhall refuſe the Oath, which is likewiſe for the 
« aboliſhing of all foreign Power; that ſuch Of- 
« fenders ſhall, for the firſt Offence, incur the Dan- 
ger of Premunire ; and if they eftſones refuſe again, 
then to be judged as in Cafe of High Treaſon, 


Whether any foreign Power be lawful to be re- 


© ceived within this Realm, or whether in Conſci- 


© ence a Man ought᷑ to take this Oath, that Matter 


EY ſe not now to diſpute; for that is alread 
0 2 2 of Queſtion by Conſent of the — 
Realm, in High Court of Parliament, in the firſt 
Vear of the Reign of our Sovereign Lady that 
© now is ; againſt which it ſhall not become me to 
6 ne — ——— „whether — awces Span 
< mitted againſt that Statute be ſo ly to de pu- 
© niſhed as this Bill here required, that 7 the Que- 
© ſtion that we now have in Hand. Wherein I 
think that the Punifhment already deviſed is ſuffi- 
© cient ; that the Puniſhment limited in this Bill is 
* too rigorous ; and that though this Act went for- 
ward, yet no Benefit could thereof grow to the 
Commonwealth. | 

lf the Offence were Treaſon, as it was ſaid 
* this other Day, in the Houſe, that is was; and 
that the Offenders therein were Traytors even by 
* the common Laws of the Realm, as Men that 
* ſought to take the Crown from the King, and 
© give it the Pope, then would I think no Puniſh- 
ment too little for it: And Pity it were, that e- 
| B 3 yen 
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——_— © yen for the firſt Offence it was not made Death. 


© fence being not ſo great, the Puniſhment _— 


© the Sacred Majeſty of a 


* Howbeit, if it may be proved unto you, that the 
Maintenance of Foreign Juriſdiction was not b 

© the Laws ever accounted: Treaſon ; then 1 1 
there will no good Man think, but that the Of- 


© not to be ſo great neither. I would agree, That 
© the ancient Writers of the Law, as both Bratton 
© and Briton have, in their Writings, called the 
© King God's Vicar in Earth: And ſo J aſſent to 
that that Skipwith faith, That there is the Deanry 
© of Pickering in Ireland belonging to the Archbi- 
© ſhop of Deviling, [i. e. Dublin] and that it is of 


© this Condition, That if an Engliſhmax be made 


© Archbiſhop, that then he ſhall have the Deanry as 
his free Chapel; and if an [r:;man, then the 
© King. His Reaſon is, Quia Reges ſacro Oleo uncti 
© Spirnualis Forint Fe capaces, i. e,. Becauſe 

Ing anointed with N 
< Oil, hath ery N Spiritual Juriſdiction. | 
© likewiſe agree to the Saying of Brian, where he 
© faith, Fhat a great Doctor of Law once told 


him, That a Prieſt, by Preſcription, might be im- 


< pleaded in the King's Temporal Court, Quia Rex 
C E mixta ex Sacerdotibus & Laces : 1. e. 
& Becauſe the Perſon of a King is mixt of Prieſt- 
© hood and Laity. i 

© Of all which. we may gather, That by the 
© Common Laws the King may have the 'Tem- 
+ poral Profits of a Spiritual Promotion, and alſo 
© implead a Spiritual Perſon. in his Temporal Court. 
All which, notwithſtanding, I am ſure go. Autho- 
© rity, can be ſhewed to prove, that the affirming 
* that the Pope ought to have Juriſdictign in theſe 
© or other like Matters, or that the Iuriſdiction of 


them ought.not to appertain to the King, was ne- 
© ver yet accompted I reaſon. 


And therefore ſuppoſe that the King had brought 
© a Quare Impeditagainſt a Spiritual Perſan, (which 
© is a Plea merely Temporal, determinable in the 
© Temporal Court) and that the Spiritual Perſon 


© had thought to appeal to Rame in ry of the 
| | u 


gment ; 
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Judgment; had this been Treaſon ? Nay, ſure- Queen Elizabeth, 


5 jy, though without ſome open Act ſhewing the 
s * it was never yet taken to be Treaſon; nor 
was it ever yet ſeen, that a Man in ſuch a Caſe 
£ was bound to diſeoyer his Conſcience upon his 
s Oath. But to go further, ſuppoſe he had expreſ- 
© ly ſaid before Witneſs, that he would appeal to 
© Rome z nay, ſuppoſe he had appealed to Rome in- 
< deed; had this been Treaſon ? Nay, it was never 


yet but Premunire; and not Premunire neither, 


till the Statute of the 27th of Edward the Third 
5 made it ſo, But was this an Offence againſt the 
King's Crown and Dignity ? But ſo are many 
© Offences that are not Treaſon ; and are not, as he 
« ſaid, Crimina laſe Majeſlatis, but Crimina mi- 
6 nuts Majeftdtis. BO.” ER. 

© If then to r the Pope ought to have 
* Juriſdiftion in a Temporal Matter, were not 
«* Treafon ; much leſs were it Treaſon to affirm the 
< ſame in Spiritual Matters: As to ſay, that the 
Conſeeration of Archbiſhops belonged to him, or 
5 that the Order of Service and Sacraments ought 
© to be directed by the dee Apoſtolick, What the 
Judges have fajd in our Law in the Behalf of the 
Pope, that ſpare I here for Duty's Sake to ſpeak 
S of. I am ſure it was mare than I have hitherto 
« faid: And yet were they, I believe, as ſkillful in 
© knowing what Treaſon was, and as loth to offend 


* therein, as was the Gentleman that went about . 


with fo 1 to prove it Treaſon; nor 
I doubt got, but even at thoſe Times when Princes 
« ſuffered this Offerice ts. remain unpuniſhed, and 
© when the Subjects offended in it, that yet they had 
* as great a Care to maintain the Ro Dignity of 
© the Crown; and were otherwiſe as void of traite- 
© rous Hearts, as thoſe that think themſelves beſt 
* FubjeQts. (7 A, ek 

And therefore we read, that in the Time of 
5 Edward: the Firſt, the Pope willed the King to 
© take Peace with Scotland, and he made him An- 
* ſwer, That touching his Teniporalities, he knew no 
Peer in his Realm, And the like Letters was ſent 
; B 4 © in 


1562, 


24 . 
rt 


- © ſhall find that all the Lords, both Spiritual and 
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© in the Time of Henry the Sixth; and Humfrey, 
then Duke of Glauceſter, hurled them in the Fire. 
© And, whoſoever readeth the Statute of Premunire 
© made in the 16th Year of Richard the Second, 


© Temporal, ſaid, That they would ſtick with the 
* King in the Maintenance of his Crown and Digni- 
© ty. And they were therefore ſeverally examined 
* to the Intent that their Opinion might be known. 
© Tf then it hath been proved, that that Offence hath 
t not been Treaſon, nor that the Offenders therein 
© have not otherwiſe born traiterous Hearts ; I truſt, 
© that the Offence being not ſo great, you will not 
< without Cauſe go about to encreaſe the Puniſh- 
© ment. | 
Let us therefore never go about to aggrieve the 
Matter, or make it worſe than it is; but let us 
< conſider it in ſuch Sort, as it is indeed; that is, an 
« Offence in Religion, and an Offence againſt the 
£ Statute made jn the firſt Year of the Queen's Ma- 
£ jeſty. And then, whether ſuch an Offence he to 
2 a puniſhed by Death, either ſor the Preſervation 
© of the Common Peace, or elſe by the expreſs 
* Laws of God, that Matter falleth further in Con- 
£ ſultation, | 
© As for the Scripture, I muſt confeſs myſelf ig- 

© norant in them, as the Thing that is not my Pro- 
« feflion, nor in which I have — exerciſed: Vet 
© thus much have I heard the Preachers ſay, that 
< are now, That though, in the old Law, Idolatry 
< was puniſhed with Death; yet ſince the Coming 
+ of Chriſt (who came to win the World by Peace 
* and Put up the Sword,) the greateſt Puniſh- 
4 ment that hath been taught by the Apoſtles in caſe 
+ of Religion, hath been by Excommunication. 
For Religion, they ſay, mult fink in by Perſuaſi- 
* on; it cannot he preſſed in by Violence, And 
4 — re th Du $a of the Six 8 
that was made the 31ſt of King Henry the Eighth, 
* The Whip with — Six Lake. And as — 
Dealings in Queen Marys Days, they much miſ- 
* liked them; calling the Riſhops Blood fuckers, and 
| bade 


KC. oF ENGLAND. i 25 
bade Nie on theſe Tormenters, that delighted in no- gu —— 
* thing elſe but in the Death 4 Innocents ; that threa- — 
« tened the whole Realm with their Fire and Faggots; 
© Murtherers ; that they were worſe than Cai- 
« aphas, worſe than Judas, worſe than the Traytors 
that put Chriſt ts Death. And that with ſuch 
« Vehemency and Stomach, as I aſſure you I mar- 
« vel, how it can poſſibly come to paſs, that the 
£ ſhould now deſire to eſtabliſh that as a Law, which — 
they thought then ſo far unlawful, I 
« And indeed many a Solemn Clerk and Holy 
© Father hath there been in the Church, that have 
much miſliked that cruel Handling; and have 
* wiſhed rather the Opinions of the Men tobe taken 
* away than the Men themſelves; and would have 
© them convinced Magis Verbo quam Vi, i. e. Ra- 
ther by the Word than by the Sword. Howbeit, 
© what was the Cauſe, why in all Chriſtian Realms 
« Offenders in Religion were puniſhed by Death: 
And further, how far the Puniſhment that is here 
© deviſed, exceedeth that in Rigour and Cruelty : 
And laſtly, how Offenders in this caſe of Religi- 
gon ought not to be puniſhed by the one, nor by 
the other; that Matter ſhall I make fo plain and 
© ſo evident unto you, that I truſt no charitable 
Man will conſent to the paſſing of this Bill. 
* Firſt, As for Excommunication, that was thought 
© ſo eaſy a Puniſhment, that it was the Thing that 
© they gladly would have wiſhed for. For what 
© could pleaſe them better that had already forſaken 
© thetrue Faith, than to be puniſhed from the Com- 
© pany of all thoſe that believe otherwiſe than them - 
© ſelves? Therefore was Fining and Ranſoming 
« deviſed againſt the Manichees, But that would 
not ſerve; for either had they nothing to loſe, or 
* elſe were willing to loſe that they had. Then 
© was it further deviſed and enacted, That they 
* ſhould be impriſoned. But Impriſonment wauld 
not help neither. For the Number of them was 
* ſuch as the Priſons could not hold them; and the 
Keepers many Times were corrupted. Then was 
Baniſhment deviſed ; but that was worſt of all o- 
| 6 ther, 


Elizabeth, 
— 
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ther. For then would they, by their Letters, 
© openly defame — whom, for their Naugh- 
< tineſs they had received any And fur- 
ther, not keeping their Conſcience to themſelves, 
© ceaſed not by preaching in Woods and Cellars, by 
dealing in — ſeditious Books of 
© their own making, keeping of Midnight-Lectures, 
making of Enterludes and Ballads, to allure other 

© filly Souls to their Naughtineſs ; fo far forth that 
© if better Remedy had not been provided, this Can- 
| © ker would have crept over the whole Body of 
© Chriflendom. Nor were they ſo contented nei- 
© ther, but fell to open Voilence, as robbing and 
© ſpoiling of Churches, and taking other Mens 
1 from them. Inſomuch that the Stories of 
© the Church make mention, That when the Aa- 
© cedonzans and the Catholicks ſhould come _ the 
Deputy of Philippus, for hearing of their Contro- 
* verly ; and that the Throng was great, the Mace- 
© dontans fell in Hand with them, and ſaid, That 
© by the Number of them it ſhould ſeem rather 
that they came to fight with them than to diſ- 
pute; and therewith drew their Weapons upon 
© them, and ſlew them to the Number of three 
* thouſand, For which Violence of theirs, it was 
* ordained, by Conſent through Chriflendom, That 
Violence ſhould be offered them again. And 


* their Offence for common Quietneſs Sake, and for 


© the Peace of the Church, puniſhed in this Sort: 
That is to ſay, That if it were by open Witneſs 
© proved, that any had offended, that yet he might 
F abjure for the firſt Offence, if he wauld ; and 
+ upon Penance and Repentance made, be received 
© into the Church again. But if he eftſones fell in 
1 then he ſhould be left to the Secular 
© Hands. = * 5 
+ Which Puniſhment, as it was, 288 
* more eaſy, than that which is here deviſed. For 
F there you ſee, unleſs he had been convinced by 
© Witneſs for ſome Fact done, he was with- 
out Danger of the Law. But here, though he 
? intended to live under a Law, and keep 17 Con- 
_ 6 ſcience 
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ſſtience to himſelf, yet will we grope him, and ſee Queen Elizabeth, 

WV bat fecretly lieth in his Breaft : And to the In- 4562. 

tent he ſhall not dally with us, we offer him an 

5 Oath, which many a Man ſhall take that under- 

$ ſtandeth not what it meaneth. There you fee 

© the firſt Offence was not puniſhed ; but he had 

== *« Leiſure to bethink him and mend. But here the 

very firſt Offence is puniſhed ; and by what Pu- 

niſhment? Forſooth, by Judgment of Premunire, 

© which is Loſs of Lands and Goods, his Body in 

* Priſon at the Queen's Will and Pleafure ; and 

6 = he is in no great Surety of his Life neither. 

s For if any Man, upon Diſpleaſure, ſhould kill 

c him, his F riends might well lament his Death, 

but they could not puniſh it. For a Man at- 

t tainted in Premunire, is perdie out af the Protecti- 

4 5 on of the King, and of the Laws. Yea, and be- 

Y c ſides all this, not a Man dare give him his Alms, 

3 5 left he ſhould be an Aider and Maintainer within 

© the Compaſs of this Statute (a.) 
© Therefore, methinks, the Law was a great 

deal better, and ſurely much more profitable for 

* the Commonwealth, that was made in the firſt 

Fear of the Queen's Majeſty. For there we fee 

the firſt Offence is not ſo _ grievouſly puniſhed. 

And if every Feelefiaſticat Perſon, every Judge 

and other Officer, every one that is of the Queen's 

5 Fee, every Man that ſhall ſue Livery, all Scholars 

© that are in the Univerſity, be ſworn, (as they muſt 

be by the fame Statute) what Miſchief can there 

© be wrought, but it ſhall be eſpied and quenched ? 

© Is it not, think you, an eaſter Way to win Men 

(for win them we muſt,-if we ſhall do well) to 

© leave -a Gap for him open to Promotion, if he 

© embrace theſe Proceedings, than, if he refuſe 

© them, to take that he hath from him ? Is it not 

s — — Puniſhment for him, that no Man 

6 „ by his Wit and Learning, ſo long as he con- 

s — Opinion, bear any Ofkce, or have 

Z 6 any — 
Proviſo in this 8 inſt this Conſequence of 
—— there is ES former, Strype. 
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6 perience. For in the · Bill of conveying over of 
© periency. F n 
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Queen Elizabeth. any Countenance in this Commonwealth ? 


* What Better Proof can you have of the Good- 
© neſs of the Law, that you ſee, ſince that Time, 
* no great Breach of the Law; no ſeditious Con- 
6 gregations, no Tumult, but the Common Peace 
© well kept. and every Man liveth under a Law 
* without Diſturbance of the Queen's Proceedings? 
5 So that that Puniſhment being ſufficient, it is in 
* yain to defire a greater to keep them under. 

Let us follow the Example of the Queen's Ma- 
* jeſty ; whoſe Gracious Highneſs hath with ſuch 
© Clemency ruled us, and ſo tempered her Juſtice 
© with Mercy, as I ween never Prince ſince the 
© Conqueſt (I ſpeak it without Flattery) . hath for 
© the Time reigned over us in a quieter Peace, with 
more Love and leſs Exaction. The Honour be 
5 to her gracious Majeſty, and thoſe good Counſel- 
0 — — Je in Hand. *y 

© But, to go on; ſuppoſe it were paſſed for a 
© Law, what great Good could we reckon ſhould 
grow to the Commonwealth by it? You will 
+ ſay, a Sort of ſtubborn Papiſts ſhould be rid out of 


© the Way; who, if they lived, would be Caufers 


6 of Sedition; and ition muſt needs be the 
< Cauſe of Deſolation. Surely, if the whole Num · 


ber, that think againſt the Oath in their Con- 


© ſcience, ſhould refuſe the Oath, and for the Of- 
$ fence be executed: the Realm could not chuſe but 
be much weakened, and a great deal the leſs able 
to deſend itſelf, We may partly ſee it by the U- 
© niverſities, that what with the one Side and the 
$* other, hath been ſo ſhaken far Religion, that 
Learning is almoſt quite decayed in them. And if 
© Proviſion be not made, all like to came to a bar- 


4 


«© But ſuppoſe that the greateſt Part will re- 
« fuſe the Oath MT 

© will upon the taking of it change their Conſei- 
< ences ? Nay, many a falſe Shrew there is, that 
© will lay his Hand to the Book, when his Heart 
© ſhall be far off. Of this hath this Houſe full Ex- 


5 
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"IF « Hotfes, there was a Clauſe, that whoſoever would Queen Elizabeth. 
| «-ſwear that it was for his neceſſary Travel, it was #7562. 

< lawful. And becauſe Men ſticked not at ſuch a 
F rifle to forſwear themſelves, that Clauſe was re- 
© pealed. And upon like Conſideration, by the 
© orave Advice of this Houſe, was the Oath left out 
of the Subſidy-Book. If Men for ſuch Trifles 
c will forſwear themſelves, it cannot chuſe but be 

_ © perillous, when their Goods, Lands, Liberties and 

Lives, ſhall depend upon it. And namely upon 
© a Matter, whereof for the moſt Part they have no 
Knowledge; but all one to them, whether it be 
© ſo, or otherwiſe, . And fo proteſting that to be 
in their Conſciences, whereof they ſtand in Doubt, 
they ſhall wilfully forſwear themſelves. 
© And if Men were ſeditious before, now will 
6 — become ten Times more ſeditious. Neither 
+ ſhall the Queen's Majeſty be ever a whit the Surer, 
< which is the Title, and as it ſhould ſeem the only 
Meaning of this Bill. For if any were rebellious 
© before, now will his Heart become more rebelli- 
* qus; for that he is enforced to Perjury: And 
that Miſchief will ſecretly keep in his Mind, and 
£ ſhew it then, when he thinketh it will do moſt 
Harm. Or elſe, if he be not thus wickedly diſ- 
* poſed, then will he linger on in Deſpair, and with 
Violence at the laſt ſeek to deſtroy himſelf, which 
were too lamentable to hear of: And we the 
«© Cauſe of all this Miſchief. N 
Let us therefore, for the Honour of God, leave 
* all Malice, and notwithſtanding Religion, let us 
© love together. For it is no Point of Religion 

bone to hate another. Let us make an End o 

© £< Diviſion, for fear leſt our Enemies, who are 
©* mighty, and now in the Field, might, peradven- 

ture, finding us at Diſſention among ourſelves, 

© the eaſilier vanquiſh us. Whereas, if we can a- 

by — and love together, there ſhall be no Doubt, 
but we ſhall put them now to the worſt, whom 
© we have often vanquiſhed before. Let us do as 

* the good Mother did before Solomon, who when 

* the had Contention before the wiſe King for her 
LIST l * own 


* 
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— 5 own Child with the common Harlot, and that 
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* the Matter went ſo hard, that he could not tell to 
© whom to give it, but thought to divide it ; the ten- 
* der Love of the Mother, that the 
« Child's Diviſion ſhould be the Child's Deſtructi- 
War. could =_ ſuffer that, but was content to 
give away her Intereit. So let us; 
ht — forget and forgive all Griefs 
for the Commonwealth's Sake, and let us love 
one another: For of ſhall no Diviſion | work the 
* Deſolation of aur Kingdom 
And when we have done all, to mis we muſt 
come at laſt, + We ſee in Germany, where after (0 
long Contention, and ſo great Deſtruction and 
0 Wale of their Country, at laſt they are come to 
© this Point; — 2 
1 together, and never fall out about the 
I beſeech you, therefore, Right Honous 
© rable, that you will well remember the Truſt ha 
© your Country putteth in you; and fince you 
© have the Sword in Hand to ftrike, be well 
< ware whom yo « Lake. For ſome ſhall 'you 
+ Grids: nag ans: yous —— ſome your 
EKinſmen, but all trymen, and even 
< Chriſtians, c al your Coun — wn theſe Doings, 
© yet may it be — 2 nnes. 7 
4 then fare wel your Name and 
© Worſhip. Remember that Men that offend this 
Way, offend not as Murtherers and Thieves do; 
that is, of Malice and wicked Intent, but through 
< Conſcience and Zeal, at leaſtways through Opi- 
nion of Religion. And 2 


dis in the wrong Opinion, then ſhall we — 


© deſtroy the s of which there is no 
© Force, but their Souls; which is a Loſs that can 
* never be recavered. And if they ſhould do it a- 
© gainſt their Conſciences, to ſave their Lives, and 
< ſeem, peradventure, in Doubt of the Matter; then 
* ſhould they fall unto Perjury, and we become 
Cauſers of it. And ſith they keep their Conſci- 
endes to themſelves, and live under a Law, wh _ 
. ee 2 Law? 
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1 „ ENGLAND. 
though ſome peradventure have offended 


dq not for their Sakes puniſh the reſt, who never 
offended you; but rather for the others Sakes, who 
are the greater Number, forgive all. E 
| Follow the Example of the good in So- 
wn, or . the * — 15 's Ma- 
Jay, whom I pray God may long reign over us 

4 3 6 2 Iſſue after 1 PR 7 DE : 


In Anſwer to theſe, and ſuch like Speeches againſt 
the Bill, Mr. Strype gives us an Argument of ſome 
other Member unknown, well filled in the Laws, 
in favour of it and againſt the former Reaſons and 
Conſiderations. A Copy of it came into the Hands 
of Archbiſhop Perker, who ſent it to Cox, Biſhop 
of Ely. And from that very Copy Mr. Strype 
traufcrib'd the "Tenor of it: Viz. 


6 pike Time of King Edvard III. One ſhould 
* & have been hanged, drawn and quartered, for 


the Biſhop. of Rome againſt one of the King's 
Subjects. But at the Entreaty of the Lord Chan» 


«* Notwithſtanding, he was abjuredithe Realm, If 
© ratifying Part of the Pope's Autharity was fo pu- 
* niſhed, the Conſenting to the whole muſt of Ne- 
* ceflity be High Treaſ RCTS ens | | 
In the Statute of as; Ed. HI. de Proditionites. 
. 
* ofthe King in his Realm, finding them Aid and 
* Comfort in the Realm, or any ather Place, it was 
* High Treaſon: But to be ſworn to the Pope, 


main, and will not refuſe the ta him, nor 
* ſwear to the Qyeen, is ta comfort. the Queen's 
* Enemies, Thezefore High Treaſon- | 
*Inther2 XVI. Finer, Chief Juſtice, thus: As 
© in Spiritual Matters towards Gad, ſo it is in Tem- 
< poral Matters towards the Prince. Aud therefore 
* at the Sheriffs Turn every Subje& ought ta be 
* preſent to learn his Duty. But in Spiritual Mat- 
_ * * ters, 


* cellor and Lord Treafurer, his Life was pardoned : 


© being the Qyeep's Enemy, - and {the Party] ſo re- 


31 


u, yet Qeen Elxabeth. 
1562. 


An Argument 
for the Bill. 


« publiſhing an Excommunication, directed from 
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Cern Elisabeth. < ters, not to affirm, maintain, and uphold God; 
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© and all Things touching the Subſtance of Religi- 
on, with Heart, Mind and Power, is horrible 


© Hereſy : So, not to maintain the Prince, his 1 | 


Stile, the Rayal Dignity of the Crown with Heart, 
Mind and 
< refuſeth”"to ſwear to the Prince doth | ſo, &c. 
Therefore he is a Traitor, . LES * 
Hen. VII. Huffey (Chief Juſtice in the Time 
© of Edw. IV.) ſaid, a Legate was at Calais, from 
the Pope, for to have the King's ſafe Conduct to 
come into the Realm. And then in open Coun- 
© cil before the Lords and Juſtices, it was demanded, 
What ſhould be done? Who anſwered, That 
© they would ſend unto the Legate; and if he 
would ſwear, That he had brought nothing with 
© him in tion to the King and of his Crown; 
© that he ſhould have Licence, or otherwiſe, not. 
© And the Biſhop of Ely cauſed the Pope's te 
© to ſwear, That he had nothing that ſhould be 
« prejudicial to the King and his Crown: And then 


© he entered. If a Stranger was compelled for te 


© ſwear for the Safeguard of the Prince before his 
Entry into the Realm, much more a natural- born 
Subject ſhould not live in the Realm, except he 
* would be fworn for the Safeguard of the Prince, 
and Dignity of the Crown. 4 | 
Prædict. Anno, Huſley predie. faid, That in 
© the Time of Edward I. the Pope ſent Letters to 
* the King, that he ſhould make Peace with Scor- 
© land, and that he ſhould pur the Matter to his 
Order. The King, by the Advice of his Coun- 
eil, ſent Word, t he would not commit the 
Matter to be ordered by the Pope. And all tht 
© Lords writ: unto the Pope, That although thre 
King would give away his Right that he had in 
Scotland, that he ſhould not do it; becauſe it was 
© his Right to have the Supreme Government of 
© Scotland. And further, the Biſhop of London ſaid, 
at the ſame Time, That he ſaw, in the Time of 
King Henry VI. when the Pope ſent Letters 
which were in Derogation of the King, and the 
6 6 Spiritual 
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them, that Humphrey Duke of Glonce/ter took 
the Letters; arid caſt them intothe Fire, and burnt 
them. If the Nobility; our Anceſtors, have ſo 
ſtoutly maintained the Right of the Prince againſt 
the Pope, ſhall we ſeem now to maintain the 
Pope and his Authority, in refuſing to puniſh 
thoſe with ſo juſt a Law, that do, for Mainte; 
nance of the Pope, refuſe to ſwear their Oath of 
Allegiance to their Sovereign Lady arid Queen ? 
« 13 Hen. 8. Treaſon may be in Intendment 
only, Felony muſt be in Act always. But who- 
ſo refaſeth to ſwear to the Prince, diſcloſeth the 
Intendment of his Heart to be traiterous. There- 
fore; Ir. After theſe Allegations out of Hiſtory, 
then it was further ſhewn as followeth : | 
« Firſt, By Act of Parliament made in the firſt 
Year of the Queen, the Supreme Government 
over her Spirituality and Temporality, was given 
to her; and the extolling of the Biſhop of Rome 
made Premunire for the ſecond Offence; and 
Treaſon the third Time: And the offering of 
the Oath appointed, and the Refuſal thereof by a- 
ny, made the Loſs of his Office [the firſt Time.] 
The new Bill maketh for the firſt Offence, of ex- 
tolling of the Biſhop of Rome's Authority, or Re- 
fuſal of the Oath, Premunire ; and the ſecond 
Time Treaſon. For the extolling or ſetting forth 
that Biſhop's Authority, all do condefcend the 
Penalty is not unreaſonable ; but only to force 
the Oath, which they ſay toucheth the Conſci- 
ence, which ſhould not be ſearched, [that ſome are 
againſt. ] I 
As to that, firſt it muſt be conſidered, ſeeing it 
is enacted that both be Offences, what Pains the 
Offendors deſerve. The Contents of the Oath is 
an Acknowledging of the ſuperiority in the Prince, 
and Promiſe of Allegiance ; which is the Duty of 
every Subject, as a Subject in Temporal Cauſes, 
and toucheth no Spiritual "Thing, but bindeth the 
Subject by Promiſe to recognize the Sovereignty 
in his Prince. Which if a Man may be by his 
Vol. IV. | © Prince 


Elizabeth, 
hy 


34 The Parliamentary His TOR 7 
| i” Prince commanded to confeſs, if he refuſe, 8 i 
** *© Treaſon; becauſe, in that he doth refuſe it, he 
| © doth affirm the contrary of the Oath to be true. 
© As for Example, if the Lord doth require his Te- 
© nant to do Homage to him, wherein he doth but ⁵⁶ 
© confeſs him to be his Lord, and. himſelf to be his 
© Tenant; if he refuſe to do it, what elſe doth he, = 
© but diſavow him to be his Lord? To ſay a Man 8 
may have a Conſcience in it, to that, [I ask] 
0 yp a Man have a Conſcience in Caſes of Trea- 
on 'Y 
© 'The Prince at her Coronation ſwears to de- 
© fend us; Shall not we ſwear to defend her? The 
© Refuſal of the Oath was Treaſon in the Time of 
King Henry, eſtabliſhed by Parliament. If then 
4 r, „upon new Proof of the Enormity of the 
* Romyſh Practices, the Refuſal was Treaſon at the 
* firſt Offence, when by common Reaſon the Sud- i 
© denneſs of the Alteration might have endangered 
| * the Sate, if his [the Biſhop'of Rome's] Authority 
| © had been thought godly and lawful ; a mito forti- i 
| © ori, now is it expedient to make the Otfence i 
| © Treaſon at the ſecond Time; eſpecially being fo 
8B © long tried by Learning and Reaſon, to be an 
< uſurped Authority; alſo by Length of Time 
© worn far more out of Memory. 
© We have promiſed, in the Speaker's laſt Mo- 
| tion for Eſtabliſhment, to make Laws for her [the 
Queen's] Defence. What better Law may there 
© be made? If we endeavour not to make it, we 
break our Promiſe ; and ſhe ſaid, She looked for 
© Promiſe therein to be kept by us. 7 
= ' © Tfany Man be required, in the Queen's Name, 
| 5 to acknowledge her Queen of England over all 
| © her People; if he refuſe to do it, he is a Traitor. 
© There is no other Thing in Effect comprized in 
the Oath, Therefore the Refuſer of the Oath is a 
. © Traitor. And in that the firſt Offence is made Pre- 
w munire, and the ſecond Treaſon. it is too mild fot 
the Offence; eſpecially, the Wife's Dower, and 
© the Heir's Inheritance without Corruption of 
Blood, being ſaved. | 
24. To 


P | To ſay, It was never made Treaſon, Ergo, nat Queen Flicabeths 
he to be Treaſon now, the Argument is not —_ 
ie. © For if the Princes would have fo taken it, it were 


s Treaſon by the common Laws of this Realm; 
© but that King Henry was abuſed by Error. But 
© jfit were never T reaſon before, ſeeing the Circum- 


e, Kanes of Time paſt, preſent, and that may fol- 
an | © low, it is expedient to make, upon the new Oc- 
c] | © caſion, new Laws, as is daily in other Caſes. 
a- © If they ſay, It toucheth Conſcience; and it ls 


© a Thing whereina Man ought to have a Scruple: 
© But if any hath. a Conſcience in it, - theſe four 
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he © Years Space might have, ſettled it. Alſo, after 
of ll © his firſt efulal, he hath three Months Reſpit for 
n , © Conference, and ſettling of his Conſcience, \ 
ie Again, The Oath is pt #9 be tendred to any, 
1c 8 © that by Intendment ſhall want Reaſon to know 
1 © the Sovereignty of the Prince. "os 


If any Man, be he never ſo upl ned, do open- 


ty $ ly pronounce the contrary of the Oath again the 
- Queen, they themſelves will fay, He deſerveth 
de Death as a Traitor; and that it is not Matter of 
ſo © Hereſy or Doctrine. If ſo, it is to ſee whether 


the Denial to accept the ſame be an Affirmatiqn 
© to the contrary, If ſo, then Treaſon doubtleſs.” 


Several more Acts were made this Seſſion, which 
thoꝰ of not ſo much Significancy to the State as the 
former, are yet worth Obſervation ; to ſhew the 
extraordinary Humour of the Times. 


An AR alſo was made by this Parliament, 43 dnn 


I againſt fond and fantaſtical Prophefies. The Ground,,prophefies, 
I! and Cauſe of this Act is aſſigned in the Beginning of 
5 . the ſaid Act to be, That divers ill-diſpoſed Perſons 
n in King Edward's Days, inclining to the moving 


of Factions, Seditions and Rebellions within - 


— _ © Realm, made uſe of fond Propheſies to amuſe the 
f People eaſily carried away by ſuch Deceits, which 
d appeared to them like ſqmething Divine.“ 
f : Wherefore, an Act was made againſt theſe Prophe- 


ies in that King's Reign, which was expired. 
N 2 


But 


. 


41 
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. Elizabeth, But the like Practice began now 5 to be uſed, 


In faining, imagining, inventingan publiſhing ſuch 
fond and fantaſiical Prophecies, as well concerning 
the Queen, as divers honourable Perſonages of the 
Realm, and others, to the great Diſquiet, Trouble 
and Peril of the Queen and Realm. Therefore, 
now 2 new Act was made againſt ſuch Framers 
and Divulgers of idle Propheſies. And the Penalty 
of a Year's Impriſonment, and 10 d. for every Of- 
fence, was laid upon every one that did ſet forth in 
Writing, Printing, Singing, or by any other open 
Speech or Deed, any ſond an et [ſe Propheſies; upon, 
or by occaſion of, any Arms, Fields, Beaſts, Badges, 
or 4 7 ſuch like 85 accuſtomed in Arms, 
- Cognizances or Signets; or upon, or by reaſon of 
J . Time, Year or Day y, Name, Bloodſhed or 
to intend thereby to make any Rebellion, 
Inſurrection, Diſſention, 156 of Life, A other Diſ- 
turbance within the Realm. The ſecond Offence 
wes made Impriſonment during Life, and F orfeituze 
of all Goods and Chatels. 
This Act alſo was made to meet with thoſe 
: "that were diſaffected to the preſent operon and 
| Religion eſtabliſhed : Who would privately foretel, 
by ſome pretended hidden Skill, the ſhort Duration 
the Queen's Reign, or the Time or Year of her 
Death: And by the Coats of Arms, and Bearings 
of ſome of the thief Perſons about the Queen, as 
the Bear and Ragged Staff belonging to the Lord 
Robert Dudley, ] Sc. would frame Significations of 
„Things fortunate to themſelves, and unfortunate to 
| thoſe they bore III will to. 


Alornint Cen © Another Act was made againſt Conjurations, 
Witchcraft, Enchant ments and Witchcrafts. That which gave 


. Ground to this Act was, That as theſe wicked 
Practices now-a-Days prevailed much, fo there 
'© was no ordinary or condign Puniſhment provided 
'< againſt ſuch Practicers of Conjurations and Invoca- 
tion of wicked Spirits, Sorceries, Charms, En- 
chantments and Witchcrafts, the Statute againſt 
i them 33 Hen. S. having deen repealed 1 Ed. 6. 


8. ince the Repeal whereof, many phantaſtical and 
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ns and Conjurations of Evil Spirits, and had uſed 


"Deſtruction of this Realm, and for other lewd In- 
rents and Purpoſes. The Penalty of ſuch was to 
auger the Pains of Death as Felons, when upon any 
uch Witchcraft or Enchantment, any Perſon ſhould 
bappen to be killed or deſtroyed : Or Impriſonment 
bor a Year, and once every Quarter of the ſaid Year 
eo ſtand upon the Filly fx Hours in ſome Market- 


own, and there ope 


confeſs his Error and Of- 


ö fence; when by ſuch Enchantment or Witchcraft 


any Perſon was not killed, but waſted, conſumed, 
or lamed in his Body or Members; or whereby an 
Goods or Chatels of any Perſon ſhauld be deſtroyed, 
waſted or impaired. The ſecond Offence to be 
Death. | 


cation I the Writ de Excommunicato Capiendo. Let 

me alſo relate the Reaſon and Occaſion of this Act; 
as in the Preamble is ſpecified : Namely, © That 
divers Perſons offending in many grievous Crimes 
© and Offences, appertaining to the Juriſdiftion of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, were many Times un- 
© puniſhed for lack of good and due Execution of the 
* faid Writ.” The great Abuſe whereof was, That 
the ſaid Writ was not returnable into any Court 
but left to the Direction of the Sheriffs or their De- 


puties z 11 whoſe Negligence and Defaults the Writ 
e 


by this Means was not executed at all. And here- 
by ſuch Offenders were much encouraged to con- 
tinue their ſinful Life. Therefore it was enacted, 
That the faid Writ that fhould be awarded out of 
the High Court of Chancery, "ſhauld be made in 
the Time of the Term returnable in the Court of 
King's-Bench, in the Term next after the Tz/te of 
the laid Writ. And that if the Writ delivered of 
Record to the Sheriff, orhis Deputy, werenot duly 
returned before the Juſtices of the 'King's-Bench ; 
or that any Default or Negligence had been uſed, in 
not well ſerving and executing it; then they to 
aſſeſs ſuch e upon the ſaid Sheriff - 


1 


ad practiſed Witchcraft, Enchantments, c. to the 


eviliſh Perſons had deviſed and practiſed Invocati- Qeen 


37- 


Elizabeth. 
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Another Act now made was, For the due Exe- AR relating to 
Excommunieati.. 
on, 


38 


. 
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ligion or Doctrine now received and allowed in 
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his Deputy, as they ſhould in their Diſcretion think 
meet, And in caſe the Sheriff, or his Officer, return 
that the Party named in the Writ could not be 
found within his Bailiffwick, then the Juſtices of 
the ſaid Bench to award a Writ of * And 
how that was to be managed, and the Puniſhment 
of the Perſon excommunicated, c. may be read a 
in the Act, the Particulars too long to be inſerted, 

What the Crimes or Cauſes of proceeding to 
excommunicate any, and the ſaid Writ thereupon, 
may be underſtood by a Proviſion in this Act, viz, ll 
That in the Significavit muſt be mentioned the 
Cauſe of the Excommunication, as fome Matter ü 
of Hereſy, or refuſing to have a Child baptized, or 
to receive the Holy Communion as now common. Wl 
ly uſed to be received by the Church of England, al 
or to come to Divine Service as now commonly 


uſed in the faid Church, or Error in Matter of Re- 3 


this Church; Incontinency, Uſury, Simony, Perjury WM 
in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, Idolatry. | 3 

This Act feems to back and give a Force to 
the Cenſures of the Biſhops. Which was needful 
in this ſuncture, to check Papiſts, and other ſcandal- 
ous Crimes and corrupt Doctrines againſt the Religi- 
on, as now reformed. For in the Act there is a 
Saving tothe Authority of Archbiſhops and Biſhops, 
as to certify any Perſons Excommunicate, ſo to 
accept and receive the Submiſſion and Satisfaction of 
Perſons ſo excommunicate in Manner and Form 
heretofore uſed; and to abſolve and releaſe them, 
and the ſame to ſignify, as heretofore hath been ac- 
cuſtomed, into the Court of Chancery : And there- 
upon to have ſuch Writs for the Deliverance of ſuch 
Perſons, ſo abſolved and releaſed, from the Sheriff's 

uſtody or Priſon, as heretofore they, or any of 
them, had, or, of Right, ought to have.” 
Thus far Mr. Stype. 


The reſtof the Acts paſſed this Seffion are not much 
to our Purpoſe. Tho there were ſeveral more 
good Laws made for the Relief of the Poor ; the 

| | Puniſhment 
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ad Forgers of Evidences. As, alſo, ſuch as ſhould. 
"commit Sodomy or Perjury. Other Acts were. 
gnade for well-ordering of the Royal Navy; for the 


WS upport and Improvement of Tillage. Several. 


4 7 uniſhment of thoſe Vagabonds, called Feen Queen Elizabeth“ 


9 more Attainders were alſo revers'd; amongſt which. And Attainders 


Canterbury, is the moſt remarkable. An Act was, 
paſſed for a Tranſlation of the Bible, and other Di- 
vine Offices, into the Welob Tongue. Laſtly, an 
Ad was made declaring the Authority of the Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal of England and the Lord 
Chancellor's to be all one. So that now Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, Knight, whois, thro' both thoſe Parliaments, 
ſiled Ces Magni Sigilli, is declared to be the ſame 
gas Lord High Chancellor of England. It is to be 
IT remarked, that Henry VIII. had, by Act of Parlia- 
ment, conſigned the firſt Place of Honour to the 
Lord Chancellor; the ſecond to the Lord Treaſurer; 
the third to the Preſident of his Majeſty's Council; 
and the fourth to the Lord Privy Seal. And, the 
were to take Place of all Dukes, except thoſe 
of the Blood Royal. | | 
In the Proceedings of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, this Parliament, the Affair of the Queen's 
Marriage and ſettling the Succeſſion, was again 
renewed, We are told, that on January 16th a 
Motion was made in that Houſe; and on the 
19th, the Speaker and twenty-four more were ap- 
dr, a. Committee to draw up the Form of a 
'etition to her Majeſty fot the Purpoſe aforeſaid. 
And, on the 28th of the ſame Month, the Speaker, 
with the whole Houſe, attended on the Queen; 
and after a ſhort Oration of his own, delivered their 
Petition to her, The Form of which is preſerved 
in D'Ewes's Journals, as follows: 


* J7 OUR Commons in this aur Majeſty's 
: * preſent Parliament allembled. Moſt High 
Lady, as they do daily, to their Commodity 


* Comfort, feel and um. the ineſtimable uur 
| 4 of 


that of the Children of Cranmer, late Archbiſhopof. ers . 


Another Petition 

. On of the Commons 

* and Mighty Princeſs, our Moſt Dread Sovereign for the Queen 4 
and 7 
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of your moſt gracious Government of this you. 
« Realm, in Peace and Surety, ſo do alſo. moſt 
« thankfully acknowledge the ſame, beſeeching Al- E: 
© mighty God long to bleſs and continue your moſt 
© proſperous Reign over them; and among all theſe 
« Benefits which they daily receive of your High- 
© neſs, they have at this Time willed me, in their 

Names, to recognize unto your Highneſs, that nl 
© they account it not the leaft, but rather among 
© the greateſt of them all, That your Majeſty hath —*- 
at this Time aſſembled your Parliament, for ſup- 
< plying and redrefling the greateſt Wants and De- 
© faults in your Commonweal, and for the eſtabliſh- 


mY 2-7 
. 


© ing the Surety of the ſame; which your Maje- * 


* ſty's moſt gracious Meaning, hath been at your 2 
C - ehours ana; ſignified * us, by the R; ht 
* Honourable the Lord Keeper of your Great Seal nl 
© of England; namely in this, that he willed us firſt 
© to have Conſideration of the greateſt Matters that 
© neareſt touch'd the State of the Realm, and the 
© Preſervation thereof, ſeeming therein alſo to ex- 
—— unto us the Conformity of your Majeſty's ll 
ind, in having principal Reſpe& to the Matters 

* of greateſt Weight; and for that Reſpect aſ- 
? ſembling this your Parliament. And foraſmuch 
as your ſaid Subjects ſee nothing in this whole E- 
© ſtate of ſo great E to your Majeſty, and 
< the whole Realm, nor fo neceſſary at this Time 
© to be reduced to Certainty, as the ſure Continu- 
* ance of the Government of the Imperial Crown 
< thereof, and the moſt honourable Iſſue of your 
Body (which Almighty God ſend us to your 
< Highneſs's Conifort) and for Want thereof, in 
< ſome certain T.imitation to guide the Obedience 
© of our Poſterity ; and where Almighty God, to 
© our great Terror and dreadful Warning, lately 
touched your Highneſs with ſome Danger of your 
* moſt noble Perſon, by Sickneſs; from which ſo 
© ſoon as your Grace was, by God's Favour and 
Mercy to us, recovered, your Highneſs ſent out 
* your Writs of Parliament, by Force whereof your 
Subjects are at this Time afſembled'; your ſaid 
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Subjects are both by the Neceſſity and Importance Queen Elizabeth, 
of the Matter, and by the Convenience of the 1 
Time of calling them immediately upon your 
© Recovery, | enforced to gather, and cofffels, that 
« your Majeſty, of your moſt gracious. and mo- 
« therly Care for them and their Poſterity, have 
© ſummoned this Parliament, principally for eſta- 
* bliſhing of ſome certain Limitation of the Impe- 
rial Crown of your Realm, for Preſervation of 
« your Subjects from certain and utter Deſtruction; 
+ (if the ſame ſhould not be provided in your Life 
* which God long continue.) They cannot, I 1 
* fay, but acknowledge your Majeſty hath moſt 
© graciouſly conſidered the great Dangers, the un- 
© ſpeakable Miſeries of Civil Wars, the perillous 
© Intermingling of Foreign Princes with ſediti- 
© ous, ambitious and factious Subjects at Home; 
the Waſte of noble Houſes, the Slaughter of Peo- 
* ple, Subverſion of Towns; Intermiſſion of all 
Things pertaining to the Maintenance of the 
* Realm, Unſurety of all Men's Poſſeſſions, Lives 
© and Eſtates ; daily Interchange of Attainders and 
* Treaſons. All theſe Miſchiefs, and infinite others, 
* moſt likely and evident, if your Majeſty ſhould 
© be taken from us, without known Heir, (which 
* God forbid) to fall upon your Subjects, to the 
utter Subverſion of the whole, whereof you have 
* Charge under God : If good Proviſion ſhould not 
* be had in this Behalf, Your Majeſty hath 
* weighed the Examples of foreign — as 
© what enſued the Death of Great Alexander, when 
for Want of certain Heirs by him begotten, or 
appointed, the Variety of Titles, the Diverſity of 
Diſpoſitions in them that had Titles. the Ambi- 
* tion of them that under Colour-of Doubtfulneſs 
of Title forſook all Obedience of Titles, deſtroy- 
* ed his Dominions, and waſted Poſterity with 
mutual Wars and Slaughters : In what miſerable 
« Caſe alſo was this Realm itſelf, when the Title of 
the Crown was. toſſed in Queſtion, between the 
© two Royal Houſes of Lanca/ter and York, till your 
* moſt noble Frogenitor: Henry the Seventh, and the 
| | 5 8 i * ” ; SY ; . - c Lady 
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— Lady Elixabeth his Wife, reſtored it to a ſettled 


* 


© Unity, and left the Crown in a certain Courſe of 
© Succeſfion ? Theſe Things as your Majeſty 
© hath upon your 'own Danger, moſt graciouſly 

© conſidered for our Comfort and Safety; ſo we 
5 moſt humble Subjects, knowing the Preſervation 
© of ourſelves, and all our 'Poſterty to depend 
© upon the Safety of your Majeſty's moſt Royal 
© Perſon, have moſt careful! 125 diligently con- 
© ſidered, how the Want of 7 Arin of your Body, 
and certain Limitation of Succeſſion after you, is 
© moſt perillous to your Highneſs, whom God 
© Jong preſerve amongſt us. We have been admo- 


. © niſhed of the great Malice of your foreign Ene- 


mies, whicheyen in your Lifetime have ſought to 
< transfer the Dignity and Right of your Crown to 
0 22 —— we have noted their daily moſt dan- 
rous Practices againſt your Life and Reign; we 
8 2 — heard of fome ome Subjects of this Land, moſt 
6 unnaturally u ee with your Enemies, to 
attempt the Deſtruction of your Majeſty, and us 
© all that live by you ; we fear a Facłion of Here- 
* ticks in your Realm, contentious and malicious 
6 + Papi, leſt they moſt unnaturally againſt their 
— moſt madly a rar their own Safety, 
and 4 A your Highneſs, not 
only hope for the wonlDay of your Death, but 
* alſo lay in wait to advance ſome Title, under 
© which they may revive their late unſpeakable 
* Cruelty, to the ion of Goods, Poſſeſſions 
and Bodies, and Thraldom of the Souls and Con- 
* ſciences of your faithful and Chriſtian Subjects; 
© we ſee nothing to withſtand their Deſire, but 
jour ur only Life ; their Unkindneſs and Cruelty we 
taſted ; 5 we fear much to what Attempt the 
Hope of fuck O 22 (nothing Anden 
them — Ae move them; we = 
© how n it is = 1 that 
there be — Bounds your Ma- 
© jeſty's Life and their Deſire; we — on ou other 


„Side, how there dan be no ſuch Danger to your 


c Majeſty "m Aden of any apparent n * 
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c bliſhed by your Benefit and Advancement, for Queen Hizabeth, 
Want of Mae of your Majeſty's Royal Body, as 152. 
you are now ſubject unto, by reaſon of their De- 
fire and Hope; we know not how many pretend 
Titles and Truſt to ſucceed you, whoſe ſecret De- 
+ fire we ſo much more fear, becauſe neither their 
Number, Force, nor Likelihood of Diſpoſition is 
© known unto us; and ſo we can the leſs beware of 
them for your Preſervation. | 
We find alſo, by good Proof, that the certain 
Limitation of the Crown of France, hath in that 
Realm procured fo great Quiet, as neither the 
Perſon of the Prince in Poſſeſſion hath been in- 
dangered by fecret or open PraCtice; nor the Com- 
monweal moleſted by civil Diffention, through 
any Quarrel attempted, for the Title of that 
Crown. And ſomewhat near home, we have 
remembred the miferable Eftate of Scotland, after 
the Death of King Alexander, without any certain 
Heir, or Limitation to whom the Crown of Scot- 
land ſhould remain; by reaſon whereof the whole 
Eftate of that Realm was left open to the Ambi- 
tion of many Competitors, and moſt grievous 
Deſolation and Spoil, that grew upon ſuch Divi- 
ſion ; which afterwards gave Occaſion to King 
James the Fifth, to limit the Crown of Scotlan 
to certain noble Families of that Realm ; where- 
by they, at this preſent, enjoy that quiet Surety 
which we want. And all your Majeſty's moſt 
noble Progenitors, Kings of this Realm, have 
been in this Behalf fo careful, that from the Con- 
« queſt till this preſent Day, the Realm was never 
© left, as it is now, without a certain Heir, living 
and known, to whom the Crown; after the 
© Death of the Prince, ſhould appertain. So, as 
your Majeſty of your lar Care for us, and 
© our Poſterity, bath at this Time affembled us, fot 
« eſtabliſhing this great wr nu ver regen 
We again, Moſt Gracious Sovereign Lady, ac- 
© knowledge our ſelves, and all that we have, to 
depend upon your Preſervation, being according 
* td our bounden Duty, moſt careful of the ine, 

| are 
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Elizabeth. are in moſt humble Manner come to your Majo-—- 
ſty's Preſence: And I, the Mouth appointed for, ll 


1562. 
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. tion, That foraſmuch as of mou Majeſty's Perſon 


. ſome great dangerous Doubt remaineth in their 


ent Time of Parliament, upon your late Dangex 
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them, together with, and in the Name of all your 
moſt loving, natural and obedient Subjects, do 
preſent unto you our moſt lowly Suit and Peti- 


Would come the moſt redoubted and beſt Heirs of 
your Crown, ſuch as in Time to come we would 
moſt comfortably ſee, and our Poſterity moſt joy- 
fully obey : | | 
It may pleaſe your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, for 
aur Sakes, for our Preſervation and Comforts, and 
at our moſt humble Suit, to take to yourſelf ſome 
honourable Husband, whom it ſhall pleaſe you to 
join unto in Marriage; whom, whatſoever he be 
that your Majeſty ſhall chooſe, we proteſt and mm 
promiſe, with all Humility and Reverence, to Ml 
honour, love and ſerve, as to our moſt bounded 
Duty ſhall appertain, And where by the Statute 
which your moſt noble Father aſſented unto, of 
his moſt princely and fartherly Zeal for his moſt 
loving Subjects, for the Limitation of the Succeſ- 
ſion of the Imperial Crown af this Realm, your 
Majeſty is the laſt expreſsly named within the 
Body of the ſaid Act; and for that your Subjects 
cannot judge, nor do know any thing of the F orm 
or Validity of any further Limitations, left incer- 
tain for Want of Heirs of your Body, whereby 


Hearts, to their great Grief, Peril and Unquiet- 
neſs : It may alſo pleaſe your Majeſty, by Pro- 
clamation of Certainty already provided, if any 
ſuch be, or elſe by Limitations of Certainty, if 
none be, to provide a moſt gracious Remedy in 
this Great neceſſity; which, by your moſt ho- 
nourable and motherly Carefulneſs for them, hath 
occaſioned this Aſſembly ; That in this conveni- 


moſt iouſly called, by you, for that Cauſe, 
your Grace may now extend to us that great Be- 
nefit, which otherwiſe, or at other Times, per. 
haps, ſhall never be able to be done again; ſo not 


© only 


1 


F ENGLAND. 45 
| only we, but all ours hereafter, and for ever, ſhall Queen Elizabeth. 
owe no leſs to your Majeſty's Propagation of Suc- $62. 
ceſſion, than we do already owe to your moſt fa- 
mous Grandfather, King Henry the Seventh, his 4 
uniting of Diviſion. And your ſubjects, on their 
Behalfs, for your Majeſty's further Aſſurance, 
whereupon their own Preſervation wholly de- 
pendeth, ſhall employ their whole Endeavours, 
and Wits, and Power, to renew, deviſe and eſta- 
bliſh the moſt ſtrong and beneficial Acts and Laws 
of Preſervation and Surety of your Majeſty and 
of your ' Iſſue, in the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm: and the moſt penal, ſharp and terrible 
Statutes, to all that ſhall but once practiſe, and 
attempt, or conceive againſt your Safety ; that 
by any poſſible Means they may invent or eſta- 
bliſh, with ſuch Limitations of Conditions, and 
Reſtraints to all in Remainders, ſuch grievous 
Pains, and narrow Animadverſions to all that 
ſhall enterprize or imagine any thing in 1 
of your Highneſs, and your Iflue, as your Jah 
ſhall not have any Cauſe of Suſpicion, but mo 
aſſured Ground of Confidence in all your faithful 
Subjects, continually watching and warding for 
your Preſervation, which God long continue, 
that you my ſee your Childrens Children, to His 
Honour and our Comfort, and incline your gra- 
cious Ear to our moſt humble Petitions.* 
No Anſwer was returned to this Addreſs, till the 
16th of February; and then Mr. Comptroller, and 
Mr. Secretary, acquainted the Houſe, © That her The Queen's 
* Majeſty doubted not but the grave Heads of this ſhort Anſwer. 
* Houle did right well conſider that ſhe forgot not 
© the Suit of this Houſe, for the Succeſſion; the 
Matter being ſo weighty, nor could forget it. 
© But ſhe willed the young Heads to take Example 
© of their Elders?. e may believe this ſhort An- 
ſwer to their long Addreſs was not well relifhed by 
the Commons ; but ſtill, no farther Notice was 
taken of it, till the laſt Day of this Seffion. And, 
On the roth Day of April, the Bills being all 
ready for the Royal Aﬀent, the Queen came A the 
ouſe 
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123 HIS it is, moſt excellent and virtuous 
Princeſs, Se. As Nature giveth to every; 
© reaſonable Creature to ſpeak, fo jt is a Grace to 
© be well learned; and I l Mouth of 
ſuch a Body as cannot for itlelf, and in the 
© Preſence of your Majeſty's Perſon and Nobles, 
< muſt moſt humb] debire and crave of your High- 
* neſs, to bear with my Imperfections. | 2 

This Commonwealth hath been by God's 
Providence, firſt inſtituted, and fince, by Mans au 
Policy, continued; wherein Juſtice and good 
* Counſel is moſt to be preferred: For ancient nl 
< Law-Makers, and Authors of good Laws, be wor- 
© thy to be praiſed, and had in perpetual Remem- 
© brance; and ſuch are the Laws that we have al 
© made in this Commonwealth, as, in may pies A 
© on, do excell and paſs all other human Laws. 

Amo divers Authors cf good Laws, we 
© have ſet forth unto us to the End they ſhould not 
5 be forgotten, three Queens ; the firſt Pale/ting, 
© the Queen, reigning before the Deluge, who made 
Laws as well concerning Peace as War. 
I be ſecond was Ceres, the Queen, which 
© made Laws concerning Evil-Doers. And, 
T be third was Marc, Wife of Bathilacus, Mo- 
ther to &cillicus, the King, who enacted Laws for 
© the Maintenance and Preſervation of the Good 
* and Well-Doers: i | 
© And ſince that Time, Etheldred, a King in 
© this Realm, eſtabliſned Laws, and ſet in moſt 
| © beaten, high, and craſs Ways, a Croſs, and therein 

* a Hand, with a Ringof Gold, pointing ta the moſt 
_ © uſual; which alſo ſtood untaken away gr dimi- 
 nifhed during his Life. * 

* And fo you are the fourth Queen, Eftabliſher 
© of good Laws, our moſt dread Sovereign Lady, 
© for your Time, as happy as any pf he three; 
* which H. ppineſs for the preſent [1:4 flip, and - 


of ENGLAN D. 45 


© fire, as all our Hearts do, that ſome happy Mar- Queen Elizabeth, 
© riage to your Contentation might ſhortly be 2863. 
brought to paſs. Your Majeſty finding this Realm 
© out of Order 7 and full of Abuſes, have continual- 
ly had a ſpecial Care to reform the faid Abuſes; 
> wage wy ym —_ — 
C d together this mbly, whe to 
—_ * —_ — for — of the | 
to its old priſtine Eſtate, and for Money and 
Peace is all that chiefly. we have done; for which 
«* Purpoſes, we have agreed 5 andenade certain 
© Laws, which, until your Majeſty have granted 
« your Royal Aſſent, and ſo given Life thereunto, 
© cannot be called Laws. | 
And herein requiring of your Majeſty three Pe- 
< titions, two for the Commons, and one for my- 
« ſelf ; the firſt for ſuch Laws as they have mide, 
being as pl 2 Marche and ſo no Laws K that 
© it would r Majeſty to grant your Ro 
LAſſent unto — Secondly, that — Heu- 
neſs would accept their Doings in good Part, that 
the Imperſections of their Labours, by your Ac- 
© ceptance may be ſupplied ; for, as appeareth in 
* ſundry Hiſtories, the Perſons of thoſe Princes and 
Subjects have long continued, which have well 
© uſ — —— pony 2 which, = 
* without neglecting of my Duty, I cannot, in 
* your Preſence, fo let flip: For, as it appeareth in 
* divers Hiſtories, the noble Alexander having pre- 
” ſented unto him, by one of his poor Soldiers, the 


Head of one of his Enemies, he, not forgettin 
* the Service of his Soldier, although herein he had 
done but his Duty, gave unto him a Cup of Gold, 
* which firſt the Soldier refuſed ; but after that A- 
© lexander had commanded it to be filled with 
Wine, and delivered him, he received it; where- 
© by appeareth the noble and liberal Heart of the 
* ſaid Alexander. | my | 
 -* Allo, Aenophon, writing of the Life of Cyrus, 
. © who being liberal of Gifts, having vanquiſhed 
Cræſus, and he marvelled at his Liberality, ſaid, It 
* were better to keep it by. him, than ſo liberally to 
« depart 
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— +. depart from it; unto whom Cyrus anſwered, 


„ but with the like 


That his Treaſure! was innumerable; and ap- 


pointed | Creſus a Day, to ſee the ſame; and 


thereupon took Order, that his Subjects ſhould, 
© before that Time, bring in their Treaſure ; which 
being innumerable, and more than Cyris by any 
„other Means could have given; Cræſus much 
< wondered thereat; Cyrus ſaid, Thou c̃auſeſt mie 
to take of my Subjects, and retain the ſame; but 
© what need 1 to take; when they ſo frankly will 
(1 bring 1 it wnto me; and ſo as Otcaſfion ſervetli, 
| y.continually w ſu pply my Want? thereof, 
© how can I be but rich, ln uch Subjects ? dut 
if they by any Means. - were pot; were 
Ft ps 
6 * Which two worthy Examples of — and 
S rut, your Ma — hath not forgotten to purſue ; 
eal have hitherto always uſed 
us, and now efpecially at this preſent, by your 
© moſt gracious and free Pardon; for the which, 


and all other, they by me their Mouth, do moſt 


© humbly thank 3 acknowledging ſuch and fo 
6 — bc chk you Zeal of their Parts towards your 


— as ever any Subjects did bear towards 

their Prince and — And in Token 

thereof, with one Aſſent to offer to your High- 

neſs, one Subſidy and two Fifteenths, moſt foe 

bly beſeeching your Majeſty to accept it, not in 
© Recompence of your Benefits, but alſo as a Token 
of their Duty, as the poor Widow's Farthing was 
8 accopted; us as appeareth in the Scripture. 

- +© Thirdly, ./DPhat it may alſo like your Majeſty, 
to accept my humble Thanks in allowing, and 
£ admitting me, being unworthy of this Place, arid 

bearing with my unworthy Service ; and laſt 6t 
all, my unfitting Words, uplandiſh and rude 
$ Speech ; beſeeching God toincline your Majeſty's 
© Heart to Marriage, and that he will ſo bleſs arid 
ſend you good ucceſs thereunto, that we may 
ſee the Fruits and Children that may come there- 

15 of; ſo Chat 2 —— 22 A — 
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WF © Howhbeit, if Juſtice be not executed, I ſhall be Queen Elizabeth, 

glad to ſee this Order taken. Notwithſtanding, . 

ger Majeſty hopeth that this her Admonition ſhall 

(not need, for that you ſee Laws without Execu- 
tion, be as a Torch unlighted, or Body without a 
Soul: Therefore, look well to the (Executing. 
Here endeth the three Things which her Maje- 
« ty commanded me to ſay unto you. 

© Befides this, her Majeſty hath to anſwer your 
« Petitions. And as to the firſt, in which you deſire 
© her Royal Aſſent to ſuch Matters as you have 
< agreed upon; to, that ſhe ſaith, How at this pre- 
© ſent ſhe is come for that Purpoſe. 

And, for your other Petitions, to accept in good 
© Part, as well your Service as the Travails and 
„ Doings of the Nether Houſe, this Parliament: 
© To that ſhe anſwereth, how that ſhe doth not 
< only accept them in good Part, but alſo thanketh 
© both you and them for the ſame. | 

© And touching your Requeſt, before this made 
© unto.her, for her Marriage and Succeſſion ; be- 
< cauſe it is of ſuch Importance, whereby I doubted 
my own opening thereof, I therefore deſired her 
* Majeſty, that her Meaning might be written, 
© which ſhe hath done, and delivered to me, to be 
© read, as followeth : | 


„Once there can be no duer Debt than Princes 
I Words, which I would obſerve, therefore 
« I anſwer to the ſame, Thus it is; The two 
« Petitions, which you made unto me, do contain 
« two Things, my Marriage, and Succeſſion after 
* me. For the Furt, If I had let flip: too much 
Time, or if my Strength had been decayed, you 
<< might the better have ſpoke therein ; or if any 
think I never meant to try that Life, they be de- 
e ceived; but if I may; hereafter bend my Mind 
© thereunto, the rather for fulfilling your ueſt, 
Iſball be therewith very well content. 

For the Second; The Greatneſs thereof mak- 
eth me to ſay and pray, that I may linger here in 
this Vale of Miſery, for your Comfort; wherein 
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— &« T have Witneſs of my Study and Travail, for | 


The Parliament After which, her Majeſty gave the Royal Aﬀent 2 


prorogued. 


city of Money, and a great Dearthof Victuals (5 ). 


both Sides, but it did not continue long; for the 
next Year a Peace was concluded between the two 


0 
* 
© again, at the Time appointed, it was again prorogued : 
« 
0 
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your Surety: And I cannot, with Nunc dimittis, 
« end my Life without I ſee ſome Foundation of 
« your Surety after my Grave-Stone,” 


to thirty-one publick and ſeventeen private Acts. 
And then the Lord Keeper prorogucd this Parliament 
to the ad Day of October next enſuing. pa » b 
Nothing material happening to the State in this 
Interval; we ſhall paſs on to the Time limited by 
the laſt Prorogation. And, on the 2d of October, Wo 
the ſame Vear, the Parliament being again met, the 
Lord Treaſurer ' informed the Members of bot 


Houſes, That for ſundry Cauſes and Conſiderations, * 4 A 
© but, particularly. by reaſon the Plague (a) was then 


© raging in the Cities of London and We/tmin/ter, and 
© the Suburbs of the ſame, her wo a thought 
c $909 to prorogue this Parliament, ſtil! farther, to 
the 5th Day of October, in the next Vear“ 
The Writ of Prorogation is inſerted, at length, in 
the Fournals ; dated at the Caftle of Wndfor, Oc- 

fober 2d, in the 5th Year of her Reign. This peſ- WW 
tilential Diftemper was brought into England, at 

that Time, by the Soldiers that had ſerved in the 
Garriſon at Newhaven, then beſieged and taken' by i 
the French. It ſpread to ſuch a Degree in _ Londen, 1 , 
that there were carried out from that City alone, 
which then conſiſted ' of 121 Pariſhes, 21,530 
dead Bodies. Stowe writes, that there was no 
Michaelmas Term kept, and that the City was viſi- 
ted withathreefold Plague this Year, Peſtilence, Scar- 


he War had now been, alſc, proclaimed on 


contending Powers. But tho? the Parliament met 


from the 5th of Ocioler, to the zoth Day of Apri 


+4 9's" neſt 
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a ) Maxime, propter Infacrionem Aeris peſtiferi, per Civitates London 
* Weſtminſter, & Suburbia, ad preſens graſſante. Journ, Procetr. 
„ Stowe't Chron, p 656. Hollingſhead, Sc. 
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nd as long Time, reign over us, as ever did any Queen Elizabeth. 
King's . which God for his Mercies 1362. 
Sake grant unto us.“ | | 


Then the Queen called the Lord Keeper unto 
er, commanding him, in her Name, to anſwer 
ee Speaker, as ſhe then declared unto him; which 
olloweth: | 


Mr . Speaker, — a 

* H E Queen's Majeſty hath heard how hum- he Lord Keeps 
bly and diſcreetly you have declared the er's Anſwer, in 

Proceedings, and for Anſwerhath commanded me, * Queen's 

dat 1 ſhould utter three or four Things. The 

„ bret, for her Royal Aſſent to the Acts made at this 


n Parliament. Secondly, How comfortably, and al- 
1 2 ſo thankfully, her 3 accepteth your Li- 
it berality. And, thirdly, For the executing of the 


Laws. 
Here, my Lords and Maſters, although I can- 
not declare, or open it unto you, as her Majeſty 
bach commanded me: and therefore willingly 


. would hold my Tongue, if I might; which, for 
+ - that I cannot be ſo excuſed, I ſay unto you, as fol- 
ge loweth; not doubting of her Highneſs's Clemen- 
by ey in bearing with me herein. - 


« Firſt, Her Majeſty confidereth how wiſely you 
© have done for the aboliſhing of the Ramiſb Power, 


1 che common Enemy of this Realm; remembring 
4 pour Care for the , Sons of the ſame Realm, 


your Reſpects for the Maintenance of Victual, 
© the Baniſhment of Vagabonds, and Relief of the 
Poor, with others: And therefore alloweth your 
* worthy Proceedings herein. Mentee 

* Secondly, Your Liberality and Benevolence, 
* wherein your wiſe Conſiderations towards her 


4 a Charges, is by her Majeſty taken in thankful 
ed Part; and, I take it to be my Duty to put you 


in Remembrance, that although this Subſidy is 
* made, and to be born by Subjects, not daily ac- 
* cuſtomed- thereunto, yet that at her' firſt En- 
trance ſhe had the like; and that the Grant 
Vor. IV. D thereof 


f / 


9 Elizabeth. © thereof is more liberal than afore hath been aceuſ- 


1 ce pteth ; and, as ſhe hath Cauſe, thanketh you. 4 N 


4 benevolent Minds, 


© ecuted; for as it is infalliable, that a Thing done 4 
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© torned, and that it is of your Neceflity, yet it is . 
© to withſtand a greater Neceſſity, that for Fault 43 
© thereof would elſe have enſued; and therefore AY 
© that Penny is well ſpent that ſaveth a Groat; 
© which alſo hath been granted, neither with Per- 4 3 4 
© ſuaſions, Threats, nor ſharp Words, which afore 
© this Time hath been accuſtomed, but by one ge- 'Y * 
© neral Conſent of you all; wherein appeareth your 3 1 
© pood Wills, and benevolent Minds, you bear to I 1 
© her Majeſty, which Zeal ſhe moſt kindly ac- 


rs by her Majeſty's Command, ſhe, re- 
© me by whom, why, and to whom this ws 
—. — thank as freely as you have granted, 4 5 
© the moſt Part whereof hath been accepted; ane 
© leſt thoſe that have ſo freely offered ſhould not 
be ſo ready toward the gathering, thinketh it much 
© better to foſe the Sum granted, than to loſe your "3 


R 
EG 


© Thirdly, To the Execution of Laws, I have 

© little to * although the whole Subſtance conſiſt- 

eth therein; becauſe I did, 3 of 

< this Parliament, declare my Opinion in that Mat- 

© ters and therefore, as now you have, to your 

2 © Charges, taken Pains in making good Laws, ſo ' 
< put to your Helps, to ſee theſe and all others ex- 


| unconſtrained i is much better than when they be 
© conſtrained thereunto; even ſo her Majeſty wil- 
© Jeth you to look well, without more Words, to 
; the Execution, leſt her Grace ſhould be driven to 
© do, as ſhe doth in her Eccleſiaſtical Laws, make i 

© Commiſſions to inquire, whether they be done or 
© no; whereby ſhe ſhall know thoſe Jakices and 
% Officers, who have done their Duty, and are to be 
'© uſed in Service of Juſtice, whereof her Majeſty 
deſireth to have many; and again ſhe ſhall under- 
'© ftand who are to be barred from the like Rooms, 
and the penal Statutes to be on them executed, 
-© after this gentle Warning: Which Inquiry, | 
un, ie fall on me, * 20% . 
8 
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ities, but the Oath he had taken to her Majeſty ; 2— 
ad required them to proceed to a new Election. 1 

n this, the Houſe divided, and the Numbers for 

aving him Speaker were eighty-two, againſt it 

venty: So he was placed in the Chair. The 
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ext Day, the Queen being come to the Houſe of 
IT. ords, and ſeated on the Throne, the Commons 
e Speaker was introduced between Sir Edward 
N 1 Rogers, Comptroller of the Houſhold, and Sir Fran- 
„ Knolles, Vice-Chamberlain. Who, having made 
ie uſual Reverences at the Bar, ſpoke as follows: 


I F it pleaſe your Royal Majeſty, moſt virtuous His Speech to the 
and moſt excellent Princeſs, at the humble _— wu = 

Suit of the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of your ogce, 

Nether Houſe of Parliament, now afſembled, was 

ſigniſied from your Majeſty, by the Mouth of the 

Lord Keeper, by force of your Highneſs's Letters 

of Commiſſion, your Pleaſure and Grant of free 

Election to the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, 

to chuſe a fit and learned Man, to be their Speak- 

er, inſtead of Thomas Williams, Eſq ; their late 

Speaker, whom it hath pleaſed God to call to his 
Mercy. For which they have commanded me, 

„in their Names, to render unto your Majeſty maſt 


humble Thanks; and have commanded and 
forced me, to my great Grief, to ſignify to your 

= Majeſty, how accordingly they have proceeded to 
* an Election, and choſen and aſſigned me (as I may 
© ſay) being moſt unworthy to ſpeak in this Place, 
* for this Parliament; and for that I would not be 
obſtinate, I am forced to wound myſelf with their 
Sword, which Wound yet being green and new, 
your Majeſty being the perfect Phyfician, may 
* cure in difallowing that which they have allow- 
© ed; for that, without your Conſent it is nothing. 
And although I, being very loth to trouble your 
© Highneſs, have made Suit and uſed all Ways and 
Means to avoid it, yet could I find no Remedy; 
* and therefore am driven to feek Remedy at your 
Hands; for, though I have the Experience of 
* their Uprightneſs, Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
D 4 « which, 
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© of myſelf, but would be glad to ſerve your Maje- 


0 1 when I conſider your Royal Majeſty, 


| * Bat if ie would pleaſe your Majely,, to gulf 
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which choſe me; who, if they would have found 1 
© any Fault in me, I would lightly have believed them; 
© (notwithſtanding that we are for the moſt Pat 


© an, nay the whole College of them, if they ſay; $ * 
© he hath no Grief, Pain or Sickneſs, I therefore E 
© do not attempt this releaſing of me for any Eaſe 


© ſty, to the uttermoſt of my Power, in the Office 
© of Sollicitorſhip, whereunto I am appointed, ani 
© not in this, being unfit for the ſame ; and that * 
© for divers Cauſes, For, firſt, I conſider, I have: 
© deal with many well learned, the Flower and 
© Choice of the Realm, whoſe deep Underſtanding 


my Wit cannot attain to reach unto. No, 1 


© they for great Carefulneſs would often inculcate 11 Y 
© into my dull Head, to ſignify the ſame unto you 
© Highneſs, yet my Memory is fo ſlippery by Na. 1 
© ture and Sickneſs, that I ſhould likely loſe it by 


© the Way; yet, if perhaps I kept Part thereo, 


© T have no other Knowledge to help myſelf with 
© but alittle in the Law, far inferior to divers in th 
© Houſe; and ſo ſhould want Learning and Utter-Wll 
© ance to declare their Meanings, as it requireth 


© a Princeſs endowed with ſo many V irtues, Learn 
© ing and flowing Eloquence, it will abaſh and + 


* ſtoniſh me; and therefore finding theſe Infirmi- 4 


© ties, and other in me, I think myſelf moſt unwof 
6 thy of this Place, I truſt therefore only in youll 
« Highneſs, that you will diſallow this Election; 
© and the rather, for that by the true Intent of youll 
© ſaid Letters, it may not bg gathered that thei 
© ſhould elect any of your Majeſty's Officen 
© for although the Word! be to have their free i 
F leftion, yet the Law may reſtrain them in ſon 
s Meaſure, As for Example, we find in the Lav 
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„che Writ. And, from the laſt named Day, ano- 
er Writ till prorogued this Parliament to the 4th 
„ frosgsber next enſuing. Nor was it then ſuffered 
od, but was once more prorogued to the 7th Day 
„r February; from which Time this Parliament 
aas ſtill prorogued to the 3oth Day of September, 


"BE Theſe frequent Prorogations, which are ſo far 


e Queen and her Miniſtry were too well pleaſed 

vich the former Proceedings of this Parliament to 
uffer a Diſſolution of it, tho? they had no Occaſion 
or its Sitting for ſo many Years together. How- 
ver, at the laſt appointed Time, they now met to 
ao Buſineſs ; but an Accident had happened to the 
WF Houſe of Commons, which greatly diſconcerted 
their Proceedings. Thomas Williams, Eſq; their 


Speaker, was dead; and, as they could not act with- 
, out one, they were at a Loſs what to do in a Caſe Proceedings in 
b that was hitherto unprecedented. A long Entry is —— 


to this Affair; whereby it appears that the Com- 
mons, after much Deliberation, agreed upon this; 
That a Committee ſhould be appointed to wait upon 
the Lord Keeper and the Lords of the other Houſe, 
to know their Opinion of the Matter. This Com- 
mittee conſiſted of Sir Edward Rogers, Comptroller 
of the Houſhold; Sir Francis Knolles, Vice-Cham- 
berlain ; Sir William Cecil, Chief Secretary; Sir 
Ambroſe Cave, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaſter; 
four of the Chief Members- of their Houſe ; and 
twenty more Perſons joined with them in Com- 
miſſion. Theſe were to repair ta the Lords, 
to have their Aid and Aſſiſtanoe, both for Intimation 
of the Affair to her Majeſty, and to know her good 
Pleaſure in it. The Lords, after ſome Conſultati- 
on, agreed, That the Lord Keeper, the Lord 
Treaſurer of England, the Duke of Norfolk and the 
| r Ml/̃arqueſs 
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xt following; without any Reaſons given for it Queen Elizabeth- 
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which was then in the eighth Year of this Reign. Anno Regni, 8 


1566, 


om being in Die ad Diem, that they are almoſt in Ihe Parliament 
ns ad Annum, are what we have not yet met meet after many 
"with in the Courſe of this Hiſtory, It ſeems as if Prorogations, 


made in the Fournals of the Houſe of Lords, relating their Speaker, 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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Marquels of Northampton, ſhould be appointed to 
go along with the four Principals of the other Houſe, 


being all of the Privy Council, to intimate the Mat- = 


ter to her Majeſty, in the name of both Aſſemblies, 
and to know her Pleaſure therein. = 4 = 

The Reſult of this was, that, on the ſecond Day ll 
of their Meeting, the firſt having been ſpent in the ll 
Introduction of ſome young Lords, by the Queen's "Ml 
Writs, a Commiſſion was ſhewed by the Lord Keep- 
er directed to himſelf, under the broad Seal, and was ⁵⁶ 
read in the Houſe; importing, That the Queen 
commanded the ſaid Keeper to call before him al! 
the Members of the other Houſe, and to acquaint 
them, that her Majeſty's Pleaſure was that they 
ſhould reſortto their uſual Place, and there to chuf. = 
a new Speaker, after their accuſtomed Manner. 
Which done, three or four of that Houſe, in the 
Name of the reſt, were to inform the Queen of their = 
Choice, who then was to appoint a when ſhe 8 
would have their new Speaker preſented to her for ü 


1 


her Approbation. Dated at Vgſiminſter, October 

1ſt, in the eighth Year of her Reign. But no more 

Notice is taken of this Matter in the Journals of 

the Houſe of Lords. | 
But, in thoſe of the Commons the Matter is car- 

ried farther. Weare there told, that the Members 

of that Houſe, by virtue of the Queen's Writ, went 

upon the Election of anew Speaker. That Sir Ea- 

ward Rogers, Knight, Comptroller of the Houſhold, 


Richard Onflow, Made a Motion, that whereas Richard Onflew, Eſq; 


Eſq ; elected 


her 3 Solicitor General, was a Member of 
that Houſe, and yet attended the Houſe of Lords, 
that they would have him reſtored to them to join 
in the Election of a Speaker. On which, Notice 
being ſent to the Lords, the ſaid Richard Onſlow, 
Eſq ; was ſent down to them; who endeavoured to 
ſhew, by his Writ of Attendance, and other Argu- 
ments, that he could not ſerve in both Capacities; 
he was, nevertheleſs, adjudged to be a Member of 
that Houſe: Mr. Comptroller then named the faid 
Mr. Onflow as their Speaker; who, again, endea- 
vouring to evade it, urged, not only his _ Ina- 

tles, 
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tors have done) is welt contented, that in Que Eli 
—.— b hay” 


convenient Time, and for convenient Cauſes, in 
« convenient Place, and without Importunity, (for 


2 « that theſe Parts now touched, have not been afore 
cis Time ſo well handled, as ſhe now truſteth it 


« ſhall be) which conſidered, as free Acceſs ſhe 
6 granteth you, as any other hath had, For the 
6 2 point, becauſe no Man at all Times _ 


3 NH, do ſo well, but ſometimes Things may be uttered, 


© which may be miſ- ſpoken; for which Cauſe, in 


that Time alſo you ſhall have her intreatable z but 


© ſhe thinketh your Circumſpection to be ſuch as 
«£ ſhe ſhall not therein need.” 

Now a Word or two to remember you here 
© preſent of both the Houſes; firſt, This it is that! 
* would adviſe you in this preſent Proceeding, to 
© prefer the moſt _—_— Matters firſt, and not 
© trouble yourſelves with ſmall Matters, and of no 


0 Weight; and therein alſo, that all be done to un- 


© derſtand the Truth, and to avoid all ſuperfluous 
Matters, and lofing or driving away of Time. 
© Secondly, It is profitable that you, my Lords, and 
6 all others that be here, conſider that long Time 
© requireth great Expences, and therefore wiſh you 
to make Expedition, the rather to avoid the fame. 
And yet not meaning ſuch Expedition, that an) 
Thing needful to be done, ſhould be lightly paſſed 
© over, and not ſubſtantially done, and ſeen unto; 
© but only I mean that you ſhould ſettle yourſelves 


© wholly to mighty Matters, and thoſe which be 


© neceffary, and to ſpare fuperfluous Things, and 
* which needed not. And this is the Sum I have 
* to ſay,! 

The Publiſher of D'Ewes's Journals charges the 
ſaid Richard Onflow, Eſq; with omitting, in his O- 
ration to the Queen, the accuſtomed Claim for Li- 
berty of Speech and Freedom from Arreſts for the 
Commons and their Followers. He ſeems to atone 


for it, indeed, by ſaying, That, perhaps, the Speax- 
er thought thoſe Riphts of the Houſe were ſo evident 


and unqueſtionable, that they needed no farther 
Confirmation. But this Editor appears not to have 
4 Wa conſidered, 


$9 
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h. conſidered, That this was the ſecond Seffion of a 


October, by the Queen's Command; becauſe, as it is 


Houſe. It ſeems moſt probable, that this was the 


mittee was appointed to wait upon her Majeſty. 
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Parliament; that Mr. Solicitor On/ow' was elected 
Speaker upon a Vacancy occaſioned by the Death 
of Thomas Williams, Ela; And that, as the two 
Points of Liberty of Speech and Freedom from Ar- 
reſts had been, before, claimed by his Predeceſſor in 
that Office, and allowed by the Queen in the firſt 
Seffion ; nothing ſeemed, now, neceſſary for him 
to aſk but ſuch Claims as were Perſonal ; which it 
appears from his Speech, he did not neglect. And 
this Practice ſeems to have been confirmed by ſub- 
ſequent Uſage in like Caſes. 

Nothing material happened, in the Houſe of 
Lords, ell the 22d of October, when a Committee 
of Lords were appointed, by that Houſe, to wait 
upon the Queen, in the Afternoon, to know her 
— Pleaſure. There is no farther Entry 

e of this Matter for that Day; but, three Days 
after, the Lord Treaſurer acquainted the Houſe, 
That the Queen, conſidering his hoary Hairs and 
old Age, accompanied with heavy Griefs; and, un- 
derftanding the Lord Keeper's low Amendment, 
had minded to ſupply both their Defects, by ap- 
pointing Sir Robert Catlyn, Knight, Lord Chief Juſ- 
tice of the Common Pleas, to execute the Office of 
the ſaid Lord Keeper, in Parliament. And her 
Majeſty's Letters Patents, for the ſaid Appointment, 
were read accordingly. We preſume this was the 
Buſineſs for which the aforeſaid Committee waited 
on the Queen. The Lord Treaſurer had adjourn- 
ed the Houſe, from Day to Day, ſince the 5th of 
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entered, the Lord Keeper was fallen ill of the 
Gout (c), and could not attend his Duty in the 


Reaſon; tho the Publiſher of D' Eweys Journals 
hints, That it was on the two great Buſineſſes of the 
Queen's Marriage and Succeſſion, that this Com- 


But no Entry is made, in either Journal, to ſup- 
port this Conjecture, at that Time. 
bi Otaber 


Fa 


ien Podagree Morbo laboravit. Journ. Procer. 


ff WW VWF ww VT VW ww ww © 


f ENGLAND. 


„Licence to a Dean and Chapter, to purchaſe to Queen Elizabeth, 
them and their Succeſſors, a hundred Pound year- 
Sly; which Words be generaliy : Yet if the Pur- 
£ chaſed Lands be holden in Capite, this Grant is 
© yoid, And again, if you grant the Fines and A- 
c merciaments of all your Tenants to one, who 
after chanceth to be Sheriff of a Shire, yet being a 
X& <« Sheri he cannot have them. So this (me ſeem- 


eth) if it pleaſe your Highneſs ſerveth my Caſe. 
© Another Cauſe is for Want of Subſtance to main- 
© tain this my Countenance ; but yet your Maje- 
« ſty's Goodneſs in this Point ſtoppeth my Mouth, 
© for that I have none other Living, but in Manner 
by you. So for all theſe Conſiderations, and di- 
© yers others, as it ſhall pleaſe your Majeſty to con- 
« ſider, | humbly deſire your Highneſs to difallow 
© this Election, commanding them to repair again 
© together, and to chuſe another more fit to ſerve 
© the ſame.” 


Then the Queen called the Lord Keeper, decla- 
ing her Opinion in anſwering him, who returning 
to his Place, ſaid as followeth : 


Mr. OnsLow, 


Office; and doth well perceive your earneſt Suit 
© to be diſcharged of the ſame; and for Anſwer, 
© hath commanded me to ſay, That ſhe doubteth 
© not, but you very well - that when one 
© is choſen to ſerve the Commonwealth, it is not in 


him which is called, who hath appointed him 


* thereunto, Alſo, there is an old Similitude, that 
© like as it appertaineth to the Head to diſpoſe every 
© inferior Member in his Place, fo it pertaineth to 
* the Queen's Majeſty, being the Head, to appoint 
© every one in the Commonwealth. This being 
Truth, and her Majeſty withal remembring your 
c Fidelity and long Experience in Parliament-Mat- 
* ters, and again being choſen by ſo learned and 
* expert Men, thinketh therefore your Fitneſs needeth 
3 | . not 


6 1 H Queen's Majeſty hath heard and well The Lord Keep- 
underitood this diſabling yourſelf to this 2 2Pproves his 
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Mr. Onſlow's 
Anſwer. : 


The Lord Keep- © HE Queen's Majefty hath heard your hum- 


ing; and alſo larger Declarations thereof, if need 
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* untoyouſuth Faith and Credit, according to an an- 1 A 
tient Cuſtom, ſhe cannot but do the like; and alſo 
vou in difabling yourſelf have abled yourſelf, and 
© therefore ſhe doth allow and approve this their EE 
lection, nothing doubting her Opinion in yout 
© Ability to ſerve this Turn.” 9 


— 


Mr. OnsLow?'s Anſwer, 
a 8 Eeing that it hath pleaſed your m_— to rati* 
©. 2» fy this Election, I, to the uttermoſt of my 
© Power, ſhall ſerve your Highneſs and this Com- 
© monwealth ; but firſt my humble Suit is, That it 
< would pleaſe your Majeſty, to accept my Good- 
Will; and, the better to diſcharge my 8 to- 
© wards them which have choſen me, that in great 
Matters ſent from them, I may have Acceſs to 
« your Majeſty at Times convenient, as the Weight 
© ſhall require. Secondly, If by Weakneſs I ſhall 
© miſtake the Effect and Meaning of the Matters 
© committed to me, by the Knights, Citizens and 
© Burgeſles, and thereby, againſt my Will, miſreport 
© them, that then thereby this Commonwealth 
© may take no Detriment ; but that I may confer 
© again with them, the better to underſtand their 
© Meaning, and fo with more Words to utter the 
© ſame unto you: And, I fhall pray, as I am 
© bound, to God, for your long and proſperous 
© Reign over us. 


Then her Majeſty called the Lord Keeper, and 
commanded him to anſwer him, which he did as 
followeth : 


Ar. Speaker, 


8 ble Petitions, and Requeſt made unto her, 
© the Effect whereof ſhe gathereth to ſtand in two 
Points: Firſt, For Acceſs to her Perſon ; and, 
© ſecondly, For good Interpretation of your Mean- 


© be. For the former, her Highneſs (as her noble 
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our of being a Mother before her. Yet did ſhe Queen Elizabeth, 
make no Haſte to follow her Example; and this de- 1566. 
termined the Engliſb Parliament to ſolicit Elizabeth 

ſtrongly about Marriage, or to ſettle the Succeſſion. 

The Papilt, on one hand, were big with Hopes 

W to have it ſettled in the Queen of Scots, and her Iſ- 
me; whilſt the Proteflants, on the other, were 

much divided about a Succeſſor, ſome for one Per- 

fon, ſome for another; every one foreboding fad 

and troubleſome Times, ſhould the Queen die be- 

fore this important Point was eſtabliſhed. 

The Perſons who pretended to have a Title to 
the Crown; and had their ſeveral Abettors, beſides 
the Queen of Scots, were the Counteſs of Lenox, a 
Daughter of Margaret of England, by Archibald 
Douglaſs, Earl of Angus, her ſecond Husband. Ca- 
therine Counteſs of Hertford, the Daughter and 
Coheir of Henry Grey, Marquis of Dorſet, and 
Frances his Wife the eldeſt Daughter and Coheir 
of Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, by Mary 
the French Queen, youngeſt Daughter to * the 
Seventh. " Theſe ſeveral Claims muſt make the Na- 
tion very uneaſy at that Time; fince, without 
ſettling the Succefhon, the ſingle Life of the Queen, 
only, ſtop'd the Door againſt many Troubles which 
might enſue by het Death. For this Reaſon the 
Lords now thought proper to join with the Com- 
mons in an Addreſs to her Majeſty, What the De- 
bates at the Conference were, does not appear in 
either Journal; but Cambden aſſures us, that the 
Heats and Clamours were ſo great, in the Debates 
of both Houſes, about this Affair, that they roundly 
taxed the Queen with a Diſregard to her Country 
and Poſterity. The People were no leſs warm, on 
the Occaſion, without Doors; ſome defamed Cecil 
the Secretary, wich ſlanderous Libels, calling him 
a pernicious Councellor ; whilſt others curſed the 
Queen's Phyſician; Dr Huic, as having diſſuaded 
the Queen from -marrying, on Account, and in 
Pretence of ſome ſupernatural Impediment or De- 
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Queen Elizabeth: In the Houſe of Lords, the Peers that ſpoke the Ml 
%. moſt in this Debate were, the Earls of Pembroke 
and Leiceſter ; the Duke of Norfolk alſo, but more 
cautiouſly, joined the others Opinion, that the 
Queen ought to be obliged to take a Husband ; or ü 
that a Succeſſor ſhould be declared by A& of Par- 

liament, even 1 her Will. But they were 

forced to make Submiſfion for this, and had their 
Pardon. However, the whole Houſe came to a 

Reſolution, to draw up an Addreſs to her Majeſty, 

to be deliver'd by their Speaker, the Lord Keeper 
Bacon ; which Address, or Petition, at large, is 
preſerved by Cambden, with the Queen's Anſwer 

to ĩt; and though prolix enough, and full of - 

Arguments, yet muſt they both find Places in theſe 

nquires. 4 A | 1 1 

The Petition of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, is 

her Majeſty, upon the two great Matters of Mar- 
riage and 9 deliuer d by the Lord Keeper 

in Parliament, Nov. 10, 1566. | i 
OST humbly beſeecheth your excellent 
Majeſty, your faithful, loving and obedi- 
ent Subjects, our Lords both Spiritual and 
"Temporal, aſſembſed in Parliament in your Upper 
Houſe; to be ſo much their good Lady and Sove- 
reign, as according to your accuſtom'd Benignity, 
togrant a gracious and favourable Hearing to their 
Petitions and Suits, which with all Humbleneſs and 
Obedience, they are come hither to preſent to your 
Majeſty by my Mouth, in Matters very nearly and 
_ dearly touching your moſt Royal Perſon, the Im- 
— Crown of this your Realm, and univerſal 
Weal of the ſame z, which Suits, for that they tend 
to the Surety and Preſervation of theſe three Things, 
your Perſon, Crown, and Realm, the deareſt 
Jewel that my Lords have in the Earth; therefore 
they think themſelves, for divers Reſpects, greatly 
bound to make theſe Petitions; as firſt by their Duty 
_to-God, then by their Allegiance to. your Highneſs, 
and laſt] by the Faith they ought to bear to their 
natural Country. And like as, moſt gracious So- 


vereign, 


An Adirefs from 6 
the Lords on that 
Subject. 


Oftber the 26th, a Bill was read the firſt Time, Queen Elizabeth, 
de Lords, declaring the Manner of making and 366. 
enſecrating Archbiſhops and Biſhops ofthis Realm, 
1 good, lawful and perfect. The ſame Day it is 
ntered, that the Lords, after deliberate Conſultation 
nd Advice taken, how to provide in the great 
latter of Succeffion and Marriage, which had been 
' XE-cimated to them from the Houſe of Commons, 
a come to this Reſolution, to ſend Serjeant Carus 
nd Mr. Attorney down to them to notify, That 
nere would be a Member of their Houſe | choſen 
nd ſent to them, to take their Opinion in this 
 MArair. ern | £3 
on the. 3oth, another Committee of Lords was 
= appointed for a Conference with a ſelect Number of 
che Lower Houſe, touching à Petition to be made 
to the Queen's Majeſty, both for the Succeſſion 
and the Marriage. This Committee conſiſted of |, — 
theſe Lords following; the Archbiſhop of erk, both Houſes ap= 
the Lord Treaſurer, the Duke of Norfolk, the Mar- pointed to petiti- 
quis of Northampton ; the Earls of Northumberland, 2323 
Meſtmorelamd, Shrewsbury, Worceſter, Suſſex, Hun- age. 
tingdon, Warwick, _— Pembroke, and Lie- 
ce/ter ; the Viſcounts Montague and Byndon; the 
Biſhops of London, ' Durham, Wincheſter,  Worteſ- 
ter, Lincoln, Rochefler, Coventry and Litchfield ; 
the Lord Admiral and the Lord Chamberlain; the 
Lords Marley, Cobham, Gray, Wentworth, Wind- 
for, Rich, Sheffield, Paget, North, Haſtings of 
Lougbborough, and the Lord Hunſdon. . i 
The Committee of the Commons, for manag- 
ing this Conference, is alſo entred in the Lords 
Journals, whoſe Names were, 


Sir Edv. Rogers, Knt. Sir Thomas. Mroth, Knt. 

Sir Francis Knolles, Knt. Maſter of the Rolls. 

Sir William Cecil, Knt. Sir Nicholas Throgmarton. 
Sir Ambroſe Cave, Knt. Sir Morris Bertley. 

Sir William Petre, Knt. Sir Peter Carew. 

Sir Ralph Sadler, Knt. Sir Jobn Chicheſter. 
Sir Walt Mildmay, Knt. Sir Thomas Gargrave. 

All of her Mijeſty's Sir Henry Newil-. 
Privy Council. Sir Thomas Arnold. a 

opt A | 6” ir 
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Queen Elizabeth. Sir Harry . Mr Recorder of London. 3 
25% Sir John Pollard. Mr Francis Fleetwood. 

Sir Jahn Perrot, Mr Montgomery, 
Sir Gabriel Carew. Mr Thomas Fleetwood, i 
Sir Thomas Gerrard. Mr Bartue. v 
Sir William Cheſter. Mr Amhrey. 
Sir White. Mr Haddon, W 
Sir Jahn St Leger. Mr Edward Leighton, 
Sir Fohn Conflable. Mr Dung. 
Sir—— — Haſtings. Mr Charles Howard, 


Sir John Southwark, Mr: y Knolles, ſen; ln 


Mr Haſſel. 
Mr Hatuitrrxp. 
Mr Fohn Haſtings. 


Sir John Thinne. 
Sir Jahn Turpine-. 
Sir Henry Gates. 


Mr Afley of the Jewel: nl 


Sir Robert Wingficld. 1 
Sir Henry Cheney. Houſe. * Y = 
Sir Ab- Chapman, Knts. Mr Cooley. . 1 
Mx Sethford, Mr. William Moore. = 
Mr Bell, : Mr Hilliar. 4 
Mr Monſon, Mr Knight Marſhal; 
Mr Dalton. Mr Robert Mannors. 
Mr Colbie. Mr Barham. ; 
Mr King fmll. - Mr Francis Newdigates | 
Mr Molneuxe = Mr Warnecombe. ... | 
Mr Marſh, Mr Francis Brown. 
Mr Pratt. Mr Dunch. - 
Mr Northton, Mr Withers. | 
Mr Wray. | Mr Robert Bowles, 
Mr Sanays. . . MriWWilfon. 


The Journal only tell us, that on the 5th Day | F 


of November the fame Committee of Lords, and 


th rty of the Houſe of Commons, were appointed 


to wait upon her Majeſty, by her own ſpecial Com- 


mand. But no Account is given in theſe Records, 
of what was done at the Conſerence, or What 
Anſwer her Majeſty gave to this Committee of Par- 
liament. Hiſtory, however, is not ſo ſilent about 
it; Mr Cambden informs us (d), that the Queen of 
Scots was juſt then delivered of a Son, and that 
Queen Elizabeth ſecretly envied her Rival the Ho- 


(4) Cambden in Kennet, P 399 
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3 1 eign, by theſe Bonds they ſhould have been bound Ween Elizabeth, 


"IT make the like Petition, upon like Occaſion, to 
SF} Prince that it ſhould have pleaſed God to have 
IE ointed to reign over them; ſo they think them- 
ves doubly bound to make the ſame to your Ma- 
=, confilering that beſides the Bond beforemen- 
ere, they ſtand alſo bound fo to do, by the great 
Mc manifold Benefits they have and do receive daily 
your Highneſs's Hands ; which, ſhortly to ſpeak, 
[as great as the Fruits of Peace, common Quiet 
d Juſtice can give; and this with * Care and 
arge to yourſelf. And thus my Lords diverſly 
und, as your Majeſty hath heard, are now to 
en to your Highneſs their humble Petitions and 
e, conſiſting in two Points chiefly ; which not 
4 drily, or the one without the other, but both 
Wnt they deſire your Highneſs to aſſent to: The 
mer is, that it would pleaſe your Majeſty to 
wpoſe yourſelf to marry, where it ſhall pleaſe you, 
Sith whom it ſhall pleaſe you, and as ſoon as it 
au pleaſe you. The ſecond, that ſome ſuch Li- 
itation might be made, how the Imperial Crown 
WF this Realm ſhould remain, if God call your 
Wighneſs without Heir of your Body, (which our 
ord defend) ſo as theſe Lords and Nobles, and o- 
er your Subjects then living, might ſufficiently 
nderſtand to whom they ſhould owe their Alle- 
ance and Duty, due to be done by Subjects; and 
at they might, by your Majeſty's Licence, and 
ith your Favour, treat and confer together this 
arliament-time, for the well doing of this. The 
brmer of theſe two, which eh v larriage, they 
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ed o in their Hearts moſt earneſtly wiſh and pray, as 
n- Thing that muſt needs breed and bring great and 
|, ngular Comfort to yourſelf, and unſpeakable Joy 


nd Gladneſs to all true Engliſb Hearts; But the 


- E<ond carrieth with it ſuch Neceſſity, that without 
ut g they cannot ſee how the Safety of your Royal 
of erſon, the Preſervation of your Imperial Crown 
jat nd Realm, ſhall be, or can be ſufficiently and cer- 


ainly provided for. Moſt gracious and ſovereign 
ady, the lamentable and pitiful State and Condi- 
ol, IV. E tion 
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Queen Elizabeth. tion, wherein all your Nobles and Councellors « i 
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late were, when it pleaſed God to lay his he ln 
Hand upon you, and the Amazedneſs that md 
Men of Underſtanding were by the Fruit of h 
Sickneſs brought into, 1s one Cauſe of this their P. | 
tition 3 the ſecond, the Aptneſs and Opportuni 
of the Time, by reaſon of this Parliament, when 
by both ſuch Advice, Conſideration and Conſen 
as is requiſite in ſo great and weighty a Cauſe, m 
be better heard and uſed, than, at any other Tin 
when no Parliament is. The third, for that th 
afſenting and performing of theſe Petitions, canna 
as they think, but 9 Terror to our E 
mies, and therefore muſt of Neceffity bring gr nl 
Surety to your Perſon ; and efpecially by Additia 
of ſuch Laws, as may be join'd with this Limitat__ 
on, fora — and ſure 1 * it, and egen £8 
ing of your Majeſty againſt all Practices and Cha 
— he e ak for that the like (as it 10 7 
ſuppoſed) hath been done by divers of your nobꝭ 
Progenitors, both of old Time and of late Day 
and alſo by other Princes your Neighbours, of tu 

reateſt Eſtate in Europe; and for that Experienalil 
hath taught, that Good hath come of it. Th 
fifth, for that it appeareth by Miſtories, how that if 
Times paſt, Perſons mheritable to Crowns bein 
Votaries and Religious, to avoid ſuch Dangers i 
might have happen'd for Want of Succefſion ul 
Kingdoms, have left their Vows and Monaſterie . 
and taken themſelves to Marriage; as Conſtantia ii 
Nun, Heir to the Kingdom of Sicily, married afu 
fifty Years of Age, to Henry VI. Emperor of thai 
Name, and had Iſſue Frederict II. And likewiſe P- 
ter of Arragon, being a Monk, married, the beta 
to eſtabliſh and pacify that Kingdom. Again, 4» 
toninus Pins is as much commended, for that nd 
two Days before his Death, he ſaid to his Counci, 
leto animo morior, quoniam filium vobis relingu 
Pyrrhas'is of all godly Men deteſted, for ſaying vi 
would leave his Realm to him that had the Maße 
Sword. What but Want of a Succeſſor known 
made an End of ſo great an Empire as A, 
- + b 


Lo” 
ry 


= 
k. 

p 5 

bo 


= 


od — 
1 
bs 
= 
11 
g 


„ ENGLAND. 
Great did leave at his Death ? The fixth Cauſe 


ws for that my Lords do judge, the performing of 
l bill breed ſuch an univerſal Gladneſs in the 
ts of all your true and loving Subjects, that 
iy and probably you ſhall find them in all Com- 
aments ready and glad to adventure their Goods, 
__ nds and Lives in your Service, according to 
= ir bounden Duties; which of Neceſſity muſt 


ed great Surety to your Majeſty. The ſeventh 


thy = your Highneſs without Heir of your Body, 
n ich God grant never be ſeen, if it be his Will) 


10 d yet your Majeſty right well knoweth, that 


reg Winces and their Offspring, be they never fo great, 
n ver lo ſtrong, never ſo like to live, be 25 mor- 
. :nd ſubject every Day, yea every Hour, to 
eu gods Call; my Lords think, this happening, and 
e Limitation made, cannot, by their Judgments, 


t be the Occaſion of very evident and great Dan- 
=: and Peril to all Eſtates and Sorts of Men of 
His Realm, by the Factions, Seditions, and inteſ- 
e War, that will grow, for Want of Under- 
Sanding to whom they ſhould yield Allegiance and 
"SP uty ; whereby much innocent Blood is moſt like 
be ſhed, and many of thoſe to loſe their Lives 
at now would gladly beſtow them for your Sake, 
your Majeſty's Service. The eighth, for that 
ie not performing of this, the other happening, 
oth leave the Realm without Government, which 
the greateſt Danger that can happen to any. King- 
om; for every Prince, is Anima Legis, and fo re- 
duted in Law, and therefore upon the Death of 
Princes the Law dies ; all the Offices of Juſtice 
hereby the Laws are to be executed, do ceaſe ; 
ul Writs and Commandments to call Parties to the 
Execution of Juſtice, do hang in Suſpenſe; all 
commiſſions for the Peace, and for the Puniſhment 
bf Offenders, do determine and loſe their Force; 


4 bereby it followeth conſequently, that Strength 
1 and Will muſt rule, and neither . nor Reaſon, 


during ſuch a Vacation and Inter Reign; wherein 
ſuch an Incertainty of Succeſſion is like to laſt ſo 
E 2 long, 


eee, becauſe the not doing of this, (if God ſhould 
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long, as it is to be feared (if God's Mercy be not 
the greater) that thereby we may become a Prey to 
Strangers, (which our For defend) or at leaft loſe 
the great Honour and Eſtimation that long time 
hath pertained to us. And like as, moſt gracious 
Sovereign, my Lords have been moved for the 
worldly Reſpect aforeſaid, to make their humble 
Petitions to. your Majeſty; ſo by the Examples, 
Counſels, yea and Commandments, that they have 
heard out of the ſacred Scriptures, and for Conſci- 
ence-ſake they feel themſelves conſtrain'd, and en- 
forced to do the like. God, your Highneſs know- 
eth, by the Courſe of the Scriptures, hath declared 
Succeſſion and having of Children to be one of the 
principle Benedictions in this Life; and on the con- 
trary, he hath pronounced contrarywiſe: And 
therefore Abraham pray d to God for Ice, fearing 
that Eliazur, his Steward, ſhould have been his 
Heir; and had Promiſe that Kings ſhould proceed 
of his Body. Hannah, the Mother of Samuel, pray- 
ed to God with Tears for Iſſue: And Elizabeth, 
(whoſe . Name your Majeſty beareth) Mother to 
John the Baptiſt, was joyful when God had bleſſed her 
with Fruit, accounting herſelf thereby to be delivered 
from Reproach. And as this is a Bleſſing in pri- 
vate Houſes, ſo is it much more in Kingdoms, as 
it plainly appeareth in the two Kingdoms of 1ſrael 
and Judah. Unto the Kingdom of Fudah, con- 
taining. but two Tribes, or thereabouts, God gave 
lineal Succeſſion by Deſcent of Kings; and there- 
fore they continued a long Time. The Kingdom 
of Iſrael, containing ten Tribes, or thereabouts, of- 
ten deſtitute of lawful Heirs, the one half of the 
People following the one, and the other half follow- 
ing the other, by Wars and Seditions weaken'd, came 
ſoon to Ruin, as plainly appeareth by the third and 
fourth Book of Kings. And again, in the Time of 
the Judges, becauſe there was no ordinary Suceſſion, 
the People were oftentimes overcome, and carried 
into Captivity. Beſides, it is plain, by the Scrip- 
tures, that godly Governours and Princes (as Fathers 


af their Countries) have always been careful to 3 
e 
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the great Evil that might enſue, through Want of Queen — 
1 5 . 


Limitation of Succeſſion ; therefore Moſes did en- 
join Joſhua to be his Succeflor; and David his Son 
Solomon; whereby a Sedition was appeaſed, begotten 
by Adamjah : Of this there be many Examples. 
farther, ſeeing it may be eaſily gathered by Experi- 
ence of all Ages paſt, that Civil Wars, Effuſion of 
Chriſtian Blood, and conſequently Ruins of King- 
doms do follow, where Realms be left without a 
Certainty of Succeſſion ; and your Majeſty is alto 
inform'd of the ſame, and ſued unto for Redrefs - 
If therefore now no ſufficient Remedy. ſhould be by 


your Highneſs provided, that then it ſnouid be a 7 


dangerous Burden, before God, to your Majeſty, 
and you were to yield a ſtrict Account to God for 
the ſame ; conſidering you are placed, as the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel ſaith, in altiſſimo Speculo of this Com- 
mon wealth, and ſee the Sword coming, and provide 
no Remedy for the Defence of it. Laſtly, The 
Spirit of God pronounceth, by the Mouth of St, 
Paul, to Timothy, That whoſoever maketh no due 
Proviſum for his Family, is in very great Danger 10 
God-ward ; and alſo by the Mouth of St. Fohn, 
That whoſoever 2 but one Brother in Neceſſity, and 
doth ſhut up the Bowels of Pity and Compaſſion from 
him, hath not the Love of God remaining in him : 
Whereby it is plain and manifelt, how fearful a 
Thing it were, if this whole Realm, containing fo 
many Families, were not, in a perilous Cafe, upon 
their Suit provided for; or if the Bowels of Mercy 
ſhould be ſhut up from ſo many Thouſands, which 
every Way were like to fall into moſt extreme Mi- 
ſeries, if God ſhould call your Highneſs without 
Certainty of Succeflion ; which we pray to God 
may never happen, Moſt excellent Princeſs, the 
Places of Scripture containing the ſaid Thręatnings, 
be ſet forth with more ſharp Words than be here 
expreſſed. Thus, moſt gracious Sovereign, your 


Lords and Nobles, both Spiritual and Temporal, . 


have, as briefly as they can, firſt ſhewed to your Ma- 
jelty, how diverſly they take themſelves hound, to 
make theſe their humble Petitions unto you; and 
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Queen Elizabeth. then what their Petitions be; and after that what 


1 566. 
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Reaſons for wordly Reſpects, and what by the 
Scriptures, and for Conſcience-Sake, have mov'd 
them thus to do ; which here upon their Knees, ac- 
cording to their bounden Duty, they moſt humbly 
and earneſtly pray your Majeſty to have Conſidera- 
tion of in Time ; and to give them ſuch favourable 
and comfortable Anſwer to the fame, that ſome 

ood Effect and Conclufion may grow before the 
End of the Seffion of this Parliament, the uttermoſt 
Day of their greateſt Hope, whereby this Common- 
wealth, which your Highneſs found to be Lateritia, 


as Auguſtus did his, and by your great Providence is 


now come to be Marmorea, ſhall not for Want of 
performing this, if God ſhall call your Highneſs 
without Heir of your Body, be in more dangerous 
Eftate and Condition, than ever it was that an 
Man can remember. True it is, that this Suit is 
made by my Lords, not without great Hope of good 
Succeſs, by reaſon of the Experience that they have 
had of your bountiful Goodneſs ſhewed to them, 
and the reſt of your loving Subjects, divers and ſun- 
dry Ways, fince the Beginning of your Reign; 
which they pray God long to continue, to his 
Honour, with all Felicity.” 


Her Majeſty's Anſwer. 


Olnce there can be no duer Debt than a Prince's Word, 

to keep that unſpotted, for my Part, as one that 
would be loth that the ſelf-ſame Thing that keepeth 
Merchants Credit from Craze, ſhould be the Cauſe 
that a Prince's Speech ſhould merit Blame, and fo their 
Honour quail ; therefore I will an Anſiuer give, and 
this it tis: The two Petitions that you preſented me 
(which mul doubtleſs relate to the two ſeveral Parts 
of one and the ſame Petition, viz. the Marriage and 
the — 1 and might not improperly be ſo called 
tho' couch d in one Body, and as the Wards alſo follow- 
ing do in Manner explain it) expreſs d many Words 
which contain d in Sum theſe two Things, as of your 


JU 


Cares the greateſt, my Marriage and my 9 
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which two I think the laſt beſt to be touch d, and of Queen Elizabeth, 
the other a filent Thought may ſerve. For, I thought 1566. 
it had been ſo defer" d, as none other Trees Bloſſom ſhould 

have been minded, or ever any Hope of any Fruit had 

been denied you, And yet by the Way, if any here 

doubt, that I am, by Vow or Determination, bent ne- 

ver to trade in that Kind of Life, put out that Kind 

of Hereſis; 2 your Belief is therein awry, For 

tho? I can think it beſt for a private Woman, yet I dg 

firive with myſelf not to think it meet for a Prince ; 

and if I can bend my Liking to your Need, I will not 

refift ſuch a Mind, 

But, to the laſt, think not that you had needed this 
Defire, if I had ſeen a Time ſo fit, and it ſo ripe to be 
denounced. The W of the Cauſe, therefare, and 
Need of your Returns, doth make me ſay that which I 
think the Wiſe may eaſily gueſs, that as a ſhort Time 

for ſo long Continuance, ought not to paſs by roat, as 
many tell their Tales ; even ſo, as Cauſe by Conference 
with the Learned ſhall ſhew me Matter worth the 
Cowan fy your Behoof, ſo ſhall I more gladly pur- 
fue your Good, after my Days, than with all my Pray- 
ers, whilſt I live, be Means to linger my living Thread. 
And thus, much more than I thought, will I add for your 
Comfort : I have good Record in this Place, that o- 
ther Means than you mention, have been thought af, 
perchance for your Good, as much as for my Surety, no 
leſs ; which, if preſently and conveniently could have 
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45 been executed, it had not been now deferr'd or over- 

at ſhipped, But I hope T ſhall die in > a4 with Nunc 

th Dimittis z which cannot be, without J ſee ſome 

fe Glimpſe of your following Surety, after my graved 

ir ones, 

od 

ne The Houſe of Lords having received this Anſwer 

ts to their Addreſs, were, ſeemingly, fatished ; but the ich is not f- 
1d Commons were much hotter in the Affair; and, as tisfaQory, and 
ed Cambden writes, Dutton, Wentworth and other Mem- occaſions great 
o- bers of that Houſe, ſuch as Bell and Monſon, great 

as Lawyers, grated hard on the Queen's Royal Prero- 

ur gative. They mantained, amongſt other Points, 

n. That Kings are bound to appoint a Succeſſor; 

Of E 4 that 
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Queen Elizabeth, © that the Affection of the Subject is the moſt im 
7566. © pregnable Bulwark and Support of the Prince: 
© but that Princes can gain this Affection no other- 
* wiſe, than by providing for the Welfare of their | 
Subjects, both whilſt after they live and after | 
© their Death. And which can by no Means be 
© done, but where *tis certainly known who ſhall 
© ſucceed -to the Throne. That the Queen, by 
© not appointing a Succeſſor, did at once provoke 
© the Wrath of God and alienate the Hearts of her 
© People. Whereas, would ſhe poſleſs the Affec- 
* tions of her Subjects, and the Favour of God, 
© and live for ever in the Remembrance of her Peo- 
© ple, ſhe muſt of Courſe nominate a Succeſſor. 
If not, ſhe would be rather a Step-Mother of her 
Country, or ſomething worſe, than the Nurſing- 
Mother thereof; as being, ſeemingly, deſirous 
© that England, which lived as it were in her, ſhould 
© rather expire with than ſurvive or out-laſt her. 
That none but timorous Princes, or ſuch as were 
© hated by their People, or faint-hearted Women, 
'© did ever ſtand in Fear of their Succeſſors; nor 
© can that Prince, with any Reaſon, apprehend 
© Dangers from a Succeſſor, who is fortified and 
© ſecured by the Love and Duty of his Subjects.“ 
The Queen being made acquainted with the Bold- 
— ugg neſs of theſe Speeches, it gave her no little Concern, 
ſents it 3 for the preſent, tho* ſhe ſeemed to overlook it. 
| She knew very well the Hazard of naming and ap- 
pointing a Succeſſor, by her own Experience; the 
Secrets of her late Siſter's Bed-Chamber, having 
been brought immediately to her, by thoſe who had 
a Mind to worſhip the riſing Sun. However, the 
Points above-mentioned being ſtill inſiſted on, 
with much Heat and great Inſolence; and the Mem- 
bers ſo audacious as to back their Pertneſs with In- 
vectives and Abuſes, the Queen was reſolved to put 
a Stop to theſe Proceedings. Accordingly, her Ma- 
jeſty commanded thirty Members of the Lower 
Houſe, as is mentioned in the Journals, along with 
the Committee of Lords, to make their Appearance 
efore her. On their coming to her, ſhe endea- 
F 8 d voured 
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* WW woured firſt to ſmooth and qualify their Minds by — 2 
11 many obliging Expreſſions; but, afterwards gave . 
9 them a ſmart Reproof, in which, however, ſhe 
rö˙emixed ſome Sweetneſs with Majeſty. She promiſed 
ràʒʃͤi tem to manage Things not only with the Care of 
e a Prince, but the Tenderneſs of a Parent; by 
1 which Means ſhe diverted them from their Reſolu- 
. 6 tion. And, becauſe the Parliament had offered 
e F greater Subſidies than *uſual, on Condition ſhe 
r SS would declare a Succeſſor, ſhe utterly refuſed that 
- = extraordinary Supply, and accepted of a much ſmal.- 
, ; ler Sum. Abating the Receipt of the fourth Part 
- of the Money ſo granted; and telling them, after 
. commending their Regard for her, That Money in her 
r Subjects Purſe, was as good as in her own Exchequer. 
- This is the Subſtance of what the Hiſtorian writes 
s of this Matter ; as, indeed, it is alſo of what we 
d find in the Fournals of the Commons, about it: 
6 Except that two Inhibitions were ſent to that Houſe, : 
e by the Queen, expreſly forbidding them to proceed — 1 bow” 
, in that Affair any farther. This occaſioned a Mo- ing, on that Job- 
Ir tion to be made, by Paul Wentworth, Eſq. to ject. 
d know whether the Queen's Commands and Inhibi- 
d tion were not againſt the Liberties and Privileges of 
the Houſe ? On which nice Queſtion, the Debates, 
- aforementioned, were grounded. Many Argu- 
„ ments enſued upon this; and the Debate laſted from 
. Nine in the Morning, November 1 1th, till Two in 
- the Afternoon. Next Day the Speaker was again 
ie ſent for to Court; who reported to the Houſe, 
9 © That he had received a ſpecial Command from 
d © the Queen, that there ſhould be no farther Talk 
e © of that Matter; and if any Perſon thought him- 
l, © ſelf not ſatisfied, and had further Reaſons, let him 
j- * come and ſhew them before the Privy Council.” 
j- But we find that ſome Time after, November 
It 25th, the Speaker, coming again from her Majeſty, 
|= declared to the Houſe, © That for the Good- Will 
Jy ſhe bore to them, ſhe did revoke her two former 
h © Commandments ; but defired the Houſe to pro- 
e ceed no further in the Matter at that time.” 
j- Which Revocation, ſays the Journal, was taken 
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— by the Houſe moſt joyfully; with moſt hearty 


Prayer and Thanks for the ſame.— In this Diſpoſi- 
tion, however, the Queen continued all her Life ; 
ſhe would never ſuffer an Act of Parliament to be 
made to ſettle the Succeſſion; as very well know- 
ing that, after her, it would ſettle itſelf, and the 
Crown devolve, as ſhe afterwards expreſſed on her 
Death-Bed, to her Couſin the King of Scots. 

The Supply was moved in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, October 195th, by Mr. Comptroller Rogers, 
and ſeconded by Secretary Cecil; who declared, 
That it was to defray the Queen's Charges at 
* Newhaven, the Navy, and the Munitions againſt 
Jahn O Neyle, in Ireland.” 

'This Bill was ſent up to the Lords, on the 19th 

| Day of December, read a firſt Time in the Aſter- 
noon of the ſame Nay, and paſſed that Houſe on the 

4 Sublidy, 18th. The Grant was one Fifteenth, one Tenth, 
and a Subſidy ; a Subſidy from the Clergy had been 

confirmed by Parliament ſome Days before (i). 

Part of this Tax, as our learned Author writes, the 

Queen remitted; as not caring to lie under too high 

an Obligation to her Parliament, conſidering ſhe 

was reſolved not to oblige them, either in taking a 


Husband herſelf, or declaring a Succeſſor to the 
Crown, 


An AR paſta Mr, Cambden, takes Notice but of one Act that 
declaring the Va- paſſed this Seffion, tho? the Liſt in the Lord's Jour- 
lidiry of the Eng- na mention the Titles of thirty-four, Indeed, 
__ there are few or none of them hiſtorical enough to 
be taken Notice of, in this Place, except an Act, 
declaring © the Election, Conſecration, Confirma- 
tion and Inſtallment of the Archbiſhops and Bi- 
© ſhops of England, to be good and lawful ; and 
that the ſaid Biſhops were elected and conſecrated 
© duly, and according to the Laws of the Land.“ 
But this Act did not paſs the Houſe of Lords una- 
nimouſly; for on the third Reading of the Bill, No- 
vember 6th, we find that the Earls of Northumber- 
land, Weftmorland, Worceſter and Suſſex ; the Viſ- 
count Mantague; the. Barons Morley, Dudley, 


Dacre, 
(4) This was 4 6. in the Pound, to be paid in three Years, 
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Dacre, Monteagle, Cramwell and Mordaunt, pro- 
teſted againſt it, We may ſuppoſe that this ſmall 
Number of Peers was all the Strength the Papi 
Party had then in the Houſe ; and that the Biſhops 
were all ſteady and unanimous in ſupporting their 
own Creations. But tho? the Roamani/ts were weak 
amongſt the Repreſentatives of the Nation, yet in 
the Body of it their Power was very ſtrong, In 
order to ſubvert the Proteflant Religion, they ſtruck 
at the very Fundamentals of that Prieſthood, by aſ- 
ferting, boldly, That the Ordination of their Biſhops 
was falſe and counterfeit ; not being able to prove a 
regular Succeſſion from the Apoſtolic Times. This 
Diſpute has laſted even down to our own Time: 
But a famous French Prieſt (4), ſome few Years ago, 
cleared up that Point, in Behalf of the Engliſb Cler- 

y; and has ſet the infamous Story of the Nag's- 
Head Conſecration, entirely aſide. In Queen Eli- 
zabeth's Time, however, the Diſpute was ended by 
an Act of Parliament, which not only declared, as 
above, but by it was enacted, © That both the pre- 
* ſent Biſhops, and all ſuch as ſhould be hereafter 
< conſecrated, were to be deemed truly and lawfully 
$ ſuch, any former Law, or Canon, to the con- 
$ trary, notwithſtanding (I).“ 

Amongſt the Acts paſſed this Seſſion not menti- 
oned in the printed Statutes, the following are moſt 
remarkable; | 

An Act for taking the Benefit of the Clergy 
© from certain felonious Offenders,' 

An Act for the Corporation of Merchant-Ad- 
5 venturers, for the diſcovering of new Trade,“ 

An Act for the Confirmation of Letters Patents 
granted to the Merchant-Adventurers of the City 
of Briftal,” 

An Act confirming the Queen's Letters Patents 
concerning the Making of Alum and Coperas, 
within her Realms and Dominions,” _ 

* An Act for the making Salt in the ſame, &c. 

In 


(1) Father Le Courgyer,Canon of St. Genpvieus at Paris, 
(1) Statutes at large, An, Eliz, Reg. 8. C. 1. 
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Queen Elirabeth, In this Seſſion a Bill was brought into the Houſe 


1566. 


of Lords, and read twice, That no Man kil- 
© ling any Perſon at, what is called in the Journals 
« x* Pricks, or longer Mark, ſhall forfeit his Goods 
or Chatels (m). Which Bill, becauſe it touched 
the Queen's Prerogative, it was thought convenient 
to proceed in it no farther, till her Majeſty's Pleaſure 
was known therein. But we hear no more of it. 

Laſtly, an Act for a free and general Pardon, as 
was in every Parliament of this Reign, was paſſed. 

The Bills being all ready, after a ſhort Ad- 
journment, from the goth of December, to the 
2d of January; on that Day, the Queen 
came, by Water, from I biteball, as was her 
uſual Cuſtom, and landed on the Back-Side 
of the Parliament Chamber. After which 
being apparel'd in her Parliament-Robes, with 
a Caul on her Head, ſhe came forth, and proceed- 
ed up and took her Seat ; the Marqueſs of North- 
ampton, carrying the Cap of Maintenence, ftood 
on her Right Hand, and the Earl of Neftmorland 
the Sword at her Left Hand, with the Heralds and 
Serjeants at Arms before her ; the Queen's Mantle 
born upon either Side from her Arms, by the Earl 
of Leiceſter and the Lord Hunſdon, who always 
ſtood ftill by her for the aſſiſting thereof, when ſhe 
ſtood up ; her Train born by the Lady Strange, aſ- 
ſiſted by the Lord Chamberlain, and Vice-Cham- 
berlain. At the Left Hand ofthe Queen, and South 
Side, kneeled the Ladies ; and behind the Queen, 
at the Rail, ſtood the Lord Keeper on the Right 
Hand, the Lord Treaſurer on the Left Hand, with 
divers young Lords and Peers eldeſt Sons. 

6 Then all being placed, Mr. On/low the Speaker 
was brought in, between Sir Francis Knolles V ice- 
Chamberlain, and-Sir Ambroſe Cave Chancellor of 
the Dutchy; and after Reverence done, proceeded 
down to the Wall, and from thence came up to the 
Rail, in the Way making three Reverences ; and 
ſanding there, made other three like Reverences, 
and then began his Oration, as followeth: 


{m) We ſuppoſe this was ſhooting with Bow and Arrow, | 
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Moſt excellent and virtuous Princeſs, &c. 


: W HERE I have been elected by the 
1 Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of this 
your Nether Houſe, to be their Mouth, or Speak- 
« er, and thereunto appointed and allowed by Your 
£ Majeſty, to ſupply the ſame Room, to the be- 
« wraying of my Wants; eſpecially, that thereby I 
© ſhall be forced utterly to diſcover the Barrenneſs of 
© my Learning before this noble Aſſembly which 
© not a little grieveth me, and would gladly be ex- 
© cuſed, conſidering the true Saying, How there is 
© no Difference between a wiſe Man and a Fool, if 
© they may keep Silence; which I require. But, 
© again, conſidering your Majeſty's Clemency, tak- 
© ing in good Part the Goodwill of the Party for 
Want of Ability, which putteth me in Remem- 
© brance and good Hope,, perſuading me that you 
will not . e ſaid Clemency from me con- 
* trary to your Nature. 

Again, when I conſider my Office as Speaker, 
© it is no great Matter, being but a Mouth, to utter 
© Things appointed me to ſpeak unto you, and not 
© otherwiſe ; which conſiſteth only in ſpeaking, and 
© not in any other Knowledge ; whereby I gather 
© how it is neceſſary, I ſpeak ſimply and plainly; ac- 
© cording to the Truth and Truſt repoſed in me. 
And thus, conſidering whoſe Mouth I am, which 
© choſe me to ſpeak for them, being the Knights, 
Citizens and Burgeſſes, who were not alſo by the 
© Commons choſen for their Eloquence, but for 
© their Wiſdom and Diſcretion ; by this Means, 
© being fit Men to whom the Commons have com- 
© mitted the Care and Charge of themſelves, Wives 
© and Children, Lands and Goods; and fo in their 
© Behalf to foreſee, and take Order for all Things 
© neceſſary, © Thus they being choſen by the plain 
© Commons, it is neceſſary they elect a plain Speak- 
© er, fit for the plain * and therefore well 
provided at firſt to have ſuch a one as ſhould afe 
plain Words, and not either ſo fine that they can- 

TY oe +: * not 
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Queen Elizabeth. © not be underſtood, or elſe ſo eloquent, that now 
66. © and then they miſs the Cuſhion. 
© But now, upon Occaſion of beholding your 
Grace and this noble Aſſembly, I conſider the 
* manifold and great Benefits, which God ſuddenly 
© hath ſent unto this Country ; for, —_— God 


© hath granted the Benefit of Creation and Confer- 
vation, with many other Commodities, to other 
© Nations of the World, yet this our Native Coun- 
© try he hath bleſſed, not only with the like, but 
« alſo with much more Fruitfulneſs than any other; 
of which great and ineſtimable Benefit of God's 
© Preferment, which appeareth better by the Want 
© that others have of the fame, I am occaſioned 
© now to ſpeak, the rather to move and ſtir up our 
* Hearts, to give moſt hearty Thanks to God for 
© the ſame, | ; 

Now to ſpeak of Government by Succeſſion, 
Election, Religion or Policy; firſt, If the Body 
© ſhould want a Head, it were a great Monſter ; 
t ſoit is likewiſe if it have many Heads, as if upon 
© every ſeveral Member were a Head. And to 
© ſpeak of one Head; although in the Body be ſeve- 
© ral Members, which be made of Fleſh, Bones, Si- 
* news and Joints, yetthe one Head thereof govern- 
© eth wiſely the ſame ; which if it ſhould want, 
£ we ſhould be worſe than wild Beaſts, without a 
Shepherd, and ſo worthily be called a monſtrous 
. Beaſt 


© Again, If the Body ſhould be governed by 
© many Heads, then the ſame would ſoon come to 
< Deſtruction, hy reaſon of the Cantreverſy amongſt 
them, who would never agree, but be deſtroyed 
© without any Foreign Invaſion ; therefore God 
© ſeeth it is needful that the People have a King, 
© and therefore a King is granted them; and fo 
© therefore the beſt Government is to be ruled by 
©* one King, and not many, who may maintain and 
© cheriſh the Good and Godly, and puniſh the Un- 
« godly and Offenders. 
As for Government by Election, in that is 
© great Variance, particularly, Strifes and Part-tak- 
8 ings. 
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© ings. 


© out one, which is called the Moſt Holy, as that 


© of the Pope; and weigh how holily and quietly 
© it is done, called indeed holy and quiet, but utter- 
© ly unholy and unquiet, with great Part-takings 
and Strifes. | 


Now touching Religion. To ſee the Divine 


Providence of God, how that many Nations be 
« ooyerned by one Prince; which were impoſſible, 
« but that God ordereth it ſo, by whom the Or- 
«© der of Regimen is appointed, and that in his 
© Scriptures ; wherefore the Subjects ought to obey 
« the ſame, yea although 1 were evil, and much 
more thoſe that be good. So God hath here ap- 
© pointed us not a Heathen, or unbelieving Prince 
© as he might, but a faithful, and one of his own 
© Children, to govern us his Children: In which 
© Government the Prince ſerveth God two Ways; 
© as a Man, and as a King. In that he is a Man, 
© he ought to live and ſerve God, as one of his 
© good Creatures; and that he is a King, and ſo 
God's ſpecial Creature, he ought to make Laws 
© whereby God may be truly worfhiped, and that 
5 his Subjects might do no Injury one to another, 
© and eſpecially to make Quietneſs amongſt the 
* Miniſters of the Church; to extinguiſh and put 
away all hurtful and unprofitable Ceremonies, in 
© any Caſe contrary to God's Word: In which 
Point, we have, in your Majeſty's Behalf, great 
« Thanks to give unto God, in ſetting forth unto us 
© the Liberty of God's Word, whereof before we 
© were bereaved, and that you have reformed the 
© State of the corrupt Church, now drawing Souls 
© out of dangerous Errors, which afore by that 
© Corruption they were led and brought unto. - 
* And concerning Policy, God hath committed 

* to your Highneſs two Swords; the one of which 
© may be called the Sword of War, to puniſh out- 
© ward Enemies withal; and the other the Sword 
© of Juſtice, to correct offending Subjects. In 
© which Point ofPolicy, Your Majeſty is not behind 
© your Progenitors; for although, at your Entrance, 
4 you 
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Queen Elizabeth. c you found this Realin in War, and ungarniſhed 
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© with Munition, and that with ſuch Store as never 
© was before; yet you have diſlodged our antient 
Enemies which were planted and placed even 
© upon the Walls of this Realm. And concerning 
Policy in Laws, as Bones, Sinews. and Joints be 
© the Fooch of a natural Body, ſo are good Laws 
© the Strength of a Commonwealth: And your 
«* Laws be confifting of two Points, the Common 
© Laws, and the Statutes. 42 J. 
And for the Common Law, it is ſo grounded on 
© God's Laws and Nature's, that three ſeveral Nati- 
© ons governing here have all allowed the ſame; 
* which is not inferior, but rather ſuperior, and more 
© indifferent than any other Law. For, by our 
Common Law, although there be for the Prince 
© provided many Princely Prerogatives and Royal- 
© ties; yet it is not ſuch, as the Prince can take 
0 PROD or other Things, or do as he will, at his 
© own Pleaſure, without Order : But quietly to 
© ſuffer his Subjects to enjoy their own, without 
* wrongful Oppreſſion, wherein other Princes by 
© their Liberty do take as pleaſeth them. | 
« Ariſtotle ſaith, That the Life of the Prince is 
© the Maintenance of the Laws, and that it is better 
© to be governed by a good Prince, than by good 
© Laws; and ſo your Majeſty, as a good Prince, 
© is not given to Tyranny, contrary to your Laws; 
© but have and do pardon divers'of your Subjects 
© offending againſt the Laws. As now for Ex- 
© ample of your ſpecial Grace, you have granted a 
© general Pardon, either without our Seeking, or 
C king for; whereby it is the better welcome. 
© Again, Your Majeſty hack not attempted to make 
Laws contrary to Order, but orderly have called 
this Parliament, who perceived certain Wants, 
© and thereunto have put their helping Hand. And 
© for Help of evil Manners, good Laws are brought 
© forth ; of the which we beſeech your Excellent 
* Majeſty, ſo many as you ſhall allow, to inſpire 
with the Breath of your Majefty's Power; —_ 
| — : l ; & + S 7 


if ENGLAN D: 
by they may be quickned, which now want 
Life, and ſo be made Laws: 7 | 
Furthermore concerning Payments to be made 
© to the Prince, it is as to deliver the ſame to God's 
' © Miniſters, who are appointed always for our De- 
« fence ; wherefore your humble Subjects do offer 
« a Subſidy, to be put into your Majeſty's Treaſure; 
« which, although it be but as a Mite, ora Farthing, 
yet is the good Will of them to be reputed as the 
poor Widow's was in the Goſpel; wherein I muſt 
«© not omit to do that which never Speaker did be- 
© fore, viz. to deſire your Majeſty not to regard this 
« fimple Offer of ours, but therein to accept our 
good Will, wherein your Highneſs bath prevented 
me in taking in the beſt Part our good Will; and 
© required us to retain in our Hands Part of our 
« Gift, and accounting it to be in our Purſes as in 
your own; and ſo is our Duty, beſides the Policy 
thereof, it being for our own Defence: And alſo 
« Honeſty, for that we have received many Bene- 
fits by your Majeſty; for he that doth a good 
Turn, deſerveth the Praiſe, and not he which af- 
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« terwards goeth about to reward, or doth reward 


the ſame. Alſo giving moſt hearty Thanks to 
God, for that your Highneſs hath ſignified your 
| © Pleaſure of your Inclination to Marriage; which 
© afore you were not given unto, which is done for 
our Safeguard; that when God ſhall call you, you 
© ſhall leave of your own Body to ſucceed you, 
which was the greateſt Promiſe that God made 
to David, and the greateſt Requeſt that Abraham 
« deſired of God, when God promiſed him exceed- 
© ing great Reward : Who ſaid; Lord, what wilt 
* thou give me, when I go childleſs, and he that is the 
« Steward of mine Hauſe, is mine Heir f Therefore 
God grant us, that, as your Majeſty hath defen- 
* ded the Faith of Abraham, you may have the like 
Deſire of Iſſue with you. And for that Purpoſe, 
* that you would ſhortly embrace the holy State of 
* Matrimony, to have one, when and with whom 
* God ſhall appoint, and beſt like your Majeſty ; and 
* fo the Iſſue of your own Body, by your Example, 

Vol. IV. F rule, 
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Wren — rule over our Poſterity; and that we may ob- 
"—_— © tain this, let us give our moſt humble Thanks to Wl 
© God for his mariifold Benefits beſtowed upon us, 
© And pray for the Reign of your Majeſty's Ifſue, 
« after your lotig-defired Government. | 
| Then the Lord Keeper (after the Queen had cal. i 
led him, and told him her Mind) anſwered to Mr. 
Speaker, and ſad, | 9 
ar 
3 Speaker, | 5 
The Lord Keep- © T HE Queen hath heard and underſtood your 
WE 2 


wiſe and eloquent Oration, whereby prin- 

« cipally I gather four Things; Firſt, difabling WW 

a = elf. Secondly, concerning Governance. 

© The Third, touching the Subſidy. And, laſtly, 

< in giving Thanks; which alſo was intermingled 

* 7 all parts of your Oration. 

« And for the firſt, In diſabling yourſelf, you have 
therein contrarily bewrayed your on Ableneſs. 

For the Second, concerning Governance, MW 

well by Succeſſion as Election, of Religion and WM 

Policy, in which Diſcourſe you have dealt well, 

© I therefore leave it, arid mean to ſpeak only a fey 
Words, as to your laſt Word, Policy. | 

c Polititk Orders be Rules of all good Acts, and 

© touching thoſe that you have made to the Over- 

© throwing of good Laws, they deſerve Reproof 25 

well as the others deſerve Praiſe; in which like 

© Caſe you err, in bringing her Majeſty's Preroga- 

s tive in Queſtion, and for that Thing, wherein 

| © ſhe meant not to hurt any of your Liberties. And 

© again, the Grant of her Letters Patents in Quefti- 

© on is not à Tittle Marvel, for that therein you find 

fault; which is now no new-deviſed Thing, but I 

© ſuch as afore this Time hath been uſed and put in 

Practice; howbeit, her Majeſty's Nature is mild 

© and full of Clemency ; ſo that the is loth herein 

© to be auſtere ; and therefore, though at this Time 

© ſhe ſuffer you all to depart quietly unto your 

© Countries for your Amendment, yet as it is Un 

| | | fil, 


e's Anſwer; ' 
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C ful, ſo ſhe hopeth that the Offenders will here - 


alter uſe themſelves well. K 1 
Again, touching the good Laws, which you 


© have taken great Pains in making; if they be not 


6 executed, they be not only as Rods without 
Hands to execute, them, or as Torches without 
Light, but alſo breed great Contempt: There- 
ore look well to the Execution; for, if it be not 
done, the Fault is in ſome of us, which ſhe put- 
= © teth orderly in Truft to ſee it done. 


For the third Point, concerning the Preſent- 


ment of the Subſidy, her Majeſty biddeth me ſay, 
© That when the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
« granted it unto her, ſo ſhe truſteth you will be as 
© careful in gathering of it ; which 1, and others be 
© Witneſs, how very unwilling and loth ſhe was to 
© take, but to avoid further Inconvenience, 
And laſtly, concerning Knowledge of Benefits, 
c and giving of Thanks, which you have well de- 
© clared be many, yet one in Compariſon above all, 
« yea, a Fruit above all other, and whereby you 
© may enjoy all the other, which is her Marriage; 
© whereof ſhe hath put you in good Hope. 
Further, I have to put you in Remembrance of 
©three Things; the firſt is, that where now you 
* acknowledge Benefits, and as you have Cauſe to 
give Thanks; ſo ſecondly, that you be not un- 
© mindful hereafter to do the like; and thirdly, that 
in all your Doings hereafter, you ſhow your- 
e ſelves, that all thèeſe Benefits be had in Remem- 
* brance, and not forgotten; for that it ſhould be 
© a Thing againſt Reaſon in human Creatures; e- 
« ſpecially therefore now it behoveth you all, as you 
© have acknowledged Benefits, and for them given 
Thanks in the Point, ſo that you ſee the o- 
* ther two obſerved, And then her Majeſty will 
not fail likewiſe thankfully to accept the ſame.” 


Then the Queen ſtanding up, ſaid (after ſhe had 
given her Royal Aſſent unto nineteen publick Acts, 
and thirteen private) | 

F 2 My 
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| es. My Lords, and others the Commons of this Aſ- 


The Queen's 
Speech to both 
Houſes. 


Memory, than thoſe ſpoken by their Command; I mean f 
found ſo much Diſſimulation, where I always profeſſed 4 


wort me that Miſchief, which never Foreign Enemy 


| Wine was fined, and began a Thing not foreſeeing th: 


in the greateſt Fault. Secondly, the Speakers, who, I) 


| dit, that the Eloguence of the Tales ſo overcame them, 


- own Wits. And laftly, thiſe that ſat fill mute, and 
medaled not therewith, but rather 1wondered, diſalloto- 


: excuſed, — : 


your Surety by Succeſſion, wherein is all my Care, con- 
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ſembl y. 1 Y | 
1 the Lord Keeper hath, according to Or- 
LE der, very well anſwered in My Name, yet as « 
Periphrafes I huve a few Words further, to ſpeak un- 
Yo you + Notwithſtanding I have not been uſed, nor le i 
to do it, in ſuch open Aſſemblies; yet now, not to the 
End to amend his Talk, but remembring that common- li gh 
ly Princes own Words be better printed in the Hearer: i 


to ſay thus much unto you. I have in this Aſſembly 


Plainneſt, that I marvel thereat ; yea two Faces under 
one Hood, and the Body rotten, being covered with tw: 
Vizors, Succeſſion aud Liberty, which they determine 
muſt be either preſently granted, denied or deferred. 
In granting whereof, they had their Deſires, and di- 
nying or deferring thereof (thoſe Things being ſo plaud- 
able, as indeed to all men they are) they thought ts 


could bring to paſs, which is the Hatred of my Commons. 
But, alas ! they began to pierce the Veſſel before th: 


End, how by this Means I have ſeen my. Welkwilleri 
mine Enemies, and can, as me ſeemeth, ver) 

web! divide the Houſe into four. 
Fin, the Breachers and Workers thereof, who art 


— 
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eloquent Tales, per, uaded others, are in the next De- 
gree. Thirdly, the Agreers, who being ſo light of Cre- 


that they gave more Credit thereunto, than unto thtir 


ing the Matter", who, in my Opinion, are moſt to bt 
But, db you think, that cither I am uind i 


ſadering I know myſelf to he mortal? No, I warrant 
you. Or that I went about to break your -Libirties? 
No, it was neuer in ny Meaning, but to ſtay you before 
you fell into the Ditch. For all Things have their 


Time, 
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ne. And although, perhaps, you may have, after Ucn Elizabeth, 
e, one better learned, or wiſer; yet I afſure you, 1 
ane more careful over you And therefore, hence- 
prth, whether I live to ſee the lite Aſſembly or no, or 
ever it be, yet beware, however, you prove your 
nes Patience, as you have now done mine. And, 
1 to conclude, all this notwithſtanding (not meaning 
nale a Lent of Chriſtmas) the maſt Part of you may 
ire yourſelves, that you depart in your Princes Grace. 


This Speech being ended, the Lord Keeper, by The Parliament 
er Majeſty's Command, diſſolyed this Parliament. fifolred. 
We ſhall not deſcant on the Manner this Mag- 
animous Queen treated her Parliaments, more In- 
ances of which will appear in the Sequel. But, 
e have now a ſpace of Five Vears before we meet 
ith another; during which Time, the unfortunate 
WM ucen of Scots had been driven out of her Kingdom, 
y her Rebellious Subjects, and forced to ſeek Pro- 
W-tion from her near Kinſwoman and Sifter 
Queen, Elizabeth. In this Interval, alſo, a dangerous a Rebellion in 
YInſurrection, or Rebellion, had bappened in the North the North. 
f England; headed by the Earls of Northumber- 
land and Weſtmoreland, It grew to ſome Height 
na very ſmall Time; but was ſoon ſuppreſſed by 
he Earl of Sex, who the Queen ſent againſt them. 
The two Earls and the chief of their Followers 
vere firſt convicted of High Treaſon, and outlawed, 
and afterwards attainted by Parliament. Northum- 
erland loſt his Head on a Scaffold at York, We/imor- 
and died a baniſhed Man abroad; and many Exe- 
utions were acted on the reſt, in different Parts of 
he Kingdom. : | 
Thoſe Inſurrections happened in the Years 1569 A Parliament 
and 1570; and the next Year, a Parliament was _ - _ Fw 
alled to meet at Weſtminſter, on the 2d Day of A- Years, at Weſt- 
pril, in the thirteenth of this Reign. mmi.niſter, Anno 
The initial Ceremonies and Speeches of this Parli- Resi 13, 157% 
ament are wholly omitted in both the Yournals; 
but Sir Simonds D' Exwes hath ſupplied them from a 
Manuſcript- Journal, then in his Poſſeſſion, and taken 
ty ſome Member of the Houſe of Commons in that 
ty F 3 Par- 
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Parliament. We are perſuaded the Reader will excuſe 
the Formality, if we give it, at length, in his own 
Words. The Proceffion to the Houſe of Lords i; 
ſomewhat extraordinary, and carries more Pomp 


and Ceremony with it than thoſe of the preſent 


Times. 

On Monday the 2d Day of April, the Parlia- 
ment beginning, (according to the Writs of Sum- 
mons ſent forth) her Majeſty, about eleven of the 


Clock, came towards WWe/imin/ter, in the ancient WM 
accuſtomed moſt 3 aſſage, having firſt Wn 


entlemen ſworn to attend her 


ding before her the a 
Perſon, the Batchelors Knights, after them the 
Knights of the Bath, then the Barons of the Exche- 
quer, and Judges of either Bench, with the Maſter 
of the Rolls, her Majeſty's Attorney-General, and 
Sollicitor-General ; after whom followed in Or- 
der, the Biſhops, and after them the Earls, then the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 

The Hat of Maintenance was carried by the 
Marqueſs of Northampton, and the Sword by the 
Earl of Suſſex. The Place of the Lord Steward, for 
that Day, was ſupplied by the Lord Clinton, Lord 
Admiral of England; the Lord Great Chamberlain 
was the Earl of Oxford. And the Earl Marſhal, 
by Deputation from the Duke of Norfolk, was the 
Ear of Worcgſter. 

Her Majeſty ſat in her Coach, in her Imperia 
Robes, and a Wreath or Coronet of Gold, ſet with 
rich Pearls and Stones, oyer her Head ; her Coach 
drawn by two Palfries, covered with Crimſon 
Velvet, drawn out, imboſſed and imbroidered ver 
richly. Next after her Chariot followed the Earle 
Leicęſter, in reſpect of his Office of the Maſter of the 
Horſe, leading her Majeſty's Spare Horſe. And 
then forty-feven Ladies and Women of Honour; 
the Guard in their rich Coats going on every Sided 
them; the Frumpeters before the firſt, ſounding; 
and the Heralds riding, and keeping their Rooms and 
Places orderly. In J/e/iminfler Church the Biſhop 
of Lincoln preached before her Majeſty, whoſe Ser- 
mon being done, her Majeſty came from the E 


- 
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the Lords all on Foot, in Order as afore; and over Queen Elizabeths 
her Head a rich Canopy was carried all the Way, 7 
She being entered into the Upper Houſe of Parlia- 

ment, and there fat in princely and ſeemly Sort, un- 

der a high and rich Cloth of Eſtate; her Robe was 

ſupported by the Earl of Oxford, the Earl of Suſſex 

kneeling, holding the Sword on the left Hand, and 

the Earl of Huntingdon holding the Hat of Eſtate, 

and the Lords all in their Places on each Side of the 
Chamber; that is to ſay, The Lords Spiritual on the 

Right Hand, and the Lords Temporal on the Left. 

The Judges and her learned Council, being at the 
Woolſacks in the Midſt of the Chamber, a at her 
Highneſs's Feet, at each Side of her kneeling one of 

the Grooms, or Gentlemen of the Chamber, their 

Faces towards her; the Knights, Citizens and Bur- 

geſſes all ſtanding below the Bar, her Majeſty then 

ſtood up in her Regal Seat, and with a princely 

Grace and ſingular good Countenance, after a long 

Stay, ſpake a few words to this Effet; 


74 My right loving Lords, and you our right faith- 
ful and obedient Subjects 
E in the Name of God, for his Service, and for The Queen's 
the Safety of this State, are now here Em- Speech, at open - 
bled, to his Glory, I hope, and pray that it may be to — — 
your Comfort, and the Common Quiet of our, yours, and 
all ours for ever. . | 


© And then looking on the Right Side of her, 
towards Sir Nicholas Bacon, Knight, Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal of England, ſtanding a little beſide 
the Cloth of Eſtate, and ſomewhat back and lower 
from the ſame, ſhe willed him to ſhew the Cauſe of 
the Parliament, who thereupon ſpake as followeth : 


HE Queen's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, our The Lord 
$ T moſt dread and gracious 80 en hath Keeper's» 
* commanded me to declare unto you, the Cauſes 
* of your callingand aſſembling at this Tinte, which 

© I mean to do as briefly as I can, led thereunto as 

© one very loth to be tedious to her Majeſty, and alſo 


F 4 © be- 
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Deen Elizabeth. © becauſe to wiſe Men, and well-diſpoſed (as ] judge 
* © you be) a few Words do ſuffice. The Cauſes be 
5 chiefly two, the one to eſtabliſh or diſſolve Laws, 
$ as. beſt ſhall ſerve for the Governance of the 
© Realm. The other, ſo to conſider of the Crown Wl 
© and State, as it may be beſt preferved in Time of 
Peace, and. beſt defended in the Time of War, 
© according to the Honour due unto it. And be- 
0 © cauſe in all Councils and Conferences, firſt and 
© chiefly there ſhould be ſought the Advancement of 
© God's Honour and Glory, as the ſure and infal- 
lible Foundation, whereupon the Policy of every 
good publick Weal is to be erected and built; and 
© as the ſtreight Line, whereby it is principally to be 
© directed and governed, and as the chief Pillar and 
«* Buttreſs, wherewith it is continually to be ſuſtain- 
«* cd and maintained; therefore, for the well-per- 
* forming of the former touching Laws, you are to 
© conſider, firſt, Whether the Feclefialtical Laws 
© concerning the Diſcipline of the Church, be ſuf- 
© ficient or no? and if any Want ſhall be found, 
< to fupply the ſame; and thereof the greateſt Care 
© ought to depend upon my Lords the Biſhops, to 
* whom the Execution theteof eſpecially pertains, 
© and to whom the Imperfections of the ſame be 
© beſt known. Th 
And as to the Temporal Laws, you are to ex- 
* amine, whether any of them, already made, be 
© too ſharp or too ſore, or over burthenous to the 
subject; or whether any of them be too looſe or 
© too ſoft, and ſo over perillous to the State. For 
© like as the former may put in Danger many an 
© Innocent without Cauſe, particularly; ſo the ſe- 
© cond may put in Peril both the Nocent and-In- 
* nocent, and the whole State univerſally, You 
are alſo to examine the Want and Superfluity of 
© Laws: You are to look whether there be too ma- 
ny Laws for any Thing, which breedeth ſo many 
* Doubts, that the Subject ſometimes is to ſeek how 


to obſerve them, and the Councellor how to give 
Advice concerning them. 


No 
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Nov the ſecond, which concerns aſufficient Pro- Queen Elizabeth, 


© viſion for the Crown and State; herein you are 
to call to Remembrance how the Crown of this 
« Realm hath been many Way cliatyed extraordi- 
© narily of late; not poſſibly to be born by the ordi- 
© nary Revenues of the ſame, and therefore of Ne- 
© ceflity to be relieved otherwiſe as heretofore it hath 
commonly and neceſſarily been. For, like as the 
« ordinary Charge hath been always born by ordi- 
« nary Revenues, fo the extraordinary 8 hath 
always been ſuſtained by an extraordinary Relief. 
This to thoſe that be of Underſtanding is known, 
© not only to be proper to Kingdoms and Empires, 
© but alſo is, hath been, and ever will be, a neceſſar 

© Peculiar partaining to all Commonwealths, and 
_ © private States of Men, from the higheſt to the 
© Joweſt; the Rules of Reaſon hath ordained it ſo to 
be. 

« But, here I feſt greatly perplexed, whether I 
© ought toopen and remember unto you, ſuch Rea- 
« ſons as may be eafily produced to move you 


© thankfully and readily to grant this extraordinary 


Relief or no: I know the Queen's Majeſty con- 
© ceiveth ſo great Hope of your prudent oreſeein 

© what is to be done, and of your good Wills and 
© Readineſs to perform that, which by Prudence you 
t foreſee, that few or no Perſuaſions at all are need- 
© ful for the bringing this to paſs. Nevertheleſs, 
« becauſe by the antient Order heretofore uſed, it is 
my Office and Duty ſomewhat to ſay in this 
© Caſe, and likewiſe all Men alſo that be preſent, 
© neither underſtand alike, nor remember alike : 
© Therefore I- mean, with your Favour and Pati- 
enñed to trouble you with a few Words, touching 


© this Point. True it is, that there be two Things 


that ought vehemently to move us, frankly, boun- 
« tifully, and readily to deal in this Matter. The 
former is the great Benefits that we have receiv- 
ed: The ſecond is the Neceſſity of the Cauſe, If 
we ſhould forget the former, we are to be char- 
© ged as moſt ungrate and unthankful ; and the For- 
« getfulneſs of the ſecond doth charge us, as un- 


«© careful 
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Queen N careful of our own Liyings and Liberties, apd of 


© our the ormer, moveth by Reaſon, and 
© the ala urgeth by -Neceflity. And here, to 
begin with the les albeit that the Benefits that 
© the Realm hath rece ived by God's Grace, and the 
* Queen” s Majeſty's Goodneſs, both for the Num- 
© her apd F are ſuch as may be more eafily 
c pgs at, 0 7 worthily weighed and conſider- 
* ed a ip remember briefly three of 
, Gem! wh ny 12800 and chief is — 3 .— and 
ng at NTikerty © 's holy Word amongſt us; 
. 75 ele oy met precious Treaſure that can 
: Wk in this Wo 24 475 that either doth, or ſhould 
bene t us in beſt Degree; to wit, our Minds 
6 ** Souls; and look how much our Souls excel our 
© Bodies, fo much mult needs the Benefits of our 
« Souls * the Benefie of our. Bodies; whereby 
© alfo, as bya neceſſary onſequent, we are deliyer- 
© ed, and — free from the Bondage of the Ro- 
© man Tyranny ; , therefore this is to be thought 
© of us the moſt principal Benefit. 
© The ſecond is the ineſtimable Benefit of Peace 
during the Time of ten whole Years together, 
and more; and what is Peace? Is it not the 
6 8 2 and moſt wiſhed for Ornament that pertains 
oy blick Weal? Is not Peace the Mark 
c Ne that all Governments direct their 
Actions unto? Nay, is there Amy Benefit, be it 
never ſo great, that a Man take the whole 
Commodity of, without — enefit of Peace ? 
Is there any fo little Commodity, but through 
c 8 2 Man 2 2 the full F 2 of * 
By this we gene 0 poſleſs all; an 
6 boat ode hs 1 Paul we poſleſs no- 
ry A Man that would 2 — conſider all 
ommodities of F 35k ought to call to Re- 
Re EE all the Miſeries of War; for in Rea- 
«Jon it ſeems as great a Benefit in being delivered of 
SET as in the poſſeſſing of the other. Yet if 
18155 ere nothj g, the Common and lamentable 
ities An! ſeries of our N eighbours round 
< « about us, for Want of Peace, may give us r. 
er 


Meg 
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Religion now 
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There be that never acknowl Benefits to 
6 their Value, whilſt they poſſeſs them, but when 
6 they are taken from them, and fo find their Want 3 
« Marry, ſuch be not worthy of them. Now 1s it 
« poſſible, trow you, that this blefled Benefit of 
peace could have been from Time to Time thus 
long conſerved and conferred ygoh us, had not 
Mind, Affection and Love, that our Sovereign 
« bears towards us bef Subjedts, bred ſuch Careover 
© us in her Breaſt, as for the yell-bringing of this 
to paſs, ſhe hath forborn no Care of Mind, no 
Fravel of Body, nor Expence of her Treaſure, 
© nor Sale of her Lands; no Adventuring of her 
« Credit, either at Home or Abroad? a plain and 
© manifeſt Argument, how dear and precious the 
c or an and Quiet of us her Subjects be to her Ma- 
« jefty. And can there be a greater Perſuafian to 
©. move us to our Power to tender the like? 
© 'Fhe third is the great Benefit of 52 


r 
ring 


that an of this Realm, during whole ten 
Fears Reign, and more, hath had his Hands ſo 
© clean from Blood? If no Offence were, her 
* Majeſty's Wiſdom in Governing was the more to 
© be wondered at; and if Offences were, then her 
* Majeſty's Clemency, and Mercy the more to be 
* commended. Afifericordia ejus ſuper omnia opera 
eius. Beſides, like as jt hath eaſed God ten 
« Years and more, by the Miniftry of our ſaid So- 
© vereign, to blefs this Realm with thoſe two ineſti- 
© mable Benefits of Peace and Clemency, fo there is 
b 


© no Caufe but thę famp * | } od's Grace, 
ears longer, without 


have continued Nl 
Intermiſſion, had not the raging Romaniſt Rebels 
* entertained the Matter. And here it is to be noted, 
that this mercifyl and peaceful Reign of ten Years 
and more, hath happened in the Time of Chriff's 
eſtabliſhed. T cannot think that 
* any Man ean follow me in this, in the Time of 
© the Romiſh Religion ſince the Conqueſt. Na , 
+ Man mght aff tha this i an Example or 


imes 


I ' © derſtand what Bleſſedneſs we be in that poſſeſs it. 22 


* 
N — 
. * 
— 
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Queen Elizabeth. Times to come, without any like in Times paſt; 
comparing Singula ſingulis, what ſhould I fay ? 
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© theſe be the true Fruits'of true Religion, I could 
© further remember you of the Fruits of Juſtice, the 
© Benefit of reſtoring your Money to Fineneſs; yea, 
© I could put you in Mind, but I think it needs not, 
© it happened ſo late, of a Subſidy granted, where- 
© of the Queen's Majeſty of her own Bountifulneſs, 
© remitted the one half; was the like here in Eng- 
© land ever ſeen or heard of? But being out of 
Doubt, that theſe Benefits already remembred be 
< ſufficient of themſelves to move you to be thank- 
© ful to your Power, I leave any —— to detaln 
6 you in this Point. 

And albeit a Subject cannot yield any Benefit 
© to his Sovereign in the ſame Nature that he re- 
< ceiveth it; becauſe every Benefit is more than 
Duty, and more than Duty a Subject cannot 
0 to his Sovereign : Yet can it not be denied, 
but a Subject's acknowledging of Benefits received, 


© will reach, doth ſufficiently ſatisfie for the Subject, 
© for ultra poſſe non eſt eſſe» To your beſt Actions 
© therefore addreſs ye. And thus much concerning 
< Benefits. ; | | 

© Now to the ſecond Part, concerning urging by 
Neceſſity, true it is, that the extraordinary Mat- 
< ters of PN happened fince the laſt — 
here, urging to have by Neceſſity a Relief granted, 
© amongſt many others be theſe. Firſt, The great 
© Charge in ſuppreſſing the late Northern Rebellion, 
< with Charges alſo in reducing thoſe the Queen's 
« Majeſty's Enemies in Scotland, that aſſiſted the 
Rebels, and made Roads into England. The con- 


© as in ſubduing the Rebels within that Realm, 
© and withſtanding the Scots Northward, and other 
Foreign Forces, intending Invaſion Southward. 
© To theſe three Charges by Land, you may add a 
© fourth by Sea; as the Preparation and ſetting forth 
© of Ships, partly for the Defence againſt all foreign 
Forces, ſuſpected: and intended, partly for the 

; © ſafe 


f ENGLAND. 


in greater Srength and longer Cut than hereto- 
© fore hath been uſed. Theſe and ſuch like extra- 
* ordinary Charges, whereof there be ſundry, with 
© the Remains of old Charges not poſſible to be born 
by the rs Revenue, and yet of Neceſſity to 
be expended, do greately exceed any extraordinary 
Aid therefore commonly granted. Again, the 
great Decay of the Queen's Majeſty's Cuſtoms, 
| © byreaſon of Stay and Alteration of Traffick (albeit 
© upon juſt Occaſion) hath bred no ſmall Want; 
for although in Time it is not to be doubted, but 
that will grow again to his old Courſe, and conti- 
© nne with great Surety : Yet, in the mean Time, 
* this Want muſt ſome Way be ſupplied ; for you 
© know the Horſe muſt be provided for, whilſt the 
* Graſs is growing. At the leaſt, let us do fo 
© much for ourſelves, as we do for our Horſes. 
For ourſelves it is that are to be relieved in this 
* Caſe. This I muſt needs ſay, that if the Queen's 
* Majeſty did uſe in Matters of Expence, to do as 
© commonly Princes heretofare have . uſed to do, 
© then with the more Difficulty might ſuch extra- 
© ordinary Aid be aſſented unto, and yet of Neceſſi- 
© ty to be had, to withſtand a greater Neceſſity. It 
© hath been uſed in Times paſt, that Princes Plea- 
© ſures and Delights have been commonly followed 
in Matters of Charge, as Things of Neceſſity. 
And now, becauſe, God be praiſed, the relieving 
© of the Realm's Neceſſity is become the. Princes 
© Pleaſure and Delight, a noble Converſion (God 
© continue it and make us, as we ought to be ear- 
© neſtly thankful for it I) a princely Example ſhew- 
ed by a Sovereign for Subjects to follow. To de- 
c ſcend in ſome Particulars. What need I to re- 
member unto you, how the gorgeous, ſumptuous, 
* ſuperfluous Buildings of Time paſt be for the 
* Realm's Good, by her Majeſty.in this Time tur- 
ned into neceſſary Buildings, and Upholdings ? 
The chargeable, glittering, glorious Triumphs, in- 
© to dele table Paſtimes and Shows? Embaſſadors 
| 6 of 
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and comely ? Theſe and ſuch like art 


© dangerous Dams, able to dry up the: flowing | L 
Foumtams of an 3 an et theſe Im- 


© perfections have rinces Pecu- 
© liars, eſpecially y ung; One — from theſe was 
© accounted Rare avis, &c. and yet (God be thank- 


ec) a Phenix, à bleſſed Bird of this Kind God 


© hath bleffed us with. I think it may be affirmed, 
© and that traly, that there hath not been any Mat- 
* ter of great Charge taken in Hand by her Ma- 
in this happy Reign of twelve Years ani 
„ that hath not been thought before conveni- 
8 x I be done Leg Weal and Profit of tlie 
* 3 ſo far els is from ſpending of 
0 Treaftirein vain — Sonar and therefore the rather 
© how can a Man make any Difficulty to contribute 
© according to his Power? eſpecially, m maintaining 
© ofhis Sovereign, his Country, his ſelf, his Wife and 
Children, and what not? aving ſo — Proof 
6 25 Experience, of _ an Employn m_ Here 
I would put you in mind of extraordinary Charges 
© to Tome, which in Reiſon feems evident, but fo 
© I ſhould be over tedioùs unto yon, and/fraftra fi 
© fer 1 Neri pte per puutioru. And there- 
fore here I make — End, doabtiniz thir1 "rave tar- 
© ried you Jon 1 promifed or meant, or per- 
6 — — your Wiſdoms Inchfati- 
© ons conſidered. Ihe you know Things ate to be 
done both in Form and Mlatter; and my Truſt 
* is, that if I had ſtayed, I ray be warrented by 
0 _ OY ny that you will take it m good 
* 


Next come the dne uf the Receivers and Try- 

ers of Petitions, in French, according to ancien Cul- 

The 22 proceeds then td tell us that 

= Mag April, the Commons preſented 

Sen ray Eſq. Serjeant at Law, as their 

Speaker; whoſe Excuſe not being allowed, he made 
an Oration in Subſtance as follows: 


4 | hy Fiſt, 
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Firſt; he (aid, He delired to be heard to ſa 180 . 


© ſomewhat concerning the orderly Genen 
« of 4 Common weal, which to be duly done, he 


< ſaid, there were three Thin 15 rquili Relig OP, His Speech, 


6 Autksrity „ and Lachs. eligion he 
© we do 5 on] know God FR but Alſo ore 
Ki ing or Queen, hom God ſhall 
C AC reign over us; and that, not in Te 
ral Cauſes, but in Spiritual or Eecleſiaſtica; ; 
n Which wholly her Maje _ s Power is 5 
0 « And leaying all Proofs 3 vinity to the 
And Fathers, as he faid he eur he bete 
fare by the Practice of Princes Within t Realm, 
and firſt made Remembrance of Lucius the firſt 
4 Chriſtian King, who having Written to Eluthe- 
«© rius the Pope, T 3006 Years for r the Roman 
© Laws, he was anfwered, that fie had the Holy 
« Scriptures, otit of the which hz might Ar ood 
« Diſcretion ; for that he was the | 2 
over the People of Brita. The Ce he 
« (aid, ih the Erection of Barrle Hbbzy, granted that, 
© the Church fhould be free from all Epiſcopal Ju- 
« riſdidtion. 
Henry the Third 2 ve. to Rahulph Biſhop of 
London, the Archbiſhoprick of Coat „ by 
© theſe Words, Rex, G5 ſeiatis s f Aeli tris G. 


© left. hftro Ranul a, Archidpiſeop. Cantuarien. 


« quem inſtituimus Anuls & Bdeuls. The Ring, he 
« ſaid, was, the Sign of Perfection; the Sta the 
C Sign of Paſtoral Rule; which ne could not do, 
if theſe Kings had tiot h4d And uſed the Eccleſiaſ- 
© tical — In the Reports of the Law, we 
© find that an ERæ communication of à certain Perſon 


came from the Pope under His Leaden Bull; — 


© was ſhew'd in Abatement of àn Action brou: ght at 
© the Common Law; which, beſides that i I was 

© of no Force, the King and Judges were of mind, 
that he who brought it had deſerved Death, ſo to 
preſume on any e ofcign Aüthority: Which Au- 

8 thority being now, b God's Grice and her High- 
c neſs's means, aboliſhed, arid the Freedom of 
© Conſciences, and the Truth of God's Word eſta- 

« bliſhed ; 
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in making them, and Care in executing of them; 


| © ſaid to be well made, when it is well executed; 


Neither hath ſhe pardoned any, without the Ad- 
vice of ſuch, before whom the Offenders haye 


free from all Arreſts. Secondly, that for Cauſc 


report, or in Part miſtake the Meaning of the 
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© Vliſhed ; we therefore ought greatly to thank 
© God and her. _ 


For Authority, or the Sword, whereby the 42 


© Commonwealth is ſtayed, three Things, he ſaid 
© are requiſite ; Men, ur, and Money. For 
© Men, their good Wills, he. ſaid, were moſt, be- 
© ing of itſelf a ſtrong Fortreſs. For Armour, the 
< Neceſſity he ſhewed in party and how requiſue 
© Treaſure was, he a little declared. And conclu- 
© ded, that all three muſt be conjoined, Men, Ar- 
© mour, and Money. | Fi 

5 Laſtly for Laws, the third Stay of the Com- 
© monwealth; he ſaid there muſt be Conſideration 


cin making ſuch, as by the providing for one Part 
© of the . th, the reſt ſhould not be 
c hindred, which were indeed a Matter moſt per- 
© nicious ; and this he vouched out of Plato de Le- 
< gibus. For Execution, he ſaid, that ſince the 
Law of itſelf is but mute, ſet in Paper, not able 
© todo ought, the Magiſtrate (except he will be alſo 
mute) muſt be the Doer, and then is a good Lay 


for, Anima Legis g Executio. | 
© Hereupon he ſaid ſomething in Commendation 
© of her Majeſty, who had given free Courſe to her 
© Laws, not ſending or requiring the Stay of Juſ- 
© tice, by her Letters or Privy Seals, as heretofare 
© ſometimes hath been by her Progenitors uſed. 


been arraigned, and the Cauſe heard, . _. 

His Oration being ended, he then made four 
« Petitions ;. firſt that the Perſons, Servants, and 
Goods, of all coming to that Aſſembly, might be 


© of Conference, they might have Acceſs to her 
© Majeſty. Thirdly, if any ſent ſhould not truly 


© Houſe, that the ſame ſhould be by her Highneſs 
« fovourably heard. And laſtly, that in the Houl: 
all Men might have free Specch.” 


This 
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W This Oration being ended, dy Direction from Queen Elizaberh.. 

er Majeſty, and Inſtructions given what ſhould be 757%. 

aid, the Lord Keeper anſwered thus, dividing his 

peech into three Parts; the firſt, where he had 

WWometimes inſerted Commendations of her Majeſty, 

e ſaid, * Her Highneſs would not acknowledge ſo The Queet's 
reat Perfections to be in her; but ſaid, that they 2 by che 

ſhould be Inſtructions for her better Proceedings "my 

in Time to come. The ſecond Part of his Ora- 

tion, he ſaid, concerning the Rule for ordering 

of the Commonwealth, ſhe well liked of, and 

wiſhed, that as he had well conceived of it, and 

well uttered the ſame, ſo he and others would en- 

«* deavour the Execution thereof. 

For his Petitions, he ſaid, her Majeſty's Plea- 

© ſure was, that the firſt ſhould be granted, with 

© this Caution, that no Man ſhould under their 

Shadows, untruly protect others. For the ſe- 

* cond, he ſaid, at Time convenient, her Pleaſure 

© was, they ſhould come freely. Touching the 

© third Part, he faid, ſhe could not imagine that 

© among ſo many wiſe Men it could happen; but 

© if it ſhould, her Grace would be content to remit 

© it. The fourth was ſuch, that her Majeſty hav- 

ing Experience of late of ſome Diſorder, and cer - 

er * tain Offences, which though they were not pu- 


(- * niſhed, yet were they Offences ſtill, and fo muſt 
re be accounted ; therefore ſaid, they ſhould do 
d. © well to meddle with no Matters of State, but ſuch 

d * as ſhould be propounded unto them, and to oc- 
ye * cupy themſelves in other Matters, concerning the 
Commonwealth. | 
ur The Speaker's Oration to the Queen, is ſaid, 
nd in the Fournals of the Commons, to be two Hours , 
be long; of Conſequence, this muſt have been much 
iſs abridged, | — 

er This laſt Injunction muſt ſound harſh in the Ears 
ly of an Engliþ Houſe of Commons; who have ever 
the valued themſelves on that darling Prerogative, Free- 
eſs dom of Speech, But we leave it to the Reader's 
uſe own Reflection, and go onto the other moſt remark- 


able Proceedings of the Upper Houſe. And, the 
Vor. IV. J G flirſt 
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Queen Elizabeth, firſt Thing of Note we find the Lords went upon 


1 


Earls of Nor- 
thumberland, 
Wel morland, 


in Regard of the vaſt Expence the 


dice the Right of the Church of Durham for the 


and certain Amendments added to it. This Ach 
ſays Cambden, was occaſioned by the Iniquity of thi 
Times, and the Love which che Parliament of E. 
and then bore to their Prince and Country. By i 
Was provided, according to the Tenour of forme 
Laws, That if any Man ſhould attempt the Dean 
aws, IN | | p 


— U 


was to bring in a Bill for the Attainder of Thong Wn 
Piercy, Earl of Northumberland; Charles Nevil, il 
Earl of :/tniorland, and others. The Names of thoſe WAR 
other Perſons attainted, are not in the Journals; bu 
Cambden (a) has given us ſeveral of them; beſides the WA 


two Earls, there were Ann, Counteſs of Northumber. 


land; Edward Dacres, of Morton, commonly cal. 7 |; 
led Lord Dacres; John Nevile, of Leverſege ; J 


Stwinborn, Thomas Markenfeld, Egremond Ratcliff | 1 


Brother to the Earl of Suſſex ; Chri/fepher Nevii, Wl 
Richard Norton, of Norton-Conters ; Chri/topber Wl 
Marmaduke, and Thomas, of the ſame F amily; 
Robert and Michael Tempeſt, George Stafford, and x; 
bout forty more, all of the beſt Families in the 
North o England. The Bill of Attainder again 
theſe Perſons was read, in the Houſe of Lords, a firf 
Time, on the bth of April; paſſed that Houſe q 
the 28th ; and, being ſent down to the Common: 
they returned it, concluded, on the 15th of My 
following. By this Act all their Lands and Goo 
were forfeited to the Queen, and thoſe Poſleſfion 
within the Biſhoprick of Durham were adjudged v 
her and her Succeſſors, againſt Piltinton, the Biſhop, 
who laid Claim to all Royalties between the Riven 
Tine and Teſe. This was done, ſays our Authoy, 

| Oden had been 
at in freeing the Biſhop and his Dioceſe from the 
Rebels; but with Prov:/o tat it ſhould not preju- 


future (5). 

April the 28th, a Bill was ſent up by the Com- 
mons to the Lords, whereby certain Offences, ther 
named, were made Treaſon. It paſſed tha 
Houſe on the 8th Day of May, with a new Provily 


Fa) Cambder in Kennet, p. 423. 
(6) Didem, p. 436. 
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= .. perſonal Hurt of the Queen ; or raiſe War, or 9 
excite others to War againſt her; if any one 70 
ſhould give out, that ſhe 1s not the lawful Queen 

of this Realm, but that any other can claim a juſt- 

er Title thereto; or ſhould pronounce her to be 


0 an Heretic, Schiſmatic, or Infidel; or ſhould u- 
n ſurp the Right and Title of the Kingdom during 
„der Life; or ſhould affirm that any other has a 
f 1 Right to the Crown; or that the Laws and Sta- 
A tutes . cannot limit and determine the Right of the 


WW Crown and the Succeſſor thereof; every ſuch Per- 
© ſon ſhall be guilty of High Treaſon. That if any 
cone, during the 8 Life, ſnould by any Book, 
< written or printed, expreſly maintain, that any 
6 Perſon is or ought to be, the Queen's Heir and 
« Succeſſor, except the natural Ius of her Body; — 
cor ſhould publiſh, print or diſperſe, any Books or 
« Writings to that Effect, he, and his Abettors, for 
the firſt Offence, ſhould: be impriſoned for a 


iq © whole Year, and forfeit the half of his Goods . 
© and, if any ſhould offend a ſecond Time, he ſhould 
15 © incur the Penalty of a Premunire ; that is, the 


© Loſs of all his Goods, and lie in perpetual Impri- 
« ſonment.” | | %y 

This Act plainly ſhews the extream Jealouſy, 
more than the yang of the Times; and that 


iro there was then ſome latent Title to the Crown, 
which they could not ſufficiently guard againſt. 
Iu ey cou | 
"Nh Our Author writes, that it was looked upon as too 
ſevere, by thoſe who thought that it would tend to 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Nation's Quiet, to have an 
* Heir apparent declared. But adds he, it is incredible 
5 what Jeſts were thrown out on that Part of the Act, 
except the natural Iſſue of her Body. Since the 
13 Lawyers term thoſe Children natural; whom Na- 


ture alone, without the Intervention of honeſt Ma. 
trimony, hath begotten, As thoſe are called la- 
ful which are born in Wedlock. So that Cambden 
himſelf, being then a young Man, hath often heard 
People ſay, that this Word was inſerted into the Act 
4 by Leice/ter, with a Deſign, that, one Time orother, 
he might impoſe ſome Baſtard Son of his upon the 

| 2 | Engliſh 
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Queen Elizabeth, Engliſh Nation for the Queen's natural Iſſue. A 
-— 357% Tnfinuation oddly dropt from the Pen of one, who 
has taken ſuch great Pains to dreſs his Heroine in the 

brighteſt Robes of Virtue and Honour, 
About this Time Pope Pius V. had thunderet 
Pope Pius V. ex- Out all the Anathemas of the Vatican againſt Eliza- 
communicates beth; and had the Inſolence to publiſh a Bull o 
the Queen. FExcommunication againſt her, which was fixed on 
the Biſhop of London's Palace-Gates fc). This 
Arrogance was taken Notice of by Parliament 
Accordingly, we find that a Bill was read a Third 
Time, and paſſed the Houſe of Lords, April the 21, 
with this Title, 4 Bill againſt bringing in and put- 
ting in Execution of Bulls, Writings or Inſtruments, 
or other ſupenſtitious Things, from the See of Rome 
By it was enacted, * That whoſoever, by Bulls c 
© other Reſcripts of the Pope, ſhould reconcile any 
Man to the Church of Rome, and thoſe who 
© ſhould be fo reconciled, ſhould be guilty of Hig 
© Treaſon. | That whoſoever did relieve ſuch as di 
ſo reconcile Men, or ſhould bring into Englanl 
© any. Agnus Dei's, Beads, e or other 
IT bings conſecrated by the Pope, ſhould incur the 
Penalty of a Premunire. And, that whoſoeve 
© ſhould not diſcover ſuch Reconcilers ſhould be 
.© guilty of concealing, that is, Miſpriſion of Treafen. 
Several Perſons, concerned in the laſt Rebellion, 
having eſcaped beyond Sea, and others in greate: 
Numbers, having withdrawn , themſelves on; the 
Score of Religion, a Bill was framed againſt them 
in the Houſe of Commons, and ſent up to the Lords 
on the Firſt Day of May, The next Day this Bil 
againſt Fugitives, over the Seas, was committed to 
the Marquiſs of Northampton, the Earls of Hunting 
don, Suſſex, Bedford, Pembroke and Leiceſter ; the 
Viſcounts Hereford and Montague; the Biſhops of 
_ IVinchefter, Sarum and IHoregſter; the Lord 
Burleigh, JFentwarth, Haſtings and Buckburft 
May the19th, the Bill was concluded in that Houle, 
with a new Proviſo, and certain Amendments added 


to it. The Act recalled all ſuch Fugitives, who had 
gane 


Ac paſſed 
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(e) See the Form of the Ball, at length, in Cambden, p. 427. 
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e abroad without the Queen's Leave, within a Queen Elizabeth. 
ted Time, under Forfeiture of their Eſtates. And, 37 
nothcr Act, paſſed this Seffion, all Conveyances, 
ts, Alienations, &c. of their Eſtates, were term- 
fraudulent, and ſet aſide. | 
heſe, and ſome more Laws of leſs Significan- 
were framed againſt Popery, by this Parliament; 
were they wanting to reform ſome ſcandalous 
uſes which had crept into the eſtabliſhed Proteſ- 
Church. An Act was. made for correcting 
tain Diſorders of the Miniſters of the Church. 
other againſt Frauds in defeating Remedies for 
iapidations. Another touching Leaſes of Benefi- 
and other Eccleſiaſtical Livings with Cure. 
his laſt Act was made, ſays Cambden, to reſtrain 
e Covetouſneſs of certain Churchmen; who, as if 
drn for themſelyes alone, to the notorious Defraud- 
g of their Sueceſſors, did waſte the Revenues of the 
hurch, and let out Leaſes for many Years. The 
mentioned Act for reforming the Miniſters, hath 
bis Title in the printed Statutes, An Act for the Mi- 
ers of the Church to be of ſound Religion. Which 
ras made to reſtrain certain puritanical Preachers 
rho oppoſed the Articles concluded on in 2 Synod 
London, in the Year 1562, for aboliſhing of 
chiſms. 2 N 
== But now, when the Parliament had done with 
Religious Matters, it was thought neceſſary to take 
Wome Care of the State. On the 1oth of May a Bill A Subſidy. 
vith a Grant of two Fifteenths and Tenths, and a 
ub/idy, was ſent up by the Commons. It was read 
ie firſt Time, on the next Day, by the Lords, who 
alled it on the 15th. It is ſomewhat ſtrange that 
his Supply is not the leaſt taken Notice of by Mr. 
ambden. And it is not clear, by him, what it 
Huld be for, ſince the Kingdom was then in pro- 
Wound Peace with its Neighbours ; even Treland, 
hich was very troubleſome moſt Part of this 
Reign, being then in much Subjection. However, 
another Co-temporary Hiſtorian informs us, that 
this Supply was granted to the Queen, towards the 
preat Charge ſhe had been * in repreſſing the late 
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Queen Eli abeth. Rebellion, in the North; and purſuing the Rebels, 


1571. 


decayed Bo- 
roughs. 


Chatels, Cc. as any Receiver, Teller, Collector, 


tit is more particular than in any before; but his Ac- 
late printed, Journal of the Commons. The Houſe 


Steward of the Queen's Houſhold, they procecded 


the Houſe was again called over; and ſome Mem- 


' fer with the Attorney and Sollicitor General, 


| The Journaliſt obſerves, on ſuch a Caſe, in a prior 
Caſe of antient © Times, that if any Borough grew into fon” 
_ © Allowance, they 7 a Licence from the 


© © themſelves. But, in later Times, the Knights, 
© © for the moſt Part, bearing their own Charges, 
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which were fled into Scotland (d). Great Care was 
taken that the Queen ſhould not be. cheated of 
any Part of this Grant; for two Bills were paſſed 
this Parliament ; the one againſt Frauds of Tellers, 
Receivers, Collectors and I reaſurers of the publick 
Money; the other, that all ſuch Lands, Goods, 


&c. ſhould have at their entring into their Charge, 
ſhall be liable to the Payment of their Debts due to 
the Crown. The like Act was made for the Col- 
lectors of the Subſidies granted by the Clergy; 
which at this Time was fix Shillings in the Pound. 

We muſt now go back to trace what was doing this 
Parliament in the Commons; in which our Jaurna- 


count is carefully collated with the more authentic, 


having been called over, and the Oath of Allegiance 
and Supremacy given to each Member, by the Lord 


to the Election of a Speaker; the Ceremony of 
whoſe Inveſtiture is given before. April the 5th, 


bers were commanded to attend the next Day the 
Order of the Houſe, becauſe they had entered there 
without being returned by the Clerk of the Crown. 
The fame Day, a Committee was named to con- 


about ſeveral Boroughs, who had returned Mem- 
bers in this Parliament, but ſent none to the laſt. 


Parliament, That it was very common in former 
or Decay, to avoid the Charges of their Burg 


© Crown to be diſcharged from fuch Election and 
+ Attendance, or did, by: Degrees, diſcontinue it 


Citizens and Burgeſſes of the: Houſe of Commons, 


. many 
(4d) Hellingfpead's Chron, p. 1225, | 


F ENGLAND. 
© many of thoſe Borough Towns, which had dif- 
« continued their former Privilege, by not ſending, 
did again begin it; which was the Caſe of ſeveral 
© Towns, both in this and the ſucceeding Reign (e). 
This is the Reaſon why ſo many pitiful Boroughs, 
remarkable now for nothing. beſides, but their 
Meanneſs and Poverty, retain the fame Privilege; 
and have a Power of being repreſented equal to 
the Counties and Cities, and ſuperior to many great 
Towns in England. 2 | 
The next Thing that we find the Commons went 
upon, before they meddled with the Secular Laws 
of the Land was to amend the Spiritual ; for, on 


ro 
Queen Elizabeth. 
1571. 


the very ſame Day, as it ſeems by the Fournalift, a 


Motion was. made in the Heuſe to this Effect : 


Mr. Strickland, a grave and ancient Man, of pebate on the 


great Zeal, ſtood up, and made a long Diſcourſe, 
tending to the Remembrance of God's Goodneſs, 
giving unto us the Light of his Word, together 
with the gracious Diſpoſition of her Majeſty, b 

whom, as by his Inftrument, God hath wrought ſo 
great Things, and blaming our Slackneſs and Care- 


leſneſs, in not eſteeming and following the Time 


and Blefling offered; but, ſtill as Men not ſufficiently 
inſtructed what is Truth, or ſo that we think it not 
convenient to publiſh and profeſs it openly, and that 
all reproachful Speeches of the Slanderous might be 
ſtopped, the Drawbacks brought forward, and the 
Over-runners, ſuch as over- run and exceed the Rule 
of the Law, reduced to a Certainty, he thought it 
Operis pretium, to be occupied therein; for which 
Purpoſe he ſaid, the Profeſſors of the Goſpel in other 
Nations had writ, and publiſhed to the World, the 


Abuſes in Reli- 
gion, &c 


Confeſſion of their Faith, as did thoſe of Strashurgh 


and Frankfort, &c, for which Purpoſe alſo you! 
learned Men in this Realm bad travelled, as Porr 
Martyr, Paulus Fagius, and others, whoſe Works 
hereupon were extant. 0a 76 £313; 
And before this Time an Offer therof was 
made, in Parliament, that it might be approved; but 
either the Slackneſs, or ſomewhat elfe of ſome Men 
| G 4 in 
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Queen Elizabeth, in that Time, was the Lett thereof, or what elſe, 


Book of Common Prayer is (God be praiſed) drawn 
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he ſaid, he would not ſay. This Book, he ſaid, reſt- 
ed in the Cuſtody of Mr. Norton, as he gueſſed, a 
Man neither ill-diſpoſed to Religion, nor a negligent 
Keeper of ſuch Matters of Charge, and thereupon 
requeſted that Mr. Norton might be required to pro- 
duce the ſame; he added alſo, that after ſo many 
Years, as now by God's Providence we had been 
learning the Purity of God's Truth, we ſhould not 
permit, for any Cauſe of Policy, or other Pretence, 
any Errors in Matters of Doctrine to continue a- 
mongſt us. And therefore, ſaid be, although the 


very near to the Sincerity of the Truth, yet are there 
ſome Things inſerted more ſuperſtitious, than in ſo 
high Matters be tolerable; as, namely, in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, the Sign of 
the Croſs to be made with ſome Ceremonies, and 
ſuch other Errors; all which, he faid, might well 
be changed, without Note of chopping or changing 
of Religion, whereby the Enemies might ſlander us; 
it being a Reformation not contrariant, but dire! 
urſuant to our Profeflion ; that is, to -have 
hings brought to the Purity of the Primitive 
Church, and Inſtitution of Chriſt. He ſpake at 
large of the Abuſes of the Church of England, and 
of the Churchmen; as firſt, that known Papifts are 
admitted to have Eccleſiaſtical Government, and 
great Livings; that godly, honeſt, and learned Pro- 
teſtants having little or nothing; that Boys are diſ- 
penſed with. to have Spiritual — that by 
Friendſhip with the Maſter of the Faculties, either 
unable Men are qualified, or ſome one Man allowed 
to have too many ſeveral Livings; finally, he con- 
cluded with Petition, that by Authority of the Houſe 
ſome convenient Number of them might be aſſigned, 
to have Conference with the Lords of the Spiritua- 
lity, for Conſideration and Reformation of the 
tters by him remembred. 
Mr. Norton, a Man wiſe, bold and eloquent, 
ſtood up next, and ſaid, he was not ignorant, but had 
long ſince learned what it was to ſpeak on a ſudden, 


Or 
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or fixſt, before other Men in Parliament. Vet, being * 


occaſioned by Mr. Strictland, he ſaid, that Truth it 
was, he had a Book tending to the ſame Effect; but 
(quoth he) the Bock was not drawn by thoſe he 
named, but by virtue of the Act of 1532 (/), at the 
Aſſignation, or by the Advice of eight Biſhops, 
eight Divines, eight Civilians, and eight Temporal 
Lawyers, who haying in Charge, to make Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Conſtitutions, took in Hand the ſame ; which 
wasdrawn by that learned Man, DoCtor Haddon, and 
penned by another learned Man Mr. Cheele; where- 
upon he Haid, that Conſideration had been, and ſome 
Travel beſtowed by Mr. Foxe of late, and that there 


ſhew forth. And for the reſt of Mr. Strichland's 


Motions, he was of his Mind, chiefly for the 


avoiding and ſupprelling of Simoniacal Ingroſſ- 


ren 3 
Whereupon were appointed for that Purpoſe, 


for Redreſs of ſundry Defections in thoſe Matters, 
theſe following; viz. all the Privy-Council being 


Members of this Houſe, Sir Henry Nevuill, Sir Tho- 
mas Thinne, Sit Thomas Lucy, Sit Henry Gate, the 
Maſter of the Requeſts; Mr. Heneage, Mr. Re- 


corder; Mr. Bell, Mr. Henry  Knolles, ſen. ' Mr. 
Mounſon, Mr. Norton, Mr. Strickland, Mr. Godier, 


Mr. William More, and Doctor Berkley, 

The Bill concerning coming to the Church, 
and receiving the Communion, was read the ſecond 
Time, and thereupon Sir Thomas Smith, ſpeaking for 
the Maintenance thereof, argued; and in Part 
wiſhed the Biſhops to have Conſideration thereof. 

After whom Mr. Fleetwood moved, that the Pe- 
nalty of that, Statute ſhould not go to Promoters, 
and faid, it was a Device but of late brought in, in 
the Time of King Henry the Eighth, the firſt Year 
of his Reign, and ſhewed the Evils and Inconveni- 


ences that did grow by theſe Mens Doings ; where- 


in no Reformation was ſought, but private Gain to 
the moſt of Men, He faid alſo, that Matter of 
: going 

See before, Sub Ann. 


was, a Book newly printed, ta be offered to that 
Houſe; which he did, then and there, preſently 


| \ 
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Queen Elizabeth. going to the Church, or for the Service of God, 
* did directly appertain to that Court; and that we al 
| have as well learned this Leſſon, That there is a God, 
| who is to be ſerved, as to have the Biſhops And 
| thereupon he undertook to prove by. the od Laws, 
| | vouched from King Edgar, thatthe Princes, in their 
| - Parliaments, have made Eccleſiaſtical Conftitutions : 
* As theſe; That if any Servant ſhall work upon the 
| Sabbath-Day y. by the Commandwient of his Maſter, 
- he ſhould be free; if of himſelf; he ſhould be whip- 
ped; if a Freeman ſhould work, he ſhould be bound, 
or grievouſſy amerced. Then he coneluded upon Re- 
queſt, that ĩt might be committed to ſome ofthe Houſe, 
without the Biſhops; who perhaps would be flow. 
Sir Owen Hopton moved, * orderly, that 
the Preſentation 05 fuch Defaults ſhould not only 
depend upon the Relation of the Churchwardens, 
vho being for the moſt part ſimple, and mean Men, 
and fearing to offend, would rather incur Danger of 
Perjury, than diſpleaſe- ſome of their Neighbs urs; 
he ſhewed for Prodf, Experience. 
i On which Motions, Sir Tamas Smith, "Kin 
Omen Hopton, Sir Thomas Scot, the Maſter of the 
Requeſts ; Mr. Serjeant 1amwnd,. Mr. Serjeant 
Geoffrey, Mr. Fleetword and Mr. Sands, were 
appointed a Committee, to meet in the Star-Cham- 
ber at two of the Clock in the Afternoon.” _ 
April the 7th, the Bill concerning Religion was 
read, and the: Journaliſi proceeds to tell us, That 
Mr. Strickland firſt moved, that Mr. Norton might be 
required to deliver ſuch Books, as he had. Mr. New- 
| #igate moved, that where one of the Cauſes for the 
—_— Calling of the Parliament, and perhaps the chiefeſt, 
2 was for a Subſidy ; he thought it not amiſs to make 
Offer of a Subſidy before it ſhould be required, which 
Speech was not liked of by the Houſe. 
« Sir Francis Knolles made a long needleſs Diſ- 
courſe concerning the Subſid 
Mr. Bell ſaid, That a Subldy was, by every 
— Subject, to de yielded unto; but for that the 
eople were galled by two Means, it would hardly 
de levied; namely, by Licences, and the Abuſe of 
4 Pro- 
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/ 
promoters; for which, if Remedy were provided, Queen Elizabeth, | 
then would the Subſidy he paid willingly ; which he . 
proved, for that by Licences a few only were enriched, 
and the Multitude impoveriſhed; and added, that if 
2 Burden ſhould be laid on the Back of the Com- 
mons, and no Redreſs of the common Evils, then 
there might happly enſue, that they would lay 
down the Burden in the Midſt of the Way, and 
turn to the contrary of their Duty. | 
Mr. Popham affirmed Mr, Bell's Speech, and 
added to the former Abuſes, that of the Treaſurers 
of the Crown; who having in their Hands great 
| Maſſes of Money, with the which either they them- 
ſelves or ſome of theirs, do purchaſe Lands to their 
own Uſe, and after become Bankrupts, and ſo cauſe 
or practiſe an Inſtallment of their Debts, as of late 
ſome one hath inſtalled a Debt, of thirty thouſand 
Pounds : Which occaſioned the Lack in the Prin- 
ces Coffer. 
© Mr. Serjeant Lovelace argued, that every L 
Subject ought to yield to the Relief of the Prince, 
and that without any Condition or Limitation 
notwithſtanding, he did not diſlike of the former 
Motions ; and thought it very requiſite, that theſe 
Evils might be provided for, to the Ends afarefaid ; 
unto the which he added three Abuſes more; firſt, 
the Abuſe of Purveyors, wherein he had to deſire 
the Council, and the Maſters of the Houſhold to 
conſider it, and to be willing to yield to Reſormati- 
on; and, in his Opinion, it ſhould not be amiſs to 
take away the Purveyors, and to limit every Coun- 
try to a proportionable Rate; ſo ſhould her Majeſty 
be better ſerved, and the Kingdom eafed. Secondly, 
The Reformation of the Exchequer, for the Charge 
which groweth by Reſpite of Homage; which he 
wiſhed might be paid on fome other Sort, in a Sum 
certain. Thirdly, Another Reformation, which is 
upon a great Abuſe in the Exchequer, by ſending 
out, upon every Fine levied, the Writ Quo titulo in- 
greſſus eft. 5 
Mr. Comptroller, in few Words, ſaid, that he 
being one of the Maſters of the Houſhold, would do 


his 
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by the Purveyors. 

Mr. Sampoole, ſometimes of Lincolns-Inn, liked 
well of the Motion of the Subſidy, and commended 
the Motions of the Gentlemen before ; affirming, 
that they were very neceſſary to be thought of; un- 
to which he was to add one more, viz. the Abuſe of 
Collectors. He ſhewed, that they do retain their 
Charge ſometimes a Year, ſometimes more, in their 
own Hands. And for that they are but mean Men, 
appointed to that Office, they oft times convert it 
to their own Uſes, and are perhaps never able to ſa- 
tisfie the ſame; whereby the People are unwilling 
to pay : For, if they ſhould underſtand her-Majeſty 
ſhould have it preſently, ons would more willingly 
pay it; and therefore wiſhed the better Sort of eve- 
ry 3 ſhould be aſſigned to that Charge. 

Mr. Goodier ſaid, That every Man ought to 
yield to the Subſidy, and rather offer it than to ſtay 
till it ſhould be demanded; defiring, that the Subſidy 


might be preſently, and only go forward, without the 


Hearing of any more Complaints: For that they 
might be infinite, and already more were remem- 
bred, than in one Parliament could be reformed. 
Wherein he ſhewed a great Deſire he had to win 
Favour. | | 

A Committee was appointed to conſider of the 
Proportion and Time of yielding ſome Relief unto 
her Majeſty ; whoſe Names being ſet down in the 
original Journal Boot of the Houſe of Commons, 
arethence tranſcribed, atlarge, in Manner and Form 


following: 


All the Privy-Council Members of this Houſe, 
the Maſter of the Rolls, Sir Jahn White, Sir William 
Dermer, Sir Chriſtopher Heydon, Mr. Heneage, Sir 
Robert Lane, Sir Henry Norrice, Sir George Blunt, 
Sir Henry Meſton, Sir George Bowes, Sir William 
Pawlet, Mr. Edgecomb, Mr. Edward Stanhop, Mr. 
John Merſh, Mr. Robert Newdigate, Mr. Serjeant 
Lovelate, Mr. * * Mr. Thomas Snagge, Mr. 
Hall. Mr. Haſſet, Mr. Graſior, Mr. Sands, Mr. Al- 


. ford, Mr. Baſſet, Mr. Warncomb, Mr. George For- 
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rors, Mr. Amiſe Pawlet, Mr. Hatfield, Mr. Greith- Qeen Elibabeth. 


field, Mr. Bounton, Mr. Bellingham, to meet in the 
Star-Chamber, on Monday next, at two of the Clock 
in the Afternoon.” 775 

April the gth, A Report was made concerning the 
Right of the Burgeſſes; and it was ordered, by Con- 
ſent of the Attorney General, that the Burgeſſes 
ſhall fit according to their Returns; becauſe the Va- 
lidity of the Charters of their Towns, ought to be 
examined in another Place. 
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On the ioth, the Committee was enlarged on pebate wc; 


the Religious Bills, in order to go to a Conference to the 
with a ſelect Number of Biſhops and Peers. The dive; 


next Day the Bill on fraudulent Gifts and Convey- 
ances, alas Monopolies, was taken into Conſiderati- 
on; and being ordered to be engroſſed, a Debate a. 
roſe, in which Mr. Fleetwood argued, © That there 
might appear Raſhneſs or Indiſcretion in them, who 
ſhould now reverſe what of late they had done ; but 
leaving to ſpeak thereof he entered into a good Diſ- 
courſe of the Prerogative, which might thereby be 
touched, if they ſhould endeavour to overthrow her 
Majefty's Letters Patents, to whom, by Law, there 
is — given to incorporate any Town, and ſhe 
is ſworn to preſerve her Prerogative: He vouched 
the Clerk of the Patliament's Book to be, that no 
Man might talk of the Statute of Wills, c. but 
that the Bug firſt gave Licence; for that his Pre- 
rogative in the Wards was hereby touched. He 
ſhewed likewiſe the Statute of Ed. I. Ed. III. and 
Hen. IV. with a Saving of the Prerogative. In King 
Edward the Sixth's Time, Licence was ſued for to 
the Lord Protector, to talk of Matters of Preroga- 


tive, he rem embred the Book of 2 Ed. 6. for the Par- 


liament of Ireland, called by the Chief Judge, as is 
for him lawful ; where it was queſtioned, what by 
Parliament might be done? whether they might de- 
part with any of the King's Towns, Forts or Piers? 
It was agreed they might not; and ſo he concluded, 
that to talk thereof (for as much as her Majeſty's 
Letters Patents, and Prerogative were touched) Rege 


non conſulto, was periilous. He alſo made mention 
of 


Preroga- 
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It ſhould fo ſeem good to the Houſe) might be 


Alſo on the Bill 
for not coming 


to Church. 
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of the Statute, which authorizeth all Merchants to 
traffick by Sea, Ni publice prohibentur ; he ſaith, O- 
thers were prohibited. - | 

Mr. Young of Briſtol, in the Behalfof the Com- 
mons, reaſoned to this Effect; Firſt, ſhewed the 
Loſs to the Queen of her Cuſtom, then the private 
Monopoly wrought and occaſioned by the Mer- 
chants, the Controverſies which have enſued by this 
Means amongſt them, and the ſubtile Means where- 
by the Statute was procured, without the Conſent 
of the Major or Commons, by fuch as were put in 
Mr. Afford ſaid, That he might not ſpeak of the 
Prerogative aptly, for that he was not learned in 
the Law; but made ſome Remembrance of what 
he had there ſeen concerning the Act of Parliament 
for Southampton ; where it appeareth, that without 
an Act of Parliament, her Majeſty's Letters Patents 
were not ſufficient ; and therefore he prayed conve- 
nient Conſideration might be, and that the ſame (if 
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conjoined to the former and other Bills, c. 
Then ſpake Mr. Cleere, Sir Francis Knolles, Sir 
Nicholas Arnold, Sir Henry Norris, and Mr. Chriſto- 
her Yelverton, of Gray's-Inn, ſeverally to the ſaid 
ills Whoſe Speeches being ſomewhat imperfectly 
and uncertainly ſet down, are therefore omitted; 
although from them, and the Reſidue foregoing, the 
Effect of this Bill may be collected to have been for 
the Diſſolution of certain Companies of Merchants 
in Briſtal, whom her Majeſty had incorporated by 
her Letters Patents, and abort them to trade 
to certain Places, by which it was pretended that 
the publick and free Trading of others was reſtrain- 
ed; and at laſt upon the Motion of Mr. Fleetwood, 
That the Bill being of great Weight, might be fur- 
ther conſidered of by the Houſe, and the Commit- 
tees beappcinted at ſome other Time; it was there- 
upon ordered, That they ſhould be appointed on the 

Day ſollowing. which was done accordingly.” 
The ſame Day was read, bu? not mentioned in the 
original Fournals, a Bill for coming to the Service of 
| the 
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the Church, which ſeems to be a Mattter of great Queen Elizabeth. 


Moment, by the following Debate about it. 

Mr. Snaęg ſhewed, at large, the Inconvenien- 
ces of the old Law, for coming to Service: For, 
ſaid he by the former Law it was enacted, That 
the Service ſhall not be ſaid, or Sacraments mini- 
ſtred, in other Sort than in the Book of Common- 
Prayer ãs preſcribed ; he ſhewed, how differently the 
ſame was uſed in many Places, from the preſcribed 
Rule; as where no Part of thoſe Prayers were ob- 
ſerved, but a Sermon, and ſome ſuch other Prayers 
only as the Miniſter ſnall think good, in Place there- 
of: Whereupon have great Diviſions, Diſcords and 
Diſlikes grown amongſt and between great Num- 
bers. And ſince it is | py that in this Fort Service 
ſhall be uſed, and that whoſoever ſhall be at any o- 
ther Form of Service, ſhall incur the Penalty pre- 
ſcribed, and that the Miniſters neither do, nor will 
do herein, as they ſhould, and as is by the Law pre- 
ſcribed and commanded. He thought the Proceed- 
ings, in this Kind. ſhould occaſion a Dilemma in 
Miſchief : For, by this Law, if he come not, he 
ſhall loſe Twelvepence; and if he come and be pre- 
ſent, and the Service be not ſaid according to the pre- 
ſcribed Rule of the Book, he ſhall loſe a hundred 
Marks. 
Mr. Aglianly, Burgeſs of the Town of Warwick, 
moved, the Law might be without Exception or 
Priviledge for any Gentleman in their private Ora- 
tories. , This did he prove to be fit out of Plato his 
Laws, and Cicero, both preſcribing for the Obſerva- 
tion of the Law an Equality between the Prince 
and the poor Man; not giving Scope to the one a- 
bove the other. Alſo he remembred the Authority 
of Lattantius Firmianus, making this only Differ- 
_ ence betwixt Man and! aft, that all Men do know 
and acknowledge that there is a God; and in this 
Reſpect there ſhould be no Difference between 
Man and Man, Withal, he ſaid, the more noble 
the Man, the more Good his Example may do. 
He therefore concluded, that for ſo much of the 

Law, 
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no Service, he is to forſeit his Bond. 
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concerning the Receiving of the Communion, he 
argued, That it was not convenient to inforce Con- 
ſciences. And, to that Purpoſe, he ſhewed the Au- 
thority of Doctors; which he vouched, without 
quoting the Place or Sentence. He ſaid alſo, That 
it was the Opinion of Fathers, and learned Men 
of this Land ; and therefore wiſhed they might be 
conſulted with. Finally, he concluded, that Bone 
Leges t malis moribus proveniunt : But no good Laws 
can make a bad Man fit to receive that great My- 
ſtery of God above. This whole Speech he tem- 
pered with ſuch Diſcretion, as in ſuch Caſe was 
ſeemly. And whatſoever he ſpake, he ſpake the 
ſame under Correction. 
« Mr. Strickland, ſtanding up, firſt prayed he 
might be excuſed, for that he was to Peak on a 
ſudden, and unprovided. For the firſt, he approv- 
ed what Mr. Aglionby had ſaid: For the Second, 
he ſaid, he could not be of that Mind; and he 
vouched, out of E/dras, that the Church, yea, and 
the Conſciences of Men, were, by the Prophet, 
reſtrained; withal, he ſaid, Conſcience might 
be free, but not to diſturb the Common Quiet. 
He ſhewed the Practice and Doings of the People, 
the Baniſhment of the Arians, c. That the 
Word of the Prince, for Lack of Law, muſt not 
be tied. The [ſraelizes, he ſaid, were con- 
ſtrained to eat the Paſſover. And, finally, he con- 
cluded, That it was no Straining of their Conſci- 
ences, but a Charge or Loſs of their Goods, if they 
could not vouchſafe to be, as they ſhould be, good 
Men, and true Chriſtians, 8 
* Mr. Dalton reaſoned to this Effect, That there 
could enſue no Inconvenience by thoſe two Laws, 
which were intended to be contrary. His Reaſon 
was, except the Service be according to the Law, 
no Man is bound to ſtay there; no more than if he 
be bound to come and hear Service, and there be 


« For 
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J *. For Anſwer to Mr. Aglionby, he ſaid, The Queen Elizabeth, 
Matters of Conſcience did not concern the Law- 1571. 
makers; neither were they to regard the Error, Cu- 
rioſity, or Stiffneckedneſs of the evil, ignorant, or 
froward Perſons. For be it they did proceed order- 
ly to the Diſcharge of their own Conſciences, in 
making the Law, let them care for the reſt whom it 
behoveth. He was of Mind that Gentlemen ſhould 
not be excepted, for the Cauſes aforeſaid; but, he 
wiſhed Proviſion might be made for ſuch as be im- 
priſoned, or cannot come for fear of Arreſts, He 
wiſhed alſo; that the Law might have Continuance 
but till the End of the next Parliament.“ 

April the 12th, when the Bill, and the Additions 
to it, that certain Offences ſhould be made Treaſon, 
was read, a Debate aroſe, in which, Mr. Goodier, 
with ſome Shew of former Care for that Cauſe, en- 
tred into the Utterancè of a long Speech; and ſpake 
to this Effect: Firſt, He made a ſolemn Proteſta- 
tion of his Sincerity; Truth, and Loyalty to ber Ma- 
jeſty, to the State, and to the Houſe, Then he 
ſhewed many ſingular and true Bleſſings, which we 
have by her f igtineſs's Means, and religiouſly pray- 
ed for her Preſervation ; but, his whole Diſcourſe 
ſtood upon theſe three Points, What he thought of 
the Perſons there aſſembled ; What he diſliked in 
the Matter of the Bill propounded ; and why he 
did fo, - 

Of the Perſons, he ſaid, he heartily believed the 
whole Company in Truth and true Meaning to have 
a Care and hearty Wellwiſhing for her Majeſty's 
dafety, acknowledging and repoſing in her. the very 
Anchor of our Safety ; but whether all were with a 
ſincere Meaning to the State of the Crown, he 
knew not; but rather thought the clean contrary: 
But yet of the moſt and moſt honourable he thought 
nothing amiſs, butſome ſurely, he ſaid, were doubly 
diſpoſed, and with a favourable Affection bent for 
ſome ſpecial Body. 8 | 

© For the Subſtance of the firſt Bill, he faid, he 
was of clear Mind, well-liking, and approving the 
whole Courſe thereof; except, quoth he, that tha 

Vor. IV, + H ſame 
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be taken alſo as Treaſon, For the Additions which 3 


Peril, ſuch and ſo great, that the greateſt Speaker 


Article of the Additions was clouded and involve 
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and hereunto he further added, that if any Man 
ſhould ſay, That the Papiſts do not err in ſaying or 
ſpeaking ſo ſlanderouſly of her Majeſty, the ſame 0 


concerned the firſt which did clearly reſpect the 
Time paſt, as to make Treaſon of a Fault already 
committed, which at the Time of the perpetrating | 
of the ſame Offence, was not in the ſame. Degree; 
it was aPrecedent moſt perilous, which might occa- 
ſion ſuch and fo great Evils, as eaſily might not be 
conceived, Of preſent Time, Man's Wiſdom 
might judge; future Times Man's Policy may reach 
to: But to call again the Time paſt, or to raiſe what 
is dead in any Kind, Man may not; nor, in Res- 
ſon, is it to be preſumed. he like, he ſaid, had 
not been ſeen; and where he hath read thouſands of 
Laws, yet did he never find ſuch a Precedent. An - 
Extremity rare, and never practiſed, no not in theſe 
the greateſt Matters of Faith and Religion, that we 
do now ſo earneſtly treat of. F 
The Enemy to God and our State (the Papiſs W "4 
I mean) is moſt hateful, Yet is no Man ſo hardly 
bent, as to have them puniſhed, much leſs to ſuffer M 
Death, for what is paſt... Whether her Majeſty 
hath pardoned what is paſt, we do not know, and 
whether her Highneſs's Pleaſure be that it ſnouldbe 
talked of, no Man yet hath made a Report. With 
al, it may haply occaſion Diſlike between her 
Majeſty and the Houſe, which wereodious and hatc- iſ 
ful; but doubtleſs, he propheſied it would occaſion 
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therein, yea thoſe who ſhould give them moſt ani 
beſt Words, could give no Warranties, Neither: 
it that the Sequel thereof might be warranted fol 
the.Right"of a Crown, which words may not be 
trained or ſtraitned. | = wo 
© Thus much conſidered, and the Prince being 
herein not as yet determined, he therefore adviſed, 
and more than ſo by Words of Vehemency urgei 
Stay. He farther ſaid, that the Penning of the ful 


wit 
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y ſuch as morecuriouſly could, and mort cunning- 
gy would, look thereinto than he. For Matters of 
rige of the Crown, he ſaid, he neither knew any, 
Wor durſt to intermeddle or take Knowledge of any; 
nd concluding; he ſaid, that for Obſcurity of the 
enſe, he muſt needs condemn the ſame, ſince that 
eritas e nuda, ſimplex & plana. | 
« Sir Thomas Smith, her Majeſty's principal Se- 
cretary, neither — nor approving of what 
bad before been ſpoken by Mr. Goodter, made men- 
tion, That the Bil might be divided, leſt the one 
might be the Hindrance of the other. OE. 
Mr. Norton, in his accuſtomed Manner of natu- 
ral Eloquence, $rſt ſhewed that the Aſſembly 
mould be free of Speech, ſo that the ſame did not ex- 
Wcccd the Bounds of Loyalty; and as in Speech free, 
bo ought it alſo to be free of unjuſt Slanders, and un- 
deſerved Reproaches. For ſo much as might con- 
ceern him, he proteſted that he neither thought; nor 
meant any other Title than the ſole Preſervation of 
her Majeſty ; and to this End was he and the whole 
Houle (as he ſuppoſed) ſettled and bent; ſhe being 
of this Realm, not only in reſpect of our Goods and 
Lives the ſingular Stay, but for Truth and Religion, 
= of all Chriſtendom not Magna, but in all the 
orld Specioſa, And ſince that Conſultation is no 
other than Conſultare in Commune, he was as well to 
remove the Surmiſe of Ambiguity, as the Slander 
raiſed of any Doubleneſs in him; the Words, quoth 
he, are plain, theſe and no other; that whatſoever 


* Perſon, during the Life of her Majeſty, hath or ſhall 
5 imagine, intend, or go about, the Depofin g, Ec. 
1 them and their Heirs to be barred of any Title. 
1 And, faith he, where Ambition hath once en- 
tered, ſuch is the Nature of the ſame, that never it 
will be ſatisfied: And the Thirſt for a Kingdom is 
* unquenchable. Withal, in commmon Experience we 
a ſee, that between two, for a ſmall Matter in Suit, 
1 when it ſhall paſs againft the one, though by perfect 


Trial, yet will he who lofeth never acknowledge 
that he had either offered, or defended an Injury. 
H 2 | lie 


ach ſecret Underſtandings, not to be underſtood but Ween Elizabeth; 
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He ſaid, For working of great Matters, great Time 


is required; and ſuch a Miſchief, as to overthrowa 


- Crown, is not in a Day compaſſed; and therefore 


he earneſtly craved the Judgm 


what hereafter is thought; or meant to be executed; 


is already begun, compaſſed and deviſed. Time 
muſt therefore be taken, and therefore in Time, and 
at all Times, it is to be prevented. 


* Where it is ſaid, The like hath not been ſeen; | 


and a Miracle made of it, as if there were never for- 
mer Precedents ever ſeen of the like, or ever heard 
of before. It is no longer ſince than in Queen Mz. 


ry's Time, whento the Parliament it was ſuggeſted, 


that the Congregations in the City of London al- 


ſembled, did uſe this Kind of Prayer to God, either f 


to convert her, or confound her; Whereupon it 
was enacted, T hat every Perſon wh ſo; arid in ſuch 
Sort, had prayed, or whoſoafter ſhould pray, ſhoull 


be taken for a Traitor. The Caſe of Bennet Smit i 
is not ſo ſtrange, nor ſo long ſince, but it may bere- 


OS 


membred ; his 1 was not ſuch, nor { N 


to be ad judged at the Time of the Offence perpetn 
ted, as it was afterwards; yet by Authority of Par: 


liament the Offence precedent was from the ol 
Nature altered; and he, who before at the Time d 
the Offence, until the making of the Law, was not 
to be privileged but by his Clergy, was now by an 
Act made after, by Judgment executed. And ſinc: 
in the Caſe of a private Man, as was this of Bemu 
Smith, ſuch Conſideration, and ſuch good Diſcretion 
was uſed, who can imagine it to be odious ? Nj, 
who is it, that would not the like or greater Care to 
be had of a Prince, and eſpecially of ſo good ani 


virtuous a Prince, as ſhe, of whom our Conference 
is now ? But yet we are charged with partial Af 


feftion, unſettled Minds, and Doubleneſs, Whe - 
ther this Speech now be an Offence to the Houle, 


. 


For that it might ſeem by the Gentlemen's Earneſt 
neſs who ſpake, that ſome one of his Friends, whon 
he was bent to ſerve, would be touched. Where 
upon, for his own Part, he eft-ſoons proteſted, bt 
had no certain Reſolution with himſelf of any "oY 

7 | U. 


7 N. 
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ent of the Houſe. 
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but was to be ſatisfied with the Conſent of that Aſ- Queen Elizabeth. 
{bly ; howſoever, adding further, if his Motions #57" 
night ſo fort, as they were liked, he offered this Pro- 
Vio to be added, That if any ſuch Perſon, who had 
made any ſuch Claim, fhal diſclaim and renounce 
[- [ all Title during her Highneſs's Life, the ſame Per- 
ſon, &c. to be then reſtored to the old Eſtate, 
| «© Mr, Comptroller, after ſome Declaration of 
Grief, perceiving the Matter 2 to Heat, as verily 
the greateſt Number of the Houſe were more than 
moved with Mr. Goodier's Speech, and that Men 
Voeere diſpoſed to talk at large of Matters contrary or 
W repugnant to the Bill, moved that it might be ſever- 
ed; becauſe the firſt Part came in, and was exhibit- 
ed to that Houſe by her Majeſty's learned Counſel; 
auc other was but the Advice of a private Man 
nich Advice, though it juſtly deſerved Commenda- 
con, yet was it not, in his Fancy, to be joined with 
„chat which came in other Sort. 
Mr. Snagg argued to this Effect, That in mak- 
„ing of Laws, Plainneſs of Speech ſhould be uſed, all 
u. Intrapments to be ſhunned and avoided. And here 
be moved, why the Statute of Edw. III. whereby it 
of MY isenacted, That all ſuch, whoſhall endeavour, com- 
of paſs, or imagine the Death of the King, c. ſhould 
de Traitors, &c. ſhould not be ſaid ſufficient, reach- 
1c: WY 1g as far, and comprehending as much, as this latter 
Advice. For the Regard of the Time paſt, he ſaid, 
ien be could have no good liking thereak, and what was 
„ bractiſed in Queen Marys Time (under Correcti- 
eu 22) he took to be no charitable Precedent? concern- 
ming the Authority of the Parliament, he did con- 
1 clude nothing, but ſaid it was a Prevention. 
Af Sir Francis Knolles ſhewed, That he could not 
_ ene diſlike the conjoining of the Additions, ſith 
uſe, WY chat they riſe all of one Ground, and that they 


| ey bath 
my KC and charitable ; whereof he acknowledged 


nel. her Highneſs to have Intelligence, and the Cauſe 
don Already to have been in Conference by her Counſel, 
her- And for the Word (hath) he faith it contained no 
4, he ſuch Abſurdity, but with good Zeal it might bs 
Tide Waintained. And therefore ſuch Vehemency and 

bu H 5 |  Sharp= 
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Wo Sharpneſs, of Speech, he ſaid, was more than requi. 


his Conſcience was, he Gong not fit to make fur- 


if he thought, to deſerve 
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ſite, yea more than convenient. And as for the 
Obſcurity, he ſaid, of Men that would mean well, 
it could not be miſconſtrued ; ; and to ſtay, or pre- 1 
vent Devices paſt, he thought it but honeſt Policy, W 
which being otherwiſe uſed ina Prince's Caſe, is no: 
to be diſliked, He remembred her Highneſs's Un- 
willingneſs to puniſh ſuch Offences, and therefore 
though the Law be ſharp, yet ſuch is her Mildneſs, 
that if any have offended for ſo much as may con- 
cern her Perſon, ſurely he thought it would not be 
executed; and her Clemency tempered with Au- 3 
thority could never grow to ty, wherein what 3 
ther Shew thereof; but ſumply and plainly he wou il 
deal herein, not m to treat in ſuch Sort, a 1 
eine Shanks. « or an 7 Thing of i 
her Majeſty ; for what he did, he did it 5 as mind AY 
ful of his own Safety, ie I 
2 K. ad ſpake (whoſe Name i is nok, exp eſſel 
io the . anonymous Journal) thewnn 1 2 
Vejght. of the, Matter, which was then in Hand, 
to Gy as well on the general Safety of the * 4 
as on the Preſervation of her Majeſty” E 
therefore he could not buy approve the Effect of the il 
whole, both in Bill and Addition; albeit for - the 
Paitis 8 Bill he was ſomewhat variant from, that 
which there. offered and in the Ungerſtanding $ 
of ſome Words he was o dal, ; as for the Won 
Cimpa, „he wade ueſtion; 25 this, oh 
Hurt, Rad no perf. Tate ligence, ſince the Hut 
of Body” may grow by Grief of Mind, and Grief « 
Mind perhaps by ſmall Cauſe, He alfo ſaid, that, 
ſaving in the Statute of 27 H. VIII. he hath not real 
it. Bug further, he ſaid, that he that would not a 
low her for lawful Queen in his Congeit, ſhoul i 
alſs be called a Traitor; put for the ſpeaking d 
thoſe moſt ſlanderous Words of Heretick, Inf 
Schiſmatic he would not any Man to be for tie 
firſt Offence taken as a Traitor ; for that the not 
acknowledging of the Supremacy, being afar greats 


Offence, i is but the Pain of Præmunire. And there- 
1 
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ſo ſeem to them good, that it ſhould be as he indeed 
wiſhed, then was he well pleaſed to put them both 
to one Predicament. | 
And for the Word Heretic, he ſaid, that the 
Papiſts all, of Force, muſt be forced to ſay, Her Ma- 
jeſty is one ; or that they themſelves muſt be con- 
tent to carry the Name, and to be noted Nomine, as 

they are Re et Veritate, Heretics, which Name th 
willingly will not bear. He funther ſaid, that with 
the reſt of thoſe Words of Slander, he thought it 
might do well to inſert the Name Papi, That if 
any Man ſhould ſay her Majeſty to be an Infidel, 
Papiſt, or Heretic. &c. to be a Traytor ; for that 
ſome ſay, there are in theſe Days that do not ſpare 
to ſay, Her Majeſty is of another Religion than is 
publiſhed ; that it is the ſole Doing of the Counſel- 
lors, whereby the Doctrine (in Sort as it is) is thus 
publiſhed, and not her's. He alſo added, that his 
Wiſh was, that no Man might be attainted of theſe 
Words, except the Speech or Publication might be 
teſtified by two Witneſſes. For the Additions, he 
ſaid, Aſſuredly they might not be ſevered from the 
firſt Bill, not only as they are Matters materially de- 
pending on the firſt, but ſtretching ſo far to the 
Maintenance of the firſt, that without them the firſt 
may ſeem to be nothing. For, ſaid he, there can be 
no Remedy provided, except the Cauſe of the Grief 
be known, and the ſame Cauſe removed; where- 
in the Rehels of the North gave clear Experiment: 
For doubtleſs, when they pretended Reformation of 
Religion, they thought to rend up the Ground, and 
ſubvert the Stay thereof, which was her Majeſty's 
Perſon ; and by them he wiſhed us to learn at laſt, 
and to wax wifer, He ſaid, the Court of Chancery 
will ſtraitly decree for ſaying and quiet keeping of a 
quiet Poſſeſſion, often looking to ordering Things 
before paſt, and ſhall not the Court of Parliament 
do the like for the Title of the Crown? And the 
ancient Laws of the Realm (he ſaid) domaintain the 
ſame, as long before the 35 H. VIII. the Stat. 5 E. III. 
H 4 in 


119 


1 ſore, except the ſame Offence alſo might be made Queen Elizabath, 
= Trcaſon, he could not like thereof. But if it ſhould 


1571. 


N 
4 
4 
1 
l 
i 


120 | The Parliamentary HisTor Y 


Queen Elizabeth, in ſuch like Caſes hath ordained, that the Heirofthe Wi 
* Father's Offence ſhall be puniſhed; conſule lacun Wl 
citatum. EP een eee 2 * .3 
Mr. Maunſon ſaid, It were horrible to ſay, that 
the Parliament hath no Authority to determine of 
the Crown; for then would enſue, not only the an- 
nihilating of the Statute 35 H. VIII. but that the Sta- 
rute made in the firſt Year of her Majeſty's Reign, 
of Recognition, ſhould alſo be laid void; a Matter 
| containing agreater Conſequence than is convenient 
| to be uttered, | * See LES RES Be 
Mr. Heneage moved the Houſe to this Effect, 
that either the Yiu for Addition ſhould be ſevered; | 
or both to be referred to the Queen's learned Coun- 
ſel, to conſider of the Conveniency thereof ; and 
then by them to be exhibited, &c. but of his Opini- 
on he yielded no further Reaſon, ' © 
Mr. Lone, a young Gentlemen, would have 
proved the Word (have) and a Regard of the Time 
paſt, not to be amifs, for that at the Time of the 
Offence the Malice of the Offender was as great as 
it is at this preſent.' t. 
Mr. Fleetwood endeavoured to prove the over- 
charging of the Bill with larger Words than were 
convenient, and more Proviſoes than were to the 
Purpoſe, to have been the Overthrow-of that which 
was truly meant; wherein the cunning, Adverſary, 
when he knoweth not how to ſubvert directly, will 
by this Means eaſily and ſubtilly inſert more, pre- 
tending a Face of more Forwardneſs than the reſt; 
when indeed his Heart is bent to- the Hindrance of 
the whole. For Proof and Experience hereof, he 
remembred the cunning Prelates in Henry the 
Fourttys Time, and afterwards in Edward the 
Fourth's Time, when King Edward required the 
Supprefling of all ſuch Abbies, as King H. VI. had 
erected. To hinder this, contrary to the King's 
Meaning, ſome would needs add the Colleges in 
Cambridge which by him were alſo founded; to 
which, when by no Means the Houſe could be in- 
duced, as well the Intent of the firſt, as of the laſt, 
was ſubvertſde. 4 
. 4 The 
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The like he remembred alſo of the ſecond D Vizabeth, 
Fear of H. VII. in matter of Treaſon, which all 757% 
Men would have yielded unto; the counterfeit 
Friend heaped in, to give the King free Liberty of 
Reſtitution to whom he would, of all, both Goods 
and Poſſeſſions, whereof the Inconvenieticy being 
ſeen, Stay was made of the whole, So that, what 
Men may not do directly, vith Face of further 
Friendſtup they do covertly. He concluded there- 
fore, it were well, and molt ſafe, to make two Bills, 
and to be referred to the Queen's learned Counſel, ._ = 
as Mr. Heneage had well divided. 

Mr. Serjeant Manword, firſt anſwering the 
Meaning of the Words (bodily Hurt) ſaid, It muſt 
be intended when Violence and Force j is done or of- 
ſered to the Body, and not otherwiſe, or elſewhere, 
And whether 82 Words of Slander ſhould be Trea- 
ſon, he thought that there was great Reaſon they 
ſhould be; for (quoth he) who 10 ſhall affirm her 
Highneſs to be an Heretic, doth doubtleſs wiſh her 
the Pains of an Heretic, viz. to be burnt, Nc. He 
further would have to be added to theſe Words of 
the Bill, That whoſoever ſhall affitm himſelf to have 
Title, &c. to be 2 Traitor. He was of further O- 
pinion, that it ſhould be no Clogging to the Bill, ts 
have Matter of the ſame Nature added; being alſs 
3 for the ſame Purpoſe, as good, conſequent} 
nd neceſſarily concurring with the Effect of the 
Bill. And for the Authority of the Parliament, he 
ſaid, It could not, in reaſonable Conſtruction, —— o- 
inerwiſe, for whoſo ſhould deny that Authori 
doth deny the Queen to be Queen, and the Rea 
to be a Realm. 


' ©After which, Mr. Alford a and Mr. Dalton * 


— ” — - W a 
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ſeverdlly to the ſaid Bill, touching certain Offencks, 


to be made Treaſons. Whoſe Speeches containing. 
no new Matter at all in them, more than hath been 
formerly ſpoken, are omitted in that often- before- 
cited anonymous Journal, out of which all theſe fore- 
going Speeches are tranſcribed. After all . 
the Buſineſs was at length brought to this He 


to be pa to a Committee, 


« All 
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Queen Elizabeth, © AJ] the Privy Council being Members of this 
n Houſe, Sit Chriftopher Heydon, Sir Henry Nevill, 
Sir Nicholas Arnold, Mr. Serjeant Manwood, Mr. 
Serjeant Jeoffry, Mr. Heneage, Mr. Stoaks, Mr. 
5 Faugban, Mr. Bell, Mr. Mounſon, Mr. Pop- 
am, Mr. Norton, Mr. Dalton, Mr. Fleetwood, Mr. 
Yelverton, Mr. Goodier, Mr. Alford and Mr. Long, 

were appointed to meet in the Star-Chamber.” 
April 13th, the Bill for ſuppreſſing of Simony in 
Debate on 2 Bill Preſentations to Beneſices was read the firſt Time, 
yo = . on which Mr. Snagg obſerved, That the Cauſe of 
N the Slanders, which the Papiſts have againſt the 
Church of England, in that they ſay Coblers, Tay- 
lors, Tinkers, Millers, c. are of the — 
weth hereby, that the Livings are detained by 
he Patrons from the Spiritual, in their own Hands, 
to their own private Uſes ; whereas the firſt Origi- 
nal of the Creation of Patronages being conſidered, 
it appeareth that nothing is left to the Patron of 
Right. The Manner of their Original he ſhewed 
at large, and that the ſame was granted Des et Ec- 
* and concluded that the Patron had nothing of 
| orth or Value, but a bare Nomination, if it be 
| truly uſed; ſince that, dealing 3 he is neither 
to reſpect Commodity, Blood, Affection, Friend- 
ſhip, nor any thing elſe, but the Worth and Suffici- 

ency of the Man, c.“ 4 
Ide ſame Day the Bill againſt Vagabonds was 
Another relating read a firſt Time, and, tho” not uſual in ſuch Caſes, 
to Vagabond. divers Speeches enſued, of which this is an Abſtract; 
Mr. St. John moved, that an old Bill, before 
this Time exhibited into the Lower Houſe, con- 
cerning this Matter, might be peruſed. 

Mr. Sandys endeavoured to prove this Law for 
Beggars, to be over ſharp and bloody, ſtanding 
much on the Care which is to be had- for the Poor ; 
faying, That.it might be poſſible with ſome Travail 
had by the Juſtices, to relieve every man at his own 
Houſe, and to ſtay them from wandering, This 
Experience he ſhewed, and what was done in the 
County of /HYorce/fer. Mr. Treaſurer talked 2 
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this Effect, That he would have a Bridewell in e- Queen Elizabeth; 
very Town, and eyery Tipler in the County to Gn 
vield twelve Pence yearly to the Maintenance 
thereof. 
Mr. Milſon, a Maſter of the Requeſts, argued 
thus, That Poor of neceflity we muſt have, for ſo 
Chriſt hath ſaid, until his ſecond Coming: And, as 
true it is, ſaid he alfo, That Beggars, by God's 
Word, might not be amongſt his Poole : Ne /i 
, Mendicus inter vos. His Experience he ſhewed 
through the greateſt Part of Chriſtendom, conclud- 
ing, that ſuch Looſeneſs and Lewdneſs was no 
where as here: He ſaid, It was no Charity to give 
ſuch a one as we know not, being a Stranger unto 
us. Thus, ſaid he, did the Locrenſes conſtitute by 
their Laws. Even as of Thieves did the Grecians 
judge of them. To the Pain of the Conſtables for 
their remiſs Dealings, he wiſhed might be conjoined 
Impriſonement.' | | | 
On the 14th, the Bill for Reformation of the Book nevate on à Bill 
of Common Prayer was read a firſt Time, which for reforming the 
oc caſioned another Debate: | Common Prayer. 
Mr. Treaſurer of her Majeſty's Houſhold 
reaſoned to this Effect, That if the Matters menti- 
ones to be reformed were Heretical, then verily 
they were preſently to be condemned; but if they 
are but Matters of Ceremony, then it behoveth ug 
to refer the ſame to her Majeſty, who hath Autho+ 
rity, as Chief of the Church, to deal herein. And 
for us to meddle with Matters of her Prerogative, 
quoth he, it were not expedient. Withal, he ſaid, 
what Cauſe there might be to make her Majeſty not 
to run and join with thoſe who ſeem to be moſt 
earneſt, we are not to ſearch ; whether it be, for 
that in Time and Order ſhe bopeth to bring them 
with her, or what other ſecret. Cauſe or Scruple 
there might be in the Heart of Princes, it is not for all 
People to know. 
Mr. Comptroller argued to this Effect, as afore, 
commending the Zeal, but that the Place and Time 
were not fit. And ſince we acknowledge her to be 
| Supreine 
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Queen Elizabeth. Supreme Head, we are not in theſe petty Matters tq 

EP ES run before the Ball, which to do, and therein to 

offend, were great Folly ; how forwarned we were 

herein, he did then refer to our Conſideration, inſi- 

nuating in ſome ſort, that aur heady and haſty Pro- 

ceedings, contrary to and before the Law, did rather 

hinder than help. 5 

© Hereupon Mr, Piſfor, with a grave and ſeemly 

Countenance, and good natural Eloquence, ſhewed 

how Conſcience od him to ſpeak; and rather 

to hazard his Credit than to the Offence of his Con- 

ſcience be ſilent: Albeit he would acknowledge 

willingly, that many Hundreds of that honourable 

and worſhipful Aſſembly, were able to teach him, 

and he indeed willingly to learn of them all. The 

Matter of his Grief was, that Matters of Impor- 

tance ſtanding us upon for our Souls, ſtretching high- 

er and further to every one of us than the __ 

chy of the whole World, were either not treated of, 

or ſo flenderly, that now, after more than ten Days 

continual Conſultation, nothing was thereon con- 

cluded. This Cauſe heſhewed to he God's, the reſt 

are all but terrene, yea Trifles in Compariſon ; call 

you them never ſo great, or pretend you, that they 

mport never ſo much ; Subſidies, Crowns, King- 

doms, he knew not, he faid, What they were in 

Compariſon of this; this, he ſaid, I know, whereof 

he moſt thanked God, primum quærite Regnum Dei, 

& cetera omnia adjicientur vobis, This Rule is the 

Direction, and this Defire ſhall bring us to the 

Light, whereupon we may ſtay, and then proceed 

unto the reft ; for in his Word, and by him we 

learn, as faith St. Paul, to correct, reform, &c. 

Our true Home certainly is nat here, Non habemus 

hic permanentem Civitaltm : And the Juſtice of God 

moved Terror unto all, which he ſeemed to mean 

concerning the Bill before-mentioned of Strickland's 

Propoſitions. And ſo did ſet it forth with Vehe- 

mency, that there lacked no Modeſty ; and with ſuch 

Eloquence, that it neither ſeemed ſtudied, nor 0 
ö 3 hot 0A word DER ol * * muc 
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and no whit too long, but very well approved of. 

And after him Mr. Snagg, and far after him in- 
deed, either for Order, Proof, or Matter, he entered 
into the Diſcourſe of Strichland's Articles, and ſeem- 
ed to maintain them; this namely, not to knee] at 
the receiving of the Communion, but rather, if 2 
Law hereof ſhould be made, to lie proſtrate, to ſhun 
the old Superſtition z or otherwiſe to ſet every Man 
at Liberty, and in this Behalf to do according to his 
Conſcience and Devotion, he judged it to be no- 
thing derogatory ar contrary to the Prerogative z 
and the Direction, he thought fit to be left out of the 
Book, which ſhould be a 1 ec. 

« After which Arguments, it was, upon the Que- 
ſtion, agreed, That a Petition ſhould be.made by 
this Houſe unto the Queen's Majeſty, for her Li- 
cence and Privity to proceed in this Bill, before it be 
any further dealt in.“ 

The ſame Day the Bill againſt Licences and 
Diſpenſations, granted by the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, was put to the Queſtion, Whether it 


Affirmative, and had thereupon its firſt Reading. 
After which, Mr. Afford (although a Bill be not uſu« 
ally ſpoken unto till after the ſecond Reading) ſpake 
againſt the Bill; and endeavoured to prove, that Li- 
cences for Marriages in ſome Caſes might be need- 
ful, and that Diſpenſations alſo for Ne 
might, upon ſome Occaſion, be of great Neceflity ; 
as if a Miniſter ſhould be employed upon ſome Fo- 
reign Ambaſlage, or other Matter of great Weight, 
Mr. Telverton much diſliked, as it ſhould ſeem, 
Mr. Afford's Specch ; and ſpake very vehemently in 
Maintenance of the Bill, alledging, that, as he 
thought, no good Chriſtian could be againſt it; in 
reſpect that by the very Words of the Bill it appears, 
that it was ny framed for the Suppreſſion of ſuch 
Licences and Diſpenſations, as were contrary tothe 
Word of God. | | mY 
Mr. Dalton ſpake next, againſt the Bill; and 
grounded his Opinion only upon this vain Suppg- 
| _ 
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againſt Licence, 
&c. by the Abp. 
ſhould be read or no? It was over-ruled in the of Canterbury. _ 
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the Word of God. 

Mr. Beadle ſpake next, in Maintenance of the 
Bill; but the Subſtance of his peech is ſo briefly and 
imperfectly ſet down, as it cannot be gathered what 
his Reaſons were. 

Mr. Mamwood ſpake very judiciouſſy and mo- 
derately, allowing well th + Scope and Meaning of 
the Law; but wiſhed, that in reſpe& it mentioneth 
the Redreſs of many Grievances, thoſe ſame Griev- 
ances might firſt be particularly made known to the 
N before the Bill were any farther proceed- 

in 

Mr. Fleetwood approved the Bill, yet ſpake not 
directly for it; but very covert] guirded at the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Judg es, and the Office of Faculties; 
ſhewing alſo in the Concluſion of his Speech, that 
Livings are given to Minifters for the inſtructing the 
King and his People, and for the Keeping of Houſe, 
and other Deeds of Charity. All which, if they 
were abſent by Diſpenſation, he inferred muſt of Ne- 

*. neglected. 

nt Lovelace laſtly, as it ſhould ſeem, con- 
cluded urther Speech in t chi Buſineſs, ſhewing the 
Uſe and Commodity of this Bill in Queſtion; but 
doubted' that there was not Power enough given 
therein, nor ſufficient Remedy provided for Redreſs 
of the Miſchiefs thereby ſuppoſed togrow, by reaſon 
ofthe ng the aforeſaid Licence and Diſpenſati- 
ons. which, it ſhould ſeem, that ſome Mem- 
bers of the Houſe were appointed to conſider of the 
faid Bill, but their Names are not found in the ori- 
uu Fournal Book of the Houſe of Commons, or 
n thatbefore-cited anonymous Journal, out of which 
both the preceding and enſuing Speeches are tran- 

ſerĩbed. 

Mr. Norton made à Motion by warrant of this 
Court, by the Wiſdom and godly Care which in 
Matters of Weight — dyed, That to a- 


void the ſhameful and moſt hateful Wege a amongſt 
the Eecleſiaſtical Judges, for delivering of Clerks 
; — upon their Oaths, and the manifeſt Perjury 


there, 
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there, by their Law againſt the Law, committed, Queen Elizabeth. 


ſome Order might be -taken. He proved it might 
not be ſaid a Liberty of the Church, except they 
will claim a Liberty to Sin ; wherein indeed their 
principal Liberty hath ſtood, amd for the which they 
have not ſpared to hazard, nay to give, both their 
Bodies and Souls to become Traitors to God and 


Man. 

Thus did that Rebel Biſhop Bectet, whoſe prin- 
cipal Quarrel and chief Cauſeof all his Stir, was, that 
the King would have puniſhed one of his Mark, a 
Prieſt, for an abominable Inceſt committed by him : 
Which trifling Fault (forſooth) this holy Saint 
could not endure to be rebuked of by a Temporal 
Judge. Et hinc illæ Ire. He ſhewed, it could not 
be termed a Privilege, and Encouragement to Learn- 
ing, ſince it was no other but a Cloak for their 
Naughtineſs, and for ſuch as might be of the Pope's 
Sect. As well appeared, in that it was allowed to 
none but to ſuch as might enter their Holy Orders, 
and not to one that had two Wives. He 
at large the Circumſtance of their practiſed Orders, 
upon the Purgation of ſuch Clerks, declaring of 
Truth ſo diſordered and hateful Doings, that the 
whole Houſe reſolved to take Care for Redreſs. 

© There was then next after, by the-Policy of Sir 


Humphry Gilbert, a Motion made by one to have gil! concerning 


e ſhewed 
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in Talk the Griefs which before had been uttered Treaſurers, & 


in the Houſe, concerning the deceitful Dealings of 
Treaſurers and Receivers, the Reformation- of the 
Exchequer for Homage, &c. and for the granting of 
Licences by the Queen, contrary to-the Form of 
ſundry Statutes. 1 „. 84 | 
© Hereupon Sir Humphry Gilbert ſtanding up, 
and ſome Introduction made to crave Patience and 
Toleration of the Houſe, he endeavoured to prove 
the Motion of Mr. Bell, made ſome Days before, 
to be a vain Device to be thought of, and perilous 
to be treated of; fince it tended to the Derogation 


of the Prerogative Imperial; which, who ſhould 


attempt in his Fancy, could not otherwiſe-be ac- 
counted than an open Enemy, For what Differ- 
8 ence 
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—— ence is to ſay, the Queen is not to uſe the Privilege 


| Thurſday next; and it was agreed, that they ſhould 


Clock in the Morning. During which ſaid Time 
ef Eaſter, Mr. Strickland, ſo often before mentioned, 


The Purliameltdey His tov 


of the Crown, and to ſay ſhe is not Queen; ſince 
they are ſo linked together, that the one without the 
other may not poſſibly be, or ſubſiſt? We are, ſaid 
he, to give to a common Conſtable the Right and 
Regard of his Office ; which if we ſhould deny her, 
what is it other than to make her meaner than the 
meaneſt ; And albeit Experience hath ſhewed ſuch 
and fo great Clemency in hef Majeſty, as might 
makeus perhaps forfeit ourſelyes ; yet it is not good 
to ſport or venture too much with Princes ; yea, 
let be that our Meaning be goody yet if it be not fo 
thought of, how then? He remembred the Fable 
of the Hare, which fled upon the Proclamation, that 
all horned Beafts ſhould depart the Court, left his 
Ears ſhould be ſaid tobe Horns. This did he further 
inculcate, with this further Signification, that if we 
ſhould in rw Sort meddle with thoſe Matters, her 
Majeſty might look to her own Power ; and thereby 
finding her Validity to ſuppreſs the Strength of the 
challenged Liberty, and to challenge and uſe her 
Power any Way, to do as did Leis of France, who, 
as he termed it, delivered the Crown there out of 
Wardſhip, which the ſaid French King did upon like 
Occaſion. He alſo ſaid; that other Kings had abſo- 
tute Power, as Denmark and Portugal; where as 
the Crown became more free, ſo are all the Subjects 
ereby the rather made Slaves. | 
© This Speech was diſliked, as implying many 
Occaſions of Miſchief ; but for the preſent he was 
not anſwered further, than that it ſeemed he did miſ- 
take the Meaning of the Houſe, and of the Gentle 
man that madethe Motion; who would it not other- 
wiſe to be taken, or otherwiſe for the Houſe to deal 
in the Matter, than to ſhew their common Griefs in 
due and ſeemly Sort unto her Majeſty. 

The Parliament was then by the Conſent of the 
Houſe, for that it was Eafter Eve, adjourned until 
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from thenceforth come to the Houſe at ſeven of the 


for 


for the Exhibiting the Bill for Reformation of Cere- Queen Elizabeth, © 
monies, and his Speech thereupon; was called before 757+ 

the Lords of the Privy Council; and required to at- 

tend upon them, and to make. Stay from coming 

to the Houſe in the mean Seaſon . 

On Thurſday, the 19th Day of April, to which 
Day the Houſe of Commans had been, on Saturday 
the 14th Day of this Inſtant April foregoing, ad- 
journed; the Bill for the reſtraining of Kentifþ 
and Sex Cloths to be ſold at the Fairs at Maid/ton, 
= was read, the firſt Time. | | 
3 © The Bill for the Validity of Burgeſſes not reſi- 
ant, was read the ſecond Time; upon which enſued 
divers Arguments. | * 

The Srl Man that ſpoke effectually to this Bill, Nebite as u Tit 
was Mr. Warnecombe of Hereford ; who, ſtanding zelating to the 
tip, ſaid to this Effect, That it behoveth all thoſe Validity of Bur- 
which were Burgeſſes, to ſee to that Bill; for, #5 not reſiant 
quoth he, this may touch and over reach their whole 
Liberties, as not having whereunto to ſtay; but that 
Lords Letters ſhall from henceforth bear all the 
Sway: And to this Effect was all that he ſaid. 

0 Mr. Norton firſt made Explanation of the Mean- 
ing of the Bill, to be (he ſaid) to ſhame the Imper- 
fection of Choice, which is too often ſeen, by ſend- 
ing of unfit Men ; and leſt happly any Thing might 
be objected to the Imperfection of the Parliament; 
which may ſeem to be ſcant ſufficient by reaſon of 
the Choice made by Boroughs, for the moſt Part of 
Strangers. (Whereas by the poſitive Law, no Man 
ought to be choſen Burgeſs for any Borough, but 
only Reſiants and Inhabitants: ) He ſaid further, 
that the Choice ſhould be of ſuch. as were able, and 
F tt for ſo great a Place and Employment, without 

KReſpect of Privilege of Place or Degree; for that, 
by reaſon of his being a Burgeſs, it might not be in- 
tended as though he was any thing the wiſer ; 
N withal, he argued, that the whole Body of the 
F Realm, and the good Service of the ſame, was ra- 
ther to be reſpected, than the private Regard of 
” Place, Privilege, or Degree of any Perſon. > . 
Ic Vox. IV. [ © Then 
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ing the Smatt, can beſt make Relation of their E- 


Things are in Change, and nothing ſo 75 


el 
and Towns there ſhould come (as I might fay) 
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Houſe, whether they could like the Bill ' ſhould be 
ingroſſed? and coming to the Queſtion, ſome ſaid, 
No; but the greater Number ſeemed to ſay, Vea. 

© Whereupon ong ftanding up, whoſe Name is 
not expreſſed, faid.thus. I run wholly with the 
Pretence of the Bill, that Boroughs decayed 
may be eaſed or relieved, knowing affuredly the 
ſame honourable for the Realm, and in many Re- 
ſpects profitable and commodlous to thoſe who do 
inhabit the Countries adjacent to ſuch decayed il 
Towns; that it is ſo, I will not ſtand to perſuade. 
How far this Law may help them I know not; if 
they be decayed, then itis moſt fit for them, that of 
their own Company there may be ſome, who feel- 


ſtate; and knowing the Country, may deviſe and 
adviſe of ſuch Helps, as without the Hurts 
of other Places may reſtore the old Ruins. All 


reſſed, 
but by God's Grace the ſame may in Time by 
Policy be raiſed up. But, to open my Meaning 
ſhortly, the Queſtion is, What of Men are to 
come to this Court, and publick Conſultation in 
Parliament? Whether from every Qyarter, Country, 


Jome-Dwellers, or otherwiſe Men choſen by Di- 
rections, it forceth not whom ? I am furely of 
ind, that neither for the good Service of her Ma- 
Pp dal of our Country, or ſtanding with the 
1 N ich of Right we may challenge (being 
born Subjects within the Realm) this Scope is to 
begren or ſuch: Looſeneſs in Cholſe to be permit- 
2 That * —— hand of this Realm, i 
know, is to three Purpoſes em „an 
thereby three Sorts of Men — as it nur 
he one Part given in Frank Almoigne, or for Di- 
vine Service to be uſed, to the Glory of God and 
The ſecond Part to be holden for Defence a- 
gaialt our Enemies, by the Sword, _ FA ; 
r ? 6 
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The Third for Maintenance of our Livelihood Qeen Elibabetky 
at Home, and for neceſſary Employments here, * 
Of theſe three Grourids, in the firſt Diviſion there 
groweth, to our Knowledge, three Sorts of Men: The 
Miniſters and Teachers of the Goſpel, of whom we 
muſt have Care, and with whom, in making of 
Laws we muſt confer, if we will be Chriſtians, 
The ſecond are the our Knights and Soldiers, 
the Defenders and Fortreſſes againſt our Enemies, 
The third Sort be the Providers; Deviſors and Exe- 
cutors of all Things neceflary, commodious or 
ſeemly for a ſettled Eſtate (which hath the Happi- 
neſs to live theres where are Pax et Fuſtitia) for In- 
creaſe of our Wealths, Suſtenance of our Laws, 
the Governing of Bodies, or what elſe ſoever is ne- 
ceſſary for us: Such are the Counſellors, ſuch are 
the Judges and Miniſters of the Laws, ſuch be the 
Tillers of the Earth; ſuch be Merchants, ſuch be 
Victuallers, and in this Degree be thoſe, who do 
uſe manual and mechanical Arts. Of all theſe, in 
like ſort, as of the others, Regard, Care and Reſpeck 
muſt be had; they throughly conſulted with, the 
peneral and 'particular States are by them to be 
known, if we mean to proceed for the pulic Weal; 
or endeavour in the ſame a true Perfection. Thele 
laſt Sort making one Kind are moſt ample, and 
thereto moſt effectual to be dealt with, as yielding 
to the reſt ſupplementum, confiliumz et auxilium. 
© The ſecond Sort is likewiſe moſt neceſſary to be 
thought of. The firſt are beſt, and firſt to be fol- 
lowed ; but thoſe are all to be in one Knot con- 
Joined, and as Members of one Body in one to be 
uſed: We may, in regard of Religion, lie in the 
Dike (as the Proverb is) long enough without our 
own Aid, if we donothing but pray for the Help of 
Hercules, We may not truſt only to the Sword, leſt 
the common known Saying of Cicero ſhould turn to 
our Shame: Parva ſunt foris arma, niſi conſilium 
domi, Neither our Preaching nor our Praying to 
God are only ſufficient, but withal we muſt do our 
Endeayours, and help each other; fince for the 
driving away ofa Dog there is (as the Country-man. 
Iz | faith) 
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with St. John's Goſpel; I mean, that every Part of 
the Body ſhould do his own Part to the Aid of the 
other; and the Hand to help the Hand, the Foot 
to help the Foot, &c, This hath moved our Fore- 
fathers, and on this Ground hath it grown, that in 
this Court where we are to conſider of all, and (as 
Occaſion may ſerve) to alter, conſtitute, or reform 
all Things, as Cauſe ſhall be, that we do know al! 
Sorts of Men, fo far as may be to help all. How 
may her Majeſty, or how may this Court know the 
Eftate of her Frontiers, or who ſhall make Report 
of the Ports, or how every Quarter, Shire or Coun- 
is in State? We who never have ſeen Berw:c/ 

br St. Michael's Mount, can but blindly gueſs of 
them, albeit we look on the Maps, that came from 
thence, or ſee Letters of Inſtruction ſent ; ſome one 
whom Obſervation, Experience, and due Conſider- 
ation of that Country hath taught, can more perfect-. 
ly open what ſhall in Queſtion thereof grow, and 
more effectually reaſon thereupon, than the ſkilful- 
leſt otherwiſe whatſoever. And that they ſhould 
be the very Inhabiters ofthe ſeveral Countries of this 
Kingdom, who ſhould behere in Times certain em- 
ployed, doubtleſsit was the true Meaning of ancient 
ings and our Forefathers, who firſt began and e- 
ſtabliſhed this Court. But, leaving what I cannot 
reach unto, the firſt Conſtitution and Freedom of 


this Court, the old Preſident of Parliament-Writs 


do teach us, that of every Country their own Bur- 
rr ſhould be elected; the Writ to the Sheriff and 
Borough is directly ſo; and the Writs to the Cities 
being 8 are, Quad ex vobis ipſis eligatis duos 


Cives, Sc. which do prove it to be ſo; the Sta- 


tute in the 1 H. V. for the Confirmation of the old 


Laws was therefore made, and not to create a new 
unknown Law; and that other in the H. VI. 
was made to redreſs the Miſchief, which by Breach 
df that old Law did grow. "Theſe do conclude it 
without Contradiction, that for that Time it was 
th- ught fit to continue the ancient Uſe, Liberty, and 
Ccnveniency of Service. We know that ſuch as 
0-1 mae 
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have ſpent their whole Time in Seryice, ar haye ſeen Queen Ebrabeth, * 

only the Manner of Government of other Nations, 577 

1 can tell you how the Crown of France is deli - 

vered out of Wardſhip ; or otherwiſe tell a Tale of 

the King of -Ca/tile and Portugal, how they in mak - 

ing of Laws do uſe their own Diſcretion; the King. 

of Denmark: uſeth the Adyice of his Nobles only, 

and nothing of his Commons; .nor can paint Your 
e 


out the monſtrous Garments of the common Peop 
in ſome Parts of Germany, or the mangled Com- 
monwealth of the Allies, or Shadows of the great 
Cities, which now are to be ſeen in Itah; ſurely all. 
thoſe Men, except they know vs our own Homes, 
are not to be truſted to conclude for our own. 
Home-Affairs. Doubtleſs the beſt learned for Mat- 
ters of Commodity to be raiſed, or to be wrought in 
his own Country, may happily giye Place to his own 
Neighbours ; eyen as wiſely and learnedly a Gentle- 
man ſaid of late, In every. Commitment, according 
to the Matter, there muſt be a Declaration of Men, 
as for Merchandize the Merchant and ſo forth: 
Unicuique in ſud arte perito credendum, we hold for a. 
Maxim, And, I mean this wholly to no other 
End, but ſince we deal univerſally for all Sorts and, 
all Places, that there be here of all Sorts, and all Coun- 
tries, and not (ſeeing you liſt ſo to term-it) thus ta 
eaſe them of Towns and Boroughs, that they 
may chuſe at Liberty whom they Jin; yet can 
hard] call that a Liberty, which is.contrary to that 
which the King and the Queen commonly granteth 
asa free Gift, and by theſe Words, Et de majori gra- 
tia neſtra, Qc. dedimus pateſtatem, &c. quod de ſeipſis 
eligant duos Burgenſes, or duos Cives; we take it 
more for a man to haye of his own, than to have 
(by any Man's Diſcretion) of another. REY 
© It hath been of late oft and well ſaid, that to 
nominative another to a Benefice is nothing worth in 
Value, but if it be, that a Man may take the Bene- 
fit himſelf, that is both valuable and eſtimable; that 
cannot hurt, that is ever good for me, if it be ever 
tied in neareſt ſort unto me; and for this Reaſon 
we ſayin Law, That the Eſtate Tail, which muſt | 
e con 
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Sen, » continue in our own Blood, is better than the Eſtate 
in Fee ſimple, which may be got further from us, 
and is to be given to Strangers at Pleaſure ; Miſ- 
chiefs and Inconveniences there may g row by this 
Liberty; but a Mifchief it may be. tp me, and in- 
convenient alfo to utter the ſame; I will not ſpeak 
thereof but dutifully, neither do l ſee any: thing that 
is amiſs at this pre! ent; ' what was 4008 a hundred 
Fear fince, 1 may ſafely tell, and thus it was; 
; © A Duke of this Realm wrote his Letters to a 
City, which Tknow, to this Effect; whereby he did 
ſignify, that a Parliament was to be ſummoned in 
ſhort Time, and that for great Cauſes he was to 
crave Aid of all his Friends, and, reckoning them a- 
mongſt the reſt, he wiſhed them of four under-no- 
minated to chufe two ; ; the Letter under the, Duke's 
Seal is ftill preſerved; but hear you the 1 : 
he was written to with due Humblenelt, that th 
were Prohibited by Law, they might chuſe none of 
them, I will vent ea itfle near 
„In Queen Mary ime, a Co en a; this 
Realm (not the n s  Privy-Coundil) did write 
to Town, to chufe a Biſhop's Brother, (and a great 
Biſhop's Brother it was indeed) whom they affyredto 
be'a -atholic Man; ; and willed thi m to chuſe 
5 the like of him ſome. other fit Man "The Coun- 
i was anſwered with Law. And if all owps in 
255 had done the like in 15 Choice, the 
wn had not ban wronged. pan the Realm 
10 robbed with" ſuch aff at that Parliament, and 
Fruth'baniſhed oo 657 what bath been, may be; 
there | is 0 ItripbMB llity. It will be laid, I miſtake, 
it is not meant, but chat Towns Thallbe at Liberty 
to chuſe whom. the HR. I ap, that Liberty is 3 
Lofs of Liber 3 when, by L they may do 
what they will, hey Nay not, welk 1 Fun ſhall 
be required. It; is to "truly ſaig, Regande cogit qui 
rogat potentiar, An a, 5 hav * known. one that tO A= 
void a great Man's Dilpleaſure, thatdwelt near him, 
that was deſitous, as he Knew, to huy his Land, did, 
upon ſmall Occafion,” bind himfelf not to alienate 
His Land from his true r This being 170 
I mean 
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I mean that he was hound as aforeſaid, the great Queen Elizabeth, 
Man vas contented to let him keep his own quietly, 1571 
which otherwiſe he would not have done, Surely 
Law is the only Fortreſs. of | the Inferior Sort of 
People; and contrary to the Law, the greater Sort 
will not deſire to expect any thing. Though now 
at this. preſent, God be praiſed, we need not to fear 
the Greatneſsof any Man, Juſtice is ſo well admini- 
ſtred: Vet hereafter, whatſoever hath been we may 
fear, either for Maintenance of FaQtibn, or Mainte- 
4 nance of Miſchief. Again, I ſay, it may be, what 
bheretdfore Was poſlible again may be. e ſtand, 
and have: ſigod- of late upon the notorious Ma- 
nifeſtation oi che Authority of Parliament; except 
witkal you keep the ancient Uſage of the ſame, and 
withal endeayoured the Freedom thereof, in Effet᷑t 
you do nothing, if I gueſs aright. "#14 bad? 
.- <It is further; ſaid, That in ſome Towns there 
are not Men of Diſcretion fit; they be not the wiſer 
(aid the Gentleman that ſpoke before) for being 
ſſes. I can never be perſuaded, but that either 
—— whoſe the Town is, be the Town never 
ſo little j or the Steward, if it be the Queen's, or 
ſome good Gentleman of the Country adjoinant, 
will either affign them who know the Town, and 
can'be ogntent'to be free among them, and to ſerve 
by theſt Appointment; for their Country, and for 
them; or elſe for ſome reaſonable Fee, ſuch as be 
of their-learned Council, and who know thein, and 
the Country will deal for them. I mean it nut fo 
ſtrictly, that thoſe who ſhould be choſen, ſhould of 
neceſſity be Dwellers in the Town ; but to be either 
of the Pown, or towards the Town, Borderers and 
near Neighbours at the leaſt: And, to this Effet I 
would the Bill were framed. I ſtand too long 
hereon, and Abundance of Matter occafioned Con- 
fuſion; this is all. It was meant at the firſt, and 
rſt Conſtitution of Parliament, that Men of every 
Quarter, and of all Sorts, ſhould come to this Court 
that they ſhould be freely choſen. This in every 
Age hitherto hath ſeemed beſt; to alter without 
Cauſe is! not convenient; to gire every. Town 
"F< Liberty 
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een „f. Ebert) may offer in Time Inconveniente. None 
* 8 * ; 


and that ſome of them have neither Wealth to pro- 


ſo fit for every Country as thoſe h Kno the 
fame, To chuſe of their 6wn, it is 4 Hberty; to 
:Joſt their Liberty, I think it a bad Cemmòdity, call 
tit as you pleaſe ; by-fuch Kind of RHeaf in eng 


Men of their Wealths; or ſome god Part of their 


Living, we beſhrew our Charity. And in like Sort, 


and in like Reaſbn it ſcams to me this Law is infer. 


red out of the Preface of the ſame. For thus it is | 
rene 
Poraſmuch as ſome Towns are dkdayed, and 
have not of their own, therefore ktEvery Town 
-£ do what they liſt. . Of a'particutay* Propoſition 
ꝛto make ageneral Concluſion, it is 4&Winfſt our Rules; 
band nothing, as faith the Philoſopher N mere abſurd 
Khun un cauſam pro cauſa. 91 Some T owns cannot 
ſend fit Men; it ſtandeth very ſtrangly, if you ſeek 
-tochelp,: let thePlaiſter be fit for the" Sore; let not 
the Salve be ſtretched too far, Teſt the whole and 
:found: Fleſh, by the broad ſpreading of the Salve, 
do either ſmart, fret, or feſter. Ihe Medicine, 
-which healeth the ſick Man, may be Poiſon for the 
whole and ſound Man. All Citizens and Burgeſſes 
ſhould not be thought alike, and all provided for, 
as there is due Cauſe. ' Let there be therefore con- 
venient Confideration, how to heal,” how to hurt. 
And, I could wifi, according to the Weight of the 
Matter, it might be rather Raid on, than thus a- 
*bruptly over- ruled; and while we fly” Scylla, we 
fall not into Charybdis; while we ſay that Boroughs 
{cannot ſend to this High Court fo fit Men as be 
convenient, that by altering the ancient Uſage, 
which is the only Warrant and ſole Stay of Freedom 
in Parliament, r i be ſaid we Have no 
Parliament now within this Realm, nor Liberty at 
all for any ſuch here to be holden.. | 
Mr. Bell, in Anſwer to this, did collect the 
Subſtance of what had been ſaid, and in a long Diſ- 
courſe ſnewed, that it was neceſſary all Places 
ſhould be provided for, and not Boroughs only, be- 
ing but one of the Members of the Commonwealth; 


vide 
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Wide fit Men, nor themſelves any, in any Sort con Ween Elizabeyh, 


venient. He thought not amils,: if, in reſpect of 
thaſe manifeſt Wants, convenient Supply ſhould be; 
but, without the Warrant of Parliament, ſuch Al- 
teration might not be, He then thought it not a- 


'miſs to be adviſed. And for the Opjection of the 


Danger which. may enſue hy reaſon of the Letters 
of Noblemen ; he could not, he ſajd, but think it 
convenient to prevent the ſame; and therefore 
Wiſhed, that there might be the Penalty of Forty 
pounds upon every Borough, that ſhould make ſuch 
Election at the Nomination of any Nobleman. 
Mr. Alford reaſoned to this Effect, That above 
all Things; neceffary Care ought, to be for the chu- 
fing and having of fit Men to ſupply the Place, that 
there be not Imperfection. And therefore noted one 
great Diſorder, that many young Men, not experi- 
enced, for Learning Sake were often choſen, 
through whoſe Default he knew not; whether 
Letters of . Noblemen, Love or Affection in thg 
Country, their own Ambition, or. the careleſs Ac- 
compt of the Electors, or what elſe was the Cauſe, 
he knew not; but it was to be ſeen? Whereupon 
he would, none ſhould be of that Houſe, not of 
thirty Years of Age at the leaſt. And for the 
Choice of "Townſinen, he ſaid, he was of his Mind, 
that Moſes and Aaron ſhould be conjoined together; 
and that there ſhould be one of their own, or ſome 
Gentleman near them, who had Knowledge of the 
State of the Country; and the other a Man learn- 
ed, and able to utter his Mind and Opinion, ſinee 
that Knowledge locked up in the Breaſt, not being 
orderly opened, is to no purpoſe.; and this Part, he 
faid, was as requiſite for Conſultation as the other. 
So that he ſeemed to conclude the Law ſhould be 
— a for the one Burgeſs, and at Liberty for the 
T_T $5: OR 
© © After which Speeches the aforeſaid Bill touching 
the Validity of Burgeſſes, &c. was ordered to be 
committed to Sir Thomas Hilton, Knight; Mr. Bill, 
Mr. Robert Bowes, Mr. Fleetwood, Mr. Warnecomb, 
Mr, Bedle, Mr. Atkins, Mr. Alford and Mr. _— 
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Quees Blizabeth, 
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Debate on au 
again Uſury. 
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and a inted to meet in the Temple Church, upon 
Saturday next, at two of the Clock in the Afternoon, 
| 1 the 19th, the Bill againſt Uſury was read 
the ſecond Time, which occafjon'd another Debate 
in the Houfe. . And, 8. 
© Firſt one Mr. en e to this g That i 
the referring of the Puniſhment in the Bill men- 
tioned, being put to the Eccleſiaſtical Judges, for 
fo much was nothing; for that they are to puniſh | 
the Civil Law, b he Canon Law, or by the 
'emporal Law, 1. Civil Law would not avail 
them, becauſe by that Law there is Allowance of 
Vſury. The Canon Law is aboliſhed; and in that 
Refpe& the Temporal Law faith nothing ; ſo that 
3 may ſeem to be ſomewhat, but the 
thereby ro r et that it was 
8 cha nor Pagan e Ariſ- 
aſked what Ufury was? he faid it w 
aturam, and 8 could not be Abel 
being aſk'd the fame 5 anſwer' d, it 
2 GS ac Hojunem eccidert, the ſame; 
=, inthe never Wordsof the el anſwereth 
ueſtion, Dominus, guis itabit 4 in Tabei 
bool e ſaid, Dui quai Proximo ſus, * decipit 
aum, . ecuniam ſuam non dabit ad Uſirum. 
ly, firſt Iearnedly and artificially making 
an Introduction to the Matter, — what it 
might be thought on for any Man to endeavour the 
Defence of that which every Preacher at all Times, 
following the Letter of the Book, didipeak againſt; 
Eo "= he, it is convenient, 2nd being in ſome 


uſed, it is in yok repugnant tothe Word of God. 
hath proved the great Miſchief which 
grow Cow by reaſon of exceſſive Taking, to the 
7 5 young Gentlemen, and otherwiſe 
infinitely ; but the B. iſchief is of the Exceſs not 
otherwiſe. Since to take reaſonably, or ſo that 
both Parties ep ack, was not hurtful ; for 
Xo have an his Money without any 
Commodit), hardly ſhould you bring that to pals. 
And fince every Man is not an Occupier who hath 
Money, and which have not = — 
* ay 
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away or hinder Trades, g Con- 
tracting cannot be; God did pot fo hate it, that he 
did utterly forbid it, but to — amongſt them 
ſelves only, for that he willed they mould lend as 
Brethren together; for unto all others they were 
at large; and therefore to this Day they are the 
greateſt Ufurers in the World. Rut be it, as indeed 
it is, evil, and that Men are Men, no Saints, to 
do all theſe 7 perfectly, uprightly, and bro- 
therly; yet ex duobys malis minus malum eligendum 3 
and better may It be born to permit a little, than 
utterly to take away and prohibit Traffick ; which 
hardly may be maintained generally without this. 
But it may be ſaid, it is contrary to the direct 
Word of God, and therefore an ill Law; if it 
were to appoint Men to take Ufury, it were to be 
diſliked ; but the Difference is great between that 
and permitting or allowing, ot, fuffering a Matter 
to be unpunifhed. It may be faid, that Nudun 
Pactum non parit Obligationem, but there muſt bo 
ſomewhat given in Conſideration. Let be that 
there is yothing given of the Lenders, yet there is 
ſomewhat fob & omne bomum . & ommis 
Lex in fe aliquid habet Mali; for 
Mall ſuffer, thereby, We are not, quoth he, 
ſtraitned to the Word of God, that every Tranſ- 
greſſion ſhould be ſurely puniſhed here. Every 
vain Word is here forbidden by God, yet the Tem. 
poral Law doth not ſo utterly condemn it, As for 
the Words of the Scripture, he ſaid, the Hebrew 
ſoundeth thus in Anfwer of this Queſtion ; JV non 
dat Pecuniam fuam ad Marſum: Sa it is the Biting 
andover-ſharp Dealing which is diſliked and nothin 
elſe. And this, he ſaid, was the Opinion an 
Interpretation of the moſt famous learned Man 
Beza, and, in theſe Days, of Bellarmine and divers 
others, who ſay, that the true Interpretation of the 
Hebrew Word is not Uſura, but Morſus. 
Dr. Wilſon, Maſter of the Requeſts, faid, that 
in a Matter of fo great Weight he could not 100 


7 ſpeak ; and acknowledging that he had * h / 
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Queen Elizabeth, ſtudied the Matter, deſired the Patience of the Houſe, 
| 157 1. And firſt he endeavoured to prove, that the com- 
mon State may be without Uſury; then he ſhewed, 
how even Men that have been ignorant of God or 
his Laws, finding the Evils thereof by their Laws, 
redreſſed it; and utterly prohibited the Uſe thereof. 
As the Athenians, cauſed all the Writings taken for 
Intereſt Money to be burnt; and the like did Lycur- 
gus by a Law which he made, and ſeeing the Fire, 
he ſaid, he never ſaw ſo fair a Flame as thoſe Books 
2 He then made a Definition of Uſury, 
ſhewing it was taking of any Reward, or Price or 
Sum, over and above the due Debt, To make 
any Thing of that which is not mine, it is Robbery, 
Forthwith upon the Delivery of the Laan Money 
it is not mine. And the Law is, that Mutuum 
muſt ever be free. And here he ſhewed the Diffe- 
rence between Location and Aſutuum; the one 
implying a Contract, the other none. He remem- 
bred, out of Ezechiel and other the Prophets, ſundry 
Places of Scripture; and vouched Sf Lopes Say- 
ing, that to take but a Cup of Wine is Uſury and 
damnable. This he. ſeemed to ſay in Anſwer to 
that which had been before pronounced, that it was 
not Uſury except it were Morſus, 
© yn Nen that Loſs may grow. by U ſury; 
Firſt, to the Queen, then to the Comman-Wealth, 
To the Queen in this, that Men not uſing their 
own Money, but finding great Gain in. Die, do 
imploy the ſame that Way; ſo that her Cuſtoms 


muſt decreaſe; To the Common-Wealth, for that, 
whoſo ſhall give Hire for Money, is to raiſe the 
fame in the Sale of his Commodity, All Trades 
ſhall be taken away, all Occupations loſt; for moſt 
Men ſeeking moſt Eaſe, and greateſt Gain, with- 
out Hazard or Venture, will forthwith implo 
their Money to ſuch Uſe, He ſhewed it to beſo 
hateful in the Judgment of the Common Law, 
that an Uſurer was not admitted to be a Witneſs; 
nor after his Death to- the common Sepulchre of 
Chriſtians. And for that his Diſcourfe had been 
Jong, he inſerted (as he ſaid) this Tale for Recrea- 
tion of the Hearers. | In 
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© In Italy, uoth he, a great known Uſurer be- Queen Elizabeths 
ing dead, the Grrnta denied him the common Place 371 
of Burial; his Friends made Suit, the Prieſt would 
not hear ; in fine, the Suitors bethought them of a 
Policy to bring it to paſs, that he might be buried in 
the . which was this: The Parſon of the 
Church did accuſtomably uſe to carry his Books 
daily from his Houſe to the Church on his Aſs; and 
the Aſs, by often going, needed not to be driven, 
dut, knowing his 3 as ſoon as he was laden, 
would, of himſelf, go to the Church Door: They 
deſired the Parſon, his Aſs might carry the dead Bo- 
dy; and where it ſhould ſtay there it might 
be buried. To fo fond a Requeſt the Prieſt 
agreed; the Body was laid on the Aſs, who, feeling 
a greater Burthen than he was uſed to bear, did run 
towards the Town, never ſtaying unti] he came to 
the common Place of Execution. 

© This Tale merrily told, he again entred to his 
Matter, and proved the Condemnation of Uſury 
and Uſurers, by the Authority of the Nicene, and 
divers other Councils : He ſhewed, that the Di- 

vines do call Uſury a Spider, a Canker, an Aſpis, a 

| ES Serpent and a Devil. He ſhewed how, in Nature, 
me Offences of Homicide and Uſury are to be com- 
Wy pared; and by Examples proved the Ruins of divers 
Commonwealths, when ſuch Practices for Gain 
are ſuffered, as that of the Commonwealth of 
r Rome, c. The Manner of Exchange now uſed 
5 in London, and how much Abuſe he ſhewed; a2 
$ Thing in old Time not practiſed, but by the King, 
1 as in Edw, 3d's Time, when thereby the King ob- 
e tained ſuch Treaſure, and ſuch exceſſive Wealth, 
_ that it was firſt wondred at, then gueſſed that it 
ſt grew by the Science of Alchemy. He here ſhewed 
de Practice of the Zow-Countries, of Germany, 
N and namely the Doings of Fulchers to the very beg- 
4 Lering of great and mighty Princes; he avouched 
v, the Authority of Sir John Cheek in that Place, con- 
3; cerning that Matter; and the Mind of the ancient 
of Engliſh Law- Writers, who fay that the Offence of 
en Uſury in Life the Biſhop is to puniſh ; but after his 
4 Death his Executars ſhall not have his Goods, but 
[n Ih they 
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Queen Elizabeth, th. -appertain ad Fiſcuri. He concluded, that the 
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Offence, in his Conſcience, nould be judged Felony,” 
Mr. Bell ſaid, This Matter being ſo ample had 
cafioned, much Speech; and was, for cunning 

Men a fit Themeto ſhew their Wits and Skills up- 
on. Yet; ſaith he, it ſtandeth doubtful what Uſury 
is; we have no true Definition of it; And, in out 
Laws, we have little written thereon but this; Uſu- 
ra nom currat ſuper Infantem: And not much more 
but to anſwer the Objections, where it is pretended; 
that the notpuniſhing of it by the Temporal, Judge 
may ſeem to be an Approbation of it, or to leave it 
to the Church may ſeem as if we had no Care con- 
cerninꝑ it; for that to put over an Offence to ano; 

ther Judge, may not be ſo ſaid, if to the Church f 

may appertain, and they may well corre& it. He 

further ſhewed, that the Privilege of the Church is 
by Statute upon this Point to be exprefled; namely 
in the Statute de Articulis Cleri. He ſaid, We mult 
not. cuzioully ſearch Cicero's Paradoxes, and pro- 
nounce that Pecrata ſunt ægualia, hoc eft, quod omn 

jeccatam off paccatum; and no further: But be e- 

very Man, according to his Tranſgreſſions, to make 

reaſonable Pain; though he who ſtealeth two Pence, 
dot as well ſteal as he who ſtealeth an hundred 

Pounds;- yet there” are Degrees; we have Pri 

Larcem, and that which is r; both Faults, 

bath to be puniſhed; both to be hated; but-Differ- 

ence there is in Puniſhing, even according to the 

Greamefs and Smallneſs of the Offence; for the 

one there is Death, and for the other not ſo. 
© Irthie Statute for paniſhing of Perjury, inthe 51 M 

of this-Queen,. there are ſundry Degrees of Perjury: 

Not fer that there is-leſs Perjury in the one than in 

the other; but that there is greater Hurt occaſionei M 

in the one than in the other. In Anſwer of the 

Scripture, he ſaid, the Law of God is, If thou ti 

Ariclen on'the one Cheek, to turn the otber ; or F 

Cual be talen au, to give alſe thy Geun. The l. 

teral Senſe is not to be taken, and, as there is Cauſe, 

a reaſonable Conſtruction muſt be. So he conclud- 

ed, that though it were à Sin, yet it was to be * | 
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or rather according to the greater or leſſer Hurt 
which groweth thereby, YI K 
After which c len Mer not 2 
in the ſaid anonymous Fournal, endeayour'd the An- 
* of Dr. 22 Ph with a . of his. 
Inſufficiency; and then he ſhewed, how the Divines 
have not agreed what is Uſury, but for his on Part 
he was inclined to the Opinion of the Learned of 
theſe Days, whoſe Interpretation of literal Senſe and 
Skill of the "Tongues do appear; which took that 
for no Uſury which is without Grievance. He 
made a Difference of the Law of God concerning 
the Divine Majeſty contained in the firſt Table, 
and what is concerning Man in the ſecond Table; 
ſaying, that nothing is to be ſaid in that Degree Sin 
in itſelf, but by the Circumſtances; for ſo it is known. 
whether it be good or bad. To kill is prohibited, 
yet ſometimes not to kill is evil, Phineas killed, 
and was therefore commended, And Thefts, at 
Times, have been in Scriptures approved. So like- 
wiſe Uſury is allowed of in the Scriptures; but 


that it might be uſed to Strangers only: Albeit the 


choſen Children of God amongſt themſelves might 
not uſe it. But let be, whether it be utterly unlaw- 
ful, or in ſome Sort to be tolerated, it is a Queſtion; 
and until it be determined for the common Commo- 
dity and Maintenance, let it be as hitherto it hath 
been uſed, And for the common Sort of Bargains 
of Corn for Cloth, Silk for Land, c. what th 
be, whether Uſury or no, we know not, That all 
ſhould be well, it is to be wiſhed; that all may be 
done well among Men, it is beyond Hope; for we are 
no Saints, we are not of Perfection to follow the 
Letter of the Goſpel, Mpeſo ftrileth the one Cheek, 
&c. and this Text, Date, nibil inde ſperantes: Theſe 
are no expreſs Commandments, For the firſt, the 
aw of Nature doth direct, and for the other alſo 
the ſame Law in Effect maketh Defence; ſurely 
there can be no Sin were there can be no Breach of 
Charity, To do that therefore to. another which 


we would to ourſelves. (the State, EIT, 
anc 


aimed here on Earth" according to the good or bad, queen 
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Queen Elizabeth, and Caſe to ourſelves Nun is commendable 
1. or not to be reproved; if we ourſelves be to borrow, 
who is it that Would not, in Extremity, give a little 
to fave much Money? It is ſaid, The Uſurer doth 
or may grow rich: Who hath diſliked, in a Com- 
monwealth, that there ſhould be Hamines boni frugi ? 
they may be conſidered, and may be good, more 
than for one Purpoſe. He farther ſtood on this, 
That God did not abſolutely forbid Uſury, which 
ſurely ifit had been utterly al, he would have done, 
And he added,” That the common Laws were cruel 
in their Cenfures, 'and wiſhed that they ſhould be 
no more remembred' than they are followed. 

; © Serjeant Lovelace argued to this Effect, That 
Uſury was of Money only, proteſting that he hated 
all Kind of Ufury, be yet the greater the Ill was, 
the more and more greatly did he hate the ſame, 
But to prohibit it with ſo ih and extreme a Law 
as to loſe all, he thought it would be the Groundof 
== Covetouſneſs. Withal, he added, to prohi- 

it the Il] of Covetouſneſs in Generality, were raſh, 
void, and frivolous; fince that the Speech and the 
Act itſelf is indefinite, comprehending alt our Acti- 
ons and Doings; and therefore, as utterly vain to 
prohibit it, in vain Words of Generality. To pro- 
hibit Drunkenneſs, Pride, Envy, Surfeiting, &c. 
were ſomewhat in ſome particular Sort; to do it in 
Generality, albeit that we know that it is every 
Way damnable by the direct and written Word 
of God, it were but Folly. Of theſe great 
Evils, (to the which Man, of his Nature, 1s born 
and made prone, and too apt) when we may not 
| reach to the beſt, furtheſt and uttermoſt, we mult 
| do, as we may ſay, by Degrees, As to ſay, there 
| a ſhall be no Deceit, or Slight in making of this or 
| that Kind of Wares; that the Huſbandman ſhall 
| till his arable Land, and that he ſhall not keep above 
ſuch a Number of Sheep; that there ſhall be no Fore- 
ſtalling, Regrating, Cc. and this in Particularity; 
whereas otherwiſe, generally amongſt ſinful Men to 
prohibit this Sin or that Sin utterly on a Pain, it 
may not be: But thus rather, he that ſhall 10 11 

; ; : a 


A” 


Fall ſuffer, or loſe ſo much; whereupon he con- Queen Elizabeth, 
cluded, that there ſhould be Degrees in puniſhingof 371. 
Uſury ; as he that ſhould take fo much, to loſe, or 
be puniſhed thus; he that ſhall take more, more 
deeply. 
| "Mr. Fleetwood ſhewed, that all theſe Argu- 
ments long ſince, with great Skill, and very often 
have been opened in this Place: He ſaid, it was Inge- 
wi pudbris fateri per quem profeceris, Mr. Cheek, 
he ſaid, argued, and ſo far forth explained this Mat- 
ter, as the Learner was thereby ſufficiently inform- 
ed, and the Learned fully ſatisfied. His Papers of 
his Speech, he ſaid, he had not loſt, and therefore 
could ſhew as much Cunning as the cunningeſt, 
which had bent or endeavoured himſelf thereunto. * 
He ſaid, he had read the Civil Law, and of the 
Common Law ſomewhat ; but how well he did un- 
derſtand it, he would not promiſe ought: What 
Uſury was, he ſaid, he was not to learn; call it, if 
we liſt, Proxima homicidio, or how elſe by a De- 
ſcription he forced not much ; for if there were not . 
Civil Law, it were not much to be accounted of for - 
any Certainty in this Caſe thereby to be had; and 
the moſt antient Laws of this Realm have taught 
us thereof ſomewhat; as the Laws of .... do 
make to us mention of Uſury. So do the Laws 
made in Lucius Time, and thoſe of Atbelred; 
whereby it was ordained, that Witches and Uſurers 
would be baniſhed. King Edward, the Saint, re- 
ferreth and inteth the Offenders herein to ſuffer 
Ordalium. hen was there a great Kind of Uſury 
known, which was called Torus, and a leſſer known 
by the Name of. . . Glanvile, in the Book de 
legibus antiquis, maketh mention of an Inqu'ry of . 
Chriſtian Uſurers, In the Tower, he ſaid, he had 
ſeen a Commiſſion awarded to the Maſter of the 
ourts (he named not what Courts) to enquire of 
Uſurers, and the Puniſhment of them, he ſaid, was 
whipping ; he faid further, by Scripture, he knew it ; 
was damnable; and therefore, whether it was 
or not good, it was no Queſtion. For the 


Matter of Implication, whether by the Pretence of 
Vol. IV, K the 
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tion or otherwiſe, ſo that they ſeem to be no Lays, YN 
even in thoſe Things which we practiſe moſt, as the 
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the Law it might be intended that it was in any | 
Sort allowed; he ſaid, It might be conſtrued and 


compared there with the Statute of Tithes : Where 
it is ſaid, That till for ſeven Years after Heath- 
Ground broken up, no Tithe ſhall be paid; the 
Conſtruction hereupon is clear. He ſhewed alſo, i 
that Uſury was malum in ſe, for that of ſome other 
Tranſgreſſions, her Majeſty may diſpenſe afore with; 


but for Uſury or to grant that _ may be uſed, 1 
ſhe poſſibly cannot. He further ſa 


And ſome Statutes are winked at by Non-Obſeruas- 4 | 


Statute of Gloceſter, for the Oath to be taken in 
Debt and Damages. ' 
Mr. Dalton. endeavoured to prove, that Mr, 
Fleetwood miſtook the Bill, but, in Fancy, he mi- 
took his Arguments. ; 3 
Mr. Norton ſhewed, that all Uſury is Biting; WW 
as in the Word Steal is contained all Kind of injur- 
ous taking away of a Man's Goods: And as Slande- i 


rizing is ſaid to be Murthering or Homicide ; fo 4 


Uſury juſtly ever tobe ſaid Biting, they being bot I 
ſo correlated or knit together, that the one may no 


be without the other. He concluded, That ſincet { 
is doubtful what is good, we ſhould he mindful « 


the old Saying, Quod dubitas ne feceri and for tht i 


Quad non ex fide oft peccatum ef?, therefore he wiſh i 
that no Allowance ſhould be of it.“ ; 
After which, Debate, the Bill was committed u 
Mr. Treaſurer and others, but their Names nat 
. mentioned, : | 


Debate relating * 5 


to the L:iberties 
of ſhe Houſe. 


April the 20th there were ſome Arguments ſtarts 


concerning the Liberties of that Houſe, and aboitM 
ſome Untruths which had been reported of it. 0 


which Mr. Speaker declared, That the Queen bi 


© as good Liking of this Parliament, as ever ſhe hab 


© of any Parliament fince her Majeſty's n 


| id, That the 
Words of an Act of Parliament are not ever to be 
followed; for that ſometimes the Conctruction is Wi 
more contrary to what is written, as in the Statue Wl 
of Magna Charta; niſi prius homagium feceri. 


of ENGLAND. 147 

The ſame Day a Bill for Fugitives, or ſuch as Queen Elizabethe 

were fled beyond Sea without Licence, was read a TIED 
firſt Time, 47 the Journals, but Dewes's a Second; 
on which Mr. Wentworth ſtood up, and put the 
'Y Houſe in Mind of a Speech made by Sir Humphrey 

1 Gilbert ſome Days before: 

© He proved his Speech (without naming him) 
to be an Injury to the Houſe; he noted his Diſpoſi- 
4 tion to flatter and fawn on the Prince, comparing 
nim tothe Camelion, which can change himſelf into 
1 all Colours, ſaving White; even ſo (ſaid he) this 
vv Reporter can change himſelf into, all Faſhions but 
= Honeſty: He ſhewed further the great Wrong 
done to one of the Houſe, by a Miſreport made to 


E r — — 
— - === 


dhe Queen, meaning Mr. Bell; he ſhewed his ; 
, = Speech to tend to no other End than to inculcate g 
1 Fear into thoſe which ſhould be free; he requeſted _ 
Care for the Credit of the Houſe, and for the Main- 
tenance of free Speech (the only Means of ordinary 
Proceedings) and to preſerve the Liberties of the 
i- Houſe, to reprove Lyers, inveighing greatly out of 
3 the'Scriptures and otherwiſe, againſt Lyers. As 
3 this of David, Thou O Lord ſhalt deſtroy Lyers, &c. 
1. Mr. Treaſurer ſignified his Deſire to have all 
de. Things well; ſaying, he could not enter into 
0 BR Judgment of any; but he ſaid, it was convenient 
oth i ill Speeches ſhould be avoided, and the good Mean- 
ing of all Men to be taken, without Wreſting or 


cen Miſreporting ; and the Meaning of all Men to be 
_ tſhewed in good Sort without unſeemly Words. 

: Mr. Speaker endeavoured an Argument and 

(ha BR Unity in the Houſe, making Signification that the 
Queen's Majeſty had in plain Words declared-unto 

ed t him, that ſhe had good Intelligence of the orderly 

5 Proceedings among us; whereof ſhe had as good 
= Liking as ever ſhe Fad of any Parliament fince ſhe 


art BR came unto the Crown; and wiſhed we ſhould give 

her no other Cauſe than to continue the ſame, and 
added further her Majeſty's Pleaſure to be, to take 
Order for Licences ; wherein ſhe had been careful, 
he hab and more careful would be. 


gn. K 2 Mr. 
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And on a Mem- 
der being detain- 
ed, 
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Mr. Carleton, with a very good Zeal, and 
orderly ſhew of Obedience, made 2 bow 
that a Member of the Houſe was detained from 
them (meaning Mr, Strickland) by whoſe Com- 
mandment, or for what Cauſe he knew not. But 
for as much as he was not now a private Man, but 
to ſupply the Room, Perſon @nd Place of a Multi- 
tude ſpecially choſen, and therefore ſent, he thought 
that neither in regard of the Country, which was 
not to be wronged, nor for the Liberty of the 
Houſe, which was not to be infringed, we ſhould 
permit him to be detained from us. But, what- 
ſoever the Intendment of this Offence might be, 
that he ſhould be ſent for to the Bar of that Houſe, 
there to be heard, and there to anſwer, _. 

« Mr, Treaſurer inſome Caſe gave Advertiſement 
to be wary in our Proceedings, and neither to ven- 
ture further than our aſſured Warrant might ſtretch, 
nor to hazard our good Opinion with her Majeſty 
on any doubtful Cauſe. Withal he wiſhed us not 
to think worſe than there was Cauſe, For the 
Man (quoth he) that is meant, is neither detained 
nor miſuſed, but on Conſiderations is required to 
expect the Queen's Pleaſure, upon certain ſpecial 
Points: Wherein (he ſaid) he durſt to aſſure that 
the Man ſhould neither have cauſe to diſlike or 
complain, ſince ſo much Favour was meant unto 
him as he reaſonably could wiſh. He further ſaid, 
that he was in no Sort ſtayed for any Word or 
Speęch by him in that Place offered; but for the 
exhibiting of a Bill into the Houſe againſt the Pre- 
rogative of the Queen; which was not to be tole- 
rated. Nevertheleſs the Conſtruction of hin was 
rather to have erred in his Zeal and Bill offered 


than maliciouſly to have mov any Thing co 


to the Dignity Royal. And laſtly, he — 
That oft it had been og that Speeches _ been 
examined and conſidered of. 


« Sir Nbobvlas Arnold; with: ſome Veheuency 
moved, that Care might be'bad for the Liberty of 


the Houſe; he was enforced, he ſid, rather to 
3 utter, 


utter, and fo to run into Danger of Offence of Queen Elizabeth, | 
others, than to be offended with himſelf. 1571. bi 

© Mr. Comptroller replied to the Effect Mr. Trea- 
ſurer had before ſpoken. 8 | 


Mr. Clrere told, how the Prerogative is not 
diſputable, and that the Safety of the Queen is the 
Safety of the Subjects. He added, how that for 
Matter of Divinity, every Man was for his Inſtruc- 
tion to repair to his Ordinary, being a private Man. 
(where he utterly forgot the Place he ſpake in, and 
the Perſon who was meant; for that Place required 
and permitted free Speech with Authority, and the 
Perſon was not himſelf a private Man but a pub- 
lick; by whom even the Ordinary himſelf was to 
be dir .) He concluded, that for as much as 
3 the Cauſe was not known, he therefore would the 
A Houſe ſhould ſtay. 

4 © Mr. Telverton ſaid he was to be ſent for, arguing 
in this Sort. Firſt, he ſaid, the Precedent was peri- 
lous, and though in this happy Time of Lenity, 
among ſo good and honourable Perſonages, under 
ſo gracious a Prince, nothing of Extremity or In- 
jury was to be feared; yet the Times might be 
altered, and what now is permitted, hereafter might 
be conſtrued as of Duty, and enforced even on this 
Ground of the preſent Permiſſion. He further 
ſaid, that all Matters not Treaſon, or too much to 
the Derogation of the Imperial Crown, were tole- 
rable there ; where all Things came to be conſidered 
of, and where there was ſuch Fulneſs of Power, as 
even the Right of the Crown was to be determined, 
and by Warrant whereof we had ſo reſolved, That 
to ſay the Parliament had no Power to determine of 
the — was High- Treaſon. He remembered 
how that Men are not there for themſelves, but for 
their Countries. He ſhewed, it was fit for Princes 
to have their Prerogatives; but yet the ſame to be 
ſtraitned within reaſonable Limits. The Prince, 
he ſhewed, could not of herſelf make Laws, nei- 
ther might ſhe by the ſame Reaſon break Laws, 
He further ſaid, that the Speech uttered in that 
Place, and the Offer made of the Bill, was not to 
| K 3 he 
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Queen Elizabeth. be condemned as Evil; for that if there were any 
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Thing in the Book of Common- Prayer, either 
Jetuiſb, Turkiſh or Popiſb, the ſame was to be re- 
formed. He alſo ſaid, that amongſt the Papiſts it 
was bruted, that by the Judgment of the Council, 
Strictland was taken for an Heretick; it behoved 
therefore to think thereof. 

Mr. Fleetwood firſt ſhewed the Order of Civil 
Arguments from the Cauſe, to this Effect, that Time 
muſt be known and Place obſerved. He ſaid then 
that of Experince he could report of a Man that 
was called to Account of his Speech in 5 of this 
Queen; but he ſaid, he could not meddle with fo 
late Matters, but what he had learned in the Parlia- 
ment Rolls, he thought convenient ſhould beknown 
and conſidered of. In the Time of Henry IV. a 
Biſhop of the Parliament was committed to Priſon 
by Commandment of the King ; the Parliament 
reſolved to be Suitors for him. And in King Henry 
V. the Speaker himſelf was committed, and with 


him another of the Houſe; the Houſe thereupon 


ſtayed, but Remedy they had none, other than to 
be Suitors to the King for them; whereupon he 
reſolved, that the only and whole Help of the 
Houſe for Eaſe of their Grief in this Caſe, was to 
be humble Suitors to her Majeſty, and neither ſend 
for him, nor demand him of Right: 
© During which Speech the Council whiſpered 
together, and thereupon the Speaker moved, that 
the Houſe ſhould make Stay of any further Conſul- 
tation thereupon.” 133 
On the 21ſt Day of April, a Proviſo was offered 
to be made to the Bill for coming to Church and 
receiving the Communion, Which being read a 
ſecond Time, divers Arguments were uſed on it. 


Mr. Agliznby argued, that there ſhould be no 


Debate on a Bill human poſitive Law to inforce Conſcience, which 


relating to the 
Communion. 


is not diſcernable in this World. To come to 
the Church, for that it is publick, and tendeth but 
to prove a Man a Chriſtian, is tolerable and conve- 
nient; and not to come to a Church may make a 
Man ſeem irreligious, and ſo no Man; for that by 
| eli- 
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Religion only a Man is known and diſcerned from Queen Ehaabeth. 
Brute Beaſts; and this is to be judged by the Outward 1571. 
Shew. But the Conſcience of Man is eternal, in- 1 
viſible, and not in the Power of the greateſt Monar- | 
chy in the World, in any Limits to be ſtraitned, in ] 
any Bounds to be contained, nor with any * 
of Man, if once decayed, to be again raiſed. - 
ſhewed, that neither Few nor Turk do require more 
than the Submiſſion to the outward Obſervance, 
and a convenient Silence, as not to diſlike what is 
publickly profeſſed ; but to inforce any to do the 
AR, which may tend to the Diſcovery of his Con- 
ſcience, it is never found. He ſhewed the Diffe- 
rence betwixt coming to Church, and receiving the 
Communion; the one he allowed to be incompre- 
henſible in Law, the other he could not allow. 
And in Anſwer of that which before had been faid, 
that the Conſcience was not ſtraitned, but a Penalt 
of the Loſs of their Goods only adjudged ; rens, 
no doubt, the Law of God and the Law of Nations 
had given to the Prince an abſolute Power ; he ſaid 
to this, out of Cicero de Legibus, that Man out of 
his own Nature is to care for the Safety of Man, as 
being reaſonable Creatures, and not the one to ſeek 
to bereave the other of his neceſſary Livelyhood, 
adding out of the ſame Book, this Saying of Tully, 
Qui Deum non curat hunc Deus ipſe judicabit. He 
ſhewed out of St Paul, that we muſt not do Ill that 
Good may grow thereby ; we muſt not take from 
him that is his, to the End thereby to make him 
to do what is not in his Power; to be fit for ſo 
great a Myſtery God above of his free Gift may 
make a Man, : 

* To come unworthily the Penalty is appointed, 
St, Paul hath pronounced it to be Death and Damna- 
tion, as guilty of the Blood and Death of Chriſt. 
Not to come our Compulſory Law ſhall now con- 
demn, ſo that this our Favour herein to be extend- 
ed, is either to beg, or be exiled from our native 
Country, He laid, There was no Example in the 
Primitive Church to prove a Commandment for 
coming to the Communion, but an Exhortation; 
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Queen Elizabeth. he ſaid, St. Ambroſe did excommunicate Theodoſes, 
and forbid him to come to the Communion, becauſe 
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he was an evil Man. And for us to will and com- 
mand Men to come, becauſe they are wicked Men, 
it is too ſtrange an Inforcement, and without Pre- 
cedent, 3 Y 
Mr. Agmondeſham, without Regard of any thing 
2 before, made mention of a Decree in the 
tar-Chamber, made by nine of the Privy Council, 
ſigned with their Hands, and the Hands of the 
Chief Juſtices, concerning the receiving of the Com- 
munion by Gentlemen of the Temple. This De- 
cree, made by ſo grave and learned Men, he thought 
for himſelf, and to his own Conſcience, was a St 
what to j „and a Direction or Precedent what 
to follow : The Tenor of Which Decree, for {© 
much as it did concern the Reformation of the 
Houſes of Courts, and principal Places to be tought Bi 
and conſidered of, he wiſhed might be inſerted into 
the Law. The Motion was well liked, and he re- 
quired to bring the ſame the next Day, which wa 
done, 4 
Mr. Norton ſhewed, that where many Men be, 
there muſt be many Minds, and in Conſultations 
convenient it is, to have contrary Opinions, contra- i 
ry Reaſons and Contradictions ; thereby the rather 
to wreſt cut the beſt : But this by the Rule of Rex 
ſoning, and Reaſon muſt be fine Turgiis: He then ſaid, 
that not only the external and outward Shew is to 
be ſought, but the very Secrets of tie Heart in God's 
Cauſe, who is Scrutator Cordium, muſt come to a 
Reckoning. And the good Seed fo ſifted from the 
Cockle, chat the one may be known from the other, 
A Man baptizcd is not to be permitted among s 
for a Jew. And here ſomewhat ſlipping from the 
Matter in Speech, he moved, that all ſuſpected fol- 
piſtr might make this Oath, That they did acknow- 
edge the Queen to be Queen, for any thing the 
Pope, in any reſpect, might do, noting 3 Imper- 
fection in the former Oath. To this End, quoth 
he, are the Bulls now ſcnt to diſcharge Men of their 
Allegiance, and to give free Pardon of Sins; ſo * 
| CO BY 4 
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he, who thus ſhould be pardoned, ſhould from Queen Eli 
henceforth in no ſort communicate with the Profeſ= — 757% 
ſors of the Goſpel ; and now, quoth he, the very 
"Touchſtone of Trial, who be thoſe Rebellious 
Calves, whom the Bull hath begotten, muſt be the | 
Receiving of the Communion ; which whoſo ſhall 
refuſe, we may juſtly ſay, He ſavoureth, &c, And 
Men are not otherwiſe tobe known but by the ex- 
ternal Sign. To anſwer and ſatisfy the Dilemma 
objected before in the firſt Day, made concerning 
the Diſorders of certain Miniſters, in ſaying of the 
Service contrary to the Inſtruction of the Book ; he 
wiſhed, this Proviſo might be added, that miſtaking 
of Chapters, miſ-readimg, &c. ſhould be recovered as 
no Offence, ſo that there be no Maſs-Song, or Po- 
piſh Service uſed in Latin, &c. And thus the Bill 
reſted to be further conſidered of.” 
This is the Sum of all the Debates which the Jour- 
2 nalit hath given us in this Seſſion of Parliament. 
b But, it is to be obſerved, that thoſe Debates, eſpeci- 
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ay on Church Affairs, were managed with Caution, 
1 for the Queen always ſhewed a Diflike that the 
„ Houſe of Commons ſhould meddle in Eceleſiaſtical 
3 Matters. Nor were they without ſome Checks 
— 4 from Court, on the Freedom of Speech in other 
1 Things, where it bore too hard on the Prerogative. 
- Mr. Strictland, we are told, in one of his Speeches, 
6, earneſtly prefling the Reformation of the Book of 
to Common-Prayer, was, the next Day, called before 
's the Queen's "An and commanded by them to 
ry forbear going to the Houſe till their Pleaſure was 
he Wl further known. This occaſioned great Clamour 
er. within Doors; and divers Speeches and Motions The Queen 
us were made, relating to Breach of Privilege, by Re- — 
he ſtraint of one of — ” car we from attending; altho' on Points of Pre- 
«- he was neither impriſoned nor confined. Put, the rogative, &c. 
w- Speaker got up, and defired the Houſe to forbear any 
the further Debate on that Matter; and, the next Day, 
er- Mr, Strictland came again to the Houſe by the Coun- 
oth WH cils Allowance, to the no ſmall Joy of his Bre- 
- f thren, On another Day, alſo, this Seſſion, the Speak- 
at 
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er informed the Houſe, that he had received a Com- 
mand from her Majeſty to caution the Members to 
ſpend leſs Time in Motions, and to avoid long 
Speeches. The Journaliſt tells us, that this Meſ- 
ſage was occaſioned by one Mr. Bell, ſpeaking a- 
gainſt Monopolies or granting of Licences, which, 
he thought, was contrary to certain Statutes, and, 
as was ſaid, ſeemed to ſpeak againſt the Prerogative. 
Tho', adds the Journaliſt, what he did fay was ſo 
much to Order, that thoſe who were touched might 
be angry, but they could not blame him for it. 

The next Thing we think proper to mention, 
in the Proceedings of the Commons, this Seffion, is 
a Caſe of Bribery, It ſeems that one Thomas Long, 
Gent. was returned for the Borough of J/e/tbury, in 
the County of Wilts, for this preſent Parliament, 
who being found out to be a very ſimple Man, and 
not fit to ſerve in that Place, was queſtioned how 
he came to be elected. The poor Man immediate- 
ly confeſſed to the Houſe, that he gave to Anthony 
Garland, Mayor of the ſaid Town of Meſibury, and 
one Watts, of the fame, four Pounds, for his Place 
in Parliament. Upon which, an Order was made 
that the faid Garland and Watts ſhould repay unto 
the ſaid Thomas Long the four Pounds they had of 
him. Alſo, that a Fine of twenty Pounds be aſſeſ- 
ſed, for the Queen's Uſe, on the ſaid Corporation 
and Inhabitants of Meſtbury, for their ſcandalous At- 
tempt. That the ſaid Thomas Long ſhould be diſ- 
charged from all bonds, given to the ſaid Corporati- 
on, for executing his Place in Parliament, And, 
laſtly, that the Mayor and Watts ſhould be ſent for 
by a Purſuivant, to anſwer ſuch Things as ſhould 
be objected againſt them by the Houſe. 

But we hear no more of this Matter; probably 
the Straitneſs of the Time prevented it, being very 
near the End of this Seſſion. It muſt be allowed that 
a Seat in Parliament was held very cheap in thoſe 
Days. For, tho' the Value of Money, then, was 
much greater than it is now, yet four Pounds can 
never bear a Proportion to the monſtrous Sums _— 

ave 
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e been expended, or given, for a Seat in Parlia- Queen Elizabethy 
nent in much later Times. * 25319 * 
3 May the 28th, Upon Speeches uttered in the 
nouſe, That ſome of the Members of it had 
aten Money for their Voices, a Committee was 
appointed of all the Privy Council of that Houſe, 
= with others, to meet that Afternoon, in the Star- 
= Chamber, to examine what Perſons, being Mem- 
ders of that Houſe, had taken any Fees or Rewards 
or their Voices, in the Furtherance or Hinderance | 
of any Bills offered in the Houſe. | Who, the 
next Day, reported, That they could not learn of 
any Member that had ſold his Voice in the Houſe, 
cor any way dealt unlawfully, or indirectly, in that | 
= Bchalf, Thereupon, Mr Norton declaring, That 
he heard ſome had him in Suſpicion that Way, | 
* juſtified himſelf; and was, upon the Queſtion, 
cleared, and his honeſt and juſt Dealing, and great 
Pains- taking declared and affirmed by the Votes of 
the whole Houſe.” If this Purgation, or Scrutiny, 
was truly made, it is a remarkable Inſtance of the 
ntegrity and Incorruption of Parliaments in thoſe 
Days. 
But, we find that this Queen had ſmall Occaſion 
to bribe her Parliaments; they were ready enough 
to give her every Thing ſhe wanted, even without 
asking. And, when, at any Time, they touched 
upon her Prerogative, either in Religious or Civil 
Matters, a haughty Meſſage or two brought them, 
tamely, to ſubmit and, calmly, bear the Burden : 
One inſtance more, amongſt many in this Reign, 
is now before us. For, when this Parliament was 
ſtickling about a fartherReformation inChurch-Af- 
fairs, and had framed Articles for that Purpoſe 
the ſent the Commons Word, That ſhe liked 
* their Articles well enough, but would have them 
* publiſhed by the Biſhops, under the Direction of 
* her own Royal and Supreme Authority ; poſitive- 
* ly inhibiting them from dealing in ſuch Mat- 
* ters (a).“ | 

In 


(a) See D'Exes's Journal, p. 180, for a much farther Account of 
this affair than is to be met with in the Journals of the Commons, 
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nn. In che printed Statutes are only the Fitles « 
. twenty-eight Acts paſſed. this Seffion, in the C. 
2 the Lords Jener nals are, ſorty- one; dut, AY 


except what have been mentioned. On the 29th « 


May, a Bill for a general Pardon was read thrice, in 


the Houſe of Lords, and concluded. And in the 
Afternoon of the ſame Day the Queen came to the 
Houſe of Lords, and being ſeated on the Throne, 
the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons came up witi i 
the Bills, and made a Speech on the Occaſion, 
The Particulars of which are not given, but the i 
Fourngh/t hath preferved'the Lord Keeper, Sir N. 
chelas Bacen's Anſwer to it, which: is as follows : 


5 : W 
er's Speech at © F HE Queen's Majefty hath heard, and doth i 
oy F — well Den mary how diſcreetly ant 
© wiſely you have declared the Proceedings of this 
< Seffion in the Nether Houſe; for Anfwer where. 
© of, and for the better Signification of what her 
< Majeſty's Opinion is, both of Parliament Men 
© and Parliament Matters, this is to let you under- {Ml 
© ſtand, her Majeſty hath commanded me to ſay 
© unto you, that like as the greateſt Number of 
them of the Lower Houſe, have in the Proceed- 
© ings of this Seſſion ſhew'd themſelves modeſt, dil. 
© creet, and. dutiful, as becomes good and loving 
Subjects, and meet for the Places that they be 
© called unto: So there be certain of them, altho 
not many in Number, who in the Proceeding of 
© this Seſſion, have ſhew'd themſelves audacious, 
arrogant, and preſumptuous, calling her Maj. 
© fty's Grants and Prerogatives alſo in queſtion, 
* contrary to their Duty and Place that they be 
called untoz and contrary to the expreſs Admo- WW 
* nition given, in her Majeſty's Name, in the Be- 
* ginning of this Parliament; which it might very 
© well have become them to have had more Regard 
© unto. But her Majeſty faith, that ſeeing they 
will thus wilfully forget themſelves, they are o- 
* therwiſe to be remembred; and like as her — 
| | jeſt 
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© iefty allows and much comments the former Sort, Queen Eleabeths 


br he Reſpecbs afbreſaid; fo doth her Highneſs 
= « utterly difallow, and 'condemn the fecond Sort, 


« for their audacious, arrogant, and prefumptuous 
« Folly, thus fuperſtuous Speech ſpending much 
Time in un g with Matters neither pertain- 
ing to hem, nor within the Capacity of their Un- 
« derftatiding. A 64 HERS 
And thus much concerning the Parliament of 
£ the Lower Houſe. | vio 

And as to the Lords here of the Upper Houſe, 
ber Majeſty Hath commanded me to let you 
© know, that her Highneſs taketh their Diligence, 
« Diſcretion, and" orderly Proceedings, to be ſuch, 
as redoundeth miith'to their ' Honour and Com- 
« mendations, and much to her Comtifort and Con- 
« folation. And here an End touching Parliument 

A 
No as to Parliament Matters, her Majeſty 
hath commanded me to open and declare unto 
you, her Opinion conteived therein, touching 
two Things; the one is concerning the Subſidy 
© and Benevolence, the other is cofckrning the 
Execution of the Laws. As to the former, 
* which concerneth the Subſidy and Benevolence, 
© her Pleaſure is that I ſhall ſay unto you, that in 
* your Dealings in chat Matter ne hath noted three 
Things prineipally, every of them tending much 
* to the ſetting forth of your Benevolences and 
good Wills; the fitſt is, who it was that granted, 
the ſecond, is the Manner of the grant- 
* ing, the third what it was that was granted. As 
* to the firſt, her Majeſty forgetteth not, that it is 
* 2 Grant made proceeding from the earneſt Af- 
©feQions, and 'hearty' good Wills, of her good, 
5 dutiful, and obedient Subjects, for the greateſt 
Patt: And therefote hath commanded me to ſay 
* unto you, that ſhe maketh a greater Accompt of 
* the great good Wills and benevolent Minds of her 
I good and loving Subjects, than fhe doth of ten 
* ubſidies; which, as it ought to bring and breed 
in us great Comfort and Delight, fo in reaſon it 
© ought 
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een Elizabeth, © ought to-move -us (as I doubt not but it doth) t 1 
e eee ee ſuchan en 


# 1571. 
SV , 
ay he” 


\ 


The, Parliamentary H Is Tor v 


© tion.and Account, Again, her Majeſty forgettet | 
c not, that beſides this __ a Gran bi Pony and 8 
© loving Subjects, that never made like Grant here. BY 
© tofore, but by ſuch as have contributed fron 
Time to Time, as the neceſſary Charges of the 
© Realm, and their own Sureties have required; 
© which doth much commend and ſet forth this 
© Benevolence of yours. And thus much concern. 
© ing the Perſons that have granted. * 
And as to the ſecond, which is the Manner of 
granting, her Highneſs knoweth very well, that 
© before her Time theſe Manner of Grants have 
* ſundry Times paſt, not without Difficulties, with | 
© lo Fetus, and ſometimes not withou 
© ſharp Speeches, but this contrariwiſe without any 
© ſuch Speeches or other Difficulty, hath been free- I 
© ly and frankly offered and preſented ; and like az 
6 & former aid much extenuate their Benevolence, 
© ſo is this of yours greatly extended. It is written 
© and very truly, concerning Benevolences, Qu 
© diu diſtulit diu noluit, and therefore juſtly con- 
F cluded, Bis dat qui cito dat; which Sayings ſhe 
cannot but apply to you, in the Proceedings of 
your Grant. oO 3 4843 6 {+ 
Again, Univerſality in Conſent doth great) 
* commend alſo your Dealings in this Matter ; for 
© a more univerſal- Conſent than was in this, will 
© hardly be had in any; and therefore much the 
© more commendable. And thus much touching 
© the Manner of the Gift. | AP 
© And to the third, which concerneth the Thing 
c given, her Majeſty faith, that ſhe thinketh it to 
< be as great as any heretofore hath been granted, 
© and therefore you are to receive condign Thanks 
© forit. And hath further willed me to ſay, that 
© if the Service of the Realm and your 4 
© would ſo permit and ſuffer, her Majeſty would 25 
0 gladly, as readily, and as frankly remit this 
Grant, as you have freely and liberally granted it. 
„Thus I have remembred unto you the three 
« princely 


1 


princely Obſervations, that her Majeſty hath con- Queen Elizabeth, 
$ ceived of this Benevolence of yours, much to your 137 
Comfort, and greatly to her Majeſty's Honour; 

* to your Commendation for granting, and to her 

© Highneſs for this honourable accepting; for her 

© Majeſty ſhall by this Grant receive no Commo- 

IJ * dity. or Benefit, but rather a continual Care in | 
diqpending and employing of it, about the neceſſa- | 
1 © ry Affairs and Service of the Realm, and your | 
= 1 — and yet it is a great Comfort to her 


4 * Majeſty, to ſee you thus frankly and freely join 
1 * with herſelf, the Realm, and you. 
E VNo to the ſecond and laſt Part, which con- 
1 * cerneth the Execution of the Laws, which 1 | 
1 © mean to divide into two Parts; the firſt is the 
1 Execution of your Grant, the ſecond is the Ex- 
1 * ecution of Laws, now made by you, and of the 
: © reſt made before of others. As to the former, I 
* am to remember you, that like as it hath pleaſed 
; * the Queen's Majeſty thus princely, honourably, 
| * and thankfully, to think of and accept this free 
1 * and liberal Grant of yours; ſo certainly, if the 
like Diligence and Endeavour be not uſed, by ſuch 
> of you as Choice ſhall' be made of by her Maje- 
f © ty, for the due putting in Execution of this 
Grant, then ſurely thoſe that ſhall be thus remiſs, 
+ or negligent, as by that Means her Majeſty and 
* the Realm ſhall be defrauded of any Part of that 
* which hath been thus freely granted, ſhall there- 
'* by miniſter juſt occaſion to her Highneſs to have 
their Fidelity and Truth towards her Majeſty, 
* much to be ſuſpected and charged; which would 
* touch them very near. Neither is it an Offence 
* that would be pretermitted, but ſeverely puniſhed. 
* Why, if the, Caſe were between common Per- 
* ſons, can there be a greater Untruth and Un- 
* thankfulneG, than for a Man to make a Grant in 
Appearance willingly and readily, and then to 
ſeek wilily and craftily to defraud the ſame Grant? 
This amongſt honeſt Perſons is utterly deteſted, 
* and if ſo, how then might it be thought of be- 
* tween the Prince and his Subjects, where for di- 
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- © their Friends, or 
© poſe whereby her 
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vers Reſpects this Bond is thrice. as ; for as 
© the Subject, by the Duty of his Allegianoe, is to 
© ſerve the Prince truly, even 10. is he by his Oath, 
© and ſo is he by the great Truſt, that by che Princes 
Choice is committed unto him, as a Commiſſi- 
oner in this Matter, above others. Plainly to 
© ſpeak, it may be affirmed, and that juſtly, that 
© ſuch as be in Commiſſion for the Execution of 
© this Grant, and ſhall deal partially, either for Fa- 
© your or for Fear, or for Love to thamſelves or 
negligently or remiſly, of Pur- 

Majeſty foal not be anſwered 
© of what is due unto her; ſuch, I ſay, may 
© juſtly be charged as Men forgetting their Duty 
< towards God, and their Sovereign, and to their 


Country. It cannot be denied, that Numbers 
< reſpe&t only their private Profit, and not the uni- 


© yerſal Profit of the Realm, which is their Surety 
and Defence; they reſpe& themſelves as private 
< Perſons, and not as Members of the Univerſal 
Body; but their Imperfe&ion would be ſupplied 
* a Wiſdom and Perſuaſion of ſuch, as the 
0 Queen's Majeſty ſhall commit Truſt unto by her 
* Commiſſion, to ſee this Subſidy well and truly 
© levied. 1 
And thus much for the Execution of the 
Grant. Now to the Execution of Laws, made 
by you, and the reft made heretofore by others. 1 
am to remember you, that all theſe Labours, Tra- 
© vels, and Pains, taken about the Laws now 
made, and before time taken about the reſt here- 
© tofore made, and all the Charge ſuſtained by the 
© Realm about the making of them, is all in vain, 
© and Labour loſt, without the due Execution of 
-< them. For, as it hath been ſaid, a Law without 
Execution is but a Body without Life, a Cauſe 
without an Effect, a Countenance of a Thing, 
and indeed nothing; Pen, Ink, and Paper, are 
© as much towards the Governance of the Com- 
© monwealth, as the Rudder or Helm of a Ship 
© ſerveth to the Governance of it without a Gover- 
© nor, and*as Rods ſerve for Correction * 
Hand, 
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Hands. Were it not meer Madneſs for a Man Queen Elizabeth 
© to provide fair Torches to guide his going by 757% 
© Night, and when he . ſhould uſe them in the 
© Dark to carry them unlight? .Or for one to pro- 
© yide fair and handſome Tools ts prune or re- 
form his Orchard or Garden, and to lay them up 
«* without Uſe? And what. Thing elſeTs it to make 
* wholſome and provident Laws in fair Books, and 
© to lay them up ſafe, without ſeeing them execut- 
* ed? Surely in Reaſon there is no Difference be- 
« tween the Examples, ſaving that the making of 
© Laws, without Execution, is in much worſe 
« Caſe, than thoſe vain Proviſions before remem- 
© bred; for thoſe, albeit they do no Good, 
© yet they do no Hurt; but the making of Laws 
without Execution, does very much Harm; fot 
© that breeds and brings forth Contempt of Laws, 
* and Law-makers, and of all Magiſtrates; which 
is the very Foundation of all Miſgovernance, and 
© therefore muſt needs be great and heinous in thoſe 
that are the Cauſers of this; indeed they are the 
very Occalions of all Injuries and Injuſtice, and 
© of all Diſorders and Unquietneſs in the Common- 
wealth. For certain and evident it is, that the 
Queen's Majeſty, that is Head of the Law, doth 
* all meet for her Majeſty to do, for the due Ex- 


— 


1 * ecution of them. Firſt, ſhe giveth her Royal 
1 Rt Aﬀent to the making of them; the moſt material 
of them ſhe commandeth to be proclaimed and 
ys RS Publiſhed; and yet ceaſeth not there, but ſhe 
. bs _m_ out her Commiſſion into _ of her 
ic RS hires, to Men which are or ſhould be o 3 
nu, Conſideration within the Limits of their Charge, 
of * which for the better executing of them are ſworn 
at * to ſee the Execution of her Laws to them com- 
ſe © mitted, within the Limits of their Commiſſions; 
25 * and yet beſides all this, by her Majeſty's Com- 
re * mandment, a Number of theſe Juſtices are yearly 
* * once at the leaſt call'd into her Highneſſes Star- 
ip Chamber, and there in her Majeſty's Name, ex- 
M * horted, admoniſhed, and commanded, to ſee the 
ut * due Execution of their Charges. 
ds, Vor. IV. ; 4 And 


[ 182 5 The Parliamentary HIS TOR 


Queen Elizabeth, And thus you ſee her Majeſty enacteth, pro- 
1 <« chinteth, committeth, exhorteth, admoniſheth, | 
© and commandeth from Time to Time; yea, 
© what can be deviſed meet for her Majeſty to do, 
for Help of this, that is left undone? Surely no- 
© thing, to her Majeſty's Honour and Renown, 
| © Whereupon it followeth, neceſſarily and conſe. 
© quently, that the whole Burthen of the Offence 

and Enormity muſt light upon us, that are put in 
. © Truſt by her Majeſty, to ſee thoſe Laws exe- 
© cuted; and certainly this Offence groweth great 
© or little, as the Truſt committed for the Execu- 
© tion of Laws, is great or little; and therefore it 
Eſtandeth us greatly upon, to uſe our whole Cars 
and Endeavours, for the Help of this hereafter, Bl 
Were it poſſible, trow you, that if Juſtices being 

© diſpers'd through the whole Realm, as wy! be, 
* did carefully and diligently endeavour themſelves, 
© according to the Truſt committed unto them, by 
© their Sovereign, duly and truly to execute ther 
Charge, as they be bound by their Oath to God, 
© and by their Allegiance to their Sovereign, and 
© by Duty to their natura} Country, and right 
© confider'd, by the Love they ſhould bear to them. 
* ſelves and their Poſterity, For if their Country I 

not well, they ſhall fare but illfavouredly) were 

< it poſſible, 14 „if this were ſo done, that Lam 
. © ſhould be thus remiſly and negligently executed! i 
\ © No, doubtleſs. Is it not, trow-you, a monſtrous 
* difguifing, to have a Juſtice a Maintainer; t 
| © have him that ſhould by his Oath and Duty fe 
| © forth Juſtice and Right, againſt his Oath offer It 
jury and Wrong; to have him that is ſpecial} 

© choſen amongſt a Number by a Prince to a 

© all Brawlings and Controverſies, to be a Sowt 
© and Maintainer of Strife and Sedition, by ſwaying c 
and leading of Juries according to his Will; *- WW . 
« quitting ſome for Gain, indicting others for M. 
© lice, bearing with them as his Servant or Friend, g 
c 
\ 
$ 


© overthrowing others as his Enemy; procuring th 

, © Queſtmongerto be of his Livery, or otherwiſe il 
* his Danger; that his Winks, Frownings, 20 

: P f a uſe 
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© Countenances may direct all Inqueſts? Surely, Queen Elizabeth, 
© ſurely, theſe be they that be Subverters of afl *57** 
x Laws and Orders; yea, that make daily the 
Las, which of their Nature be good, to become 
© Inſtruments of all Injuries and Miſchiefs; theſe 
© be they indeed of whom ſuch Examples would be 
© made, as of the Founders and Maintainers of all 
© Enormitiesz and theſe be thoſe, whom; if you 
© cannot reform for their Greatneſs, you ought to 
« complain of them; and like as this is not faid of 
© thoſe that be good, ſo is this and much more to 
© be ſaid and done againſt thoſe that be evil, 
But here it may be ſaid, the Miſchief appears; 
© what is the Remedy? To make all Laws pre- 
© ſently executed: I can hardly hope to make them 
© in better Cale than now they be, and although 1 
© had ſuch Hopes, I could find no more Helps but 
© theſe, 
© The firſt is, having great Care in the Choice 
© of the Officers: The ſecond, by ſharp Correcti- 
© ons impoſed upon ſuch Offenders, There ſhould 
© be throughout the Realm a Triennial or Biennial 
* Viſitation in this Nature, made of all Temporal 
© Officers and Miniſters, that by virtue of their 
© Office have in Charge to ſee Execution of Laws. 
By this I mean, that the Queen's Majeſty ſhould 
make Choice every ſecond or third Year, of cer- 
* tain expert and approved Perſons, to whom Com- 
* miffion ſhould be granted, to try out and exa- 
© mine, by all LICE and Ways, the Offen- 
© ces of al ſuch as have not ſeen to the due Execu- 
* tion of the Laws, and according to the Offences 
* fo found and certified, to be ſharply puniſhed 
* without Omiſſion or Redemption. 

© Of Effect like unto this, and to the like End, 
* was the Viſitation of the Church firſt deviſed, 
* whereof came in the Beginning great Gooddoubt- 
* leſs; and Reaſon I ſee none, but that like Good 
* ought to follow upon a like Viſitation made a- 
* mongſt Temporal Officers. Now to find out 
the Faults ſeemeth not hard, for amongſt many 
* other Ways, there is one plain, evident and eaſy ; 
L 2 © and 
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ſecuted for a Declaration of his 2 where 


Drones, might be ſevered from the diligent and 


_ © defire that the fame Courſe —_—_— be taken wit 
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© Country, contrary to the Laws, which the Juſ- 
© tices ſhould ſo e. and there be nothing done 
© by them for the Reformation of thoſe Offences; 
© I donot ſee but this makes a full Charge of their 
© Uncarefulneſs and Negligence, whereby they are 
well worthy, upon Certificate made, as is afore- 
© ſaid, to be removed of all Governance, to their 
« perpetual Ignominy, and to the Commendation 
of all thoſe that remain as good Officers. 
© And beſides, to ſet forth other Pains upon 

© them, as by Law may be juſtified; if this were 
once or twice done, I doubt not but the Examples 

following of the doing of it would cauſe greater 
Diligence to be uſed in the Execution of Laws, 

© than now there is. And the better to underſtand 
© which be thoſe Juſtices that do offend, why 

might there not be Order taken, that the Name 

© of every Juſtice that hath not proſecuted any Of- 

© fender for any Offence committed contrary t 

© any Law, which by the Commiſſion that he is in, 

© he is authoriſed to ſee puniſhed, might be entred 

into ſome Rolls; and alſo how often, and hoy 

many of thoſe Kind of Offences he hath alſo pro 


by it might appear when ſuch Viſitation ſhoull 
© come, who hath been careful, and who hath been 
* negligent, to the End that the ſlothful, drowſy 


© careful Bees. And like as I could wiſh this to be 
done concerning Officers of mean Degree, ſo do! 


the great and greateſt, for ſo it ſhould be equable Wi 
© But if there be nothing done therein, but Thin Wi 
© left as they have been, then muſt you Ico c to han Wi 
© your Laws executed as they have been, if nM 
* worſe; for Words will not reform theſe Matter, 
© as I have ſeen by Proof. And this is the Sumo 
© what I have to ſay at this Time, concerning tt 
Execution of Laws,” 
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This Speech being ended, and the Royal Aſſent Queen Elizabeth, 


given to the Bills, the Lord Keeper, by her Ma- 
ſeſty's Command, diſſolved the Parliament. 
Matters began now to be very critical with the 
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Queen of Scots, who had been a Priſoner in Eng- Proceedings 16 
land ever ſince ſhe fled here for Protection from her lating w Mary 
rebellious Subjects; who had now actually depoſed Queen of Sects, 


her, and ſet her young Son James on the Throne, 


Being weary of Reſtraint, the unhappy Queen 


had uſed many Endeavours to eſcape, which were 
then called Conſpiracies againſt the Englih Go- 
vernment. In one of which ſhe had drawn in the 
Duke of Norfelk to aſſiſt her; and, by a formal 
Contract of Marriage between them, the Duke fell 
into a Snare which effectually ruin'd him. He was 
arraigned for this and ſome more Crimes laid to his 
Charge, was tried by his Peers, and unanimouſ] 
found guilty of High Treaſon, But whilſt this no- 
ble Duke lay under Sentence of Death, another 
Conſpiracy was formed to releaſe him; which bein 
found out, and the Actors in it executed, it was 
thought neceſlary to call a new Parliament, the 
very next Year after the Diſfolution of the laſt, to 
frame ſuch Laws as might eſtabliſh the Queen and 
the preſent Government, on the moſt laſting Foun- 
dation, h | 

It hath been hinted, more than once, in thefe 
Enquiries, that the Jealouſy the Queen was under, 
as well as all the Engliſp Prote/tants of thoſe Days, 
about the Queen of Scots, was the Occaſion of her 
Impriſonment ; which ended not but with the Loſs 
of her own Life and many of her Friends. A Par- 
liament was ſummoned by Writs, dated at Green- 
wich, to meet at Weftminſter, May 8th, in the 
fourteenth Year of this Reign. | 


A new Parla- 
ment call'd, 


Anno Reegni - 
I 572. 
At Weſtmx=. —_— 


The Queen had alſo ſummoned four new Barons 


to this Parliament, the Writs for calling them be- 
ing enter'd in the Lords Journals; and, on the iſt 


oy of the Meeting, they were introduced accord- 
ingly. 


Their Names were John Lord Pawlet, of 


Baſmg, Son to the Marquis of Vincheſter; Henry 


Lord Compton; 6 Lord Cheney, and Henry 
9 


Lord 
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Queen Elizabeth- Lord Norris. There is nothing elſe entred in the 
15727 2 of either Houſe, to be done on this Day; 
ut Sir Simond Dewes hath ſupplied this Defect 
from a MS. of his own, which gives us the Lord 
Keeper's Speech at the Opening of the Parliament 
in theſe Words : 


The Lord Keep» © * Queen's Majeſty, our moſt dread and 
er's Speech at c 


. gracious Sovereign Lady, hath given me 
— he Pa. © Commandment to FN. "a unto you the Cauſes 


© of the Summons of this Aſſembly for a Parlia. 
ment to be holden here at this Time; wherein 
« albeit I mean to employ my whole Endeavour to 
© the uttermoſt of my Power and Underſtanding; 
yet I muſt needs confeſs, that neither ſhall you 
© have it done as the Majeſty of this Preſence, nei- 
ther as the Gravity of the auſe requireth it to be 


done. And yet the often Experience that J have, 
© divers and ſundry Times, had of the Queen's Ma- 
© jeſty's great Benignity and Gentleneſs, in bearin 
Fe o . g 
© with and well accepting the Doings of thoſe that 
© to her Service put their good Wills and Diligen- 


© ces; and, beſides all, the Proof of your Patience 
© in the like Matter hath ſo much encouraged me, 
© that (as truſt) it ſhalt be done although not cun- 
© ningly nor eloquently, yet plainly and truly, fo 
© as it may be well underſtood and eaſily born away, 
c and therewith alſo as briefly as the Greatneſs of 
© ſuch a Matter will ſuffer, True it is, the origi- 
nal and principal Cauſe is, that Things there pro- 
| © pounded may be orderly and diligently debated, 
© deeply conſidered, and thereupon wiſely con- 
© cluded. And to the End, alſo, that thoſe Con- 
© cluſfions ſo made, the rather for ſuch an univer- 
« ſal Conſent as in Parliament is uſed, remain firm 
© and ſtable, | | 
© Now the Matters that are in this Parliament 
© to be proved, do conſiſt altogether of two Parts. 
© The former is in Matters of Religion, for the 
better Maintenance of God's Honour and Glory. 
The ſecond in Matters of Policy, for the more 
* perſe&t upholding and eſtabliſhing of the Queen's 
21 N l « Majeſty's 
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© Majeſty's Royal Eſtate, and the Preſervation of Queen Elizabeth: 


the Common-Weal committed to her Charge, 257% 
© The Cauſes of Religion are again to be divided 
© into two, that is, into Matter concerning the 
good Government of the Subjects at Home, 
and into Cauſes of Defence againſt the Enemy 
Abroad. 
And thus by this Proceſs you ſee you are, as 
indeed you ought, | 
« Firſt, To conſider, in this your Aﬀembly, of 
God's Cauſe, which faithfully, fincerely and dili- 
© gently done, like as it cannot but bring Succeſs to 
© all the reft, ſo likewiſe lukewarm, deceitful and 
« double-dealing therein cannot but breed, nouriſh 
and bring forth Factions, Diviſions, Seditions, c. 
© to the great Peril and Danger of all the reſt. 
© And the greater that the Perſonages be in Autho- 
© rity and Dignity that thus deal, the greater of | 
© Neceflity muſt be the Danger of the Common- | 
© Weal. And becauſe God's Law and Doctrine, | 
© being the firſt Law and Branch, muſt light upon 
© ourſelves that ought to take the Benefit of it, as 
* firſt and chiefly upon Miniſters of this Doctrine 
either for not preaching and teaching by Word 
and Example of Life fo purely and reverently as 
© they might, or elſe not ſo diligently as they were 
© baund. And | | 
« Secondly, Upon us for not hearing it fo deſir- 
© ouſly, or elſe hearing it and forgetting it, or not 
following it ſo effectually as we ſhould. ; 
© Thirdly, For that many of us of the Laity do 
© not yield and give that Eſtimation, Countenance 
and Credit to the Miniſters of his Doctrine which 
* of Right they ought to have, and that many 
6 2 hurt the ſetting forth of it: For this one 
Thing may be holden firm by the Rules of good 
Government; that all Officers both Spiritual and 
* Temporal that have Governance, during the 
Time of their Offices, ought to be preſerved in 
Credit and Eſtimation. For how can any Thing 
+ be well ſet forth by __—_ want Credit? Mar- 
4 «ry, 
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ry, for my Part, let the Time of their Offices 
© laſt as their Doings do deſerve. 

« Fourthly, Becauſe the Want of the Number of 
« Miniſters that ought to be and be not, and for the 
c Inſufficiency of thoſe'that be for divers Reſpects. 
But therein the Queen's Highneſs doubteth no- 
0 thing, but all that which the Difficulty of Time, 
in ſo great a Scarcity of Men meet to be Mini- 
< ſters, will ſuffer to be done, ſhall by my Lords 
the Biſhops be done in this Behalf, and that as 
0 « ſpeedily, diligently and carefully as can be. And 

< if any Perſon admitted, or to be admitted to this 
c Miniſtry, ſhall hereafter, either of Arrogancy or 
c * Ignorance, ſhew any ſtrange Doctrine, contrary 
d or varying from that which by common Conſent 
© of the Realm is publiſhed, to the Breach of Uni- 

FL that he by thoſe to whom it appertaineth, 

arply and ſpeedily be reformed, all Favour and 

Fear ſet apart. 


Thus much for Doarine. You are moſt ear- 


' © neſtly alſo to think and conſider of the Diſcipline 


d of the Church, as one of the ſtrong Pillars of Reli- 
* gion, which doubtleſs at this Time hath two 
© great Lacks. The firſt the Imperfection of Laws 

© for the Countenance of it, which hath grown ei. 

< ther by reaſon that ſundry of the Ordinances made 
for that Purpoſe, be diſuſed or otherwiſe have 

© not their Force; or elſe for that moſt of the Laws 
© that remain be ſuch as for their Softneſs few Men 

: make Account of, | 

The | ſecond Imperfection is the $lothfulneb, 
Corruption and Fearfulneſs of the Ecclefiafticil 
< Miniſters and Officers in the due Execution of. 
* thoſe Laws that be good and yet continue. True 
© and too true it is, that hereby at this preſent two 
* Enormities daily grow: The former that 
en of Wealth and Power, given to be evil, may 
<in their Countries live in what diſſolute and Bern- 
© tious Life they liſt; and both Temporalty and Spi- 
© ritualty offend dailyi in all the Branches of Simony, 
© the very Canker of the Church, without feeling 
© of this Diſcipline. 
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and Ceremonies of the Church, or pertaining to 
$ the Miniſters of the ſame agreed upon by com- 
mon Conſent, the very Ornaments of our Reli- 
« gion, are very ill kept or at leaſt have loſt a great 
Part of their Eſtimation. And here (through 
the many Faults for Want of Diſcipline) to re- 
© member'you of one particular Matter of great 
Moment. How cometh it to paſs that the com- 
mon People in the Country univerſally come ſo 
« ſeldom to Common-Prayer and Divine Service; 
and when they do come, be many Times ſo 
* vainly occupied there, or at leaſt do not there as 
they ſhould do, but for Want of this Diſcipline ? 
And yet to the Help of this there was at the 
t laſt Parliament a Law made, but hitherto no 
Man, no, no Man, or very few, hath ſeen it 
executed; as plainly to ſpeak, Laws for the Fur- 
© therance of this Diſcipline unexecuted, be Rods 
for Correction without Hands. It cannot be de- 
© nied but as Superſtition is every Way to be abhor- 
© red for Fear of Idolatry; fo certainly the Lols 
+ of this Diſcipline is always to be avoided, left elſe 
Contempt (that neceſſarily muſt follow) may 
© cauſe Irreligion to creep faſter in than a Man 
* would think. For of all other it is the moſt peſti- 
© lent and pernicious Thing, never ſuffered nor al- 
© lowed in any Common: Wed, nay not amongſft 
© the Heathens that were moſt barbarous. But 
here it may be ſaid the Miſchief appeareth, where 
© is the Remedy? and that it were better not open- 
ed in ſucha Preſence, than opened without the 
* Remedy both deviſed and declared. 
eln mine Opinion the Remedies may eaſily be 
* deviſed: All the Difficulty is in the well execut- 
ing of them. As firſt, if the chief Parſonages of 
* this Realm, both in Town and Country, would 


© give good Example, it cannot be but it would be 


much to the remedying of a great Part of this 
£ Miſchief, -' © | S. 2 LE 

© Secondly, The dividing every one of the Dio- 

\ celes according to their Greatneſs into Deanaries, 

, : | | © as 
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Queen Elizabeth, © as I know commonly they be; and the commit. 
157% <©ting of the Deanaries to Men well choſen, 281 
© think commonly they be not: And then the keep. 
© ing of certain ordinary Courts at their preſcript 
Times fer the well executing of thoſe Laws ef 
< Diſcipline as they ought to be, with a ſure Con- 
* troulment of thoſe inferior Miniſters by the Biſhop 
© or his Chancellor, not biennially or triennially, 
© but every Year twice or thrice: Which Ute of 
Neeeſſity without very great Difficulty may do 
© much. in. very ſhort Time to the Reformation cf 
this; the chief Officers Eccleſiaſtical all being very 
* well, and the Laws themſelves being firſt made 
© ſufficient and perfect, which in this Parliament 
may very well be brought to paſs. 
if And, becauſe the Preceedings of Matters in 
* Diſcipline and Doctrine, do chiefly concern my 
Lords the Biſhops, both for their Underſtand- 
* ing and Eccleſiaſtical Function; therefore the 
© Queen's Highneſs looketh that they, being cal- 
C her here in Parliament, ſhould take the 
* chi Care to conſider and confult of theſe 
Matters. And if in their Conference they found 
© it: behoofull to have any Temporal Acts made, 
for the amending and reforming of any of theſe 
© Lacks, that then they will exhibit it here in Par- 
< bament to be conſidered upon, and fo Gizars 
4 © Gladizm juvabit, as before-time hath been uſed; 
< foreſeeing always that all Laws and Ordinances 
for this Matter of Doctrine and Diſcipline be u- 
© niform, and ſo one Sort throughout the whole 
© Realm. And thus much concerning Religion, 
© being the firſt Part. | oF | 
8 Now to the Second, that is, Matters of Poli- 
cy. And herein firſt for the Government of 


Temporal Officers, that ought to ſee the due 
Execution of them. For the Help of the for- 


© mer, you are to examine whether any 1 


f ENGLAND. 
e ready made, are too ſharp or too ſore and ſo over- 
« burthenſome for the Subject, or whether any 
« of them are too looſe or too ſoft, and ſo over-dan- 
« gerous to the State; for like as the former me 
put in Danger many an Innocent particularly, ſa 
«the ſecond may put in anger both the Nocent 
and Innocent, and the whole State univerſally. 
+ You are alſo further to examine the Want and 
© Superfluity of Laws, and whether Craft, Cove- 
© touſneſs, and Malice, have deviſed any Means to 
© defraud Laws already made, or how to do an; 
« Injuries for which there is no Law that hath his 
© Being to reform it: Or whether the Common- 
6weal and State of this Realm, by reaſon of any 
Imperfection or Cauſe, is like to fall to any Dan- 
ger or Peril; for the greater the Danger is, the 
greater ſhould the Care and Conſideration be for 
the Remedy of it. You are alſo to examine 
© whether there are too many Laws for any one 
Thing, which breedeth ſo many Doubts, that 
the Subject is ſometimes to ſeek how to obſerve 
© them, and the Chancellor how to give Advice 
* concerning them. wb 
© As to the ſecond Imperfection, which is the 
Want of the due Execution of Laws; becauſe I 
* have thought oft with myſelf what might be the 
* beſt Remedy, if not to make all Laws perfectly 
executed (for that I can hardly hope for) yet to 
© make them in much better Caſe than now t 
be. And when I had conſidered all Things, I 
could find no Help but this: The Firſt, by hav- 
ing great Care in the Choice of thoſe Officers 
* that have the Execution of Laws, The Second, 
* to do as much as may be for the baniſhing of 
* Sloth, Corruption, and Fears, from them. A 
Third Way there is, which I leave to your 
* Judgments, this it is: There ſhould be a Tri- 
* ennial or Biennial Viſitation, in this Nature, 
* made of all the Temporal Officers and Minifters 
* that by virtue of their Office have in Charge to 
* ſee the Execution of Laws. By this I mean 
* that the Queen's Majeſty ſhould make Choice 
4 erer 
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| Queen Elibabeth, « every ſecond or third Year of certain expert and 
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© approved Perſons, to whom Commiſſion ſhould 
© be granted to try out and examine, by all Ways 
© and Means, the Offences of all ſuch as have not 
© ſeen to the due Execution of the Laws accordin 
© to the Offices and Charges committed to them by 
© the Prince. And the Offences ſo found and 
© certified to be ſharply puniſhed without Remiſ. 
© fion or Redemption. Of Effect much like this, 
© and to the like End, was the Viſitation of the 
© Church firſt deviſed ; whereof, in the Beginning 
© of it, came great Good doubtleſs; and Reaſon | 
© ſee none but the like Good ought to follow upon 
© like Viſitation made among Temporal Officers, 
And the old Commiſſion of Oyer tender ſome- 
* what to this End. I doubt certainly if the Laws 
© andStatutes of this Realm ſhould not indifferently, 
< uprightly, and diligently, be put in Execution 
© (as my Truſt is they ſhall) eſpecially in the great 
and open Courts of this Realm, then my Bur- 
© then, Iconfeſs, is equal with the greateſt; and 
yet, for my Part, I would gladly every Year hear 
© of, and yield to ſuch a Comptroller. 

© Now to the laſt and greateſt, which is the De- 
© fence againſt the foreign Enemy abroad, and his 
© Confederates, brought up and bred amongſt us 
© ourſelves ; becauſe theſe Matters be by reaſon now 
© chiefly in Hand, and that the Dealings of the out- 
ward Enemy be Matters that go to the whole, and 
that this Preſence you know repreſenteth the 
< whole: Therefore in all Congruity it ſeemeth 
© Reaſon, that all we, for, and in the Nas of the 
© whole, conſider carefully of this Cauſe, and give 
$ 2 Aſſiſtance for the Help of it. And to the 
End you may be more able to give good Coun- 
© fel and Advice therein, it hath been thought meet 
I ſhould ſummarily and ſhortly make you privy 
© of theſe Proceedings, which ſhall be the better un- 
© ſtood if I begin at the Root, as I intend: !. 

© This it is: The 1 Majeſty, at her com- 
© ing to the Crown, finding this her Realm in a 
© ragged and torn State, and yet in Wars _ 
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© mighty Enemy, the chief Fortreſs of the ſame Queeu Elizabeth. 
© loft, to the Realm's great Diſhonour and Weak- 757% 
© eningz her Frontier Towns not ſufficiently for- 
« tified, the Revenue of the Crown greatly ſpoiled, 
© the Treaſure of the Realm not only waſted, but 
© the Realm alſo greatly indebted: The Land of 
© Ireland much out of Order: The Staple and 
© Store of all Kind of Munition for the Realm's 
© Defence marvellouſly conſumed : The Navy and 
© Sea-Matters r the State they now be, 
was forced to give Ear to a Peace with ſome o- 
© ther Conditions than elſe it is like her Highneſs 
* would come to, to the End that theſe dangerous 
© Defaults might be in the Time of Peace ſuffici- 
© ently for the Security of the Realm provided for. 
* Whereupon indeed her Highneſs (Peace being 
concluded) entered into the reforming and ſup- 
© plying of moſt of all thoſe great Lacks, and for 
© the Well-doing of them hath not forborn to take 
© any Care or Pains, neither hath ſhe ſticked for the 
* compaſſing of this both to ſpend her own Trea- 
© ſure, to ſell her own Lands, to prove her own 
© Credit at Home and Abroad to the uttermoſt, 
and all this for our Sureties and Quiet. 
© Thus have you heard the Sum of thoſe Pro- 
* ceedings; whereby it is plain and evident, that 
* as our moſt Dear and Gracious Sovereign Lady, 
© hath, for the Preſervation of Common Quiet, and 
* for our own Surety againſt the Common Enemy, 
* forborn no Care or Travel in the deviſing; no 
* more hath ſhe Charge or Expence in the per- 
forming. I may ſafely affirm it, becauſe I am 
well able to prove it, that the Charges of the ma- 
* naging of theſe Affairs, and-that that hath been 
done ſince the Queen's Majeſty came to the 
* Crown, in ſupplying the Dangers aforemention- 
ed, amount to as much as two of the greateſt 
* Subſidies that I can remember; a Matter not 
© pothible to be born for that which is paſt, nor to 
be continued for that which is to come by the or- 
* dinary Revenue of the Crown, and yet of neceſ- 1 
* ſity to be done, except all (which God forbid) 
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© ſhould run to Ruin: If when any Part of thy 
Natural Body happeneth to be in Danger, the 
Head and every Part haſteth to the Relief; what 
© would then be done, trow ye, when Pexil is of. 
< fered, that the Head ſhould take the whole-Carg 
and bear the whole Burthen, and all the Mem- 
bers remain uncareſul and uncharged therewith ? 
How light a Burthen it is when it is born of ma- 
© ny, is underſtood of us all. But hereof 1 make 
no Stay, becauſe there is no Doubt your Good: 
Wills and Towardneſs upon theſe Confiderati 


© ons be ſuch, as this laſt Speech of mine needeth 


© not, and ſo doubtleſs the Queen's Highneſs taketh 
it. And yet your Wiſdoms well known, that 
© the Office of this Place which I occupy, craveth 
© thus much to be ſaid at my Hands ; and for that 
< Purpoſe chiefly could I truſt you take 1 and not 
© for any Neceſſity to draw them by Perſuaſion 
that otherwiſe of their own Diſpoſition be for- 


ward enough. The Declarations of the Proceed- 


© ings being uttered, I do aſſure myſelf to ſuffice to 
6 of your Underſtanding and Inclination, 
For how can a Man think that any is ſo void of 
© Reaſon, that he would not gladly offer any Aid 
< againſt a Foreign Enemy, that he were able to 
© make for the Safety of his own Country, his So- 
© vereign, himſelf, his Wife and Children; eſpeci- 
© ally when by Reaſon it is plain, that the Queen's 
© Majeſty hath already, and daily doth employ her 
* own Treaſure, yea, and her Lands and Credit 
© not in any glorious Triumphs, ſuperfluous and 


© ſumptuous Buildingsof Delight, vain and charge- 


© able Embaſſages, neither in any other Matters of 
© Will and Pleaſure; I mean, no Expence to be 


noted in a Prince of thirteen Years Reign, but as 


© far as Man can judge in the Service of her Realm 
© and neceſſary Defence of her People, and for the 
© Annoyance of the Enemy. Yet hath it been 


_ © ſeen ere this, that Prince's Wills, Pleaſures and 


© Delights have been followed in Expences as Ne- 
< ceffities. And now, God be thanked, the Doings 
have been ſuch ſince the Queen's Highneſls's 

| 3 Reign, 
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Reign, that to the indifferent Man it will be Queen Elieabeth- 
© probable plain, that the em |, of the 1572. 
© Realm's Neceſſity is become the Prince's Delight; 
a good Change, God continue it, a marvellous 
good Example for us to follow, and yetit is {cant 
& credible how long it was, and in the End with 
what Difficulty the Queen's Majeſty came to a- 
« oree that this Example ſhould be followed by us, 
© in being content that this Parliament ſhould be 
© ſummoned, that it might be moved, that the 
© Realm might contribute to the Realm's Defence 
« with ſuch Difficulty indeed, that if any other 
Way could have been deviſed (her Honour and 
© Realm's Surety ſaved) this had never been at- 
© tempted: So loch the is to any offenſive Matter 
© by Burthen or Charge, that if any other Way 
© could have been deviſed, this had not been: And 
© ſo, from her own Mouth, ſhe commanded me 
© to ſay unto you. 

Oh what a Grief it is to a Prince (trow you) 
© when he findeth ſuch Want, that he is not able 
© ſo to conſider of the Service of his Servants and 
Subjects; this dangerous and neceflary Service 
as their Deſerts do crave] knowing that moſt 
* commonly the very Life and Heart of the Ser- 
© vant and Soldier, which ſo often offereth himſelf 
© to the Cannon, the Pike, the Fire, is either over- 
© thrown or ſet up as a Regard is had of his Perits. 
© Except there be ſome odd Men (as they call them) 
* of that Perfection, that Virtue and Well-Doing 
© is their Mark, and not Reward, who hold for 
© firm, that Refi facti Merces oft faciſſe taittum, 
but Rara avis in territ, &c, Lea, thoſe are ſo 
rare as Counſel cannot be given that Princes 
* Service ſhould hang on the Help of ſuch Hope, 
* and yet theſe be the perfecteſt and beſt, butithe 
© World is not ſerved by ſuch. To give good 
Words is a good Thing, but often uſed, albeit 
* never ſo cunningly, without Deeds of Service, is 
* reputed but as Wind, and is indeed dare verba. 
Marry, Power ſerving not, then it deſerveth 

great Commendations; for it is as much as can 
be 
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Queen Elizabeth. © be done: For ultra poſſe non eft efſe. But hereof 
257% _ © thinketh little the greateſt Number. But to a 
© Prince who thinketh thus much, and daily think- 
eth and feeleth of it, what a tormenting Trouble 
<is ſuch a Want think ye? Theſe wants when 
© they happen, would be, ought tobe moſt holden, 

But here I have troubled you further than J 
© meant, or perchance needed. , | 

© And thus no further to hinder youz but to 
© make an End. You have heard, firſt, the Cauſes 
© of this Aſſembly. Secondly, What I think meet 
© tobe remembred. Thirdly, What for the Go- 
© vernance of the Subject at Home, and what hath 
© been done for the Defence of the Enemy Abroad; 
< your Office and Duty is to be careful to conſider 
© of theſe Matters, which I have the rather ſum- 
© marily remembred than effectually diſcourſed 

upon. The former pertaineth to my Office as a 
© Remembrancer. The ſecond to you as Execu- 
© tors of theſe Remembrances. And becauſe you 
© of the Nether Houſe cannot, without a Head, 
© thus do; therefore it reſteth, that you, according 
© to your antient Order, of yourſelves chuſe ſome 
© wiſe and diſcreet Man, who, after he hath been 
© by you choſen and preſented, and that Preſentati- 
don by the Queen's Majeſty allowed, ſhall then 
© be your Speaker, c.“ 

May the loth. The Houſe of Commons pre- 
mag ſented Robert Bell, Eſq. for their Speaker, who, 
with the uſual Ceremonies, was allowed (a). But 
no further Notice is taken of the Speeches com- 
monly made on that Occaſion. 

On Monday, May 12th, an Entry is made by 
the Lords, That this Day, by Advice and Con- 
© ſent of the whole Houſe, a Committee was ap- 
© pointed to confer with ſuch Members of the 
Lower Houſe, as it ſhould pleaſe them to appoint, 
for the more ſpeedy and better Direction of 
© them in the Great Matter touching the * 

. 0 


-_ 


(a) Afterwards knighted, and made Chief. Bardn of the Exchequer, 


Diar. Procter. 
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t of Sets:“ The Committee conſiſted of the fol- Queen Elizabeth; 
lowing Lords; EY A 

The Archbiſhops of Canterbury and York; the 
Earls of Oxford, Kent, Worceſter, Suſſex, Warwick, 
Bedford, Leiceſter, and Efſax ; the Biſhops of Lon- 
don, Wincheſter, Ely, Lincoln, and Rocho/ter ; the 
Lord Chamberlain Burieigh, with the Lords . 
Mindſor, Wentworth, North, and Chandois. e 
Place appointed for the Meeting was the Star- 
Chamber, at eight o Clock the next Morning. 

In the Journal of the Commons ate the Nanies Proceedings on 
of the Committee appointed by them, which the Affair of 


were theſe ; | 4 Mary Queen of 
Mr. Treafuter: Mr. Pophami: _ 
Mr. Comptroller: Mr. Telverton. 
Mr. Chancellor of the Mr. Coleby. 
Dutchy. Mr. Heneage. : 
The Chancellor of the Mr. Charles Howard. 
 Exchiequer; Mr, Hatton; 
The Lord Deputy of Mr. A/tley. 
Ireland. Mr. ute: 
dir Maurice Berkley. Mr. Hen. Nnolles, ſen: 
Sir Hugh Pgwlet: Mr; Hen: Knolls, jun; 
Sir Thomas Scott: Mr: Peter Wentworth: 
dir Owen Hopton; Mr. Sampole. | 
bir Nicholas Arnold; Mr: Norton. 
dir Tohn Thynne: Mr. William Moor. 
| dir Hen. Gates. Mr. * Vaughan. 
dir Rowland Howard, Mr. Tho. Randall: 


Mr. Doctor Wilſon: Mr. John Vaughan of 
Mr. Attorney of the © 'Caermarthen: 

Duchy: 'y Mr. Greenfield; ſen. 

Mr. Recorder of London. Mr. Charles Somerſet. 

Mr. Serjeant Manwood: Mr: Hen: Killegrew. 

Mr. Serjeant Gef. Mr: William Gerrard: 

Mr. Mounſon. | Mr. Dalton, and ; 
Mr. Sandy. Mr. Peacock; 


We hear no more of this Conference in the Jour- 

nals of the Lords, nor what was done in it, rela- 

| ting, particularly, to the Queen of Scots, till Muy 
the 28th, when a new Committee of Lords was ap- 
Vat, IV. M pointed, 
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Queeo Elizabeth, geinted, about the ſame Matter, which were on- 


* the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Earls of 
for and” Leicgſter, the 3 of | Lincoln, and the 
Lords Burleigh and The Refult' of which 
Was, that, Un the laſt Jay of the ſame Month, 2 
-Bill was brooypht i in, and read a firſt Fime, touching 
ye the late Stottoſh Queen. June the Ach, the 
was tead a third Time, and paſſed the Houſe of 
1 with this Addition to the Title, A Bil 
touching Mary, Daughter and Heir r James th 


"Fifth; late King of Scotland, commonly "called tle 


Dun of Scots. his Bill was ſent down to th 


Month, and then returned it, concluded. But 
tho' the Bill went 1d currently thro? the tuo 
Houſes, the Queen weuld not ſuffer it ta pals into 
a Law; tbere being no Mention of ſuch an Ad, 
in the Catalogue at Hi End of this Seſſion, nor i 
the printed Statafes." For which Reaſon, we ar 
much in the Dark what were the Contents of this 
extraordinary Bill. Mr. Camden only writes, that, 
at the End of the laſt Parliament, (but miſtakenlyfor 
this;): © It Was propoled, that if the Qhevn: of Sit; 
© ſhould, again, Hfend'againſt the Lawsof Engl, 

© ſhe ſhould be ptocteded againſt, by Law, as if 
6 * the 88 —— an e e. But the 
her Authority „ Prevents 


2 — (5). 


— tho this A did not phis, yet ther 
wvere two other very! ſevere Laws made againſt al 
who had Deſigns ifi Favour of the Queen of Sat. 
On the roth of May n Bill was read the firſt Time 
in the-Houſe of Lords, for Puniſhmehr'of all ſuch 
as ſhall rebelliouſiy te or detain, from the Queen's 
„any Calle, Tower, Fortreſs, Ships, or o- 

ther ition of Whi, This paſſed into à Lay; 
and, by it, ſome vf the Articles were made Felom, 
and others High Treaſon. On the 21ſt, a Bill ws 
brdugh in, and read dgainftal-foch as fhall cofffpire 


8 1 of er rpc ” 


1) Comer in Ki . 436. 


AR declated, That if any Perſon ſhould go about Queen Elsbeth. 

* to.deliyerany Man, imprifoned upon the eres 1572. 

&© Writ for Treaſon, or Suſpicion of Treaſon, be- 

© fore his Atraignment, the ſaid Perſon ſhould for- 

« feit his Life-Eftatez and be impriſoned during the 

Queen's Pleaſure. If arraigned, he ſhould incur 

© the Penalty of Death; if condemned, the'Penal- 

© ty of High Treaſon; _ „ 
Ur. amden obſerves (:), that the Severity of 

theſe Laws was only neceſſary for the Times; and 

the Parliament thought fit to make them temp rary 
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that is, for the Queen's Life; He adds; that 
many Defigns were ſet on Foot to deliver the Duke 
of Norfatk, out of the Tower, as haſtned his Execu- 
tion; which had been put off for near four Months; 
and it was not till after paſſing the laſt Act, that 
the Addreſſes of the Houfe of Commons; the Re- 
monſtrances of the Privy Council, and the Impor- 
tunity of Preachers, by ſuggeſting the Greatneſs of 
the Danger ſhe was in, could overcome the Queen's | 
Clemency. In fine, the Duke was beheaded on 2 The Duke of 


with great Courage and Magnanimity; amidſt a headed. 
vaſt Crowd of ſorrowful and weeping Spectators; 
for it is inctedlble; ſays our Author, how dearly he 
was beloved by the Populace; -whoſe Good- 
Will he had gained by a Munißcence and Aﬀabili- 
ſuitable to ſo great a Prince.“ It is probable the 
uten was ſatisfied with this Sacrifice, alone, for 
we find no Act to attaint his Blood or Po erity 
8 a Circumſtance we have never obſerved 
ore in Caſes of the like Nature. 5 89 
At this Time the Nation was exceedingly pel- 
tered with Rogues, Vagabonds, and Sturdy Beggars, 


+ 


by whom ſeveral Murders, Thefts, and other great 

utrages were committed (d). It was therefore 
enacted, by this Parliament, that every Perſon, a- 
bove the Age of fourteen, being taken begging, or 


wandring about as a * for the fi ime, 

A2 mould 
le) Sandes in Kenner, p.44... e 
(4) Hollingſhead's Chron, p. 1228, Wee” 


es at large, 14 EL IE, chap. v. 
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Queen Elizabeth. ſhould be butned thro” the Griſtle of the Right Eat 
157% with a hot Iron of an Inch Compaſs, &c. 
It feems 2s if this Parliament was called only to 
ive a Sanction to the Duke's Execution; for the 
on was but ſhort, about ſix Weeks; and no Ad 
of any Conſequence, except what are before men- 
A Cafe of Pn tioned, piſled in it. A Caſe of Privilege wa 
vilege. brought before the Houſe of Lords, by the Lord 
Cromwell, who had been attached, by a Writ, out 
of Chancery, at the Suit of one Tavernor. The 
Lords adjudged the Attachment void and con- 
trary to the antient Privileges of the Peerage; but 
ſo, that at any Time hereafter, by the 8 
Prerogative, or by the common Law and Cuſtom 
of the Realms, or any Statute Law, or ſufficient 
Preſident, the Perſons of any of the Lords of Par- 
liament, in ſuch Caſes as this of Lord Cromwell, 
oughtto be attached, or attachable, if ſo ſhewed and 
warranted as above; this Order, or any Thing, 
therein contained, to the contrary notwithſtanding, 
Having done with the Proceedings of the Lords, 
we muſt goback, as uſual, tothoſe of the Commons. 
Aſter the Committee for the Conference was ap- 
pointed, we find no Particulars entered, relating to 
it, till ſome Weeks afterwards, which will appear 
in the Sequel. In the mean Time, on the 16th of 
May, 2 Motion was made in the Houſe, < Whether 
it was convenient that the Commons ſhould join 
with the Lords in a Petition to her Majeſty, far 
the Execution of the Duke of Norfolk. Or, that 
they ſhould only fignify to her Majeſty, their Re- 
ſolution and Opinion that nece Execution was 
to be done? Upon putting the Queſtion, it was 
agreed by all, that their general Reſolution wa 
vereſ to be ſiznified to her; and not by Way ot 
Petition or Direction from this Houſe. 
On the 19th, the Attorney of the Court of 
Wards, in the Name of the whats Committee, on 
the Great Affair of the Queen of Scots, reported yo 
the Houſe their Conference with the Lords 
Which done, after many Speeches, it was upon the 
Queſtion, reſolved, for the better Safety and Pre- 
| ſervation 
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ſervation of her Maje y's Perſon and Government, Queen Flizabeth 
to proceed a inſt the Scottiſh Queen in the higheſt 


Degree of Treaſon; and therein to touch her, as 
well in Life as in Title and Dignity; and this with 


all poffible Speed, and with the whole Voice of the 


Houſe, 

The Annalift of the Reformation, under this 
Queen, hath given us a very warm and long 
Speech, made againſt this unhappy Lady and her 
Title to the Engliſß Crown, by an anonymous 
Member of the Houſe of Commons ; but, at what 
Time he does not mention. He is miſtaken alſo in 
placing this Speech in the Debates of the laſt Parlia- 
ment, inſtead of this; for the Aﬀair had not then 
a Parliamentary Inquiry into it. This Author 
tranſcribed it from a 
ll ). It is obſervable, that the Stream ran all one 

ay at this Time ; the poor Queen of Scots having 
not one Friend, or Advocate, either within Doors 
or without, that durſt endeavour to ſtem the 
Tide, or, openly, to ſay one Word in her Fa- 


vour, 


A Bill for Rites and Ceremonies in the Church, a page to the 


had been read in the Houſe three Times; when, on Commons, not to 
meddle with Re- 


ligious Matters. 


May the 22d, the Speaker declared to the Houſe, 
that it was her Majeſty's Pleaſure, that from hence- 
forth no Bills concerning Religion ſhould be pre- 
ferred, or received into this Houfe ; unleſs the ſame 
ſhould be firſt conſidered and approved by the 
Clergy. And further, that her Majeſty defired to 
ſee the two laſt, read in the Houſe, touching Rites 
and Ceremonies. On which, it was order'd, that 
the ſaid Bills ſhould be delivered to her, by ſuch 
Members as were of the Privy-Council. 

The next Day the Treaſurer of the Houſhold 
reported to the Houſe the Delivery of the two Bills 
of Rites and Ceremonies to her Majeſty ; together 
withthe humble Requeſt ofthis Houfe, moſt humbly 
to beſeech her Highneſs not to conceive ill Opini- 


on of this Houſe, if ſo it were that her Majeſty 
ſhould 


M 3 


6.0 Strype's Appendix, Vol. II. p. g, ad finer 


anuſcript in the Cotton Libra- 
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Qzeen Elizabeth. ſhould not like well of the ſaid- Bills, or of the Par. 


1573» 


ties that preferred them, And declared further, 
that her Majeſty ſeemed utterly to miſlike the 
firſt Bill, aha in that brou he the ſame into 
the Houſe; and that her Highneſs' expreſs Will and 
Pleaſure was, that no Preacher or Miniſter ſhould 
be impeached or indicted, or otherwiſe moleſted or 
troubled, as the Preamble of the ſaid Bill did pur. 
port; Adding theſe comfortable Words farther, that 
her Majeſty, as Defender of the Faith, will aid and 
maintain good Proteſtants to the diſcouraging 
all Papiſts.” | 

"The Buſineſs of the Queen of Scots and the un- 
fortunate Duke of Norfolk, having beep long 
canvaſſed by the Committees of both Houſes ; they 
at length agreed upon a joint Petition to the Queen, 
And, . 5 28th of her was at- 
tended by the ſaid Committees, who preſented her 

a Petition with Reaſons to prove, that it not only 
conſiſted with Juſtice, but- alſo with the Queen's 
Honour and bafety, to 17755 Criminally againſt 


the pretended Scottiſh Queen (/). 


On the ſame Day, as it ſeems, the Juurual tells 
us, That Mr. Treaſurer reported to the Houle, 
that he and certain others of the A r choſen 
by themſelves, did preſently come from her Majeſty; 
and that her Majeſty doch very thankfully accept 
the Good-Will and Zeal of this Houſe, in their 
Carefulneſs for her Majeſty's Safety and Preſervati- 
on; and that as her Maickty thinketh the Courſe 
choſen by this Houſe, and wherein the Lords have 

oined with this Houſe, to be the beſt and ſureſt 

ay for her Majeſty's Preſervation and Safety in- 
deed; yet her Highneſs for certain Reſpects by her- 
ſelf conceived, - thinketh good for this Time to de- 
fer, but not to reject that Courſe of Proceeding as 
yet; and in the mean Time, with all convenient 
Speed, togo forward in the great Matter againſt the 
Scottiſh Queen with a ſecond Bill, being the other 
Pot of the ſaid Choice heretofore offered to this 


1 Houſe. 


— 


4 See the Petition ane Reaſons i in D*Eqves's Journals, p. he 
et ſeg; 
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Houſe. And that her Majeſty minding in that Bill Qeen Elizabeth,” 

any Implication or Drawing of Words, not to "INNS 
have the Scottiſh Queen either enabled or diſabled. | 
to or from any Manner of Title to the Crown of 
this Realm, or any other Pile to the ſame what- 
ſoever touched at all, willeth that the Bill be tut 
drawn by her Learned Counſel, and by them pen- 

ned beſore the ſame be treated of or dealt in, in this 

Houſe. And that in the mean Time of bringing 

in of the ſaid Bill, this Houſe enter not into any 

or Arguments of that Matter. And that 

* her Majefty hath likewiſe * the ſame her like 

Neaſure unto the Lords of the Upper-Houſe, by 
ſome of the Committees of the fame Houſe, .“. 

The Commons came to a Reſolution on che 
Queſtion, Whether a Petition was to be drawn 
vp and preſented to her | Majeſty, for the ſpeed 
Execution of the Duke? Fhat the ſaid Petition 
ſhould be digeſted and put in Writing againſt the 
next Moming, and delivered to the Speaker to be 
preſented by him to the Queen. But two Days 
after, May 21, a Queftion was put for reſpiting * 
the ſaid Petition, and; it Was carried in the Affirma- 2 
tive... Becauſe, perhaps, her Majeſty will order it to 
de done ſooner of her own Accord than being preſ- 
ſed to it by the Houſe. And — 2 
laid But, however, the Bills and Remon- 

ces againſt the Queen of Scots, took no Effect 
till ſeueral Wears after. The Duke of Norfolk, 
however, fell a Sacrifice to the Jealouſies of the 
Times, being beheaded, as before obferv'd, whilſt 
this Parliament wag ſitting. | 1 

The Ceremonies at the Concluſion of this Seſſi- 
on are omitted, thro the Negligence of the-Clerks 
in both the Fournals.. And, we are only told, in 
thatof the Lords, That, on the goth Day of June 
the Queen came to the Houſe, when the Lord- 
Keeper, by her Command, prorogued this Parlia- 
ment to the Feaſt of All Saints, November 2d, 


ollowing. a 
— Hiſtory of this Reign, would 
be very conciſe, conſidering the;Duratian, of it, if 
4 we 
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Ryeen Elizabeth. we had no other Tradts to follow than what are 


1572· 


Regni 18 


1575. 


At Weſtminſter. 


ſhewn by the particular Hiſtorian of it, or our more 
general Hiſtories of England. © FI 

Mr. Camden takes little ar no Natice of the Pro- 
ceedings of any Parliament from this Period; but 
has contented himſelf in attending his Royal Mif. 
treſs throꝭ the various Foreign Confederacies, Wars, 
Marine-expeditions, and Love-affairs of her Reign, 
Indeed there neyer was a Time, when Parliaments 
met ſo ſeldom; and, it ſeems, as if this Heroic 
Queen meant to ſhew her Subjects, that ſhe could 
reign without their Aid and Aſſiſtance. For, 
from the Time of the laſt Prorogation, we meet 
with nathing like a Parliament till the eighteenth 
Year of this Reign. | 

The. Fournals of the Lords do not.expreſsly 
give us the Times of the ſeveral Prorogations, 
in this Interval; but only inform us, that on the 
8th Day of February, in the Year above mentioned, 
after various and ſundry Prorogations, the ſame Par- 
liament met to do Buſineſs (g). 

Being aſſembled, the Queen came not to the 
Houſe, becauſe this was no new Parliament; and 
the firſt Thing we find that was done by the Lords 
was ta read a Bill for the Reformation of Apparel. 
Mr, Camden takes Notice (5), that the Ver 
before this, the 2 had put out a Proclamation 
to ſtop the great Exceſs this modiſh Luxury had 


A Bill again then arrived to, Obſerving, that, to maintainthis 


* in Ap- Shining Vanity, a great Quantity of Money was 


ly carried out of the Land, to buy Silks and o- 
0. Feigen Fineries, to the — rar of the 
.Commonwealth, and the almoſt Ruin of ſeveral 
noble Familjes, who ftrove to vie with one another 
in this Kind of Extravagance. The Reader might 


obſerve, that ſeveral Sumptuary Laws, were made 


in different Reigns, to reſtrain this Vice ; and now 
the Queen's Proclamation being little regarded, 


t. Fel varias et diverſas Prorogations, Dias, Paocane 
b. 452. 4. 2574 


when a Bill for a Subſidy of two Fifteenths and 
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an Act of Parliament was deſigned to enforce the Queen Elizabeth. 
Obſervance, But this Way had as little Succefs 1375» 
25 the former, for tho” the Bill paſſed the Houſe of 
Lords, and was ſent down to the Commons, they 
neverreturned it. Probably, becauſean AR of this 
Nature might be an Hindrance to Trade; and, in- 
deed, if the Reſtraint of this Luxury was agreeable 
to the honeſt Politics of thoſe Times, it has been 
thought quite otherwiſe in ſome much later Reigns; 
when Equipages, Operas, Maſquerades, Dreſs, 

Vanities of all Sorts, were never ſo much encoura- 
ged. Whereby the Nobility and Gentry, exhauſt- 
ing their own tes, become more ſubſervient to, 
and dependent on, the Crown. 

On the ſame Day, Feb. 8th, Henry, Earl of 
Northumberland, younger Brother to the late Earl 
Thomas, beh at York, had a ſummons to Par- 
liament, and took his Place in the Houſe, with 
ſome other young Lordz, who, were introduced 
at the ſame Time, Amongſt whom was John 
Lord Stourton, called up by Writ; tho' the Attain- 
der of his Father, (who was executed in the laſt 
Reign for an infamous Murder) was only reverſed 
this Parliament. | | 

There is nothing remarkable elſe entered in the 
Lords Journals, till the 27th of this Month; 


Tenths were ſent up by the Commons; it paſſed 
the Houſe of Lords on the firſt of March. The — 
printed Statutes make this Grant three Fifteenths ” - 
and Tenths, beſides the Subſidy. There was, alſo, 
an Act for confirming a Grant of Six Shillings in 
— Pound, from the Clergy, to be paid in three 
ears. | 
But tho? the 7 of the Lords furniſh us with 
ſo little to the Purpoſe, thoſe of the Commons were 
never more copious, for ſo ſhort a Seſſion, as in this. 
In which are many Things very remarkable, relat- 
ing to the Liberties and Privileges of that Houſe. 
The Fournalift gives us a Speech made, the very 
firſt Day of this Seſſion, by Peter Wentworth, Eſq ; 
Member for the Borough of Tregony in OS 
a ; Wnic 
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Met” Ate which evidently ſhews that all the Cerniſb Mem- 


bers were not Courtiers in thoſe Days, The 
ech and the Canſequences of it are ag memora- 
as any Thing we have yet met with in the 

Courſe of theſe: Enquiries 3 and therefore needs no 

Introduction, nor any Excule forthe Length of it. 


. Spegher, 


+ Wentworth's 0 | God Written in a litale Volume theſe Words in 
Speech in behalf © I effect: „ Sweet is the Name of Liberty, but 
of the Liberties «© the Tbing itſelf a Value beyond all ineſtimable 


of the Houſe, 


© Treaſure,” go much the more it hehoyeth us 
< to take cars leſt we, contenting ourſelves with the 
* Sweetneſs of the Name, loſe and forego the 
Thing, being of the greateſt Value that can come 
* untethisnoble Realm. The ine ſtimable Treaſure 
< aa the Uſe of it in this Houſe; Aud therefore I 
* do thiak it needful to put yau in Remembrance, 
* that this Honourable Aſſemhly are aſſembled and 
come together hexe in this Place, ſor three ſpocial 
Cauſes of moſt weighity ani great Importance. 
he firſt and principal is to make and abrogate 
£ fuck Laws, as may be maſt for the Preſervation 
of our noble Sovereign. 5 a 
SF 
Ihe clan is to make or abrogate ſuch Laws as 
* may be to the chiefeſt Surety, Safe - kae ping, and 
Enriehment ofthis noble Realm of England. 80 
chat I da chink chat the Part i a faichſul - hearte 


Subject is, to do his Endeavour to remove all 


Stumhling · Blocks out. of the Way that may im- 


paix, ox any manner of way binder, tbeſe good and 


much gtieved me even of 


5 godly Cauſes af this ä was 
never of Parliament but the laſt, and the laſt 
Seſſion, at both which Times I ſaw the Liberty 
af freed the which js the oy Salve to heal 
— NEEED — wn 
_6 AT 1 1 , man 
4 Abeſena fers 2 — a bl 
very Conſcience and 
Loye to my Prince and State. Wherefase to 2 
void che like, I do think it expedient to apen the 


Com- 
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Commodities that grow to the Prince and whole Qyeeo Elizabet] 
«| {las 


State, by free Speech uſed in this Place; at the 
Fleaſt fo much as my ſimple Wit can gather of it, 
the which is very little in reſpect of that, that 
« wiſe Heads can ſay therein, and ſo it is of the 
more Force. „ 
© Firſt, All Matters that concern God's Honour, 
+ through free Speech ſhall be propagated here and 
* ſet forward, and all Things that do hinder it re- 
* moved, repulſed and taken away. _ : 
Next, There is nothing commodious, profita- 
© ble, or any way beneficial for the Prince or State, 
{but faithful and loying Subjects will offeritin this 
3. »_ . 
© Thirdly, All Things diſcommedious, perilous 
or hurtful to the Prince or State ſhall be prevent- 
* ed, eyen ſo much as ſeemeth good to our merci- 
ful God to put in our Minds, the which no 
doubt ſhall be ſufficient, if we do earneſtly call 


* * 


© upon him and fear him: For Solomon ſaith, T 


mon ſaith, The 
* Fear of God js the Beginning of Wiſdom. Wiſe. 


dm, ſaith he, breathath Life into 2 Children, 
* receiveth them that ſeek her, and will go beſide 
* them in the Way of Right 5: 80 that our 
Minds ſhall be directed to all good, necful, and 
* neceſſary Things, if we call upon God withfaith- 
ful Hearts, FV 
Fourthly, If the Envious do offer any Thi 
* hurtful or perilous to the Prince or Stats in this 
* Place, What Incommodity doth grow thereby? 
* Verily I think none, nay, will you haye me ta 
* fay ſimple Opinion therein, much Goc 


* cometh thereof; how forfooth ?-why by the Dar- 


* neſs of the Night the Brightneſs of the Sun ſhew- 
eth more excellent and clear, and how can Truth 
appear and conquer until Falſhood, and all Subtil- 
* ties that ſhould ſhadow and darken jt, be found out? 
for it is offered in this Place as a Piece of fine 
Needle- work to them that are moſt ſkilful there- 
in, for there cannot be a falſe Stich (God aiding 
* us) but will be found out. 
n | Fifthly, 


p37 . 


* 
. » 


—— 
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een Eirabech. © Fifthly, This Good cometh thereof, a wicked 
1575 „ Purpoſe may the eaſier be prevented when it is 
© known. | | 1 
Sixthly, An evil Man can do the leſs Harm 
© when it is known. | 
Seventhly, Sometime it happeneth that a good 
© Man will in this Place (for Argument Sake) pre- 
© fer an evil Cauſe, ' both for that he would have a 
£ doubtful Truth to be opened and manifeſted, and 
© alſo the Evil prevented; ſo that to this Point I 
c conclude, that in this Houſe, which is termed a 
Place of free Speech, there is nothing ſo neceſſary 
© forthe Preſervation of the Prince and State as free 
| Speech; and without this it is a Scorn and Mocke- 
© ry to call it aPafliament Houſe, forin Truth it is 
© none, but a very School of Flattery and Diſſi- 
© mulatjon ; and to a fit Place to ſerve the Devil 
© and his Angels in, and not to glorify God and 
© benefit the Common-wealth. 

_ * Now te the Impediments thereof, which, by 
© God's Grace and my little Experience, I will utter 
* plainly and faithfully, I will uſe the Words of 
© Elihu, Bebeld, I am as the new Wine which hath 


© 20 Vent, and burſteth the _— 0 in ſunder, 
thre I will fect tet 7m a Vent. I 
* will open my Lips, and make Anſwer, I will re- 
* gard uo Manner of Perſon, no Man will I ſpare, 
* for if I ſhould go about to preafe Men, F know nt 
6 how ſoon my Maker will tate me away : M 
Textis vehement; the which by God's Sufferance 
©] mean to obſerve, hoping therewith to offend 
none; for that of vety Juſtice, none ought to be 
© offended for ſeeking to do good and ſaying of the 
Truth. | 
© © Amongſt other, Mr. Speaker, Two Things 
do great Hurt in this Place, of the which I do 
© mean to ſpeak: The one is a Rumour which 
© runneth about the Houſe, and this it is, Take heed 
© what you do, the Queen's Majeſty liketh not ſuck 
© a Matter, whoſoever prefereth it, ſhe will be of- 
« fended with him; or the contrary, her _— 
11 | < Ike 
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t liketh of ſuch a Matter, whoſoever ſpeaketh a- Queen Elizabeth, 
« oainſt it, ſhe will be much offended with him. 578 
The other: Sometimes a Meſſage is brought 
into the Houſe, either of Commanting or Inki- 
« biting, very injurious to the Freedom of Speech 
and Conſultation. I would to God, Mr. Speaker, 
that theſe two were buried in Hell, I mean Ru- 
© mours. and Ne for wicked undoubtedly 
« they are, the Reaſon is, the Devil was the firſt 
Author of them, from whom proceedeth nothing 
© but Wickedneſs: Now I will ſet down Reaſons 
„ em mwicked... oo .. 
« Firſt, If we be in Hand with any Thing for 
. © the Advancement of God's Glory, were it not 
© wicked to ſay, the Queen liketh-not of it, or com- 
© mandeth that we ſhall not deal in it? Greatly 
« were theſe Speeches to her Majeſty's Diſhonour, 
© and an hard-O inion were it, Mr. Speaker, that 
© theſe Things ſhould enter into her Majeſty's 
Thought; much more wicked and unnatural 
© were it that her Majeſty ſhould like or command 
* any thing againſt God, or hurtful to herſelf and 
the State. The Lord grant this Thing may be 
far from her Majeſty's eart., Here this may be 
© obje&ted, that if the Queen's Majeſty ſhould have 
Intelligence of any thing perilous or beneficial to 
© her, Majeſty's Perſon or the State, would you 
© not have her Majeſty give Knowledge thereof in 
* this Houſe, whereby her Peril may be prevented, 
© and her Benefit provided for? God forbid, then, 
* were her Majeſty in worſe Caſe than any of her 
Subjects. And, in the Beginning of our Speech 
© I ſhewed it to be a ſpecial Cauſe of our Aſſem- 
bling, but my Intent is, That nothing ſhould be 
done to God's Diſhonour, to her Majeſty's Peril, 
or the Peril of the State. And therefore I will 
© ſhew the Inconvenlences that grow of theſe 
© two. 1 . | | 
© Firſt, If we follow not the Prince's Mind, Sa- 
* lomon ſaith, The King's Diſpleaſure is a Meſſenger of 
Death: This is a terrible Thing to weak Nature, 
* forwho is able to abide the fierce Countenance of 
© his 
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Ween Alizabeth, r nis Prince, but if we will diſcharge dur Conſcien: 


1575. 
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© ces, and be true to God, and Prifice and State, We 
© muſt hae due Cotifideration of the Place and the 
* Occaſioh of our coming together; and eſpecial}; 


* have Regard unto the atter herein we both 


© ſhall ſerve God, and our Prince and State faith. 
© fully; and not diflemblitig as Eye-Pleafers; and ſo 
juli avoid all Diſpleaſures both to God and our 
Feinde for Sole Yaith; In the Tay of the Righ- 
© tools there is Life; as for any other Way; it is 
© the Path' to h. So that to au did evetlaſt⸗ 
© ſtin _ an 1 with the Hi eh 
© and. t A in — 
© Cauſe _ghty Cod Fg woe poi d not according 
© to the . ind: And riow 1 will ſhew 
Cyou a Fs prove it perilous Aways to 
* Ellow the he Nec, No Mind. imes 
© falleth out, that a Prince may fab our a os 
© perfſous to himſelf and the whole State; What 
Gare we then if we follow the Pfindes Mind? Are 
e not unfaithful unto God, out” Prince and 
State? Ves, truly, we are choſen of 11455 dos 
© Realm, of a ſpecial” Truſt and Confidence by 
© thera repoled in us, to forſce all Iuch Fiat 
'niences: Then I will ſet down my Opinion 
© Herein, that is to lay, He that diff to her 
Mae: s Peril, is to be counted as i hateful Ene- 
for that be iveth unto her Mazeſty a deteſ- 
© ble Tadgs his Kiſs ; and he that contrarieth her 
Mind to her Preſervation, yea thou h her Maje- 


| * change would be much offended with him, is 15 * 


ged an approved Lover; fot faith 
ound of a Thor, faith Solomon, but 45 
125 F gre deceitful: Aud it js Wewer, 21 
© Antifthenes, to fall amongſt Ravens than amongſt 
©Flatterers, for Ravens d but dur the dead 
Corps, but Flatterers the Ting. And it is both 
« traitexous and. helliſh, through Flattery, to ſeek 


to devour our natural Prince, and that do Flat- 


Fs terers; therefore let them leave it. with Shame 
"c enough. * 
Now 


1 


N EN GLAN p. 


6 pros to 3 teat Matter that riſeth of this Queea Elizabeth 


217 77 hat is it forfooch! ?  What- 
** 1 chat ronounceſt it, FH doſt pro- 
Hound thy own Diſeredit. why, fo? for that 
thou toft ef Herb in thee to pronounce the 
prince to ee to the which we neither may 
„nor will b we ' ought. not without 
too manifeſt Proof to. credit any Diſhonour to 
gur ag l e we ou ht not without it to 


< thirk any Evil” but rather to hold 
him a Lia joked 1 — 3 he be of ; for the 
« Queen's Majeſty is the Head of the Law, and 
muſt of Nec maintain the Law, for by the 


0 „Ln her Majeſty is made juſtly our — and 
by it 1. 1 Hol chiefly m rained: Hereunto 


e 5 ords of Bratton ( i) 
© wh6 eg e Ring hath no Peer nor. Equal in his 
4 Ringtem > Me hath no Equal; for etherwiſe he 


© right loſe His! [Authority 705 of ' Commanding, 
*{mce. that an aw, hath no Power of Com- 
© mandinerit over ual,” The Kin; ing ng ought 
© hot to be Under Man, but under God, and under 
* the Taw Keg rr the Law maketh. bim a King. 
Let the King > ore attribute that to the Law, 
© whichthe ro ahi unto him, that i is, Do- 
0 mitnloti Ari Pans; for be i 18 nat a Ring in whom 
© Will and hot the, Law 775 e ind therefore 
« he ought to; BY under Law. ou Kine 
the Reaſgh why Authority 5 Nhe Ki 
4 455 hit to be Ely 1285 for, faith he, 5 5 
s Vicggertit upon Earth; that is, his Liey- 
4 ae recutè and do his Wil, the which is 
Law or Juſtice, and dee was her Majeſty 
"©fiworti at her Cotonation AS 'T have heard learned 
Men in this Place ſun y Times affirm; unto 
the which T doubt not but "her Ma; jelty will, for 
'V * her Honour and Conlcience Sake, have Special 
Regard; for free Speech and Conſtience in this 
© Place are granted by a aks Law, as that with- 
8 our! the'w ich the rincè and 1 e be pbe- 
. ſerve 


— 


(i) Bracton de Legibus Augliæ, Lib. i. chap. 7. 
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Queen Elixabeth, “ ſerved or maintained. So that I would wiſh, * 
1575. | 


© very, Man that feareth God, regardeth the Prin- 
+ 6s Homo br effecincth in own Credit, to fer 
< atall T'imes hereafter to pronounce any ſuch hor. 
* rible Speeches, ſo much to the Prince's Diſhonour; 
* for in fo doing he ſlieweth himſelf an open Enc- 
© my to her Majeſty; and fo worthy to be contemn- 
ed of alf faithful Hearts. Yet there is another 
© Incohventhce that riſethof this wicked Rumour: 
© The Utterers thereof ſeem fo put into our Heads, 
© That the Queen's Majeſty hath conceived an 
© evil Opinion Diffidence and Miſtruff im us ber 
© faithful and loving Subjecks ; for if ſhe had not, 
© her Majeſty would then wiſh that all the Things 
dangerous to herſelf ſhould be laid open before us, 
< afſuring herſelf, 8 loving Subjects, as we are; 
* would, without Schooling and Direction, with 
© careful Minds to dur Powers; preveht and with- 
© ſtand all Perils that might happen unto Hef Ma- 
jeſty. And this Opĩnĩon I doubt fot but her Ma- 
© jeſty hath conceived of us, for undoubtedly there 
was never Prince that had faithfulles Hearts than 
© her Majeſty hath here; 2 ſurely fhere were 
< rievet Subjects had more Cauſe heartily to love 
< their Prince fot her quiet Government than we 
have. So that he that raiſeth this Rumour, {till 


* encreaſeth but Diſeredit in ſeeking to. ſow Sediti- 


on as much as lieth in him, between our merciful 
Queen and us her moſt loving and faithful Sub- 
« jects, the which by God's Grace ſhall never lie in 
© his Power, let him ſpit out all his Venome, and 
< therewithal ſhew out his malicious Heart, yet 
© have collected ſundry Reaſons to prove this 2 
© hateful and a deteſtable Rumour, and the Utter- 
© er thereof to beavery Fudas to our noble Queen; 

© therefore let any hereafter take heed how he pub- 

© liſh it, for as a very 5 unto her Majeſty, and 

© an Enemy to the whole State, ws Cake to ac- 

* cept him. l 

Now the other was a Meſſage, Mr. Speaker, 

© brought the laſt Seſſion into the Houſe, that we 


* ſhould not deal in any Matters of Religion, — 


8 * * oY 1 1 — mg ng A nn nn 
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« rſt io receive from the Biſhops : Surely this was Queen Eligabeth? 
« adoleful Meſſage, forit was as much as to ſay, Birs, 1575. 


« ye ſhall not deal in God's Cauſes, no, ye thall in 
nowiſo ſeek to advance his Glory, and in Recom- 
© pence of your: Unkindnefs, God in his "Wrath 
(will look upon our Doings; that the chief Cauſe 
© that A led t te: for, the which is the 
( N eaten of your Prince, ſhall have no 
$ Succeſs: If ſome one of this Houſe had pr 
© ly made this Inte retation of this ſaid Meffa 
has he not ſeemed to have the Spirit PLD 

? Yet truly I aſſure you, Mr. Speaker, there 

ey Y 
« were divers of this Houle that ſaid with grievous 

„Hearts, immediately | upon the Meſſage, that 
© God of his Juſtice could not proſper the Seffion; 
and let it be holden for à Principle, Mr. Speaker, 

« that Council that cometh not together in God's 

Name, cannot proſper; for God faith, Where 
tu er thres- are gathered together in bis Ne 
«© there am I in the midſt among them. Well, 
* exen the great and mig bey God, whoſe Name i is 
*the Lord of Hoſts n Counſel, and infinite 
ein Thought, 2 n the only good Director 

( of all Hearts, was the laſt Seffion ſhut out of 
Doors: But what fell out of it forfooth? His 

Indignation was therefore poured upon this 
ouſe, for he did put into the Queen's May's 
— refuſe good and wholeſome ws for 
her own Preſervation: the which kd 
faithful Hearts for Grief to burſt out with 8 
| „ful Tears, and moved all Papiſts, - Praitors' to 
| « Godand | her Majeſty, who envy good Chriftian 
| * Goyernment, in their Sleeveg- to laugh all the 
* whole Parſiament-Nouſe to Scorn : And ſhall I 


| * paſs over this weighty Matter fo fligh 1 Nay, 
will diſcharge my Conſcience and Bs 
i 00, my Prince, and Country. 80 certain i bs, 
Mr. Speaker, that none is without Fault, no not 
« our nobis Queen; ith then her - Majeſty hath 


, comin gi great F. ault, yea dangerous Pa aults to 


22 
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Queen Elisabeth. Love, even perfect Love void of 8 


1575 © will not ſuffer me to hide them, to her Maj 
© Peril, but to utter them to bar May's Sy 
© And thefe-they are, it is a dangerous 
Prince unki y to abuſe his or her Nobility and 
t People, and it is a dangerous * er 
poſe or bend herſelf againſt her Nobility and 
fy yea againſt moſt loving and faithful No- 
< bility — People. And how eduld any Prince 
. © more unkindly i intreat, abuſe, oppoſe herſelf . 
© gainſt her Nobility, and People, than her Maj 
did the laſt Parliament? Did ſhe not call it « 
« * Purpoſe. to prevent traiterous Perils to her Perſon 
and for no other Cauſe? Did not her Maj 
* ſend unto us two Bills, willing us to make choice 
© of that we liked beſt for her ety, and thereof 
eto make a Law, promiſing her Majeſty's 
© Conſent thereunto? And. did we not firſt chu 
© the one, and her Majeſty refuſed it; yielding no 
© Reaſon, nay, yielding great - Reaſons. why ſte 
* ought: to have yielded to it ? Vet did we never 
C ge: receive the other, and agreeing to mate 
* a Law thereof, Did not her Majeſty in the Ent 
0 « refuſe. all our Travels? And did not we, he: 
jeſty's faithful Nobility and Subjects, pliink 
Tas, openly ry phat ourſelves unto her ow? 
< and our hateful Enemies; and hath not ber 
« jeſty. left us all open to their Revenge? Is thi: 
© juſt Recompence in our Chriſtian Queen for ou 
« Kithful Dealings? The Heathen do requite Goo 
* * for or gens Then how much more is it to be ei. 
EN A Chriſtian Prince? And will: not ili. 
, By ay 's Handling think you, Mr. Speake; 
: © make cold ealing in any of her Majcty' 5 
< jects toward her — 1.6 I fear it will. 
K it not cauſed many think you, M 
0 — 2 — to ſeek a Sabre for 2 Head that the 
- © have. broken? I fear it hath, and many mor 
will, do the like, if it be not prevented in Tim: 
And hath it not marvellouſly rejoiced and encor 
< raged the hollow Hearts of her Majeſty's hatefi 
” Enemies * traiterous Subjects? N, 1 - 
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« it hath And I beſeech God that her Majeſty Qeen Elizabeth, 
« may do all Things that may grieve the Hearts of #577 
© her Enemies, and may joy the Hearts that un- 
s feignedly love her Majeſty : And. I beſeech the 
t fame God to endue her Majeſty with his Wiſdom, 
whereby ſhe may diſcern faithful Advice from 
« traiterous ſugared Speeches, and to fend her Ma- 
c jeſty a melting yielding Heart unto ſound Coun- 
« ſel, that Will may not ftand for a Reaſon: And 
« then her Majeſty will ſtand when her Enemies 
« are fallen, for no Eſtate can ſtand where the 
« Prince will not be governed by Advice. And I 
doubt not but that ſome of her Majeſty's Coun- 
« cil have dealt plainly and faithfully with her Ma- 
0 jefy herein; if any have, let it be a ſure Token 
« to her 4 to know them for approved Sub- 
jects; and. whatſoever they be that did perſuade 
„ber Majeſty ſo unkindly to intreat, abuſe, and 
« to oppoſe herſelf againſt her Nobility and People, 
« or commend her Majeſty for ſo doing, let it be 
a ſure Token to her Majeſty to know. them for 
« ſure Traitors and Underminers of her Majeſty's 
„Lie, and remove them out of her Majeſty's 
«© Preſence and Favour ; for the more cunning they 
+ are, the more dangerous are they unto her Ma- 
c jeſty. But was this all? No, for God would 
not vouchſafe that his Holy Spirit ſhould all that 
« Seflion deſcend upon our Biſhops; ſo that in that 
* Seffion nothing was done to the Advancement of 
his Glory. I Rave heard of old Parliament-Men, 
that the Baniſhment of the Pope and Popery, and 
the Reſtoring of true Religion had their Be- 
* ginning from this Houſe, and: not from the Bi- 
* ſhops; and I have heard that few. Laws for Religi- 
© on had their Foundation from them; and I do 
| ſurely think, before God I ſpeak. it, that the Bi- 
yp were the Cauſe of that,doleful Meſſage, 
and I will ſhew you what moveth me ſo to think. 
Jas, amongſt others, the laſt Parliament, fept 
* unto the Biſhop of Canterbury, for the Axtieles 
* of Religion that then paſſed this Houſe, He aſked 
us, Why we did put * of the Book the Articles 
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4 4 for the Homilies, Co ting of Biſhops, and 


©fuch like? Surely, Sir, 41. betauſe we were 
* ſs occupied In 27.5 Matters, that we hat no 
Time to exantine them how they agreed with the 
0 „Ward of God. What, ſaid he, furety you mi- 
95 the Matter, 2 you u will refer wo outſelves whol- 
eter No, by the Faith T bear to 

I, we will ey nothing before we un. 

a it is; for that were but to make 

det; make you Poel whis 15 oe for 

© «ex 27 5 u none. And ſure, Mr Speaks 
EI 1 me to be 2 P00 LR peech, 
. dur Biſhops do nge this oft of the 


ons Utito A ih 3. * 


a TY c ſtir 
ow”. bout and not to bor 
. 780565 Peg for wiki therein às they do; hit 


thy "News, they & but Kick agalnf 
2 f unde i of both have, and 


od will een Truch, mavgre 
f them and all his Enemies, for gteit 
Me 5 he To, and it will prebaif: And to f 
_ Tach, bis an CE bes think that Outs 
it is tied only to them ; f6t the Heavenly Spi- 
cf kn, Fog Fir ee the 25 . r 1 and 10 
oufneſs "thereof, 5 
* ing temporal) Ar be given ole This W 
© wete not ſpgken to the en * . 
* Phong the Writ, Mr. Speaker, are called 
up oy, bo Cty . ſo that 
© 6ur Commiſſion both from God; and our Prince, 
js to deal in God's Cauſes: Therefore the accept 
© ting of ſuch M , and takin * in good 


«Part, doch Highly end God, nd js the A 
reach 


tion of the of the Liberties of this 

"© hourable Council; for is it not all one Thing 
© ſay, Sirs, you ſhall deal i in ſuch Matters only, 
© roy, vou ſhall not deal in fuch Matters? and 
© fo: M to have Fools and Flatrerers in 


* Houſe, as Men of Wiſdom, grave Judgmen 
4 faithful Hearts, and fincere Conſciences; ke 


“bei tit ſhall do, ve thei 
ing taught what they 0 * * 
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«£ Conſents as well as the others: Well, He that Queen Elizabeth, 
« hath an Office, ſaith St. Paul, let him wait an hi: 7s. 
+ Office, or give diligent Attendance upon his Qf- 
* ace, It is a great and ſpecial Part of our Duty 
© and Office, . Speaker, to maintain the Free- 
dom of Conſultation and Speech; for by this, 
good Luis that do ſet forth God's Glory, and for 
the Preſervation of the Prince and State are made; 
« St, Paul in the ſame Place ſaith, Hate that which 
it evil, clegve unto that which is gad. Then 
© with St. Paul, I do adviſe you all here preſent, 
« yea, and heartily and earneſtly deſire you from 
the Bottom of your Hearts, to hate all Meſſen- 
| * gers, Tale-Carriers, or any other Thing what- 
| © ſoever it be that any manner of way infringes 
| the Liberties of this Honourable Council; yea, 
| hate it or them as venemous and Poiſon unto our 
| © Common-Wealth, for they are venemous Beaſts 
© that do uſe it; therefore 1 ſay _ and again, 
| Hate that which is evil, and cleave wnto that 
*which is good; and this, being loving and faithful 
| © hearted, I do with to be conceived in Fear of 
| God, and of Love to our Prince and State; for 
| we are incorporated into this Place, to ſerve God 
* and all Zxglazd, and not to be Time-Servers, as 
| © Humour-feeders, as Cancers that would pierce the 
| Bone, or as Flatterers that would fain beguile all 
| * the World, and fo worthy to be condemned both 
| of God and Man; but let us ſhew -ourſelves a 
* People endued with Faith, I mean with a lively 
Faith, that bringeth forth good Works, and not 
: * as dead. And theſe good Works I wiſh to break 
| forth in this Sort, not only in heting the Enemies 
* before-ſpoken againſt, but alſo in open reproving - 
them as Enemies to God, our Prince and State 
* that do uſe them, for they are ſo, Therefore I 
* would have none ſpared or forborn that ſhall 
from henceforth offend herein, of what 
* ſoever he be, for the higher Place he hath, the 
more Harm he may do; therefore if he will not 
* eſchew Offences, the higher I wiſh him , 
A ſpeak chis in Charity, Mr. Speaker, for it is bet- 
a N 3 : | 6 ter 
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Queen Elizadeth, ter that one ſhould be hanged, than that this No. 
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ble State ſhould be ſubverted ; well, I pray God 
©with all my Heart, to turn the Hearts of 20 the 
Enemies of our Prince and State, and to forgive 
© them that wherein they have offended, yea, and 
© to give them Grace to offend therein no more; 
© even'ſo I do heartily beſeech God to forgive us 
© for holding our Peace when we have heard any 
© Injury offered to this Honourable Council; for 
* ſurely it is no ſmall Offence, Mr. Speaker, for 
we offend therein againſt God, our Prince and 
State, and abuſe the — by them repoſed 
in us. Wherefore God for his great Mercies 
Sake, grant that we may from henceforth ſhew 
* ourſelves neither Baſtards nor Daſtards therein, 
© but that, as rightly-begotten Children, we may 
* ſharply and boldly reprove God's Enemies, out 
© Prince's, and State's; and fo ſhall every one of us 
© diſcharge our Duties in this our High-Offce, 
© wherein he hath placed us, and ſhew ourſelves 
© Haters of Evil, and Cleavers to that that is good, 
* to the ſetting forth of God's Glory and Honour, 
© and to the Preſervation of our Noble Queen and 
Common- Wealth; for theſe are the Marks that 
© we ought only in this Place to ſhoot at. I am 
thus earneſt, I take God to witneſs, for Conſcience 
Sake, Love unto my Prince and Common- 
Wealth, and for the Advancement of Ju- 
« ſtice; for Juſtice, faith an Antient Eather, is the 
Prince of all Virtues, yea, — Jeſt 7 and faithful 
© Guard o 74 2 s Life, for mpires, Ning. 
E 


c = ple, and Galle * . d, the 


it be — away, the So 

g endure. And a King, (|: Ga — that 
6 fel in the Throne of Judgment, and looketh well 
© about him, chaſeth away all Evil: In the which 


0 State and Throne, God for his great Mercies Sake 


© grant that our Noble Queen may be hearti- 
vigilant and watchful; for ſurely there was a 
«HA Fault committed both in the laſt Parlia- 
© ment, and ſince alſo that was, as faithful Hearts 
* as any were unto the Prince and State, .* 
mo 


( 
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moſt Diſpleaſure, the which is but an hard Point Ween Elizabeth, 
in Policy, to encourage the Enemy, to diſcourage 375. 
the faithful-hearted, who of fervent Love can- 
not diſſemble, but follow the Rule of St. Paul, 
- who ſaith, Let Love be without Diſſimulation. 
Now to another great Fault I found the laſt 

« Parliament, committed by ſome of this Houſe alſo, 
© the which, I would deſire of them all, might be 
© left; I have ſeen right good Men in other Cau- 
c ſes, although I did diſlike them in that Doing, fit 
ein an evil Matter againſt which they had moſt - 
«© earneſtly ſpoken; I muſed at it, and aſked what 
© it meant, for I do think it a ſhameful Thing to 
«© ſerve God, their Prince or Country, with the 
Tongue only, and not with the Heart and Body, 
©] was anſwered that it was a common Policy in 
© this Houſe, to mark the beſt Sort of the ſame, 
© andeither to fit or ariſe with them; that ſame 
© common Policy, I would gladly have baniſhed 
this Houſe, hk grafted in the Stead thereof 
either to riſe or fit as the Matter giveth Cauſe: 
© For the Eyes of the Lord behold all the Earth, to 
© ftrengthen all the Hearts of them that are whole with 
him. Theſe be God's own Words, mark them 
© well, I heartily beſeech you all; for God will 
not receive Half-part, he will have the Whole. 
* And again, he miſliked theſe two-faced Gentle- 
* men, and here be many Eyes that will to their 
great Shame behold their double Dealing that uſe 
it. Thus J have holden you long with my rude 
Speech; the which ſince it tendeth wholly with 
© pure Conſcience to ſeek the Advancement of 
God's Glory, our Honourable Sovereign's Safety, 

and to the fare Defence of this noble Ile of Eng- 
* land, and all by maintaining of the Liberties of 
* this Honourable Council, the Fountain - from 
* whence all theſe do ſpring ; my humble and hear- 

© ty Suit unto you all is, to accept my Good Will, 
and that this that I have here ſpoken out of Con- 

© ſcience and great Zeal unto my Prince and State 
may not be buried in the Pit of Oblivion, and ſa 
* no Good come thereof.” 
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Queen Elizabeth, Upon this Speech, the Houſe out of u feyerent 
15755 Regard of her Majeſty's Honour, ſtopped his 
further Proceeding before he had fully finiſhed. 

The Meflage Mr. Wentworth meant and intended 

was that which was ſent by her Maj to the 

Houſe of Commons, in the Fourteenth Year of her 

Reign, upon the 28th Day of May, by Sir Franci 

Knolks Kt. inhibiting them, for a certain Time to 

treat or deal in the Matter touching the Secotti/h 


Queen.” ; 
Mr. Wentworth Mr. Wentworth bei f ſequeſired the Houſe 
—— _ for his ſaid Speech, it was and or. 


dered by the Houſe upon the Queſtion (after ſun- 
dry Motions and Diſputations had therein] that he 
ſhould be preſently committed to the -Sexjeatit's 
Ward as Priſoner; and ſo remaining, ſhould be ex- 
amined upon his ſaid Speech, for the extthuating 
of his Fault therein, by a Committee eonliſting of 
all the Privy-Council being of this Houſe, and o- 


his Speech, 


Next follows Mr. Wentws#th's own Account of 
his Examination, before the Committee, as ſoi- 
lows: azo; bo ; 

8 2 i M/ HERE is !ybur late 
— 3 — W Speech you promiſed 
mine him there- © tq deliver in Writing? 
upon, 


o 


Wentworth. Here it is, and I deliver it upon 
c two Conditions: The firſt is, That you ſhall 
« peruſe it all, and if you can find any Want of 
« Good-Will to my Prince and State in any Part 
< thereof, let me anſwer all as if I had uttered all. 
The fecond is, That you ſhall deliver it unto the 
< Queen's Majeſty; if her Majeſty, or you'of her 
_ © Privy-Council, can find any Want of Love to 
c her jelly; or the State therein alſo; let me an- 
_< ſwerit?! * nne 
Cm. We will deal with no more than you 
uttered in the Houſe,” #1 bu 
Nm. © Your Honouts cannot refuſe to deliver 
it to her Majeſty, for I do fend it to her e 
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5 ax my Heart and Mind, it will do her Queen Plizadeth. 
« Majeſty good; it will hurt av an but myſelf. — 75. 

« Com. © Seeing your Deſire is to have us deliver 
« it to her Majeſty; we will deliver it.” 


— I humbly require your Honours ſo to 
"Then the Speech being read, they ſaid, 


Cm. Here you have uttered certain R 
© of the Queen's Majeſty : Where and of 
© heard you them 

Wnt. If your Honours aſk me as Counſellors 
© to her Majeſty, you 1thall pardon me; I will 
© make you-mo Anſwer : 1 will do no ſuch Injury 
© to the Place from whence I came; for I am 
now no private Perſon, I am a publick, and a 
©CounfeHor to the whole State, in that Place, 
© where it is lawful ſor me to ſpeak my Mind free- 
«ly; and not for you, as Counſellors, to call me to 
© Account KM thing chat I do ſpeak in the 

* Houſe; and therefore it you ask me as — 


* tors to her Majefty, you ſhall pardon me, I will 
take no Anfwer, but if you aſk me as Commit- 


tees from the Hou, I will make you the beſt 


© Anſwer I can. 


Com, We aſk you as Committees from the 
© Houſe.” 

Wert. I will then anſwer you; and the wil- 
71 — will be in ſome Part 
o imperfect as of Neceflity it muſt be. Your 
© Queſtion conſiſteth of theſe two Points, Where 
and of whom I heard thefe Rumours? The 
Place where I heard them was the Parljament- 
1 but of whom, I allure you, I cannot 

tell. 
| Com. © This is no. Anfwer to ſay, you cannot 
b = of — neither will we take it for any. 
| ent. Tru Honours muſt take 
dit for an He 6 api I can make you no 


v# 1 — | 
| © Belike yo u have heard ſome Speeches 
in * Toon, o n hehe 
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Queen Elizabeth. © lipion and Succeflion ; you are loth to utter of 


© whom, and did uſe Speeches thereupon.” 

Went. I aſſure your Honours I can ſhew you 
© that Speech at my own Houſe, written with my 
Hand two or three Years ago. So that you may 
© thereby judge, that I did not ſpeake it of any 
© thing that I heard ſince I came to Town,” 
Can. © You have anſwered that, but where 
© hegrd you it then?” . | | 

Went. If your Honours do think I ſpeak for 
© Excuſe-Sake, let this ſatisfy. you: I proteſt be. 
© fore the living God I cannot tell of whom I heard 
< theſe Rumours; yet do verily think that I heard 
them of a Bundredor two in tae Houſe, 

Com. Then of ſo many 8 can name ſome. 

Went. No ſurely, becauſe it was ſo general a 
Speech, I marked none; neither do Men mark 
< Speakers commonly when they be general: And 
© I affure you if I could tell, I would. not. For ! 
will never utter any thing told me, to the Hurtof 
any Man, when I am not enforced thereunto, 
© as in this Caſe I may chuſe. . Yet I would deal 
< plainly with you, for I would tell your Honours 
© ſo, and if your Honours do not credit me, I will 
voluntarily take an Oath, if you offer me a Book, 
© that I cannot tell of whom I heard thoſe Ru- 
© mours. But if you offer me an Oath of gout 
Authorities, I will refuſe it; becauſe I will do 
© nothing to infringe the Liberties of the Houſe, 
But what need I to uſe theſe Speeches? I will gi 
you an Inftance, whereupon I heard theſe Ru- 
< mours to your Satisfying, even ſuch a one, as if 
© you will ſpeak the Truth, you ſhall confeſs, that 
vou heard the ſame as well as I. N 
Cam. In ſo doing we will be ſatisfied: What 
is that? | | | 
- Went. The laſt Parliament [by which it may 

© beconceived he meant and intended that Parlia- 
© ment in An. 13 Regine Eliz.] he that is now 
© Speaker [ viz; Robert Bell, Eſq); who was allo 
Speaker in the firſt Seſſion of this preſent Parln- 
- © ment in An. 14 Regine ejuſdem] uttered = 


V 
0 
} 
d 


good Speech for the calling in of. certain Licen- Queen Elizabeth, 
1575. 


ces granted to four Courtiers, to the utter Undo- 


$ ing of ſix or eight thouſand of the Queen's Maje- 


* ſty's Subjects. This Speech was ſo diſliked of 
$ ſome of the Council, that he was ſent for; and fo 
hardly dealt with, that he came into the Houſe 
« with ſuch an amazed Countenance, that.it daun- 


« ted all the Houſe in ſuch Sort, that for ten, twelve, 


© or ſixteen Days, there was not one in the Houſe 
that durſt deal in any Matter of Importance. 
© And in thoſe ſimple Matters that they dealt in, 
© they ſpent more Words and Time in their Pre- 
« amble, requiring that they might not be miſtaken, 
© than they did in the Matter they ſpake unto, 


This Inconvenience grew unto the Houſe by the 


Councils hard handling of the ſaid good Mem- 
© ber, whereupon this Rumour grew in the Houſe. 
© Sirs, you may not ſpeak againſt Licences, the Queen's 
« Majeſly will be angry, the Privy-Counci] too 
© will be angry; and this Rumour I ſuppoſe there 
© is not one of you here but heard jt as well as J. 
© I beſeech your Honours diſcharge your Conſci- 
© ences herein as I do. | | el? 
Com. * We heard it we confeſs, and you have 
© ſatisfied us in this; But how ſay you to the hard 
© Interpretation you made of the Meſſage that was 
* ſent into the Houſe ?? [The Words were reci- 
ted.] We aſſure you We never heard a harder In- 
* terpretation of a Meſſage. ; 
Went, * I beſeech your Honours, firſt, was 
* there not ſuch a Meſſage ſent unto the Houſe ?? 
Com. We grant that there was.“ | 
Went. * Then I truſt you will bear me Record 
that I made it not; and I anſwer you that ſo hard 
*a Meſſage could not have too hard an Interpre- 
* tation made by the wiſeſt Man in England. For, 
* can there by any poſſible Means be ſent a harder 
* Meſſage to a Council gathered together to ſerve 
God, than to ſay, You ſhall not ſeek to advance 
* the Glory of God? I am of this Opinion that 
. there cannot be a more wicked Meſſage than it 
m_ 25 
Com. 
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Com. Tou may not ſpeak againſt Meſſages, 
© for none ſendeth them but the Queen's Maj by, 


 . Went. If the Meſſage be againſt the Glory of 


God, againſt the Prince's Safety, or againſt the 
© Liberty of this gan Bet > ow the 
© State is maintained, I neither may nor will hold 
© my Peace, (I cannot in fo doing diſcharge my 
£ Conſcience) whoſoever doth ſend it. And I ſay, 
© that I heartily repent me, for that I have hither- 
to held my Peace in theſe Cauſes; and I do pro- 
c miſe you all, if God forſake me not, that I will 
< never, during Lite, hold my Tongue, if any 
£ Meflage is ſent, wherein God is diſhonoured, the 
£ Prince periled, or the Liberties of the Parlia- 
ment impeached; and every one of you here 
< preſent ought to repent you of theſe Faults, and 
© to amend them. 1 
Com. It is no new Precedent to have the 
Prince to ſend Meſſages. ; | 
[Then were two or three Meſſages recited, ſent 
by — or _— the =o, let 
Nen. Sirs, faid I, do evil to 
< Precedents in this Order. W alledge 
good Precedents to comfort and embolden Men 
in Good Doing, and evil Precedents to diſcou- 
© rage and terrify Men to do Evil.” 
Com. But what meant you to make fo hard 
Interpretation of Meflages ? * | 
Went. < Surely I marvel what you mean by 
© aſking this ion. Have I not ſaid, ſo hard a 
Meſſage could not have too hard an Interpreta- 
© tion; and have T not ſet down the Reaſon that 
© moved me in my Speech, that is to ſay, that for 
-< the Receiving and Accepting that Meſſage, God 
has poured ſo Indignation upon us, that he 
put into the Gs Majeſty's eart to refuſe 
good and wholeſome Laws for her own Prefer- 
vation; which -cauſed — loving and faithful 
© Hearts, for Grief, to burſt out with ſorrowfv! 


Tears; and moved all Papifts, Traitors to God, 
do her Majeſty, and to every good Chriſtian Go- 
© yerqument, in their Sleeves to laugh the _ 
: Par- 
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parliamemt-Houſe to ſcorn. Have I not thus Ween 


fad? and do hot your Honours think it did ſo? ? 
m. Fes truly. But how durſt you fay 
that the Queen's Majeſty had unkindly abuſed 
« herſelf againſt the Nobili and People? 
— beſeech your aurs, tell me how 
* can ſtretch ole Words of her unkind- 
22 Nobile 10d ple? Can you apply 
tem any further than I have applied them, that 
is to ſay, in that her Majeſly called the Partia- 
ment purpoſe to prevent traiterous Perils to her 
ba, 7 Fa "rr Cauſe; and in that her 
did fend unto us two Bills, willing us to 
he our Choice of that we hked beſt for her Ma- 
* ;efty's Safety, and thereof to make a Law promi- 
{mg her Royal Conſent thereunto; and did we 
not firſt chuſe the one, and her Majeſty refuſed 
© it? yer did not we nevertheleſs receive the o- 
ther? and agreeing to make a Law thereof, did 
© not her Majeſty, in the End, refuſe all our Tra- 
„rels? And did not the Lord-Keeper, in ker 
© Majeſty's Preſence, in the Beginning of the Par- 
© Hament, ſhew this to be the ton that we 
© were called E And did not her 
in the End of the Parliament, refuſe all our Tra- 
* vels? Is not this known to all here preſent, and 
to all the Parliament -Houſe alſo? I beſeech 
your Honours dif your Conſciences herein, 
and utter your Know ſumply as I do; for in 
Truth herein her Majeſty did Aae her Nobility 


1 and did oppoſe en 


we cannot 7 u 
0 the Truth, 5 : 1 * 
em. Then I beſeech your Honours ſhew 
me if it were not a dangerous Doing to ber Ma- 
* jeſty intheſe two Reſpects. Firſt, in weakening, 
on mr are the Hearts of her 
ſty's 12 and faithful Subjects, thereby to 
make them the leſs able or ——— and 
0 — to ſerve her Majeſty, another Time. 
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© Queen Rliaabeth © On the other Side, was it not a Ralſing- up and 


Encouraging the Hearts of her Majeſty's hateful 
Enemies to adventure any deſperate Enterprize to 
© her Macy Peril and ger? 

Com. We cannot deny but that it was very 

a 2 to her Majeſty in thoſe Reſpects. 
| ent. Then why do your Honours ask how 
© dare tell a Truth, to give the Queen's Majefty 
© Warning to avoid her BIN lids, 
- © |. anſwer you thus, I do thank the Lord my 
God, that I never found Fear in myſelf to give 
the Queen's Majeſty Warning to avoid her Dan- 
« ger; be you all afraid thereof if you will, for I 
© praiſe God I am not, and J hope never to lide to 
< ſee that Day; and 1 will aſſure your Ho- 
nour, that twenty Times and more, when [ 
© walked in my Grounds revolving this Speech to 
prepare againſt this Day, my own fearful Conceit 
did fay unto me, That this Speech would carry 
© me to the Place whither I ſhall now: go, and 
Fear would have moved me to have put it out: 
© then'I weighed whether in Conſcience, and 
the Duty of a faithful Subject, I might keeep my- 
ſelf out of Priſon, and not to warn my Prince from 
walking in a dangerous Courſe; my Conſcience 
ſaid unto me, That I could not be a faithſul Sub- 
ject, if I did more reſpect to avoid my own Dan- 
ger than my Princes Danger. Herewithal 1 
vas made bold, and went forward as your Ho- 
'© nours heard; yet when I uttered thoſe Words in 
"© the Houſe, That there was none without Fault 
no not our noble Queen; I pauſed and beheld all 

© your Countenances, and ſaw plainly, that thoſe 
+ Words did amaze you all; then was afraid 
< with you for company, and Fear bade me to put 
© out thoſe Words that followed, for your Counte- 
* nances did aſſure me, that not one of you would 
- * ſtay me of my Journey; yet the Conſideration 
of a good Conſcience, and of a faithful Subject, 
did make me bold to utter it in ſuch Sort as your 
© Honours heard; with this Heart and Mind I ſpake 
it, and I praiſe God for it, and if it were to do 

J „again 
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( again I would with the ſame Mind ſpeak it again, Queen EI. 


m. © Yea, but you might have uttered it in 
better Terms; did you ee 
Went. Would you have me to have done as 
© you of her Majefty's Privy-Council do, to utter 
« 2 weighty Matter in ſuch Terms as ſhe ſhould 
© not have underſtood ? To have made a Fault, then 
« jt would have done her Majeſty no good, and 
© my Intent was to do her good,” 1 
Com. Lou have anſwered us.” 4 

Went. Then I praiſe God for it; and, as I 
made a Courteſie, Mr. Sectford ſpake theſe Words. 
Cm. Mr. Wentworth will never acknowledge 
© himſelf to make a Fault, nor ſay, that he is for 
„for any Thing that he doth ſpeak; you ſhall 
hear none of theſe Things come out of his 
„Mouth.“ 9 8 | 


\- Went, Mr. Seckford, I will never confeſs that 


© to be a Fault, to love the Queen's Majeſty, while 
© I live; neither will I be ſorry. for giving her Ma- 
jeſty Warning, to avoid” BN while the 
Breath is in my Body: If you do think it a Fault 
to love her Majeſty, or to be ſorry that her Ma- 
4 jeſty ſhould have Warning to avoid her Danger, 
© ſay ſo; for I cannot. Speak for yourſelf, Mr. 
1 7; IT 
The next Day Mr, Treaſurer, in the Name of 
the Committee Yeſterday appointed for the Ex- 
amination of Peter Wentworth, Burgeſs for Trego- 
ny, declared; That the ſaid Committee did meet 
Veſterday in the Aſternoon, in the Star-Chamber, 
according to their Commiſſion; and there exami- 
ning the ſaid Peter Wentworth, concerning the vias 
lent and wicked Words, Yeſterday pronounced by 
him, in this Houſe; touching the Queen's Majeſty, 
made a Collection of the ſame Words; which 
Words fo collected, the ſaid Peter Wentworth did 
acknowledge and confeſs. And then did the ſaid 


r. Treaſurer read unto the Houſe the ſaid Note of 


Collection; which being read, he declared further, 
That che - ſaid Peter Wentworth being examined, 
1 | | what 
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ha could ſay far the Extenuating of his (aid 
and Offence, could neither ſay any thing at 
all to that Py OE did charge any other 
Perſonas A or ahi Ga Speech, put did take all 
the Burthen thereaf unto himſeli. And the ſaid 
Mr. . Treaſurer thereupon, moved for his Pugiſh. 
ment, and Impriſonment in the Tower, as the 
Houſe ſhould thigk and. confider of ; Where. 

upon, after ſundry Niſputations and Speeches, it 
was ordered, upon the Queſtion, that the ſaid Pe- 
ter N ntworth ſhould” be committed Cloſe Prifoner 
to the Tower, for his Qfence, there to remain until 

ſuch Time as this Hauſe ſhould have further Con- 
fideration of bim. And thereupon immediately 

the ſaĩd Peter Wentwerth, being br to the Ba 

EN ved his faid Judgment accor- 

ingly, by the Mouth of Mr. Speaker, in Form + 


Mr. Wentworth hn And ſa Mr. Las of the Tower 
1 Nr or charged with the Cuſtody of the fad 


Ke Affair be Enlargement from the Tow, 


will appear in the 8 
The ſame Day = OS the Houſe came to 


this Reſolution, * "That if any Perſon, being a 
* Member of the ſame, was employed in the 
© Service of Embaſlage, or in Execution, ax viſited 
© with Sickneſs, he ſhall not loſe his Seat in the 
< Houſe, nor any other be glected for it, during 
© fuch Time of Seryice, Execution, or Sickneſs. 

Alſo, the Lord Ruffel, Son and Heir to the Earl of 
Bedfard, Burgeſs for r Brighort, in the County of 
Dorſet, was ordered to continue a Member af that 


Houſe; notwithſtanding the new-acquized Earl- 


m of his Father. 
Sir Walter Mildmay, Chancellor of the Exche- 
_ quer be Ko the Motion fer a Grant of a Subſidy 


17 * a> follows: 
| HAT 1 our Meeting | 
$i ar Mi: ſuch Matters as be of Importance may be 
thought on in Time, I am bold with your Favours 
© to move you of ane **. in my Opinion, nber, 
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« you likewiſe find the ſame to be ſo, you ma 
commit it further to the Conſideration of fuc 
« as you ſhall think convenient. F ; 


And that you may the better judge of that 
« which I ſhall propound, it is requiſite that I put 


you in Remembrante, Firſt, how the Queen 
found the Realm; next, how ſhe hath reſtoretl 
© and conſerved it; and, Thirdly, how we ftanfl 
© now: Touching the firſt, no Man can be igno- 
© rant how that our moſt gracious Quegy, at her 
Entering, found this noble Realm, by reaſon of 
the evil Government preceding, miſerably over- 
© whelmed with Popery, dangerouſly afflicted with 
War, and grievouſly loaded with Debts; tlie 
© Burthen of which Three cannot be remembret! 
© without Grief, eſpecially if we call to Mind how 
© this Kingdom, being utterly delivered from the 
* uſurped Tyranny of Rome, and that many Years 
* together 5 was, nevertheleſs, by the Iniquity of 
later Time, brought back again into the former 
« Captivity, to the great Thraldom both of 

and Soul of all the People of this Land. 

© wretched Time, and wretched Miniſters, to bring 
eto paſs ſo wretched and wicked an Act to 
* ſtrengthen this Bondage of Rome. We ſaw how 
there was brought hither a ſtrong Nation to prefs 
our Necks again into the Yoke; terrible this 
was to all the Inhabitants of this, Land, and 6 
would have proved, if their Abode had been 
chere ſo long as was to be feared from them; 
* tor by their Occafion came the War that we 
* entered into with France and Scatland, and not 
upon any Quatrel of our own; but to help them 
* forward to their great Advantage, and our great 
* Loſs and Shame; by Means whereof, and of 
* other Diſorders, the Realm grew into great Debt 


both at Home and Abroad, arid fo was left, to 


' the intolerable Loſs and Charge of her Majeſty 


and the State. The Realm being thus miſera- | 


' dly oppreſſed with Popery, with War, and with 
ebts, the Queen, ou: moſt gracious Sovereign, 
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209 
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© tude, and to the Peril alſo of this 


The Parliamentary His Tory 
Queen Elizabeth. © hath thus reſtored and conſerved it; ſhe hath 


© delivered us from the tyrannous Yoke of Ren, 


© andreſtored again the moſt Holy Religion of the 
© Goſpel, — any Time therein; but 
© even, at the firſt, doing that which was for the 
© Honour of God, to the unſpeakeable Joy of al 
good Subjects. LE 

© But adventuring thereby the Malice of the 
© mighty Princes of the World, her Neighbour 
© being Enemies of our Religion; whereby it did 
© appear, how much ſhe preferred the Glory of 
© our Od before her own Quietneſs: This done 
< ſhe made Peace with France and Scotland, the 
© one a mighty Nation, the other, though not ſo 
< potent, yet in regard of their N $ and of 
© their Habitation with us upon our Continent, 
© more dangerous: Which may eaſily appear by 


* © Conſideration of former Times, wherein it hath 


© been ſeen how dangerous Scottiſod Wars have 
© proved to this Realm above thoſe of any other 
Nation. But ſuch hath been the Providence oſ 
© our gracious Queen, as the Peace with Ken 
© land, which, in Times paſt was found very 
© tickle, is now become ſo firm as in no Age there 
© hath been ſo long and ſo good Peace between 
© them and us. 

And that is brought to paſs the rather for that 
© her Majeſty, by two notable Exploits with her 
Forces, the one to Leith, and another to Edu. 
© burgh-Caſtle, hath both quieted that Realm, and 
© taken away all Occaſions of Hoſtility that might 
< ariſe againſt this Country; alſo by the firſt deli 
< vering Scotland from the French which had 6 
© great a Footing there, as, without Aid from 
hence they muſt needs in ſhort Time have nr 
< nized over that Country to their v7 ans 5 

ountry, be· 
ing ſo near them, and they ſo ill Neighbours t 
© dwell by. And by the ſecond, ending and pit 
< ting out the Fire of the Civil Wars amongf then) 
to the Preſervation of their young King, and the 
+ perpetual Quietneſs of that Realm, both 92 


* = 
. 
— a EY ann m —— 1 a . 


of ENGLAND. 211 

tas they have brought unto her Majeſty great and Queen Elizabeth. 
immortal Honour and Renown, and to this 1575. 
Country and that, Peace and Surety: So you 

cannot but think therewith upon the Charges 

£ which neceſſarily follow two ſuch Journeys fur- 

t niſhed by Land and Sea, as for the atchieving of 

« ſo great Enterprizes was fequiſite, What her 

« Majeſty hath done beſides, for the Suppreſſing 

a dangerous and unnatural Rebellion practiſed by 

© the Pope, the moſt principal and malicious Ene- 

© my of this State, and = in Ure by certain un- 

© dutiful Subjects in the North Parts of this Realm, 

© was ſeen ſo late, even in your View, as it need- 

eth not to be el ; neither the Charge 

that belongeth to a Matter of ſuch Importance, as 

© did threaten the utter Ruin to our moſt gracious 

© Sovereign, and to all the People of this 2 if 

© God, of his Mercy, had not prevented it. 

© Notwithſtanding all which 2 Journeys 

© both into Scotland and within the Realm, her 
* Majeſty hath moſt carefully and providently de- 
© livered this Kingdom from a great and weigh 

© Debt, wherewith it hath been long burthened. | 

© A Debt begun four Years, at leaſt, before the ' = 
© Death of King Henry VIII, and not cleared | 
© until within theſe two Years; and all that while | 
running upon Intereſt; a Courſe able to eat up AM 
© not only private Men and their Patrimonies, but 
© alſo Princes and their Eſtates; but ſuch hath 
been the Care of this Time, as Her Majeſty and 
the State is clearly freed from that eating Corro- 
* five; the Truth whereof may be teſtified by the 
© Citizens of Londov, whoſe Bonds, under the 
Common Seal of the City, of Aſſurance of Pay- 
ment being uſually given and renewed, and which 
have hanged ſo many Years to their great Dan- 
* ger, and to the Peril of the whole Teaffick, are 
* now all diſcharged, cancelled, and delivered into 
© the Chamber of Lendin, to their own Hands, 
By Means whereof the Realm is not only acquit- 
ted of this great Burthen, and the Merchants 
free, but alſo her Majeſty's Credit thereby both 
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© It ought to be, for that ſhe hath kept Pr 


The Parliamentary His Tory 
| Queen Elizabeth. Home and Abroad greater than any other Prince 


to 
© all Men, wherein other Princes have often failed 
© to the Hindrance of many. Laſtly, for this 
Point how the Juſtice of this Realm is preſerved 
© and miniſtred to her People, by her Majeſty's 
Political and juſt Government, is ſo well known 
© toall Men, as'our Enemies are driven to confeſs 
© that Juſtice, which is the Band of all Common- 
* Wealths, doth ſo tie and link together all De- 
c grees of Perſons within this Land, as there is 
* 


© for Money, ifſhe have Need; and fo in ner 
le 


uffered here no Violence, no Oppreſſion, no 


© Reſpect of Perſons in Judgment; but Jus equa- 
vile uſed to all indifferently. All . — 4 
c provident and wiſe Acts in Government, have 
© brought forth theſe Effects that we be in Peace, 
© andall our Neighbours in War; that we be in 
© Quietneſs at Home, and ſafe enough from Trou- 
© bles Abroad; that we live in Wealth and all 
© Proſperity, and that which is the greateſt, we 
© enjoy the Freedom of our Conſciences delivered 
© from the Bondage of Rome, wherewith we were 
© ſolately opprefled. And thus we ſtand. 

But, forall this, as wiſe Mariners in calm Wes. 
© ther do moſt diligently prepare their Tackles, 
© and provide to withſtand Attempts that may hap- 
« pen: Even ſo in this our blefled Time of Peace 
< that we enjoy, by the Bleſſing of God, through 
© the Miniſtry of her Majeſty, we ought in Time 
© to make Frovifion to prevent any Storm that 
may ariſe either here or Abroad; and neither to 
© be too careleſs or negligent, but think that the 
Fail of theſe Storms, which are ſo bitter and ſo 
© boiſterous in other Countries may reach us allo 
© before they be ended; eſpecially if we do not for- 
< get the Hatred that is borne us by the Adverlary 
© of our Religion both for our Profeſſion, and for 
< that this Realm is alſo a merciful Sanctuary for 


* ſuch poor Chriſtians as fly hither for Succour; - 


< ſo as now one of the moſt principal Cares that 
< we ought to take in this great Council x the 
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Realm is both to conſider aforehand the Dangers Queen Elizabeth, 
© that may come by the Malice of Enemies, and 575: 
to provide in Time how to reſiſt them; and 
ſeeing that by thoſe great Occaſions which I have 
temembred, you can eafily underſtand how low 
| her Majeſty's Coffers are brought, it is our Parts 
« frankly and willingly. to offer unto, her Majeſty 
© ſuch. a Contribution as ſhall be able to reſtore the 
« ame again, in ſuch Sort as ſhe may be ſufficiently 
« furniſhed of I reaſure to put in Order, and main- 
* tain her Forces by Land and Sea, to anſwer any 
© Thing that ſhall be attempted againſt her and 
eus: And leſt it might ſeem ſtrange to ſome 
that her Majeſty ſhould want this, ſome conſi- 
dering that not long ſithence Aid was granted by 
© the Realm: To that I anſwer, That albeit. her 
© Majeſty. is not to yield an Account how ſhe 
* ſpendeth her Treaſure; yet, for your Satisfac- . 
* tions, I will let you. underſtand ſuch Things as 
ur very true, and which J dare affirm, having 
* more. Knowledge thereof than ſome other, in 
15 of the Place I hold in her Majeſty's 
3 n are 


© Firſt, how. favourable the Taxations, of Subſi- 
© dies be through the. whole Realm Hannot be un- 
Ia to any; whereby far leſ#cometh ts her 
- Majelty's Coffers than by the Law is granted, a 
Matter now drawn to be ſo: uſual ay it is hard to 
de reformed. Next, the Clearing. of all Debts _ 
* that run upon Intereſt, to A table , 
Charge of the Realm. Thirdly, >, 
ge es the Rebellion inthe North. 97 
, the free and honourable Repayment of th 
* laſt Loans, the like whereof was not ſeen before, 
' Fifthly, the Journey to Edinlurgb-Caſtle for the 
N of that Country and this. | And; Laſtly, | 
be great and continual Charges in Ireland, by the 
þ evil Diſpoſition, of the . 3. all which 
could not have been performed by the laſt Aid, 
. *xXCept it had pleaſed her Majeſty. to ſpare, out of 
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der Own Revenues, great Sums of Money for the | 
| ſupplying of that which lacked, wherein ſhe 
O03 more 
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Queen Elizabeth. more reſpected the Realm than her own particy. 
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lar Eſtate; living, as you ſee, in moſt temperate 


Manner, without either Building or other ſuper. 
c fluous Things of Pleaſure ; and like as theſe be 
< Cauſes ſufficient to move you to deviſe how theſe 
Wants may be repaired, ſo you ought the rather 
© to doit, for that her Majeſty lacketh and cannot 
© have, without great Inconvenience, thoſe Helps, 
< which, in the Times of her Father, her Brother 
© and Siſter, were uſed; as the Abaſing of Coin, 
© which brought infinite Sums to them, but wrought 
© oreat Damage to the Realm, which we yet feel; 
© and ſhould do more, had not her Majeſty, to her 
© perpetual Fame, reftored the ſame again, ſo 
much as the Time could ſuffer. The Sale of 
Lands, whereof came alſo very great Sums of 
Money, but that is not hereafter to be uſed ; ſa- 
eving that by the ſame the Revenues of the Crown 
© are greatly diminiſhed, which it cannot more bear, 
© the Borrowing of Money upon Intereſt, the Bur- 
< then whereof the Realm hath felt ſo heavy, as that 
is nevet more to be done, if, by any Means, it ma 
© be avoided. © And yet, notwithſtanding all thoſe 
< Helps, it is apparent thatSubſidies were continual! 
< granted in thqſę Times; if ſo then, much more ſo 
© how. Beſides Mx and other extraordinary Charge: 
© which may happen, her Majeſty's very ordinary 
Charges, which ſhe cannot but ſuſtain, are far 
< greater, by Dearth of Princes and other Occaſions, 
than in any other Prince's Days; as you may ſee 
© bythe ordinary and annual Charges of the Houſ- 
© hold, the Navy, the Ordnance, the Armory, 
© the Garriſon of ' Berwick, the ſtanding Garriſon 
© and Officers within the Realm of Ireland. And 
< whether theſe are like to be more coſtly to her 
< Majeſty than in former Times, in reſpect of the 
© Prices of all Things, let every Man judge by the 
© Experience he hath of his private Expences. 
And ſo to draw to an End for avoiding of your 
© Trouble. I truſt theſe few Things may ſuffice 
to remember us how her Majeſty found the 
© Realm, how ſhe hath reſtored and preſerved x 
N * * * © 2nd 


_ 


— — — — — — - 
LES \ » q FA 
TY ** — | 4 
r 1 ” 2 \ 
YEP) - WE _— bo. 2 de * 4 — —ä 
P . 


3 % 1 — \ , 5 : = 
r — 


of ENGLAND. „ 
and how the preſent State is now; and therewith Qu Elizabeth 
« all may ſerve as Reaſons ſufficient to perſuade us 375. 
to deal in this neceſſary Cauſe, as her Majeſty, 
© being the Head of the Commonwealth, be not 
© unfurniſhed of that which will be ſufficient to 
maintain both herſelf and us againſt the private or 
« open Malice of Enemies; wherein let us fo pro- 
« ceed as her Majeſty may find how much we think 
© ourſelves bound to God, that hath given us ſo gra- 
cious a Queen over us; and ſhew thereby alſo fach 
Gratitude towards her, as ſhe may perform the 
Courſe of her Government cum Alacritate,” 
This Speech ended, a Committee was immedi- 
ately appointed to draw up a Bill for a Subſidy. 
n the 12th Day of March, Chriſtopher Hatton, 
Eſq. now Captain of the Band of Penſioners, but 
afterwards Lord High-Chancellor of England, 
ſtood up and reported to the Houſe, * That where- 
* 23a Member of the ſame, on the firſt Day of this 
* deſhon, Feb. 8th, had, in a ſet Speech, uttered 
* divers offenſive Matters againſt her Majeſty, and, 
© for the ſame, had been committed Priſoner to the 
* Tower, by that Houſe; Yet her Majeſty, was ; 
: Pran pleaſed to remit her juſtly occaſioned a "My- 
t Diſpleaſure for the ſaid Offence ; and to refer the Wentworch's 
Enlargement of the Party to the Houſe.” Which Diſcharge. 
Meſſage was moſt thankfully accepted of by the 
whole Houſe, _ 
Afterwards, Sir Walter Mildmay, Chancellor af 
the Exchequer, roſe up and ſpoke as follows: 
Mr. Speaker, 
ſy 6 Think that by this whale Action, and by her 
5 Majefty's Dealing in this Cauſe, we had juſt Sir Walter Mild- 
* Occafian to conſider theſe three Things: 8 —— . 
* I. Her Majeſty's good and clement Nature. 
II. Her Reſpect to us. And, | f 
III. Our Duty towards her.. 
* Touching the Firſt, That Sovereign Princes, 
placed by God, are to be honoured with all hum- 
5 Ae and dutiful Reverence, both in Word and 
Deed, eſpecially if they be good and virtuous, ſuch 
i as our moſt gracious Sovereign is; a Princeſs that 
O4 « hath 
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the Parligmentary His rokv 
„ © hath governed this Realm fo 8 Years, & 
4 quietly, ſo juſtly and providently; which being 
| true, as no Man can deny, then ſee how great — 
Offence this was, to prove fo good and gracious 
© a Queen ſo unjuſtly, and: that to be done not by 
any common Perſon abroad, but by a Member of 
*. this Houſe; and. not in any private or ſecret 
Place, but openly in this moſt honourable Aſſem- 
© bly of the 2 being the higheſt Court 
dad Council of the Realm. And thereby ſee al- 
a a *fo 3 good Nature, that ſo 
| * mercifully and fo eaſily can remit ſo great an Of. 
* fence; a Thing rarely found in Princes of ſo g 
© Eſtate, | that uſe commonly to think themſelves 
< touched in Honour, if they ſhould paſsover ſmal- 
ler Injuries fo lightly, The greater is her Ma. 
's Commendation; and the more are we 
4 to thank God for her. 4 
- © Secondly, We may ſee what sR 
© her Majeſty had to «4 that —— 
© juſt Cauſe that was given her to puniſh ſeverally ſo 
great an Offence; yet the Favour that ſhe had 
© conceived towards us, proceeding from the juſt 
© Trial-of our dutiful Affections towards her, had ſo 
< qualified her Diſpleaſure, as ſhe was contented, 
< for our Sakes, to pardon the whole; and that fo 
© freely, as ſhe would, at any Time, think of it 
3 Gn. for thoſe were her Words; a marvellous 
race towards us, and never hereafter, on our 
© Parts to be forgotten; the rather for that the ſame 
< proceeded merely from herſelf, thereby preven- 
8 « ting the Suit, which we, in all Humbleneſs, 
t have made unto her. 
hirdly, That for ſo gracious a Dealing, it 
ts was, our bounden Duties to yield unto. her Maje- 
© ſty-our moſt humble and hearty Thanks, and to 
© beſeech 2 ng God to enlarge her Days as 
< the on our Felicity; and not only ſo, 
< butto'learn > 200, by this Erahple, how to behave 
« ourſelyes hereafter; and not under the Pretence 
© of Liberty to fi our bounden Duty to ſo gra- 
* cious 2 Queen: True it is, that nothing a 
. | 6 
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6 well concluded in a Council where there is not al- Queen Biaabeth. 
£ lowed, in debating of Cauſes brought in, Delibe- 575 
ration, Liberty, and Freedom of Speech; other- 
« wiſe, if in Conſultation Men be either interrupted 
sor terrified,” ſo as they. cannot, nor dare not 
« ſpeak their Opinions freely, like as that Council 
cannot but be reputed for a ſervile. Council; even 
$ ſo all the Proceedings therein ſhall be rather to 
* fatife the Wills of a few, than to determine that 
© which ſhall be juſt and reaſonable. But herein 
we may not forget to put a Difference between 
© Liberty of Speech, and licentious Speech ; for 
* by the one Men deliver their Opinions freely, and 
* with this Caution, That all be ſpoken pertinently, 
* modeſtly, reyerently, and diſcreetly; the other 
© contrartwiſe uttereth all impertinently, . raſhly 
C 2 irreverently, without Reſpect of 
perſon, Time, or Place: And tho Freedom of 
© Speech hath always been uſed in this Great Coun- 
© cil of Parliament, and is a Thing moſt neceſſary 
to be preſerved amongſt. us; yet the fame was 
* never, not ought to be, extended ſo far, as 
* though a Man in this Houſe may ſpeak what and 
* of whom he liſt, The contrary whereof, both 
in our own.Days and in the Days of our Prede- | 
* ceſſors, by the Puniſhment of ſuch inconſiderate ö 
* and diſorderly Speakers, hath appeared. And fo | 
* to return, let this ſerve us for an Example, to he- 
vate that we offend not in the like hereafter, left. 
* that in forgetting our Duties ſo far, we may give 
* juſt Cauſe to our gracious Sovereign to think that 
* this her Clemency hath given Occaſion of further 
Boldneſs; and therchy ſo uch prieve and pro- 
* voke her, as contrary to her ro gracious, and 
mild Conſideration, ſhe be conſtrained to change 
* her natural Clemency into neceffary and juſt 
Severity; a Thing that I truſt Pant never 5 
happen amongſt wiſe and dutiful Men, fuck as, 
" the b 88 of this Houſe are thought always, 
to be. ' | * 3 4 727 > 
A Motion had been made in the Houfe of Com- 
mons this Seffion, on the old Topic of Fre Feen 
4 , . . + FF #41 4 ah een 
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218 The Parliamemary HisTory 
Queen Elizabeth. Queen to marry ; but the Houſe did not think pro- 
575% per to venture another Petition on it, but agreed, 
that at the Concluſion ef the Seſſion, the Speaker 
ſhould moye her Majeſty about it, Accordingly, 
| on May 14th, we are told, that in the Afternoon 
the Queen came to the Houſe of Lords, where 
their Speaker, Robert Bell, Eſq; preſented the 
Bill of one Subſidy, and two Fifteenths and Tenths, 
The Particulars of which, being omitted by the 
Clerk, are ſupplied by Sir Symonds D*Ewes ; who 
tells us, © That the Speaker's Speech was to the 

following Effect: 


The Speaker re- . Firft, © He ſpoke touching ren e of Go- 
commends it to vernment, which, had been in this Kingdom; and 
the Queen © ſo drew his Diſcourſe to the preſent Time. Then 
_ he made a large Enumeration of her Majeſty's ma- 
ny Virtues, and of the many Benefits which the 
Kingdom received by her gracious Government, 
After which he proceeded humbly to petition her 
| Majeſty, to make the Kingdom further happy in 
her Marriage, that ſo they might hope for a conti- 
nual Succeſſion of thoſe Benefits in her Poſterity. 
To which, having added a compendious Relatign 
of ſuch Acts as had paſſed the Houſe of Commons, 
he concluded with the Preſentation of the Bill of 
Subſidy, in their Names, unto her Majeſty.” 
After which, the Lord Keeper, by her Majeſty's 
Commandment, anſwered as followeth: 


x HE Oro Ma ſt Dread and 
1 een's 7, our moſt Dread an 
r _ Gracious We Lady, hath heard and 
the Cloſe of the © doth very well underſtand your Oration, full of 
Seſſion, © Good-Will and Mattter. The Sum thereof may 
© be reduced into five Parts, whereof the firft con- 
© taineth a Diſcourſe of ſundry Kinds of Govern- 
© ment, from the Beginning until this Time. The 
© Second, the Commendations of her Majeſty's 
© Virtues, and of her great and gracious Govern- 
© ment from the Beginning, with a Remembrance 
© of her Highneſs's bountiful Benefits. The Third, 


con- 
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concerning the humble and earneſt Petition mov 


ing her Majeſty to marry, The Fourth is a De- 
« claration of Laws paſt in the Lower-Houſe, with 
« an humble Suit for her Highneſs's Royal Aſſent to 
© be giyen unto the ſame. The Fifth and laſt 
© concerning a Preſentation of the Subſidy granted 
in this Seſſion, 

As concerning the Firſt, which containeth the 
« Diſcourſe of ſundry Kinds of Government, I 
© ſee not that this Time and Place doth require 
© any Anſwer to be given unto. it other than this; 
that you, Mr. Speaker, are much to be com- 
© mended for your diligent Collecting, and alſo for 
© the apt Comparing of the laſt Part of the ſame. 

© And as to the Second, which concerneth the 


© Commendations of her Majeſty's 2 Virtues 


© and good Government, with the Remembrance 
© of the manifold Benefits that you have received 
© at her Majeſty's Hand, her Highneſs hath com- 
© manded me to ſay unto you, that ſhe wiſheth of 
God with all her Heart, that all thoſe, Royal 
© Virtues and principal Parts, together with” the 
© great Gifts of gracious Government that you 


make mention of, were ſo perfectly planted in 


© her, as beſt might ſerve to the Maintenance of 


God's Glory, from whom her Majeſty confeſſetn 


© all Goodneſs to proceed; and beſt alſo might ſerve 
for the good Governance of you her good, lov- 
ing, and obedient Subjects; and withal, prayeth 
* you with her, and for her, to give God h 
Thanks for thoſe Virtues and Graces that it ha 


* pleaſed him to bleſs her withal ; and alſo to pray | 
e 


© for the Continuance of them with ſuch Inc 


das ſhall beſt like his Divine Majeſty. And be- 
* ſides this, I may, and dare certainly affirm unto 

Maieſty's own Mouth, that if the - 
irtues of all the Princes in Europe were united 


ob by her 


© within her Hizhneſs's Breaſt, ſhe ſhould gladly 


[4 I - 


* employ the ſame to the beſt of her Power about 


* the good Governance of you, that be ſo good 
* and loving unto her; ſo great is her Us na 


. . 


* Good-Will and inward Affection toward you. 
5 J 6 Ag ain | 
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Queen Elicabeths © Agaln true it is, that theſe your loving and reve- 
* c rend Conceivings of the virtuous and gracious 
© Government of your Soyereign, is taken by her 
© Majeſty in very thankful Part, as a ſpecial and 
< peculiar Property pertaining to faithful and loy- 
© ing Subjects; neither will her Highneſs admit of 
* any Occaſion that may move you to conceive 
© otherwiſe than you have: Neither do I think 
that any Man can deviſe any more ready, or any 
© more ſtrong Perſuaſion to move a Princely Na- 
© ture to be ſuch towards her Subjects as they can 
© wiſh, than by ſuch good, reverend and loving 
Conception and Conceiving remembred by you, 
© Tae conclude, as touching this Point, I am to af- 
firm unto you from her Majeſty, that ſhe taketh 
« your Proceedings in the Partament, both in the 
« Midft;, and alſo in the Ending, ſo graciouſly, and 
© in ſo thankful Part, that if both Parts and Nature 
© did concur in me abundantly to make me elo- 
quent (as neither of them do) yet I am ſure, I 
6 bot able to ſet forth this Point according to 
her Highneſs Deſire, or to the Worthineſs of it. 
And for the more manifeſt Declaration of this, 
© and of the great Good-Liking her Majeſty hath 
© conceived of you that be of this Parliament, hex 
< Highneſs meaneth not to determine the ſame, but 
© to prorogue it until the next Winter. And as 
< to Cognizance and Recognizance. of Benefits, 
< her Majeſty's Pleaſure is, that I ſhould declare 
© unto you, that there is none of theſe Benefits 
© received by you, but ſhe wiſhed them treble in 
5 < Number, and quadruple in Greatneſs and Good- 
© neſs. And further, her Highneſs thinketh that 
< the faithful Recognizing of Benefits received, is 
done of the greateſt Satisfactions that a Subject can 
< make to his Sovereign for them. And as to the 
© Third, which concerneth your humble, earneſt 
Petition, it proceedeth from your inward Aﬀec- 
Gens and benevolent Mind, founded upon the 
c great good Opinion that you have conceiyed of 
© her 145 ys moſt . Government or 
you, ac to the Declaration made by — 
AN.. 5 © a Mat- 


Fa, 
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« a Matter greatly moving her Majeſty the rather Wen Elizabeths, 
« to allow of your Petition. f „„ 
The ſecond Note importeth yet more than 

this; for therein ſhe conceiveth that this great? 
good Opinion of this happy Government is not 

© conceived by you, as it appeareth by your own 

© Declarations, upon any ſudden Ground or Cauſe, 
but hath grown upon the Conſideration of her 
© Highneſs's Governance during the Reign of ſeven- 

© teen Years now paſt: Whereby it is evident, 
«© that this is a ſettled and conſtant Opinion of 
yours, and therefore much the more moving her 

c Majeſty to give 4 gracious Ear unto this your 
« Petition. 
And yet the third Note exceedeth the other 
two former; for in this Note ſhe' conceiveth the 
Abundance of your inward Affection grounded 
© upon her good Governance of you to be ſo great 
that it doth not only content you to have her 
« Majeſty reign and govern over you, but alſo you 
© do deſire, that Some proceeding from her Majeſ- 

© ty's Body might by a perpetual Succeffion reign 
* over your Poſterity alſo: A Matter greatly to 
move her Majeſty (ſhe faith) to incline to this 
your Suit. Beſides her Highneſs is not unmind- 
ful of all the Benefits that will grow to the Realm 
© by ſuch Marriage; neither doth ſhe forget any 
* Perils that are like to grow for Want thereof: 
All which Matters conſidered, her Majeſty wil- 
led me to ſay, that albeit of her own natural 
* Diſpoſition ſhe is not diſpoſed or inclined to Mar- 
* rage, neither could ſhe ever marry were ſhe 2 
private Perſon; yet for your Sakes and the Bene- 
* fit of the Realm, ſhe is contented to diſpoſe and 
* incline herſelf to the Satisfaction of your humble 
Petition, ſo that all Things convenient may con- 
* cur that be meet for ſuch a Marriage; whereof 
* there be very many, ſome touching the State of 
* her moſt Royal Perfon, ſome touching the Per- 
C fon of him whom God ſhall join, ſome touch- 
ing the State of the whole Realm: "Theſe 
© Things concurring and conſidered, her Majeſty 
6 | © hath 


* 
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Quetta Vlizabeth, © hath aſſented (as is before remembred.) And thus 
157% much touching this Matter. | 

As to the fourth Part, which concerneth a De- 

© claration of the Laws paſſed in the Seſſion, where- 

Ky © unto you do pray that her "—_—_ would give 

© her Royal Aſſent, her Majeſty hath commended 

© your Travel and Pains taken in deviſing of theſe 

Laws, your Conſiderations and Carefulneſs in 

_ © debating and conſulting, and your Judgments and 

© Determinations in concluding and paſſing of the 

© ſame; and meaneth to give her Royal Aſſent to 

© ſo many of them as her Majeſty ſhall! think meet 

© and convenient to paſs at this Time. But here! 

am to remember you, that this is not all that her 

© Highneſs requireth in this Point; for ſhe is deſi- 

< rous' that the great Travels, Pains, and great 

© Charges employed about the making of theſe 

Laws ſhould not be laſt, neither her Majeſty's 

© Royal Aſſent granted in vain; which muſt needs 

© come to paſs, except you look better to the Exe- 

© cution of Laws than heretofore you have done; 

© for as I have before this Time ſaid, Laws with- 

© out Execution, be nothing elſe but Pen, Ink, and 

« Parchment; a Countenance of Things, and no- 

| thing in Deed; a Cauſe without an Effect; and 

4 © ſerve as much to the good Governance of the 

< Common-Weal, as the Rudder of a Ship doth 

© ſerve to the good Governance of it without 2 

© Governor; and fo ſerve to as good Purpoſe to 

© direct Men's Actions, as "Torches do to direct 

Men's Goings in the Dark, when their Lights be 

put out, ere it not great Folly, trow ye, yea 

© and mere Madneſs for a Man to provide apt and 

© handſome Tools and Inſtruments to reform and 

< prune his Trees withal, and then to lay them up 

in fair Boxes and Bags without Uſe of them! 

And is it not as ſtrange, trow ye, to make Laws 

© to reform Men's Manners, and to prune away 

the ill Branches and Members of the Common- 

Weal, and then to lay up thoſe Laws in fair 

© Books and Boxes without Execution of them! 

« Surely there is a ſmall Difference * . 

| ; ; : ö 
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« Caſes; nay, it were much better to have no new Queen Elizabeth, 
© Laws made at all, than to have Laws not execu= 2575+ 
© ted; For the former doth but leave us in the 
« State we were in before the making of the new 
© Laws; but not to execute them, is to breed a 
Contempt of Laws and Law-makers, and of 
« all Magiſtrates, which is the Mother and Nurſe 
«of Diſobedience; and what ſhe breedeth and 
© bringeth forth, I leave to you to judge. 
© Now this Offence of not executing of Laws 
© growing ſo great, it reſteth to ſee in whoſe De- 
fault this is, and who ought to have the Burthen 
© of it, Firſt, Certain it is, that her Majeſty leav- 
© eth nothing undone meet for her to do for the 
Execution of Laws; for firſt, ſhe maketh choice 
© of Perſonsof moſt Credit and beſt Underſtanding 
© throughout the whole Realm, to whom for the 
great Truſt and Fidelity that ſhe repoſeth in them 
0 ſhe giveth Authority by Commiſſion, to execute 
© a great Part of thoſe Laws, who alſo by Oath be 
© bound to perform the ſame, Beſides, the moſt 
* ſpecial and needful Laws her Highneſs cauſeth to 
© be proclaimed and publiſhed unto her People ; as 
© over this alſo (left Men ſhould be forgetful of 
© their Duties) ſhe cauſeth a Number of her Juſti- 
© ces to be called into publick Place, and there to 
* be exhorted and admoniſhed in her Majeſty's 
© Name to ſee the Execution of her Laws; and 
* what here can be more deviſed for her Majeſty to 
* do? Surely, in my Opinion, nothing. 1 
Then falleth it out neceſſarily and conſequent- 
© ly, that the Burthen of all theſe Enormities, 
© Abſurdities and Miſehiefs that do grow in the 
* Common-Wealth for not executing of Laws, 
* muſt light upon thoſe Perſons that have Autho- 
* rity from her Majefty to execute them and do it 
not: Which is a Burthen over-heavy for any to 
© bear, being juſtly charged. For the Avoiding of 
this therefore, methinks, Men being thus remem- 
© bred, ought to ſeek with all Diligence, and en- 
* deayour to ſatisfy for their Negligence, and Un- 
t carefulneſs paſt ; which if they ſhall forget to — 
| has 
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5 her Majeſty ſhall be then driven, clean contrary 
to ber moſt Gracious Nature and Inclination, to 
< appoint and affign private E for Profit and 
Gain Sake, to ſee her penal Laws to be executed. 
The Courſe which hitherto her Majeſty hath ta- 
„ken, hath been, to have her Laws executed by 
> full Credit and 25 Tem for the Love of 
„ uprightly and indifferently ; but if 
© ſhall falk ſo by do, forgetting their RY 
God, Sovereign and Country, then of Neceſſi- 
< ty, rather than the Laws ſhould be unexecuted, 
© her Majeſty ſhall be driven, I ſay, to commit the 
Execution of them to thoſe, who in reſpect of 
s Profit and Gain, will ſee them executed with all 
< Extremiity. And what a Burthen that will bring 
to the Common-Weal, I leave it to your Con- 
< ſideration. But it is to be hoped, that if the 
KReſpects before remembred, will not move you 
© to ſee better to your Charge; yet the Fear of this 
great Inconveniency ſhould conſtrain Men that 
© be in Commiſſion to look to the better Execution 
£ — Laws. And thus much touching the fourth 


' © Now as the fifth and laſt, which concern- 


© eth the Grant of a Subſidy, her Majeſty hath 
* commanded me to fay unto you, that that Grant 
is #manifeft Declaration by Deed of that which 
before was declared by Words: For how could 
© ſuch à Grant be made, and in ſuch Manner 
granted, and by ſuch Perſons, but that of Ne- 
doeſſity it muſt proceed from the benevolent Minds 
© and hearty Affections of ſuch loving Subjects as 
© are befote remembred? True it is, that her Ma- 
< jeſty in theſe your Doings hath noted three 


< tending much to the ſetting forth of your Bene- 
5 volence. The firſt, Who it is that granted; 
the ſecond, The Manner of granting: the 


* third, "What it was that is granted. As to the 


* firſt, Her Majeſty cannat forget, how this Grant 
* proceeded from the earneſt Affections and hearty 
4 Geode ills of her loving and obedient Subſects. 

© Where- 
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t Wherefore her Majeſty maketh greater Account Queen Elizabeth® 
thereof than Ten Subſidies, and ſo ſhe command- 1375. 
t ed me to ſay unto you. Again, her Majeſty re- 
© membreth very well, that this Grant was made 
© not by Subjects that never did the like before, but 
© by Subjects that have been, and continued to be 
© ready from Time to Time, to contribute towards 
© the neceſſary Charges and Defence of the Realm; 
© which doth greatly commend arid ſet forth, ſhe 
« ſaith, this — of yours. And as 
© to the ſecond, which is, The Manner of grant- 
* ing, her Highneſs noteth two Things eſpecially; 
© the one is Univerſality of Conſent ; and can 
© there be a more univerſal Conſent than when all 
agreeing and none denying as this was? Nay, 
ger Highneſs knoweth that, before her Time; theſe 
Manner of Grants paſſed not but with a great 
$ Perſuaſion and many Difficulties ; whereas this 
© was frankly offered without any Perſuaſion. or 
« Difficulty at all. The other is the Readineſs of 
granting: It is written of Benevolence, Bis dat 
* qui cito dat, which her Majeſty ſaith, may be juſt- 
* ly applied to theſe your And to 
© the third, which is the Thing granted, ſhe 
* taketh it to be as liberal as any heretofore hath 
been granted; and therefore hath commanded me 
* to yield | unto you her moſt hearty condign 
* Thanks, and withal, to let you underſtand, that 
* her Majeſty is as willing and defirous to give you 
* this whole Subſidy again, as you have been wil- 
ling to grant it, if the Neceſſity of the Realm 
and your Surety would ſuffer it. And thus much 
* touching the granting of the Subſidy, x. 

* Now as to due and true Execution gf the 

e, Tam to exhort and alſo to admonjſh. you, 

* and yet it may be probably ſaid, that Perſons that 
© have thus bountifully and readily made this Grant 
wherein and whereby their benevolent Minds and 
* hearty Affections haye been ſo manifeſtly. de- 
* clared in granting, that to theſe. Perfons neither 
* Admoniſhments nor Exhortations are due for the 
true Exeeuting of that Grant, no more than a 

Vou, IV, (.. Spur 


— 


FE — —— 
* 8 by I p 
"a | T * = 
* 258 4 


© = $- — 
8 


—_—_ 
r * A _ 
—_ — 2 — —2 


226 


De Parliamentary HisToxy 


Veen Elizabeth. (Spur is to a Horſe, that runneth as ſwiftly as he 


1575˙ 


Ac paſſed, 


Scan. Albeit this Argument in Reaſon carrieth 
Probability and Likelyhood with it; yet former 
Experience hath taught that theſe Grants have 
© not been ſo duly and truly executed, as they have 
© been benevolently granted. 


There ate the Titles of thitty-ſeven Ads paſſ: 


this Seffion, in the Lords Catalogue ; in the printed 


Statutes, only twenty-four ; but the Supernumera- 
Acts are only on private Affairs, for which Rea- 
n they are not mentioned. Some farther Care 
was taken to reform the Abuſes of the Clergy, by 
an Act made for an Explanation of one paſled in 
the laſt Seſſion, on the ſcore of Dilapidations and 
granting Scandalous Leaſes of Spiritual Benefices. 
The Queen having paſſed all the Acts, the Par- 
t was adjourned to the next Day; when, in 
the Afternoon, her Majeſty came again to the 
Houſe, and the Lord Keeper, by her Command, 


The Parliament prorogued this Parliament to the 5th Day of N. 
— pro | 3 * 


vember next. 

It is ſomewhat ſurpriſing, that ſo exact an An- 
naliſt of this Queen's Reign, as Mr. Camden 
was, ſhould wholly omit the Tranſactions of this 
Hft Seffion of Parliament. It is true, there is little 
Hiftorical Matter in them, except in the Grant of 
the Subſidy ; which, if it was as large as the printed 
Statutes make it, is 1 ſince it was a 
greater Supply, at one Time, than any we have met 
with before: and what the State, by any Exigen- 
ces that Hiſtory takes Notice of, ſeemed not then 
to ſtand in need of. | 

It was a long Time, indeed, before any farther 
\ Subſidy was required, or any Parliament fat to grant 
one; for never ſuch a Chain of Prorogations, of one 
Parliament, was ſeen in Engiifþ Hiſtory, as comes 
now to r ; the Journals of the _ 
very many Pages together, being filled with nothing 
elſe. but Meetings and 8 and Commiſt- 


ons, at large, for Prorogations; reciting all * 
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bone before them. So that the laſt, to their Metting Queen Elizabeth, 
to do Buſineſs, recapitulates the whole; from which — #575: 
we ſhall extract them, in Die ad Diem, in Anno ad 
Annum, to avoid a Prolixity of Matter, ſcarce 
worth recording at all, by any, but an Expreſs 
Writer of Parliamentary Hi tory SR 
The laſt Seſſion of Parliament continued from 
February the 8th to March the 15th; from which 
Time it was prorogued to the t5th of November 
following, which was ſtil] in the 18th Year of this 
Reign, or Anno 1576; Queen Elizabeth beginning 
her Reign on the 17th of Novenber, 1558. From 
Nævember 5th, the Parliament was again prorogu- 


ed to 
An. Reg. 19, June 3d. An. Reg. Jan. goth: 
From thence to Feb. 29th; 
Nov. 12th April12th; 
20, March 26th | May 2d. 
April 8th; May 3oth: 
May 20th. June Zoth: 
Nov. 4th; | Aug. 25th; 
21, Jan. 2d. | Sept. 20th, 
April 27th: OH. 17th. 
May 20th. Nov. 4th. 
Od. 20th; 23, Nov.24th, 
22, Nov: 24th; Jan. r6th, 
Jan. 20th, 


Mr. Camden makes no manner of Mention of ] 
theſe frequent n which it is ſtrange a | 
Cotemporary iftorian ſhould omit, He reckons 
always a Year wrong, too, in his Chronology ; be- 
ginning with the Almanacks, when it ought to be 
from the Day that the late Queen died; for 
which Reaſon, he is ever. a Year before us, in his 
Annals, But now; in his Account of the enſuing 4 
Seſſion, he is worſe out; for he begins it in January, 
in the 25th Year of this Reign; whereas both the 
Lords Journals and the Statute-Books make it juſtly - 
We ſhall paſs over all the Occurrences which 
happened in this long 1 of Time; in Which, 
2 8 
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Queen Elizabeth, we may ſuppoſe, the Government wanted no Sup. 
. 1575 plies, ſince a Parliament was not allowed to fit 
and grant them. It may be thought, that the fa- 
mous Sailor, Sir Francis Drake, had amply filled 
the Queen's Coffers, as well as his own, by the vaſt 
Treaſure he had brought from the Spaniſh .- In- 


The ſame Parlia- 


- ment meet again, 
after twenty-four 


Prorogations, 


dies, about this Time. 


For which he had that 


memorable Honour done him of having his Na 
in a Rebus, ſtamped on the Engliſh Coin (i). 

On the 16th of January, in the 23d Yearof E. 
lizabeth, the ſame Parliament which was called in 
the 14th, met once more at Weſtminſter. The 
State of the Peerage, as it ſtood towards the Mid- 


Edward Earl of Lincoln, 
Lord High-Admiralof 
England. 

Edward Farl of Oxford 

I)d Great Chamberlain 

Thomas Earl of Suſſex, 
Chamberlain of the 

HFHouſhold. 

Philip Earl — —— 

Henry E. of Northumber- 
land 


George E. of Shrewsbury. 
Henry E. of Kent. 
Henry E. of Derby. 
William E. of Worceſter. 
Edward E. of Rutland. 
George F. of Cumberland. 
Henry E. of Huntingdon. 
Wilkam E. of Bath. 


_ Ambroſe E. of Warwick. 


ampton. 
Francis E. of Bedford. 
Henry E. of Pembroke, 
Edward E. of Hertford, 
Robert E. of Laiceſter. 
Thomas Viſcount Monta- 


ue. 
Thomas Viſcount How- 
ard of Byndon. 
Henry Nevile, Lord Ber- 
gavenny. 
George Touchet Ld Audly, 
Peregrine Bertie Ld Wi. 
loughby of Eresby. 
Edward Parker Ld Mor- 


Gal Fiennes Ld Dacre. 
William Brooke Ld Cib- 
ham. 
Edward Ld Stafford. 
Ar thur LdGrey of Wiltn, 
Ham) 


(5) A Bird, ſuppoſed, by our Conneifleurs in Cains, tg repre 
a Drake. SE 
(2) Dugdale's Tumment 0 Parkanep?, P. $48 
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Henry Lord Scrope of Bol- 


ton. 


Henry Lord Cromwell, 
William Ld Evers, 


Edward Ld Sutton of Philip Ld Wharton, 


Dudley. 

John Nevile Ld Latimer, 
obn Lumley Ld Lumley, 
hn Ld Stourton, 

Cuthbert Ld Ogle, 

James Blount Ld Mount- 


1. . | 
John Darcie Ld Darcie. 
William Stanley, Ld 


Montegle. 
Wilkam La Sands, 
William Ld Vaux of 


Robert Ld Riche. 
Charges Ld Willoughby of 
arham. 

Thomas Ld Paget. 

John Ld Darcie of Chich, 

Charles Ld Howard of 
Effingham. 

Roger Ld North. 

Giles Bruges Ld Chandois. 


Henry Carey, Ld Hunſ- 
don 


Oliver Ld St Jebn of 


Queen Elizabeth. 
5 


Harrowden. Bletſo. 
Frederick Ld Windſor. Thomas Sackvile Ld Buck- 
Thomas Lid Wentworth hurt. | 
of Nettleſted. William N Ld De la 
Thomas Ld Brough. Ware, f 
William Paulet Ld St Jobn Henry Ld Cheney of Tod- 
of Baſing. dington. | 
Lewis Ld Mordaunt. Henry Ld Norrysof Rycot, 


Whoever compares this Lift of the Peerage with 
that in the Beginning of this Reign, will find that 
there had been above twenty new Creations; which, 
with the twenty-ſix Biſhops, muſt give the Court a 
very great Power in the Houſe of Lords in thoſe 
Days, Nor was the Queen leſs pleaſed, we may 
ſuppoſe, with the Body of Commons, ſince in the 
Courſe of ſo many Years ſhe never thought proper 
to change them. However, at the Meeting afore- 
mentioned, Death had made an Alteration in that 
Houſe, by taking from them their Speaker; with- 
out which they could do no Buſineſs, as was the 
Caſe of the laſt Parliament. A long Repreſentati- 
on is entered in the Lords Fournals, concerning a 
# pr Defect in the other Hout, for Want of 
Sir Robert Bell, Kt. Lord Chief Baron of the Ex- 
* chequer, their Mouth and Speaker, lately dead, 
But that they finding yo Direction what K | 
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© by a former Precedent, in a Seffion of Parliament 
* holden, Sept. 3oth, in the 8th Year of her Reign, 
© had appointed Sir Francis Knolles, Kt. Treaſu- 
© rerof the Queen's Houſhold ; Sir James Crofts, 
© Comptroller; Sir Francis Walſingham, and 
© Door Milſon, Secretaries of State; Sir Malter 
s Mildmay, Kt. Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
t with ſeveral other Members of the ſaid Houſe, in 
© the Name of the whole, to go and wait upon the 
$ Lord Chancellor and the Houſe of Lords, and 
© requeſt their Aid and Aſſiſtance for Intimation of 
the Matter to her Majeſty. X 
Then the Lord Chancellor, firſt deſiring this 
Committee to withdraw a while, acquainted that 
$ Houſe with the Petition of the Commons; who, 
© after dus Conſideration of the Premiſſes, thought 
© proper to appoint ſuch of the Lords as were of 
the Privy-Council, with the Marquis of M incheſ- 
© ter and the Earl of Arundele, to go along with a 
? ſelect Number of the Commons, to repreſent 
© this Caſe to the Queen,” | 
The firſt Day, the Receivers and Tryers of Peti- 
tions being appointed, as antiently, a Bill was read 


for the Reformation of Abuſes in Sheriffs and Un- 


der-Sheriffs, and their Officers; which we do not 
find paſſed into a Law. The Houſe was adjourned 
to the 18th: On which Day it is entered, that the 
Lord Chancellor produced a Commiſſion from the 
Queen under the Broad Seal, whereby he was au- 
thoriſed to call the Commons before him, and to 
will and command them to repair to their accuſtom- 
ed Place, and chooſe another Speaker, in the Room 
of Sir Robert Bell, Kt. aforeſaid. But nothing more 
js entered in the Lords Fournal; about this Matter. 
Two Bills were brought into the Houſe of Lords 
this Seſſion, the firſt was againſt Scandalous Words 
and Rumours, and other Seditious Practices. The 
other againſt Scandalous Libels made onthe Queen. 
The firft paſſed into a Law, but we hear no more 
of the latter; but it is probable they were both 
joined into one, which, together, formed a Law tq 
this Purpoſe; Er i IM TU ff +» deb as + 

4 0 j —_ 6 That 
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That if any Perſon ſhall adviſedly and with a Ween INE 
malicious Intent, ſpeak any falſe and ſlanderoug aer 
News, or Tales, againſt the Queen that now is, 

5 he ſhall have both his Ears cut off except he pay 

two hundred Pounds into the Exchequer, for the 

+ Queen's Uſe, within two Months after Judg- 

ment. And, if he ſpake ſuch flanderous Tales 

on the Report of any other, he ſhall have one 

$ of his Ears cut off, except he pay two hundred 

Marks, Se. And, if any Perſon, once convict, 

« ſhall offend again, it ſhall be adjudged Felony. 

« Likewiſe, if any Perſon, within this Realm or 

without, ſhall deviſe, write, print, or ſet forth 

any Bock, Rhime, Ballad, Letter, or Writing, 

© containing any falſe, ſeditious, and flanderous 

Matter, to the Defamation of the Queen, or the 

* Stirring or Moving any Rebellion; or ſhall cauſe 

any ſuch Book, Rhime, Writing, &c, to be writ- 5 
* ten, printed, or publiſhed ; or ſhall, by ſetting of 
© any Figure, caſting of Nativity, or by Calculati- 
on, Propheſying, Witchcraft, Conjuration, &c, 
F ſeek to know, and ſhall ſet forth, by expreſs 
Words, Deeds, or Writings, how long the Queen 
F ſhall live; or who ſhall reign, as King or Queen 
after her Deceaſe ; or ſhall utter any Prophecies 
to any ſuch Intent; or ſhall wiſh or deſire the 
Death or Deprivation of the Queen, or any Thing 
to the ſame Effect; then eyery ſuch Offence 
ſhall be adjudged Felony. 

It is certain that the Government was under 
no ſmall Uneaſineſs, at this Time, on account of 
the open Freedoms taken with the Queen and her 
Adminiſtration, and the Secret Deſigns of the Papr/ts 
who were conſtantly plotting to overthrow both. 
This Jealouſy produced a Bill ſtronger than the for- 
mer, which was firſt read and carried in the Houſe 
of Commons, and ſent up to the Lords, March the 
7th, with this Title; # Bill for keeping the Queens 
Majeſty's Subjects in their due Obedience, The Bill 
was read a third Time, on the 1oth of the ſame 
Month, and concluded; and is the firſt Act, in our 

' Statute-Baoks, of this Seſſion. By it was declared, 
P 4 | That 
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Anpther, making 
it High Treaſon 
jo turn Papiſt, 
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That whoſoever ſhall diſſuade the Subjects from 
© their Obedience to their Prince, and from the 
© Religion eſtabliſhed in England, or ſhall reconcile 
© them to the Church of Rome; alſo, thoſe who 
{ ſhall be ſo diſſuaded and reconciled, are guilty of 
© High Treaſon. Thoſe, alſo, who ſhall ſay Maſs, 


t are fined in two hundred Marks and Impriſon- 


ment for a Year, or longer, till thev have paid 


© the Money, Thoſe who ſhall wittingly and 
< willingly be preſent at Maſs, are fined in one hun- 
© dred Marks, and Impriſonment likewiſe for a 
© Year. And they who refuſe to frequent Divine 
© Service, in their Pariſh-Churches, are fined in 
twenty Pounds a Month.“ 2 

The better to underſtand the Reaſon why the 
Government enacted ſuch ſevere Laws, at preſent, 
it will be neceſlary to look a little into the Hiſtory 
of the I. imes. Amongſt the Many Matches that 
had been propoſed to Queen Elizabeth, from diffe- 
rent Princes of Europe, there was one, at this Time, 


Which came nearer Marriage than any of the reſt. 


In the Year 1572, the Queen-Mother of France 
had propoſed her youngeſt Son, Francis Duke 
D' Alenzon, as a 2 for Elizabeth; but 
the Queen is ſaid then to diſapprove of it, becauſe 
of the Inequality of their Ages; he being then 
ſcarce ſeventeen Years, and ſhe above eight and 


thirty (2). However, the Queen promiſed to con- 


ſider of it; and a long Conſideration ſhe took; for 
{he led him a Dance from Year to Year, till, his 
elder Brother dying, he became Duke af Anjou 
In the Year 1581, this Duke was chofen Gover- 
nour of the Netherlands, by the then revolted 


A Marriage on States; and the ſame Year came himſelf in Eng- 


Foot between the 
Queea and the 
Duke of An- 


7 : 


land, in order to proſecute, with more Vigour, his 
intended Match with the Queen. The Nail was 
now driven a-great Length; and the briſk French 


Prince purſued the Amour fo cloſely, that ſome Au- 
thors, eſpecially Hollingſbead, have left us Room to 


think that a very great Familiarity was then between 
den. The grave Mr, Cann telly us, That an 
(1) Capder in Kennet, p. 4454 
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the 17th of November, this Year, when the Queen Queen Elizabeth, 
kad, with great Pomp, celebrated her Coronation- 7581. 
Day, the Force of modeſt Love, in the Midſi of amo- 
rous Diſcourſe, carried her ſo far as to draw off a Ring 
from her own Finger, and put it upon the Duke Y | 
Anjou's, upon certain Conditions betwixt them two (m). 

The Company took this Action for a public Con- 
tract; but it did not prove ſo; for the Duke having 
ſpent ſome Months in bringing this old Pike to his 
Bait, was at laſt forced to quit her; not without 
ſome ſmart Inyectives againſt the Lightneſs of Wo- 
men, ſays Camden, and the Inconſtancy 7 anders. 

This Amour occaſioned great Noiſe all over 
Europe; but, at Home, People were variouſly af- 
feed, as their own Intereſts led them to judge of — 2 
the Match. The Papi/ts were glad to find that a che Proteſ- 
Popiſh Prince was, likely, once more to be on, or tants, 
near, the Throne; and the Prote/tants, on the 
contrary, were ſhocked at ſuch a Praſpect. Theſe 
laſt threw out many ſevere Reflexions on the inten- 
ded Union: Books and Pamphlets were printed a- 
gainſt it. Amongſt which, one gave great Offence 
to the Queen, entituled, The Gulph, wherein Eng- 
land will be ſtualloued by the French Match. The 
Author, Printer, and Publiſher of it, being found 
out, ſuffered an uncommon Pyniſhment, having 
their Right Hands cut off by a Cleaver, driven thro” 
the Wrift by the Force of a Mallet, on a Scaffold 
in Weſtminſter (n). 
| Theſe Men were of a Sect lately ſprung up, cal- 
led Puritans. But, * 

The Queen, to ſhew that ſhe was no Way 
inclined to favour Popery, ſuffered, at the ſame 
'Time, four Papiſh Prieſts to be arraigned and exe- 
cuted as Traitors. And theſe were the Reaſons 
that induced the Government to get the foregoing 
Laws enacted; both againſt the open ſeditious Li- 
bels and Reflections of the Puritans, and the 
ſecret Practices of the Papi/ts. That the Former 
were very warm intheir Remonſtrances to the = 
la- 


(m) Camden, &c, h. 536, | 
0 By virtue of an Act paſs'd in the Reign of Philip and Mary, 
*32nkt the Authors and Publiſhers of Scditious Writings. = 
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liament itſelf, at this Time, apears by an Admonj- 
tion then addreſſed to the Queen and both Houſes, 
In the Concluſion of which, the Authors thunder 


A Pious Remon- Out Anathemas againſt all thoſe who oppoſe the 
france againſt it, Progreſs of their intended Religious Plan; the 


Stile and charitable Inſinuations of which are too 
curious to be omitted. This Pious Admonition tells 
them plainly: | 

© That the State did not ſhew itſelf upright, al- 
© ledge the Parliament what it will; that all honeſt 
* Men ſhould find Lack of Equity, and all good 
s Conſciences condemn that Court; that it ſhould 
be cafier for Sodom and Gomorrha, in the Day of 
Juagment, than for ſuch a Parliament, That 
F there is no other Thing to be looked for than 
5 ſome ſpeedy Vengeance to light upon the whole 
Land, let the politic Machiavels of England pro- 
© vide as well as they can, tho' God do his work, 
And, finally, if they of that Aſſembly would not 
t follow the Advice of their Admonitions, they 
£ would infallibly be their own Carvers in it; the 
Church being bound to keeep God's Order, and 
nothing to be called God's Order but their pre- 
* ſent Plat-form (o) But to proceed with our 

„ | | 

On the 6th of February, a Bill was brought in- 
to the Houſe of Lords, to oblige all Perſons whatſo- 
ever to come to Church, hear Divine Service, and 
receive the Sacrament. But this Bill was let drop 
after the firſt Readin 


- A Snbbdy grant-. March the ad, a Bin was ſent up by the Com- 
Kl. 


mons, for granting a Supply to her Majeſty, of 2 
Subſidy, Loy Fiftcenths and Tenths. It paſſed the 
Houſe of Lords on the 8th ; but, itis ſtrange, that 
Camden takes no Manner of Notice of theſe Taxes, 
nor for what Occaſion they were wanted; unleſs it 
was for, ſecretly, ſupplying the Dutch, the then 
Humble States, with Money, to ſupport them in 
© their late Revolt from Spain (p). «AB 


Collier Eecelefaft. Hift. Vol. II. p. 536. 
: 2) Camden in Kennet, p. 485. 
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A Bill paſſed the Houſe of Lords for forti ng the Queen Elizabeth» 


Borders towards, Scotland, which was ſent down to __ .. 
the Commons, who, on the 8th of March, ſent up 

4 new Bill to the Lords, to the ſame Purpoſe, and 

their old Bill with it, On which this remarkable 

Entry is made i in their Journals: | 

« This Day the Commons Houſe ſent up a new 
„Bill, For fortifying the Borders towards Scotland, 
and, withal, returned a former Bill, which the 
„Lords, with great Dcliberation, had aſſed, and 
$ ſent down 4 26 with the me Title. 'Which — — 
© Courſe the Lords thought to be both derogatory Houſes 
to the Superiority of the Place, and contrary to the 
© antient Courſe of both Houſes. And, as they 
* diſliked this Diſorder, fo it was their Pleaſure, that 
this their Miſliking ſhould be entered in the Re- 
© cords of Parliament, left ſo evil an Example 
© might hereafter be uſcd as a Precedent.'— This is 
one of the firſt Inſtances, we haye yet met with, of 
any material Niſpute between the Two Houſes. 
Whether they = any Conference to ſettle this Af- 
fair is uncertain by the Lord's Fourzal; but we 
find, that on 2 Loth, the new Bill was read a 
firſt Time, by the Lords, and paſſed that Houſe on 
the 15th, with certain Amendments, which were 
8 to by the 9 | n 2 

auſes of A etween. 

came = to rol, at the 9 Houſe ot 

Lords, and entered 1 in their Journal. In this Seſſi- 
on, there. is a long Memorandum made of a Cauſe 
between the Marg ueſs of Wincheſter, his Lady 
and one Mr. n wh ich, at „Was refered 4 
to a Committee of Lords,” Gn by the Paxties 
themſelves, for their Determination. 

The Journal of the Houſe of Commons begin Jebn Pophamy, 
this Sefhon of Parliament, with a very long Entry, < — 
relating to the Death of their Speaker, and the Elec- the E Death of Six 

tion of a new. one, But, as this was purely Matter Robert Bell, 
of Form, we. paſs it over, 

The Commons having made Choice of XS 
Aur Eſq; her r Ma Jelly s Sollicitor- General, for 
their 8 peaker, i in the room of Sir Robert Bll, _ 

ea; 
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Queen Elizabeth, ed; he was preſented, and confirmed by the Queen, 


1581. 


2 


fil 


on the 20th of January, with the uſual Ceremo- 
nies. But, what is very remarkable, the Lord 
Chancellor gave him this Admonition: 
© That the Houſe of Commons ſhould not deal 
© or intermeddle with any Matters touching her 
© Majeſty's Perſon, or Eſtate, or Church-Govern- 
© ment.” wer Re OM 
The next Thing, of any Moment, that we find 
in the Journali, is a Work of Piety, and evidently 
ſhews the Religious Diſpoſition ofthe Membersin 


thoſe Days. 


January 21ſt, one Mr. Paul Wentworth ſtood 
up, and made a Motion, for a public Faſt, and 
daily Preaching. * The Faſt to be appointed upon 
* ſome one certain Day, but the Preaching to bee- 
t very Morning before the Houſe did fit. That ſo, 
© they beginning their Proceedings, with the Ser- 
c vice and Worſhip of God, he might the better 
< bleſs them in all their Conſultations and AQi- 
© ons.“ 

This Motion occafioned a warm Debate, and 
many Speeches, we are told, were made, Pro and 
Con, about it. It is not ſaid what any of their Ar- 

nts were, only, that Sir Francis Knolls, Trea- 

urer ; Mr. Thomas Cromwell, and Mr. Alford, ſpoke 
againft the Motion ; and Mr. Cook, Mr. Secretary 
Wilfen, and Mr. Serjeant Flowerden, for it. Mr. 
Norton alſo ſhewed Precedents, that there had been 


Faſts in London, appointed only by the Council, 


By which, ſays the Fournali/t, he ſeemed to infer, 
that a Parliament vught the rather to do it. 
However, the Houſe being divided about this 


Commone Matter, it was put to the Queſtion, when one hun- 
— dred and fiſteen Voices were for, and one hundred 


againſt it. We let this paſs without any other Ob- 
ſervation, than that this Paul Menttoorth was Brother 


to Peter, who began the laſt Seſſion with a famous 


Speech on the Liberty oſ Parliament. And the 
Sequel will ſhew that this laſt Motion bred almoſt 
as much Diſturbance as the former, For, 0 


* 
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On the Reſolution aforeſaid, a Faſt having Queen Elizabeth, 
been appointed to be kept, in the Temple-Church, 1581, 
on the 29th of this Inſtant January, there to aſſem- 
dle and meet together, to hear Preaching, and join 
in Prayer, Humiliation, and Faſting, &c. on the — re. 
24th of the fame Month, an Entry is made, which Cern ” 
we ſhall give, verbatim, as follows: 

f 


Mr. Speaker declared himſelf, for his own 
Part, to be very ſorry for the Error that happened 
here in this Houſe upon Saturday laſt, in reſolving 
to have a publick Faſt; and ſheweth her 1 
great Miſliking of the Proceeding of this ouſt 
therein, declaring it to fall out in ſuch Sort as he 
before did fear it would do; and, adviſing the Houft- 
to a Submiſſion in that Behalf, further moved them 
to beſtow their Time and Endeavour hereafter, du- 
ring the Seffion, in Matters proper and pertinent for 
this Houſe to deal in, and to omit all ſuperfluous 
and unneceſſary Motions and Arguments, with all 
due Regard and Conſideration to the Order-of the 
Houſe, | 2 

Mr. Vice-Chamberlain declaring a Meſſage 
from her Majeſty to this whole Houſe, by her 
Highneſs's Commandment ſhewed unto them her 
great Admiration of the Raſhnefs of this Houſe, in 
committing ſuch an apparent Contempt againſt her 
Majeſty's expreſs Commandments, very lately be- 
fore delivered unto the whole Houſe by the Lord 1 
Chancellor in her Highneſs's Name, as to attempt 1 
and put in Execution, ſuch an Innovation as | 
ſame Faſt, without her Majeſty's Privity and Plea- 

_ firſt known ; blaming firſt the whole Houſe, ; 

and then Mr. Speaker ; and declaring her Majefty's 

Proteſtation for the allowing of Faſtin and 17 

er, with the Uſe and Exerciſe thereof in her own 

Perſon; but reproving the undutiful Proceeding of 

this Houſe, as againſt the Duty of Subjects, did. 

nevertheleſs, very eloquently and amply, fet forth 

her Majeſty's moſt honourable and good Accepta- 

den of the Zeal, Duty, and Fidelity, of bal 
8 , W : 


* 
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 Highnets's Perſon, and the State of this Common: 


wealth; (in reſpect whereof her Majeſty hath fo 


long continued this Parliament without Diſſolution) 


and declared further, to the great Joy and Comfort 


of this whole Houſe, that her Majeſty nevettheleſs, 


of her ineſtimable and Princely good Love and Diſ- 
poſition, and of her -Highneſs moſt gracious Cle- 
mency, conſtrueth the {aid Offence and Contempt 
to be raſh, unadviſed, and an inconſiderate Error 
of this Houſe, proceeding of Zeal, and not of 
the wilful and malicious 3 of this Houſe, or 
of any Member of the ſame; imputing the Cauſe 
therefore partly to her own Lenity towards a Bro- 
ther of that Man which now made» this Motion; 
(Mr. Wentworth) who in the laſt Seſſion was by 
this Houſe for juſt Cauſes reprehended and com- 
mitted, but by her Majeſty graciouſly pardoned 
and reſtored again. And after many excellent Diſ- 
courſes and Dilatations of her Highneſs's moſt ho- 
nourable and loving Care for the Advancement of 
Religion and the State, wherein ſhe had before 
ſignified her Prohibition to this Houſe by the Lord 
Chancellor, ſhewed that her Highneſs hath already 
deeply conſulted upon thoſe Matters in all due and 
needful ReſpeQs, and prepared fit and apt Courſes 
todigeſt them, meet and ready to be delivered un- 
to this Houſe from her Highneſs, by ſuch Direc- 
Yion as her Majeſty thinketh moſt. convenient. 
And fo perſuading this Houſe to 8002 the Time 


"About the neceſſary Service of the Queen's Majeſ- 
ty and of the Common-wealth, with due and 
grave Regard to the antient Orders of this Houſe; 
Conchideth, thathe thinketh it very meet, that this 
Whole Houſe, or ſome one of this Houſe, by War- 


.Fatit of the Houſe, in the Namo of the ſaid Houſe, 


do make molt humble Submiſſion unto her Majeſ- 
DE acknowledging the ſaid Offence and Contempt, 
Aud in moſt humble and dutiful wiſe, to pray Re- 
Ron of theſame at her Highneſs's Hands, with 


#4 


Jl Purpoſe hereafter to forbear committing of 


e Offence.” 
5 6 Mr , 


- 
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Mr. Comptroller followed him, and ſpake to Queen Eli 


the ſame Effect, but urged and enforced the Fault 
of the Houſe with much more Violence.“ 

Mr. Nicholas St. Leger ſpake next, and with 
agreat deal of Diſcretion and Moderation extenuat- 
ed the ſaid Offence of the Houſe: urging firſt, the 
great Affection to her Majeſty, the Sincerity of 
their Intention in that Motion of the Faſt; then 
the Imperfections and Sins to which not only pri- 
rate Men, but publick States are alſo ſubject, and 
therefore needed to be ſupported by Prayer and 

Humiliation; and then he urged, the great Fault 

and Remiſſneſs of the Biſhops, who ſuffered that 
moſt neceſſary Duty of Faſting and Humiliation to 
grow even out of Uſe in the Church; and laſtly, 
he concluded, that he truſted that both her Majeſ- 
9 and all her Subjects, would be ready to expreſs 
their true Repentance to God in humbling them- 
ſelves in Sack-Cloth and Aſhes.” 
Mr. St. Poole followed Mr. St. Leger, but 
ſpake ſomewhat differing from him, aggra- 
vating the Fault of the Houſe, and urging Sub- 
miſſion,” | | 

© Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpake next, 
and admoniſhed the Houſe of their Duty which 
they did owe to ſo good and gracious a Prince, as 
her Majefty hath expreſſed herſelf to be in all this 


long Time of her Government; and therefore 


urged the Houſe to Submiſſion.” 
Mr. Seckford, one of the Maſters of the Re- 


2 urged the ſame Submiſſion; but withal be 


ought it very fitting, and could wiſh it, that Mr. 
Vice-Chamberlain, who tad brought the Meſf: 
from her Majeſty of her Diſpleaſure, might all 
carry the Houſe's Submiſſion back again unto her 
Highneſs,” 2 
Mr. Flowerden ſpake next, and ſhewed the 
dincerity of his Intention in ſpeaking for the F. 
when it was firſt moved; but now concluded, that 
it was moſt fitting for the Houſe to make their Sub- 
miſhon to her Majeſty,” oh 
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Queen Elizabeth,  < Mr. Carleton ſtood up and offered to have ſpo- 


. 


They make a 


ken, but was interrupt 


by Mr. Speaker and the 
ouſe, Ns [OTST x 
© Then Mr. Speaker aſked the Queſtion, Whes- 


ther Mr. Vice-Chamberlain ſhould carry the Sub- 


miſſion of the Houſe to her Majeſty, and it was 
agreed to by the Conſent of the whole Houſe.” 


Submiſſion to her Mr. Carleton offered again to ſpeak, ſaying 


Err Walter Mild- 
- may's Motion 


3 


with ſome Repetition, that what he had to move 
was for the Liberty of the Houſe ; but the Speaker 
notwithſtanding, and the Houſe (out of a tender 


Care as it ſeemeth to give no further Diſtaſte to 


her Majeſty) did ſtay him.” 8 

© Mr. Vice- Chamberlain brought Anſwer from 
her Majeſty of her moſt gracious Acceptation of 
the Submiſfion, and of her Majeſty's * 
and Confidence of their diſcreet Proceeding; with 
one ſpecial Note, that they do not miſreport the 
Cauſe of her Miſliking, which was not, for that 


they deſired Faſting and Prayer, but for the Man- 


ner in preſuming to indict a Form of publick Faſt 
without Order and without her Privity, which 
was to intrude upon her Authority Eccleſiaſtical. 
Sir Walter Mildmay ſpake next, and ſaid, 

: principal Cauſe of our Aſſembly here, 
5 being to conſult of Matters that do con- 


for ſecuring — cern the Realm, I have thought good wirh your 


Kingdom, 
againſt the 


© Patience, to remember you of ſuch Things, as 


and his Adhe- © for the Weight and Neceflity of them I take to 


rents. 


'© be worthy of your Conſiderations. Wherein 


I mean to note unto you what I have eonceiv- 


© ed, firſt, of the preſent State we be in; next, of 
the Dangers we may juſtly be in doubt of; and 
© laſtly, what Proviſion ought to be made in Time 
to prevent or reſiſt them, Theſe ſhewed, as 
© briefly as the Matters will ſuffer, I leave them to 
your Judgments to proceed further as you ſhall 
_ © find it expedient. 


© That our moſt gracious Queen did at her fuſt 


2 Entry looſen us from the Yoke of Rome, aid 


of ENGL AND: 


$ holy — of the Goſpel, which for a Time 
as overſhad 

6 all the World, and felt of us to our fingr 

© Comforts, But from hence, as from the Root, 
© hath ſprung that implacable Malice of the Pope, 
© and his Confederates againft her, _— they 
t have and do ſeek; not only to trouble, but; if 


* they could, to bring the Realm again into 


© Thraldom ; the rather for that they hold this as 
$a firm and ſettled Opinion, that England is the 
6 2 ſettled Monarchy that moſt doth maintain 
t and countenance Religion, being the Chief Sanc- 
* tuary for the afflicted Members of the Church 
e that fly thither from the Tyranny of Rome, as 
© Men being in Danger of Shipwreck, do from 2 
| raging and tempeſtuous Sea, to a calm and quiet 
Haven. This being fo, What hath not the Pope 
© efſayed to annoy the Queen and her State, there- 
* by, as he thinketh, to remove this great Obſtacle 
© that ſtandeth between him and the over- flowing 
* of the World again with Popery? For the Proof 
© whereof theſe may ſuffice. t 
© The Northern Rebellion ſtirred up by the 
© Pope, and the Quarrel for Popery. r 
I» Maintenance fithence of thoſe Rebels 
* and other Fugitives. 
© The publiſhing of a moſt impudent, blaſphe- 
460 C0 and malicious Bull againſt our moſt Right- 
een. 

The Invaſion into ſreland by James Fitz- 
* Morrice, with the Aſſiſtance of ſome Engliſh 
Rebels. t * 

The Raiſing of a dangerous Rebellion in Jre- 
and by the Earl of Deſmond and others, in- 
* tending thereby to make a general Revolt of all 
* the whole Realm. 

The late Invaſion of Strangers into reland, 
and their fortifying it. : h 

© The Pope turned thus the Venom of his Cur- 
* ſes and the Pens of his malicious Paraſites into 
Men of War and Weapons, to win that by 


owed with Popery, is known of 
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© though all theſe are ſaid to be done by the Pops, 


and in his Name, yet who ſeeth not that they 
© be maintained under-hand by ſome Princes his 
© Confederates? And if any Man be in doubt of 
© that, let him but note from whence the laſt In- 
© yaſion into Ireland came, of what Country the 


Ships, and of what Nation the moſt Part of the 


« Soldiers were, and by Direction of whoſe Mini- 
© ſters they received their Victual and Furniture. 

For the Pope of himſelf at this preſent, is far 
6 unable to make War upon any Prince of that 
© Eſtate which her Majeſty. is of, having loſt, as 
© you know, many Years, by the Preaching of the 


© Goſpel, thoſe infinite Revenues which he was 


© wont to have out of England, Scotland, 'Germa- 
© ny, Switzerland, Denmark, and others; and now 


© out of France and the Low-Countries; fo as we 
© are to think that his Name only is uſed, and all, 


© or the moſt Part of the Charge, borne by others. 

* The Queen nevertheleſs by the Almighty 
© Power of God ſtandeth faſt, maugre dhe Pj 
© and all his Friends; having hitherto reſiſted all 
< Attempts againſt her, to her great Honour, and 
© their great Shame. As, 

© The Rebellion in the North ſuppreſſed with- 
© out Effuſion of Blood, wherein her Majeſty may 


* ſay as Ceſar did, Veni, vidi, vici; ſo expedite 


© and ſo honourable was the Very that God did 
© give her, by the Diligence and Valour of thoſe 
noble Men that had the Conducting thereof. 
The Enterprise of James Fitz-Morice deteat- 
ed, and himſelf lain. . 
The Italians pulled out by the Ears at Smir- 


© wick in Ireland, and cut in Pieces by the notable 
'© Service of a noble Captain and valiant Soldiers. 


Neither theſe nor any other Threatnings dr 
© Feats of Danger hath, or doth make her to ſtag- 
© ger or relent in the Cauſe of Religion ; but like 


A a conſtant Chriſtian Princeſs, ſhe ſtill holdeth faſt 


< the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, that hath ſo long 
* upholden, her, and made us to live in * 


Fes 
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t twenty two Vears and more under her moſt Ween ends 2 
© oracious. Government, free from thoſe Troubles 
© that our Neighbours have felt; fo as this now 
« ſeemeth to be our preſent State, a bleſſed, peace- 
| cable, and happy Time, for the which we are 
| © moſt bound to God, and to pray unto him for 
the Continuance thereof, 5 
5 But yet notwithſtanding, ſeeing our Enemies 
« ſleep not, it behoveth us not to be careleſs, as 
« though all were paſt; but rather to think, that 
there is but a Piece of the Storm over, and that 
the greater Part of the Tempeſt remaineth be- 
© hind, and is like to fall upon us by the Malice 
© of the Pope, the moſt Capital Enemy of the 
Queen and this State, the Determinations of the 
Council of Trent, and the Combination of the 
© Pope with other Monarchies and Princes devoted 
© unto Rome ; aſſuring ourſelves that if their PoW-- 
© ers be anſwerable to their Wills, this Realm fhall 
find at their Hands all the Miſeries and Extremities- 
© that they can bring upon it. And though by the 
© late good Succeſs which God hath given in Ire- 
© land, theſe lewd and malicious Enterprizes ſeem 
for a Time to be as it were at a Stand; yet let 
© us be aſſured, that neither their Attempts upon 
Ireland, neither the Miſchiefs intended againſt 
© England will ceaſe thus; but if they find us ne- 
* gligent, they will be ready with greater Forces 
than haye been yet ſeen. The certain Determi- 
* nation which the Pope and his combined Friends 
have to root out the Religion of the Goſpel in 
- all Places, and to begin here as their greateſt Im- 
© pediment, is Cauſe ſufficient to make us the more 
* vigilant, and to have a wary Eye to their Doings 
* and Proceedings, how ſmoothly ſoever they ſpeak 
© or diſſemble their Friendſhips for the Time: For 
Ir * let us think ſurely, that they have joined Hands 
* together againſt us; and it they can, they will 
* procure the Sparks of the Flames that have been 
* ſo terrible in other Countries, to fly over into 
2 and to kindle as great a Fire here. — 
& the Pops by open Hoſtility, as you ſee, hath 
J ope T5 1 r — 
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© ter to anſwer in Time the Purpoſes that he hath 
© fet down in the mean Seaſon till they come to 
© Riperteſs, he hath and doth by ſecret Practi- 
© ces within this Realm leave nothing untried, 
© embolding many undutiful Subjects to ſtand 
< faſt in their Diſobedience to her Majeſty and her 
© Laws: For albeit the pure Religion of the Goſ- 
Apel hath had a free Courſe, and hath been freely 
© preached now many Years within this Realm by 
© the Protection of her Majeſty's moſt Chriſtian 
Government; yet ſuch have been the Practices 
© of the Pope and his fecret Miniſters, as the obſti- 
© nate and ſtiff necked Papiſi is fo far from being 
© reformed, as he hath gotten Stomach to go back- 
< ward, and to ſhew his Diſobedience- not only in 
© arrogant Words, but alſo in contemptuous 
6 Deeds. 2 

To confirm them herein, and to increaſe their 
© Number, you ſee how the Pope hath and doth 
© comfort their hollow Hearts with Abſolutions, 
Diſpenſations, Reconciliations, and ſuch other 
© Things of Rome. You ſee how lately he hath 
© ſent hither a Sort of Hypocrites, naming them- 
© ſelves Jeſuites, a Rabble of vagrant Friers newly 
4 — up, and running through the World to 
© trouble the Church of God: whoſe principal 
< Errand is by creeping into the Houſes of Men of 
© Behaviour and Reputation, not only to corrupt 
© the Realm with falſe Doctrine, but alſo under 
© that Pretence, to ftir up Sedition, the Peril of 
© her Majeſty and her good Subjects. 

© How theſe Practices of the Pope have wrought 


© in the diſobedient Subjects of this Land, is both 


evident and lamentable to conſider, For ſuch 
E Impreflion hath the Eſtimation of the Pope's Au- 
© thority made in them, as not only thoſe which 
from the Beginning have refuſed to obey, but 


© many, yea, very many of thoſe which divers 


'© Years together did yield and conform themſelves 
in their open Actions, ſithence the Decrees of 


that unholy Council of Trent, and ſithence the 


Pub- 
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& Publiſhing and Denouncing of that blaſphemons Queen Elizabeths 
© Bull againſt her Majeſty, and ſithence thoſe ſe- 1384 

© cret Abſolutions and Reconciliations, and the 

« {warming hither of a Number of Popih Prieſts 

© and Monkith Jeſuites, have and do utterly refuſe 

©to be of our Church, or to reſort unto our 

© Preaching and Prayers, The Sequel whereof 

* muſt needs prove dangerous to the whole State of 

the Common-wealth. 

By this you ſee what Cauſe we have juſtly to 
doubt great Miſchief threatned to this Realm; 
and therewith you may eaſily ſee alſo how for 
the preventing and withſtanding of the ſame, it 
© behoveth her Majeſty not only to provide in 
Time ſufficient Laws for the eontinuing of this 
* peaceable Government; but alſo to be ready with 
Forces to repreſs All Attempts that may be enter- 
© prized either by Enemies abroad, ap by evil Sub- 
© jets at Home. þ 

© What Difference there is between the Pope's 
© perſecuting Church, and this mild Church of the 
* Goſpel, hath been ſeen in all Ages, and eſpecial- 
©ly in the late Government compared with the 

* merciful Time of her Majeſty's Reign; the 
| * Continuance of which Clemency is alfo to be 
* withed, fo far as may ſtand with God's Honour 
*and the Safety of the Realm: But when by 
long Proof we find, that this fayourable and 
gentle Manner of dealing with the Diſobeyers 
and Contemners of Religion, to win them by fair 
Means if it were poſſible, hath done no good, but 
* hath bred in them a more-arrogant and contemp- 
| * tuous Spirit, ſo as they have not only preſumed 
| to diſobey the Laws and Orders of the Realm, 
but alſo to accept from Rome ſecret Abſolutions, 
* Reconciliations, and ſuch like ; and that by the 
Hands of lewd Runagates, Prieſts, and Jeſuites, 
* harbouring and entertaining them even in their 
* Houſes; thereby ſhewing an Obedience to the 
© Pope, by their Direction alſo nouriſhing and train- 
ing up their Children and Kinsfolks, not only at 
| * Home, but alſo Abroad in the Seminaries of 


23 6 Popery; 
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more narrowly and ſtrictly to them, leſt as they 


be corrupt, ſo they prove dangerous Members 


— 


D 


Sto many born within the Entrails of our Com- 


mon- Wealth. 
And ſeeing that the Lenity of the Time and 


s the Mildneſs of the Laws heretofore made, are 
.* no ſmall Cauſe of their arrogant Diſobedience, 


© it is neceſſary that we make a Proviſion of Laws 
more ſtrict and more ſevere; to conſtrain them 


Sto yield their open Obedience, at the leaſt, to 


live in, and the Pope take the le 


her Majeſty in Cauſes of Religion, and not to 
© live as they liſt, to the perilous Example of 


others, and to the Encouraging of their own 
< evil affected Minds: But if they will needs ſub- 


mit themſelves to the Benediction of the Pope, 
0 may feel how little his Curſes can hurt us, 
and how little his Bleſſings can ſave them from 


that Puniſhment which we are able to lay upon 
them; letting them alſo find, how dangerous it 
© ſhall be for them to deal with the Pope, or any 


- © thing of his, or with thoſe Romiſb Prieſts and 
Jeſuites; and therewith alſo how perilous it 


© ſhall be for thoſe ſeditious Runagates to enter 

? into the Land, to draw away from her Majeſty 

that Obedience which by the Laws of God and 
Man are due unto her. "Gs 

© This then is one of the Proviſions which we 

< ought to take care of in this Council, whereby 

ve may both enjoy ſtill that happy Peace we 

6 Boldneſs to 

trouble us, by any Favour he ſhall find here. 


The next is Proviſion of Force, ſufficient to 


anſwer any Violence that may be offered either 


© here or abroad; for the which you know it is 
< requiſite that her ny do make Preparation 


both by Sea and by Land. 


God hath placed this Kingdom in an Iſland 
© environed with the Sea as with a natural and 
* ſtrong Wall, whereby we are not ſubject to thoſe 
ſudden Invaſions which other Frontier Countries 
be. One of our greateſt Defences __—_— by 
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«Sea, the Number of good Ships is of the moſt Queen Elizaberhy 
Importance for us. What the Queen's Navy is, 1387. 
© how many notable Ships, and how far behind is 
« the Navy of any other Prince, is known to all 
Men; and therewith alſo it may be eaſily conſi- 
© dered how great Charges be incident to the 1 
© ſame, 1 
Neceſſary alſo it is, that her Majeſty have For- A 
ces by Land ſufficient to chaſtiſe the Rebels in 18 
* Ireland, and to repreſs any foreign Attempts ei- | : 
f 
| 
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© ther there or here. For which Services either 
by Land or by Sea, her Majeſty needeth not as 
© other Princes are fain to do, to entertain neceſ- | 
« ſary Soldiers of Foreign Countries hardly gotten, | | 
$ coſtly and 43 ng kept, and in the end, 
F little or no Service done them; but may bring 
* ſufficient Forces of her own natural Subjects, 
© ready and eaſy to be levied, that carry with 
© them willing, valiant, and faithful Minds, ſuch Wi 
© as few Nations may eaſily compare with, But Wi 
© theſe Forces with their — and Munition | 
4 can neither be prepared nor maintained to have 1 
0 © Continuance, without Proviſion of Treaſure ſuf- * 
© ficient to bear the Charge, being, as you know, 
N © termed of old, Neruus Belli. 
4 This belongeth to us to conſider, and that in 
l © Time there be not Lack af the Sinews that muſt 
© hold together the Strength of our Body. And 
* becauſe through the Malice of our Enemies, her 
© Majeſty is driven to keep great Forces in Ireland 
for the better Suppreſſing of that Rebellion to 
her exceeding Charge; and for that alſo it is un- 
© certain, how ſudden and how great other At- 
© tempts may be; therefore in Reaſon, our Supply 
of that Maintenance ought to be the more, eſpe- 
© cially the Wars being at this Day ſo coſtly as eve- 
0 7 Man in his private Expence may eaſily judge. 
Hut leſt that peradventure ſome may judge, that 
the Contribution granted by us now five Years 
* paſt, both frankly and dutifully, might ſuffice 
© for many Years without any new; I dare aſſure 
| © you for the Acquaintance I have (though I be 


Q 4 dun- 
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b ſhould not ſpend and adventure freely. 


© the ſame hath not been ſufficient to anſwer the 
© extraordinary Charges happen'd ſince then, eſpe- 
© cially thoſe of Hreland, by the one Half: but her 
s Majeſty hath ſupplied the reſt out of her own 
s Revenues, ſparing from herſelf to ſerve the Ne- 
© ceflity of the Realm, and ſhunning thereby 
Loans upon Intereſt, as a moſt peſtilent Canker 
© that is able to devour even the States of Princes. 
Which being ſo, as it is moſt true, we are not 
© to think upon the Charge that is paſt, but the 
© Good we have received by it, being by that Pro- 
© viſion well and honourably defended againſt the 
Malice of our Enemies. And therefore conſi- 
© dering the great Benefit we have received by the 
< laſt Payment, being eaſily taxed and eafily borne, 
© whereby we have kept all the reſt in Peace; let 
© us, as provident Counſellors of this State, prepare 
© again in Time that which may be able to with- 
© ſtand the Miſchiefs intended againſt us. To do 
© this willingly and liberally, our Duty to our 
© Queen and Country, and our Safeties move us, 


-6 The Love and Duty that we owe to our moſt 
© gracious Queen, by whoſe Miniſtry God hath 


done ſo great Things for us, even ſuch as be 
© wonderful in the Eyes of the World, ought to 
© make us more careful for her Preſervation and 
Security than for our own. A Princeſs known 
© by long Experience to be a principal Patron of 


the Goſpel, virtuous, wiſe, faithful, juſt, un- 


© ſpotted in Word and Deed, merciful, temperate, 
© a Maintainer of Peace and Juſtice amongſt her 
People without reſpect to Perſons; a Queen be- 
« ſides of this noble Realm, our Native Country, 
renowned of the World, which our Enemies 
© daily gave to over-run, if by Force or Sleight 


they could do it: For ſuch a Queen and ſuch a 


© Country, and for the Defence of the Honour 
< and Safety of them both, nothing ought to be 
dear unto us, that with moſt wiling Hearts we 


— 
© 
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The ſame Love and Duty that we owe to our Queen Elizabeths 
* pracious Sovereign, and to this our Native Coun- 2381 
$ iy; ought to make us all think upon the Realm 
« of 1 


= — — 


reland as upon a principal Member of this 

Crown, having continued ſo this four Hundred 

© Years or more, To loſe that Land, or any 

© Part thereof, which the Enemies ſeek, would 

not only bring with it Diſhonour, but alſo prove 

© a Thing moſt dangerous to England; conſidering 

© the Nearneſs of that Realm to this, and the 

* Goodneſs of ſo many notable Havens as be there. 

Again, to reform that Nation by planting therein 

Religion and Juſtice, which the Enemies labour 

Sto interrupt, is moſt godly and neceſſary; the 
Neglecting whereof hath, and will continue that 
People in all Irreligion and Diſorder, to the great 
* Offence of God, and to the infinite Charge of 
this Realm. 

- Finally, let us be mindful alſo of our Safety, 
thereby to avoid ſo great Dangers, not ſeen afar 
© off, but imminent over our Heads. | 

The Quietneſs that we have by the peaceable 
Government of her Majeſty, doth make us to 
d enjoy all that is ours in more Freedom than any 
© Nation under the Sun at this Day: But let not 
* that breed in us a careleſs Security, as though this 
© clear Sun-light could never be darkened; but let 

us think certainly that the Pope and his Favour- 
* ers do both envy our Felicity, and leave no Prac- 
* tice unſought to overthrow the ſame. And if 
* any Man be ſo dull (as J truft there be none here) 
that he cannot conceive the Bleſſedneſs of this our 
* golded Peace, except he felt the Lack of it; let 
© him but caſt his Eyes over the. Seas, into our 
* Neighbour's Countries, and there behold what 
Trouble the Pope and his Minifters have ftirred 
* againſt ſuch as profeſs the ſame Religion of Jeſus 
* Chrift as we do: There he may find Depopu- 
* lations and Devaſtations of whole Provinces and 
Countries Oover-throwing, Spoiling, and Sacking 
* of Cities and Towns ; Impriſoning, Ranſoming, 
* and Murthering of al Kind of People; beſides 


© other 
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Committees ap- 


War doth uſually bring with it. 


© From theſe God in his Mercy hath delivered 
© us; but this nevertheleſs is the State and Condi- 


tion that our Enemies would ſee us in, if by 
© any Device they could bring it to paſs; and to 


© that End, be then aſſured, they will ſpare no 


© Coſt, nor leave any Means uneſſayed. 


© Therefore to conclude, Seeing the Malice of 
© the Pope and his Confederates are fo notorious 
© unto us, and ſeeing the Dangers be ſo great, ſo 
© evident, and ſo imminent ; and ſeeing that Pre- 


© parations to withſtand them cannot be made 


© without Support of the Realm ; and ſeeing that 
© our Duties to God, our Queen and Country, 


and the N that hangeth upon our own 
'< Safe-guards, be 


eaſons ſufficient to perſuade us; 
© let us think upon theſe Matters as the Weight of 
them deferveth ; and fo provide in Time both by 


Laus to reſtrain and correct the evil affected Sub- 


< jets, and by Proviſion of that which ſhall be 
© requiſite for the Maintenance of Forces, as our 
Enemies finding our Minds ſo willing, and our 
© Hands fo ready to keep our Country in Order, 
© and to furniſh her Majeſty with all that ſhall be 


© neceſſary, may either be diſcouraged to attempt 


© any thing againſt us, or if they do, or may 
find ſuch Reſiſtance, as ſhall bring Confuſion to 
© themfelves, Honour to our moſt gracious Queen, 
< and Safety to us all. " 


© Mr. Norton purfued the fame Admonition, 


pointed accord- and required the Houſe to proceed to a Manner of 


_ executing it; which in his Opinion was to appoint 


all the Privy-Council of this Houſe, and certain 
other fit Perſons, to confult of Bills convenient to 
be framed according to the ſaid Motion to be pre- 


| ſented to the Houſe; which Motion alſo was well 


allowed, and Committees appointed to meet in the 
Exchequer-Chamber that Afternoon at Two of 


the Clock, viz. All the Privy-Council of this 
Houſe, Sir Thomas Heneage, T 


reaſurer of the 
Cham- 
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Chamber, the Maſters of Requeſts, Sir George Queen Elizabeth, 
Cary, Knight-Marſhal, Mr. 79 th Maſter of #53» 
the Wardrobe, Mr. Recorder of London, Mr. 
Serjeant Fenner, Mr. Serjeant Fleetwood, Sir James 
Harrington, Sir William More, Sir Thomas Scott, 
Sir John Brockett, Sir Henry Radclyſte, Mr. Yelver- 
ton, Sir Henry Gates, Mr. Hutton, Sir Philip 
Sidney, Sir Henry Leigh, Mr, Moodley, Sir Themas 
Shirley, Sir Henry Knivett, Mr. Norton, Mr. Al- 
derſey, Sir Rowland Hayward, Mr. Matthews, 
Sir Robert Wingfield, Sir Thomas Porter, Sir T ho- 
mas Perrot, Mr. John Price, Mr. Aylmer, Sir 
George Speke, Mr. Lieutenant of the Tower, Sir 
Thomas Cecill, Sir Arthur Baſſet, Mr. Croke, 
Mr. Robert Wrath, Mr. Edward Lewkenor, Mr. 
Thompſon, Mr. Layton, Mr. Edward Stanhope, 
Mr. Charles Morriſon, Mr. Gilbert Talbot, Mr. 
Edward Cary, Mr. Petar Wentworth, Mr. Sandys, 
Sir Robert Stapleton, Sir Nicholas St. Leger, Sir 
ames Mervin, Sir William Winter, Sir Edward 
pron, Mr. Fabian Philipps, Mr. Edgecombe, Sir 
Henry Woodhouſe. Mr. Peyton, and Mr. Digby.” 
There werevery few Debates on any conſiderable 
Points this Seſſion; the Bill for a Supply being 
paſs'd without any, There are alſo many Orders 
and Regulations relating to Elections, Ec. but 
none of them are material enough for our Purpoſe. 
The Houſe alſo thought fit to petition the Queen, 
on the old Score of making ſome farther Reforma- 
tion in Religion. But this was touched ſo ten- 
derly, in the Petition, that ſhe thought fit to 
give them a favourable Anſwer to it: On which 
the Houſe came to a Reſolution to take no more 
Notice of this Affair, but to leave it to the Speaker, 
in his Speech at the End of the Seſſion, to recom- 
mend this Reformation to her Majeſty, as he thought 
Peper. 5 boy 
On the 18th Day of March, the Queen came 
to the Houſe of Lords, in the Afternoon, when 
the Speaker of the Commons, &c. Gene a oitted, 
on the preſenting of the Bills to her Majeſty, he 
ſpoke to this Effect: 5 
9 | That 


The Speaker's 


_r ſon; and Thirdly, for the 
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Queen Elizabeth. That the chief and principal Purpoſe in ma. 


king of Laws did conſiſt of three principal Parts, 
to wit, The firſt, for the true and ſincere Service 
and Glory of God ; Secondly, for the Surety 
and Preſervation of her = as moſt Royal Per. 
G „Quiet, and Bene. 
fit of the Common-Wealth of this her Highneſs's 
Realm and Subjects of the fame ; aſcribing the ſin- 
cere and plentiful Preaching of God's Word, with 
the due and right Uſe of Prayer and Adminiftration 
of the Sacraments, and the true Exerciſe and Diſ- 
cipline in the Churches, to be the ordinary Means 
both of the Advancement of God's Glory, her 
Majeſty's Safety, and of her Subjects Proſperity; 
the Dew of the Word watering and bringing forth 
in all good Chriſtian Conſciences, the true Know- 
ledge and Fear of God, faihful Love and due O- 
bedience unto her Majeſty, and perfect Unity in 
the general Society of this Common- Wealth. 
And the Exerciſe of the Sword of Diſcipline to 
cut off, repreſs and correct all Exceſſes and Errors 
tending to the Impeachment of all good Effects 
aforeſaid. Declaring further unto her Highneſs, 
that her Majeſty's Nobles and Commons in this 
preſent Parliament aſſembled, had very carefully, 
vely, and dutifully travelled in this preſent Seſ- 
oo. to deviſe and ordain good and wholſome 
Laws for thoſe Ends and Purpoſes, to be eſtabliſh- 
ed and allowed by her Highneſs; and alſo, ſome 
other good and neceſſary Laws, as well for the 
whole State of the Common-Wealth in general, 
as for the private Benefit and neceſſary Relief of 
ſundry her Majeſty's particular good Subjects : And 
fo recommending all the ſame unto her Highneſs, 
and eſpecially two of them, whereof one doth chief- 
ly and principally tend to the Bridling and Reform- 
ing of her Mejeltys diſobedient and obſtinate Sub- 
jets, the utter Adverſaries of true Religion, and 
the moſt pernicious and dangerous Egemies of her 
Highneſs's moſt Royal Perſon, State and Goyern- 
ment; the ſecond, for the due Maintenance and 
Prefervation of her Majeſty's Honour, good F mm 
| an 
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and Dignity ; humbly beſought her Maj 
Life — the ſaid Lows. by pre Re Aﬀent. 
And then yielding unto her Highneſs moſt humble 
Thanks, in the Name of the Houſe, for her 
Majefty's moſt gracious Acceptation of their moſt 
humble Petition unto her Highneſs for Reformation 
of ſome Abuſes yet remaining in the Church; and 
moſt humbly renewing the ſpeedy Conſideration 
thereof unto her Majely's good Remembrance at 
her good Will and Pleaſure, did further moſt hum- 
bly beſeech her Highneſs, in the Name and Behalf 
of the whole State of the Commons of her Realm, 
that her Majeſty would (at their moſt humble Suit, 
the rather) have a vigilant and provident Care of 
the Safety of her moſt Royal Perſon, againſt the 
malicious Attempts of ſome mighty foreign Enemies 
Abroad, and the traiterous Practices of moſt un- 
natural diſobedient Subjects both Abroad and at 
Home, envying the bleſſed and moſt happy and 
quiet Government of this Realm under her High- 
neſs; upon the Thread of whoſe Life only, next 
under God, dependeth the Life and whole State 
and Stay of every her good and dutiful Subjects. 
And withal, that it might pleaſe her Highneſs 
to have ſuch good Care and Regard generally for 
the Maintenance of Mariners, and of Naviga- 
tion, the very Strength and Walls of her MX 
jeſtys Realms and Dominions, as may ſeem moſt 
convenient unto her Highneſs's moſt godly Wiſ- 
dom from Time to Time. And fo declaring, 
that her Majeſty's Nobles and Commons, having 
had Conſideration of her Highneſs's great Charges 
many Ways for Defence of her Realms and Peo- 
ple againſt foreign Enemies, and rebellious Sub- 
jets, both already employed, and hereafter to be 
employed, have granted unto her Highneſs one 
Subſidy, and two Fifteenths and Tenths, which 
they beſought her Highneſs to accept in good Part 
according to their humble Duties; and gave her 
Majeſty moſt humble Thanks for her Highneſs's 


moſt gracious, general and free Pardon.“ 
4 Which 
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Een Elizabeth. Which done, the Lord Chancellor by her 
15. Majeſty's Commandment, anſwering very excel- 
lently and briefly the Parts of Mr. Speaker's Ora- 
tion, did amongſt other Things deliver her Ma- 
The Lord Ohan- jeſty's moſt hearty Thanks unto both Houſes, for 
cellor's Anſwer. their great and good Care for the Safety of her 
Highneſs's Perſon, and alſo of her Honour, good 
Fame and Dignity ; not yet comprehending with- 
in thoſe general Thanks, ſuch Members of the 
Houſe of Commons as have this Seffion dealt 
more raſhly in ſome Things than was fit for 
them to do; and giving them withal like hearty 
Thanks for the ſaid Contribution of Subſidy and 
two Fifteenths and Tenths, in that it was granted 
as willingly and frankly, and alſo as largely and 
amply, and to be anſwered as ſpeedily, as any other 
like ever hath been; taking the ſame in as good 
Part as if it had been to her own private Uſe; 
where in very deed it is to be employed to the ge- 
neral Service and Benefit of the whole Realm. 
Then giving her Royal Aſſent to fifteen. public 
and fifteen private Bills, (among which was one 
for the Reſtitution in Blood of Philip, Earl of Arun- 
dele, eldeſt Son to,,the late Duke of Norfolk) the 
Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to the 
24th of April.” 


* * 


We have now another Chain of Adjournments, 
from Time to Time, of the ſame ub 8-4 for 
three Years more. During this, except the Affair 
of the ſtill impriſon'd Queen of Scots which will 
be treated of in the Sequel, there is nothing to out 
Purpoſe. The Prorogations ſucceeded one another 

in this Order: From | 


A. R. 23. Apr. 24thto A. R. Jan. 18th, 


May 29th. eb, 12th. 
June 12th. Mar. 12th. 
June 28th, Apr. 26th. 
Ju ajtb. May 26th. 
Aug. 22d. Oar. 1oth. 
Orr. 5th. 25, Nov. 30th. 
24,Nov. 24th, Fan. 24. 


Dec. 5th Apr. 19th. 
| On 
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On which laſt mentioned Day, April 19th, 1583, Ween Eizabeth, 
the Parliament being met, the my Chancellor de- 1533. 
livered a Commiſſion from the Queen, directed 
to himſelf, and many of the Peers, to the Clerk 
of Parliament to be read. By which Commiſſion, 
which is very long, including the Dates of all 
the Prerogations from the firſt Seſſion of this Par- 1 
liament, they were authorized to diſſolve it, Ac- The 3 
cordingly, this Parliament was diſſolved, after it fler nen n 
had ſubſiſted, in a very unuſual Manner, very near more Proroga- 
eleven Years. s. | | | tions. 
The unhappy Queen of Scots had now been a 
Priſoner in I fifteen Years, under the Cuſ- 
tody of the Earl of Shrewsbury, at - Sheffield-MMan- 
nor, in Yorkſhire; but was, about this Time, taken 
from thence and put under the Cuſtody of Sir 
Amias Pawlet and Sir Dreue Drury, at Fotberinghay 
Caftle in Northamptonſhire, , Mary had oftentimes 
repreſented the Hardſhip of this Impriſonment to 
her Kinſwoman Elizabeth, but never more pathe- 
tically, than in a long Letter ſhe wrote to her, 
dated at Sh2ffield, Nov. 8. 1582. Camden hath 
given us an Abſtract of this Letter from the Ori- 
ginal French, \(q) in which the poor Priſoner hath 
repreſented her miſerable Caſe, in Words that would 
move a Heart of Adamant. Our Author ſays, 
that Elizabeth was ſenſibly touched with this Let- 
ter; and that ſhe.and her Council had agreed on 
ſome Terms, on which Mary, might not only be 
/ releaſed, but reſtored to her Kingdom, and have a 
, Share in the Government with her Son. One 
Article of which was, that Mary ſhould forbear 
to claim any Right t) the Englih Crown, during 
Queen Elizabeth's Life; and afterwards, be con- 
tent to refer the Title of Succeſſion to the Judg- 
ment of an Engliſb Parliament. But all this came 
to nothing; the unhappy Politics of both King- 
doms, at that Time, of which Prote/tantiſm was 
the Baſis, made it abſolutely neceſſary that this 
Popiſh Queen ſhould not only be kept a Priſoner, 
but even ſacrificed for its Security. 


| | | As 
(7) Kennet's Hiſtory of England, Vol, II. Page 489. f 


256 
1585 


Anno Regni 27» 
1585. 
At Weſtminſter. 


The Parliamemary H 18 T ok v 

As to foreign Affairs, the growing Greatneſs of 
Spain was now to be dreaded; the Pope, the Cardi. 
nals, and all the Italian Princes, were in that Inter- 
eſt. The Houſe of Auftria, alſo, was linked to 
it; add to this, the late Acquiſition of Portugal, 
with the immenſe Riches of Mexico and Pers, 
made Philip far more powerful and formidable than 
ever his Father Charks V. was. And, fince now 
that Filliam Prince of Orange and Francis Duke 
of Anjou were both dead, if he ſhould once re- 
duce the Netherlands under his Power, all the 
Princes in Chriſtendm muſt ſubmit to Spain, and 
to an univerſal Monarchy (r). 

Whilſt Things were Fn this Situation Abroad, 
Queen Elizabeth thought proper to call a new Par- 


liament at Home, the Exigences of the Times 


requiring it. Writs were ſent out for one to meet 
at Wiftminfler, on the 23d Day of November, in 
the 27th Year of this Reign 60. 
| 1 of the Lords are now a little more 
r in the Recital of their daily Proceedings 
than of late Years. We are told that, on the 
Meeting, the Lord Chancellor, Bromley, opened 
the Cauſe of the Summons, by the Queen's Com- 
mand, being ſeated on the Throne, in a ſhort, but 
accurate Speech for that Purpoſe (z). The Re- 
ceivers and Tryers of Petitions, according to an- 
tient Cuſtom, being appointed, in French, the next 


Day the Commons preſented John Puckering Eſq. 


John Puckering, 
Eſq. cleted 


Letters Patents, adjourned the Parliament to the 


Serjeant at Law, to the Queen, for their Speaker 


who, with the uſual Ceremonies, was admitted. 


No particular Speeches being entered, in either 
Fournal, at the Meeting of this Parliament. 
On the 21ſt of December, the Queen by her 


4th 


(r) About this Time the publiſhed a Declaration of the 
Cauſes moving her to give Aid, for the Defence of the People afflic- 


ted and oppreſſed in the Low Countries, See Camden in Appendice, 


Page 654. 
(s )Dugdale has omitted this Summons, 


., brevis (nam its imperatum erat) ſed accurata Perera. 
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3th of February following, on account of Chrift- Queen Elizabeth 


wy Haly- Days. ; ; _ 
Two Days before the ſaid Adjournment hap- 
pened, a remarkable Bill was ſent up by the 
Commons, entitled, A Bull againſt IE SVUT Ts, 
Semintry Prieſts, and other ſuch diſobedient Perſons. 
On the firſt Day of their Meeting, after the Ad- 
journment, this Bill was reaſſumed; and on the firſt 
Reading in the Houſe of Lords, was committed to 
'a Committee of four Biſhops and nine Temporal 
Lords, We hear no more of this Bill til March 
the 10th, when a Conference was deſired by the 
Lower houfe with ſome of the Lords about it. 
On the ſame Day another was ſent up with this 
Title, An Act for the Security of her Majeſtiys 
7 Rryal Perſon, and continuing the Realm in 

eace. ON AE TE 

March 15th, the Fefnits' Bill paſſed the Houſe of 
Lords with ſome Amendments, agreed to by both 
Houſes, and afterwards became a Statute (u). B 
it was enacted, © That they, and all other Popi 
* Prieſts, ſhould depart the Realm within forty 
© Days. That thoſe who ſhould afterwards return 


into the Kingdom, ſhould be guilty of Higb- 


*Treaſon, That he, who Thall wittingly and 
* willingly harbour, relieve, and maintain them, 
* ſhould be guilty of Felony ; That thoſe Engh/h 
* who were brought up in Seminaries Abroad, if 
they returned within fix Months after Notice 
* given, and ſubmitted not themſelves to the 
Queen, before a Biſhop or two Juſtices, they 
* ſhould be guilty of High-Treaſmm. And if any, 
* fo ſubmitting themſelves, ſhould within ten 
* Years approach the ' Queen's Court, or come 
* within ten Miles there of, their Submiſſion ſhould 
© be void. That they, who by any Means what- 
* ſoever, ſhould ſend or convey over any Mon 

to Students in ſuch Seminaries, ſhould incur the 
Penalty of a Præmunire (x). That if any of 
* the Peers of the Realm, Dukes, Marquiſſes, 


Vor. IV. R e 


's) Camden bs Knorr, Page $04» 
() That is, pervetus! Exile and Loſs of all their Goods, 


An Act againft 
 Jefvits, Semina- 
ry Prieſts, &c, , 
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+ Queen Elizabeth. © Viſcounts, or Barons of Parliament, ſhould of. 
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© fend againſt theſe Laws, he ſhould be brought to 
his Trial by his Peers. That if any ſhould know 
of any ſuch Feſwts, or other Prieſts, above aig, 
© lucking within the Realm, and ſhould not diſco. 
© ver them within twelve Days, he. ſhould be fined 
© and impriſoned at the Queen's Pleaſure. That 
F { any Man owl be nn, to be a Jeſuit or 
© Prieſt, aforeſaid, and not ſubmit himſelf to Exa- 
© mination, he ſhould, for his Contempt, be im- 
© prifoned till he did ſubmit. That he who ſhould 
.© ſend his Children, or any others, to Seminaries 
and Colleges of the Popzſh Profeſſion, ſhould be 
< fined one Hundred Pounds Englfh. Money: And 
that thoſe,” who were ſo ſent thither, ſhould not 
£ Tucceed as Heirs, nor enjoy any Eſtates, which 
© ſhould any Way fall to them; the like for all 
© ſuch as ſhould not return Home from the ſaid Se- 
© minaries, within a Year, unleſs they did conform 
© themſelves to the Church of England. That if 
the Wardens or Officers of the. Ports ſhould per- 
© mit any others, beſides Seamen or Merchants, to 
< croſs the Seas, without Licence from the Queen 
© or fix Privy-Counſellors, they ſhould be put out 
© of their Places; and the Maſters of ſuch Ships 
© as carried them, ſhould forfeit their Ships and 
Goods, and ſuffer. Impriſonment for a whole 
c Year.” Fe: | 5 
It muſt be allow'd that the Policy of this Ad 
is worthy the Contrivance of a Cecil and a Wa 
ſuugbam, the two principal Miniſters of this Reign. 
By it, Popery was not only eradicated and griven 
out of the Kingdom, but every Cranny ſtoppd 
up to prevent its Return. Camden informs u 
that the Bill met with no Oppoſition, in either 
Houſe, but, only, from one Member of the Com- 
mons. This Man's Name was William Parry, * 
Melchman, and a Civilian; who, pleading againk 
it, ſaid, that it was a cruel, bloody and deſperate 
Law, and would be of pernicious Conſequence 1 tht 
Engliſh Nation. Being deſired to ſhew his Reaſons, 
he obſtinately refuſed, unleſs it was _ 1 
| | een 
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ueen's Council. Upon this he was taken into Queen Elizabeth, 
Cuſtody ; but, his Reaſons being afterwards heard, 1585. 
and Submiſon made, he was admitted again into 
the Houſe, Tho”, this zealous Man had better have 
held his Tongue; for, very ſoon after, he was ac- 
cuſed- of being in a Plot to ſubvert the Govern- 
ment, and take away the Queen's Life; was 
found guilty and executed, as a Traitor for it, be- 
fore the Palace-Gate at Meſtminſter, whilſt the 
Parliament was yet fitting (7. | 

Another ſtrong Bulwark was framed this Par- 
liament, for Support of the preſent Government 
and that was a Bill mentioned before, for the 
Surety of the Queen's Royal Perſon, and the Con- 
tinuance of Peace in the Realm. This was a 
Stroke, aimed, directly, at the Queen of Scots and 
her Title, and whoever durſt attempt to ſet it up. 
It was read a third Fime in the Houſe of Lords 
and paſſed, March the 13th; and by it an Aſbcia- 
tion, as it is here called, was eftabliſhed ; the firſt 
of this Kind we have yet met with, Thereby it 
—_— AA BORA; 459 "x8 * 

© That Twenty four, or more, of the Privy- f 
Council and Hole of Lords, to be deputed Ons - the na 
© the Queen's Commiſion, ſhould make Inquifitian Q's Pericny 
* after all-ſuch as ſhould invade the Kingdom, raife 
© Rebellion, or attempt to hurt or deſtroy the 
© Queen's Perſon, for or by whomſoever em- 
© ployed that might lay Claim to the Crown of 
'© England, And that the Perſon, for whom of 
n. © by whom they ſhould attempt the ſame, mould 
| be utterly uncapable of any Title to the Crown, 
pd © be deprived wholly of alF Right to it, and pro- 
* * ſecuted to Death by all faithful Subjects; if the 
her * Perſon ſhould be judged, by theſe Twenty four 
1 Mon, to be guilty of ſuch Rebellion, Iaſion, 
F or treaſonable Attempt, and by publick Procla- 
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ot WY mation ſo dectared.” | 
pi Theſe ſevere Laws, which however, ſays Cam- 
| den, the Neceſſities of the Times required, drove 
n 1 . : R Y * | * . 8 the 
the & (y) See Camden, Page cor, Ec. Alſo, a long Account of this 
en Conſpiracy and Parry's Copfeſſion, Ec. in Helling ſhead's Chronicle, 
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the Cathelics here to very great Straits; many 
of them ſtole out of the Kingdom; and, if the 
Laws had been put in full Execution againſt them, 
in all Probability, we ſhould not have had one an- 
tient Popiſb Family reſiding in it at this Day. But, 
afterwards, when their Sovereign was taken off, Mat- 
ters went eaſier with them, and they were ſuf. 
fered to live unmoleſted for the reſt of this Regin. 
But, there was then another Party in the King- 
dom whom it was neceſſary to guard againſt, and 
that was the Puritans : The Queen was very well 


acquainted with their Principles; but the nobler 


Game of Popery, being then in full Cry to be hunt- 


ed down, theſe were tolerated becauſe they readily 


Bill for a further 
Reformation in 
the Church, 


joined 1n the Purſuit. And many of the Members 
— imbib'd their Tenets, which the Queen her- 
ſelf, in her Speech, at the End of this Seſſion, calls 
New-frangledneſs, a Bill was propoſed and paſs 
in the Houſe of Commons, plainly tending to re- 
form the Church, much further than it had hither- 
to been carried. ; 
How long, or what Debates had been in that 
Houſe about this Bill, will beſt appear in their 
mens for it was not till the latter End of this 
eſſion that it was ſent up to the Lords, where we 
find it under this broken Title, Die Martis 28˙ 
Martii, Hodie allata eſt a Dam. Com. 
ET a noe cena of a Statute made 


© Anno 13. of the Queen's Majeſty's Reign, enti- 


© tled, An Act to reform certain Diſorders touch- 
© ing Miniſters of the Church. Due prima Vt 
Cela ef. 

What the Blank was to be filled up with is left 


to the Reader's Judgment; but ſince-it was quaſh- 


ed at the firſt Reading in this Houſe, for it is not 
mentioned again, it is probable the Title was left 
To blind, in order to diſguiſe it to Poſterity. The 
Act made in the 13th Year of this Reign, for Re- 


forming Abuſes in the Church, is explained before in 


the Courſe of this Volume (y). It was then made 
againſt the Puritans ; but now they thought * 


00 See before Page tote 
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had Power enough to turn it againſt the Church. Veen 2 
| Mr. Camden's own Account of this Attempt will ““. 
beſt juſtify the Aſſertion. This Author writes 
) that (z) | 
ö In this Parliament ſome there were, who, out 
© of a Deſire either of Innovation or Reforma- 


a © tion, ſtruck deeply at the Eccleſiaſtical Order, 
. though the Queen had forbid it. By bringing in 
| © of Bills for reſtraining the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction 
| © in granting of Faculties; in conferring holy Or- 
' © ders; in Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, and in the Oath 
- er Officio. Propoſing a new Oath to be taken by 


the Biſhops in the Chancery and the King's Bench, 
© viz, that they ſhould act nothing contrary to the 
© common Law of England. They, alſo, requi- 
© red Reſidence from the Clergy, that every Mini- 
$ ſter ſhould be reſident at his own Cure; and ex- 
© claimed againſt the Church of England as if it 
$ was deſtitute of able and learned Paſtors, which 
© without Doubt, had more learned Paſtors, at 
* this Preſent, than any other Age or any other. 
$ Reformed Church could ſhew. But the Queen, 
*who had a high Eſteem for moderate Church- 
© men, miſliked Innovators, as always chang- 
© ing for the worſe, as tending to overthrow her 
* Prerogative, and the Supreme Authority granted 
©to her in Eccleſiaſtical Matters.“ Thus 
far the Hiſtorian of this Reign. 

On the 1305 of March, the Commons ſent up 
a Grant of a Supply to her Majeſty, conſiſting of tp 
one entire Subſidy, which was Two Shillings and —_ 
Eight Pence on Goods, -and Four Shillings on 
Lands, according to Stowe (a); and two Fifteenths 
and Tenths, On the ſecond Reading the Lords 
dropped the Tenths; and it was paſſed ſo by the prin- 
ted Statutes. An Act for a Subſidy of fix Shillingn 
in the Pound, from the Clergy, to be paid in three 
Years, was, alſo, confirmed this Seſſion. 

There are alſo ſeveral Tryals, on Appeals, enter- 
& in the Lord's Fournals, hut none of them to 

R 3 our 
(z) Camden in Kennet, Page 56 3. 
(a) Stowe's Chron, Page 703. 
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Queen Blizabethy hug Purpoſe. Nor is there any Thing elſe material 
1585. ta the laſt Day of the Seſſion, which we fhall poſt. 
e to ſee what the Commons were doing. 
The firſt Bill of Moment read in that Houſe, 
was, for the better and more reverend Obſervance 
| of the Sabbath-Day. Nov. 27th, this Bill was 
og — — committed to a large Number of Members, there 
tion of the Sab- named, to conſider of it; who, we find, framed a 
bath. new one, which was read; but did not paſs the 
twa Houſes without much Difpute and great Dif- 
ficultyz Amendments upon Amendments being 
added. to it. IT | ; 2.46 
Nev. 28th, Sir Walter Mildmay, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, taking Occafion to ſpeak of the 
ſudden Calling of this Parliament, at ſuch an un- 
ſeaſonable Time of the 'Year, and the Likelihood 
of the ſhort Continuance of it, did thereupon de- 
clare the ſame to be called for very urgent and ne- 
Cauſes. % | | 
Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, V ice-Chamberlain of her 
ſty's Houſhold, ſpake next; and, as it ſeems, 
much to the ſame Effect as the Chancellor ; but 
both theſe Speeches are omitted in the Journals, 
though they laſted above two Hours. At the End 
of which a Committee was appointed to conſider 
of a Supply. 
_. Notwithſtanding the Queen's Injunctions to the 
contrary, yet this Houſe could not forbear to enter 
ſtill deeper into Religious Matters; and on Deren. 
14th, three Petitions were read touching the Liber- 
of godly Preachers, to exerciſe and continue 
ir Miniſtry; and alſo, for the ſpeedy Supply of 
able and ſufficient Men into divers Places, now 
deftitute of the ordinary Means of Salvation. But 
though the further. Proceedings in this were de- 
ferred ta a more convenient Time by the: Houſe, 
775 one Dr. Turner roſe up and put the Houſe in 
ind of à Bill with a Book which he had offered 
to them; and, as he ſaid; this Bill and Book being 
framed: by certain godly and learned Miniſters, 
tending, as he conceived, to the Glory of God, 
the Safety of her Majeſty, and the Good . the 
om- 


* 
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Common- Wealth ; therefore prayed that it might Queen Elizabeth, 
be read. To this, Sir Francis Knolles replied, but 1385, 
in few Words; and after him Sir Chriſtopher Hatton 
more largely; who preſſed and moved the Houſe 
ſo much therein, that it was at length refolyed that 
the ſaid Bill and Book ſhould not be read. And, as 
to all 2 Liberty to the aforeſaid Miniſters 
or a Supply of able Men in Places that wanted, it 
was not doubted but that her Majefty would take 
ſome ſpeedy Order about them, Then Sir Chriſto- 
pher Hatton moved that for the better and more 
ſpeedy Expedition of other great Matters now in 
Hand, the Houſe would proceed to the Reading, 
of a Bill, lately finiſhed, for the Safety and Pre- 
fervation of the Queen's Royal Perſon. And the 
rather becauſe he conceived they would ſhort- 
y be adjourned till after Chri/tmas.” 
By ſuch Evaſions as theſe, the Courtiers found 
Means to prevent the zealous Part of the Houſc 
from going upon Matters ſo very diſagreeable to 
the Queen. By | 
But, being prevented in this, their Zeal was the 
more turned to the utter Extirpation'of Popery out of 
the Kingdom. The Bill againft Jefuits, Seminary 
Prieſts, and ſuch like diſobedient Subjects was carri- 
ed through this Houſe with great Vigour. It paſſed 
with little or no Oppoſition, but from Dr. Parry, 
mentioned before. The Journals of the Com- 
mons are more particular, than the H:/f57:an before 
quoted, about this Affair, which we fhall give in 
their own: Words as follows; | 
© The Bill, upon the Reading, paſſed the Houſe 
with little or no Argument, except it were from 
one Dr. Parry, who in very violent Terms ſpake p. pu, He- 
directly againſt the whole Bill; affirming it to fa- lently oppoſes | 
your of Treaſons, to be full of Blood, Danger, the Bill again* | 
Deſpair, and Terror or Dread to the Engliſh Sub- — — 
jects of this Realm, our Brethren, Uncles, and gc. F g 
Kinsfolks; and alſa full of Confiſcations, but un- 
to whom ? Not, faid he, to her Majeſty, (which 
he wiſhed they were) and ſaid, he did not think the 
contrary but that Zeal would cauſe the Bill to g 
a 5 R 4 have 
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lizabeth« have Paſſage both in this Houſe and with the 


Lords ; but yet be hoped when it ſhould come into 
her Highneſs's moſt merciful Hands, that it would 
ſtay and reſt there; until which Time (he ſaid) he 
would reſerve his Reaſons of his negative Voice 
againſt the Bill, then to be diſcovered by him only 
unto her Majeſty." . 
| © Whereupon Dr. Parry, by Order of this 
Houſe, was appointed to be ſequeſtred into the 
outer Room of this Houſe into the Serjeant's Cuſto- 
dy, and without conferring with any, whilſt the 
Matter now in Queftion, concerning his former 
Speeches againſt the Bill laſt paſſed, is in Debating 
or Arguing, until he ſhall be called in again. And 
afterwards, being brought to the Bar, and there 
 Fnebling upon his Knee, he was told by Mr. Speaker 
in the Name of the whole Houſe, That if he thought 
good, the Houſe was contented to hear him what 
eaſ6ns he could yield for himſelf in Maintenance 
of his ſaid Speeches againſt the aforeſaid Bill, to 
the better Satisfaction of this Houſe ; or what other 
Matter of . Excuſe he could alledge touching his 
former Contempt, uttered in the Preſence of this 
faid Houſe, in very unſeemly Manner, and in unfit- 
ting Words, in that he did ſpeak fo directly, re- 
proachfully and abſolutely againſt a Bill, firſt tra- 
velled in, and publickly allowed of in the Houſe; 
and then conſiderately and maturely peruſed and 
digeſted by ſo great and grave a Committee, ſelec- 
ted and framed out of the ableſt Members of this 
Houſe, who having further diligently and dutifully 
laboured therein, and brought it again into the 
Houſe with one unanimous Approbation of it as of 
a'good and neceſſary Bill; and that, laſtly, it had 
been alſo ſo approved of this Day, and upon the 
third Reading had paſſed the Houſe ; and yet, that 
he, the ſaid Dr. Parry, had termed the ſaid Bill to 
be a Bill favouring of Treaſons, and to be full of 
Confiſcations, Blood, Danger, Deſpair, and Ter- 
ror tò the Subjects of this Realm; arid withal, that 
he would well prove and juſtify the ſame by good 
Reaſons, which neyertheleſs (he ſaid) he would not 


deliver, 
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deliver to this Houſe ; but would reſerve them only Queen Elizabeth, 
to be revealed to her Majeſty, Whereupon being 1335. 
further demanded, as aforeſaid, What further Ex= 
cuſe or Defence he could make for himſelf? He 
anſwered, That what he had faid (and bound it 
with a Proteſtation) was without any Intent of Of- 
fence towards the Queen's Majeſty (to whom he 
owed all dutiful Obedience) or towards the Houle ; 
and made Repetition of his ſaid former Words, and 
ſtill avowed the Juſtification of the ſame. And ſo 
entring into ſome Declaration of his own Eſtate - 
tending altogether to his own Credit, as of his ſun- 
dry good Services dane to her Majeſty, his Repu- 
tation with Perſons of good Sort, and other ſuch 
like Speeches in his own Commendation ; conclud- 
ed in the End, that as before when he ſpake to 
the Bill, and gave his negative Vaice to the ſame, 
he then concealed his ſaid Reaſons from this Houſe, 
ſo he would now conceal the ſame till.” 
© Whereupon being ſequeſtred again, it was re- 
ſolved, That for that he did ſpeak to the Bill, and 
gave his negative Voice ſo directly and undutifully, 
and in Contempt of this Houſe would not ſhew 
his Reaſons for the ſame, being merely againſt the 
ancient Orders and Uſage of this High Court, and 
not for that he ſaid he would ſhew them only to be 
diſcovered to her Majeſty, it was refolved, That 
he ſhould be committed to the Serjeant's Ward till 
the Matter ſhall be further conſidered of by this 
Houſe, the Day being then very far ſpent.” 
© The next Da Mr. Vice-Chamberlain decla- 
red unto the Houſe, that her Majeſty having been 
made privy unto the Misbehaviour of Dodor 
Parry Yeſterda ſhewed in this Houſe, and of the 
Ordes of this Houſe taken therein with him for 
the ſame ; her Highneſs doth not only deem him to 
have given juſt Cauſe of Offence unto this Houſe 
in the ſame his Miſdemeanor, but alſo doth very 
well allow of the grave Diſcretion of this Houſe, 
in forbearing for the Time to uſe any ſharp Courſe 
of Correction againſt him for his ſaid Offence: in 
reſpect that he had ſaid he reſerved his Reaſons . 
18 e eee eee 
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ledging withal, that he had never 
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be imparted to her Majeſty only; which as he had” 
diſcovered unto ſome of the Lords of the Council 
by her Highnefs Appointment, and that partly to 
the Satisfaction of her Majeſty, fo her Highneſs 
did think, that upon his humble Submiiflion unto 
this Houſe, with a dutifut Acknowledgement of 
his Fault, this Houſe would the rather diſpenſe 
with him therein.“ F | 

© Which done, Doctor Parry was called to 
the Bar, where humbly acknowledging his Fault 
upon his Knees, it was told him by Me „Speaker, 
after he had put him in Remembrance of the Man- 
ner of his Offence, that it might be the Houſe 
would nevertheleſs deal favourably with him, if 
they ſhould ſee ſuch Cauſe upon his unfeigned and 
earneſt Confeſſion and Repentance of his Fault, 
and his humble Submiſſion unto the Houſe, with 
good and dutiful Endeavour of Amendment here- 
after. And then kneeling upon his Knee in very 
humble Manner, affirmed directly, that he had 
very undutifully misbehaved himſelf, and had rafh- 
ly and unadviſedly uttered thoſe Speeches he uſed, 
and was with all his Heart very ſorry for it; al- 
* of this 
Houſe befare this Seſſion, and ſo could not ſo well 
know the Orders of the Houſe as he ſhould do; 
and that he would not willingly offend this Houfe, 
nor any Man in it; and ſo humbly prayed their 
good Favour towards him.” | 
© Whereupon being ſequeftred again out of the 
Houſe, it was, after ſome Arguments and Speeches 
had, reſolved, That upon that his faid Acknow- 
ledgement of his Fault, and his humble Submiffi- 
on, he ſhould be received into this Houſe again 2s 
a Member of the ſame, and tate his Place as be- 
fore, ſo that he would afterwards uſe himſelf in 

Sort as he ought to do. And thereupon be- 
ing called again to the Bar, and there kneeling upon 
his Knee, and directly reiterating his farmer Con- 
feffion of his Fault, and alſo, his former humble 
Submiffion ; proteſting further, that if ever after 
he ſhould give any jul Cauſe of Offence * to 
l | 13 
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this Houſe, or any Member thereof, he would then Queen Elizabeth, 
never after crave any more Favour of them.” 1585. 

© Whereupon Mr. Speaker declared the good 
Pleaſure of this Houſe in remitting his ſaid Offence 
receiving him again into them, with Condition 
and Hope of his better Behaviour hereafter. Which 
as he profeſſed and promiſed to perform according- 
ly, ſo did he in very good dutiful Sort, give moſt 
humble Thanks unto God, and to her Majeſty, 
and alſo unto this whole Houfe, and to every 
Member of the fame, for their good, courteous, 
and favourable Dealing towards him in this Behalf.” 
But the Affair had a more tragical End after 
Chriſtmas, as hath been before related. 
The 19th of December, Mr. Vice- Chamberlain 
declared unto the Houfe, That her Majeſty conſi- 
dering the great Pains and faithful Travels of that 
Houſe in the Service of Affairs in the Realm, had 
determined to adjourn the Parliament to ſome o- Th. parliament 
ther convenient Time after Chri/tmaſs ; that ſuch adjourned, 
Gentlemen and other Members of this Houſe 
might the more conveniently repair to their own 
Home, in the mean Time, for their better Eaſe 
and Recreation, On which it was reſolved that 
the moſt humble and dutiful Thanks of this Houſe 
be returned to her Majeſty, for this her moſt gra- 
eious Conſideration, and for her grateful Accepta- 
tion of their dutiful Care for Providing for the Se- 
curity of her Royal Perfon. 
© To this Addreſs of Thanks Mr. Vice-Cham- 
berlain returned the following Anfwer ; in which The Queen's 
he did very eloquently and very earneſtly ſet forth Anſwer to an 
her Majeſty's moſt princely, gratious and kind Ac- —— — 
ceptation of the humble and moſt dutiful Thanks the Heu. 
fulneſs of this Houſe, fo preſented unto her High- 
neſs, to her right great and high Satisfaction, Joy, 
and Comfort; and declared withal, that her High- 
neſs did for the ſame give moft hearty. and loving 
Thanks unto this whole Houſe, yea, and that in 
Redoubling to them their Thanks. ten Thouſand 
Thouſand-fold ; and fo further, very excellently, 
amply; and aptly, ſhewed both the ready, _ 
4 ; Eo 
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Queen * and obedient Affections of this whole Houſe to the 
11. 


dutiful Service of her Majeſty, and alſo on the 
other Side, her Highneſs's incomparable Princely 
Account and Regard of all ſuch loyal, loving, and 
faithful Subjects; and concluded, that her Majeſty's 
Pleaſure was, that this Houſe ſhould well know, 
that in the Conſideration of the free Courſe of the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt amongſt us, our long con- 
tinued Peace, and Plenty of God's good Bleflings 
and Benefits beſtowed upon us under the Miniſtry 
of her Highneſs, her rag doth moſt ſincerely 
aſcribe all the ſame, only and wholly, to the great 
Goodneſs and Mercy of „ God ; attribu- 
ting the Cauſe of theſe good | Fes (next under 
God's Providence) to the good Demerits of ſo re- 
ligious, godly, and obedient Subjects, of whom 
how well and kindly her Majeſty doth think and 
conceive, her Highneſs had much rather have told 
them in her qyn moſt Royal Perſon, than have 


ſignified it unto them by any other, if it might 


have conveniently been ſo done, as upon the 


portunity of a Prorogation or Diſſolution of this 


Court. And further declared, that her Majeſty, 
having Regard to the great Charges and Expences 
of their Attendance in the Seryice of this great 
Council of the Realm, wiſheth them at their next 
Meeting again, to beſtow the Time as much as 
may be, in publick and general Actions, fitteſt for 
the Common-Weal of this Realm, and that with 
as little Loſs of Time as may be. And withal, that 
thoſe of this Houſe towards the Law, would join 
together to do their beſt Endeavours to deviſe ſome 
good Laws to abridge and cut off the long and 
tedious Courſes, and extreme chargeable Circuits, 
and ſuperfluous Delays of Suits in Law ; not doubt- 
Ing but that inſo doing God will bleſs their Wealth 
and good Eſtates, both in themſelves and in their 


Poſterity. And ſo having, as he thought, dutiful- 


ly imparted unto them the Sum and Subſtance of 
her ny Pleaſure, and Meſſage committed 
this ouſe by him, though not in ſuch effec · 


tual and ſingular Kind, Terms and Forms as her 


Princely 


** n a ke work 
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Princely Wiſdom delivered the ſame unto him; and Queen Elizabeth» 
ſo referring himſelf to the Reſidue of this Houſe 1535+ 
of her _—_ Council, then and now preſent, 
to be put in Remembrance by them, if he have 
omitted any Part thereof, and they affirming he 
bad not, he ended his Speech.” 
But, to ſhew the Taſte of theſe Times, and the 
Piety of the Courtiers of thoſe Days ſtill the more z 
on - 21/2 of December, when the Parliament was 
adjourned from that Day to the 4th of February fol- 
lowing, The faid Mr. Vice-Chamberlain, ſtood 
up again, and putting the Houſe in Mind of her Ma- 
jeſty's moſt Princely and loving Kindneſſes, fignified 
unto this Houſe, in the former Meſſages and Decla- 
rations of her Highneſs's thankful Acceptations of 2 
the dutiful Cares and Travels of this Houſe in the ia the Houſe _—_ 
Service of her Majeſty and the Realm, moved the that Occaſion, 
Houſe, * That beſides the Rendring of our moft 
humble and loyal Thanks unto her Highneſs, we do, 
deing aſſembled altogether, join our Hearts and 
Minds together in moſt humble and earneſt Prayer 
unto Almighty God, for the long Continuance of 
the moſt proſperous Preſervation of her Majeſty, 
with moſt due and thankful Acknowledgement of 
hisinfinite Benefits and * poured upon this 
whole Realm, through the Mediation of her High- 
neſs's Miniſtry under him. And he ſaid, he had a 
Paper in Writing in his Hand, deviſed and ſet down 
by an honeſt, godly, and learned Man, and which, 
albeit it was not very well written, yet he would 
- willingly read it as well as he could, if it pleaſed 
them to follow and ſay aſter him, as he ſhould be- 
gin and ſay before them. Which being aſſented 
unto moſt willingly of all the whole Houſe, and 
every one kneeling upon his Knees, the ſaid Mr. 
Vice-Chamberlain begun the ſaid Prayer. Which 
being ended, every one departed away for that 
Time, until the ſaid Day of Adjournment.” 
At which Time this Parliament being met again 
we find nothing in their Proceedings, to our Pur- 
pole; the firſt Days of their Sitting being taken up 
with a long Diſpute between the two Houſes about 


the 
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| Queen Elizabeth. the Form of paſſing a Bill to prevent fraudulent 
1535 Conveyances ; and another, for the better Obſer- 
vance of the Sabbath-Day, And, it was not till 
Feb. 2.34, that the Houſe of Commons took into 
Conſideration the State of the Nation. The Dan- 
gers which were imminent over the Kingdom, and 
the Means to prevent them ; the great Expences 
her Majeſty had been at, &c. In which theſe fol- 
lowing Particulars are obſerved, - 5 
I be open Dangers threatned to this Kingdom 
— — are from Spain, the Pope and the holy League in 
Sderation the France; the ſecret from the Jeſuits, that ſecretly 
_ "ou lurked here to ſtir up her Majeſty's Subjects of the 
i Raman Religion to all Manner of Treaſon and Re- 
bellion: Both which Dangers though the Time 
of them were a while intermitted in reſpect of the 
Execution, yet the Purpoſe was not; which their 
late Conſpiraces and Attempts both here and in 
Ireland did plainlyſhew.? 
The Means to prevent theſe Dangers were to 
ſuppreſs the Spreading of Jeſuits and the Growing 
of Pepery; to exact ſuch Oaths of the Papiſte as 
had been already ordained ; to provide for the Pre- 
ſervation of her Majeſty's Perſon; to terrify Ire- 
land, and to provide ſufficient Forces at Home both 
by Land and Sea.“ | 
© The great Expence that her Majeſty had been 
at, even ſince the laſt Parliament, did appear plainly 
in reſpe& of divers Places and Forts which had been 
repaired, much Powder and Munition had been 
ſtored up, and her Navy alſo ſince that Time in- 
creaſed: Beſides many other extraordinary Char- 
ges and Expences which ſhe had been at, in the Aſ- 
ſiſting of her Allies, and the Preſerving of Jrelard; 
and that her Majeſty did ſpecially — Danger 
from Treland, of which they conceived this Pro- 
verb to be true, Look to Ireland if we will reft quit 
in England. And therefore ſome Members, of 
the Privy-Council, did move tothink of what Sup- 
ply were now fit to be given to her Majeſty to- 
wards the Supporting and Suſtaining of all her ſaid 
„great Expences and Charges,” 0 
n 
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On the next Day a Motion being made for a Queen Elizabeth, 


Supply to be granted to her Majeſty, a large Com- 
mittee of the Commons were appointed to meet 
and draw. up a Bill for that Purpoſe ; which was 
mentioned, before, in our Account of the Lords. 

But the old Topic of Reformation was again 
ſtarted in the Commons; and ſince they were pro- 
hibited from Addreſſing the Queen in that Matter, 
they thought proper to make their Application to 
the Biſhops and Lords of the upper Houſe, by 
Way of Petition (6). : : 

C Nothing af any Moment happen'd till the laſt 
Day , of this Sefton, March the 29th, when the 
Queen came to the Houſe of Lords ; and the Com- 
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mons attending, the Speaker after his humble Reve- A Subgdy, 


rence made, and ſome Expreſſions of his Thank- 


fulneſs to her Majeſty, proceeded according to 
the uſual Courſe, — re Majeſty to gi iy 
to ſuch Laus, by adding her. gracious; Allowance 
unto them, as had paſſed: either Houſe, and remain- 
ed as yet but as a dead Letter; and withal, gave 
her Majeſty. Knowledge of the, free Gift the 
Houſe of Commons, of one. $#b/ady and two Fif- 
deenths and; Texths."., i... tus 2 

© To which Speech. of the-faid Prolocutor's the 
Lord Chancellor, by her. Majeſty's Commandment, 
anſwered, That ſhe did graciouſſy accept of the 
ſaid Gift of her Commons, and was come thither 
to give her Royal Aſſent to divers of thoſe Laws 
which had paſſed the two Houſes.” 


There is no Speech entered in the Journal of 
either Houſe, made by the Speaker at this Time; 
nor does Sir ond Dewes ſupply it from any other 
Authority. We are obliged to Mr. Strype howe- 
ver, for bringing one to Light, from the Manu- 
{cript Collections in the Burliigh Family, belong- 

2 | ing, 

* 
is Petition of the Commons, with the Anſwer, on the 
Part of the Riſbops, may be ſeen at large in Dexwes's Journals, Pag. 
357 et ſeg, And for the Petitions and Remonſtrances at large, from 

e Puritans themſelves, to the Queen aud Parlament, the Reader 
may conſult Srrype's Annals, in the Appendix to his third Volume; 


ſuch over-tediouz Affairs being not confiftent with the Deſign of 
this Hiſtory, 
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Queen — ing, originally, to the Lord Treaſurer Burlcigh, 


Whence it may be ſtrongly itiferr'd, that Serjeant 

Puckering only lent his Voice to that great Stateſ- 

man, and that the other directed his Tongue what to 

ſay on the Occaſion. An Art in Polities which, no 

_ hath been practiſed many Times fince thoſe 
ay'sS» 


Mot Excellent Prince and Gracious Queen, 
6 TY laſt Time of my being in this Place 
8 before your moſt excellent Majeſty, and 
this Honourable Aſſembly of your three Eſtates, 
I did make my moſt humble Submiſſion and 
© Requeſt, upon the Knowledge of my Diſability 
© and Unworthineſs, that I might have been for- 
© born to — occupied in oy Place. But ſuch 
Vas your Majeſty's gracious Opinion, as it ſeem- 
© ed, ores yr fr. grove the Election of your 
© faithful and obedient Subjects, the whole Com- 


© monalty of your Realm; that I was thereto 
directed. And as then I beſt knowing mine 
© own Inſufficiences did, for my Excuſe, deſire 
your | Majeſty's gratious Acceptation of that 


< which was only in my Power; which was of 


my good Will, Diligence, and Endeavour to be 
'© beſtowed in this Service: So now, if I ſhould not 


acknowledge in this Place, (having here in my 
Company ſo many Witneſſes aganift me) the 
Y Multitude of Imperfections, that I have found 
© in myſelf, during the Time of this my Service, 
© I ſhould ſhew myſelf to be over partial to mine 
© own Cauſe, and, in ſome ſort, ' to be void of 
< Modeſty. But knowing your Majeſty's accuſ- 
© toned neſs, to accept the good Wills and 
Endeavours of all Men in your Services, without 
© any ſtrait Regard or Account of the Events or 
< Succeſſes of their Actions; and therewith having 
© alſo had, at this Time of Seffion of Parliament, 
daily Proofs of the favourable Toleration of my 
© Lacks, by grave, wiſe, and experimented Per- 
© ſons and the good Will generally of the whole 
© Body of your Commons towards me, in their 
© quiet 
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© quiet Allowance of my Service; I amthe bolder, Queen Elizabeth, 
« throwing behind my Back theſe my Lacks 535. 
© and Wants, as Things not now to be imputed 
to me; and am to preſent myſelf in your Ma- 
( jeſty's Sight according to my Office, as a Perſon 
allow d by . Majeſty's Goodneſs only, and 
not by my Deſerts; and ſo to proceed to preſent 
to your Majeſty, in the Name of all your Com- 
© mons, Firſt, our moſt humble Thanks for the 
© Benefits that we have received by your Majeſty's 
© Permifhon, to have this Aſſembly ſo long con- 
© tinued: Secondly, our like humble Requeſts for 
© Pardon of any Thing, which through Ignorance, 
© without any Intention of Offence, in our Con- 
© ſultations might be, by your ox great 
© Wiſdom, imputed to us. And laſtly, I am alſo, 
in their Names, to exhibit our moſt humble and 
© earneſt Petitions to your Majeſty, to give Life 
sto the Works not of our = wc but of our 
Minds, Cogitations and Hearts: Which other- 
* wiſe than being lightened by the Beams of your 
© Favour, ſhall be but vain, dumb, and dead. 
© For the firſt I do confeſs, that in the 
Name of all your Commons here aſſembled, 
*and ſo I may preſume to add the like for 
the Lords here aſſembled in your Majeſty's Pre- 
* ſence, we cannot imagine, how your Ma- 
* jeſty can beſtow a greater Benefit, that can de- 
* ſerve more Thanks of your Subjects univerſally, 
* than that your Majeſty, as you have heretofore 
at many Times, ſo now eſpecially in this Time, 
when our Neceflity, for many Reſpects required 
* the fame, ſummoned your whole Realm, by 
* calling your Eftates together to this Parliament, 
* to conſult freely, and at great Leiſure, what 
* were firſt meet forthe Furtherance and Advance- 
*ment of God's Service, by which we only have 
our Being; and what were alſo neceſſary for 
the Preſervation of your Majeſty's Perſon, by 
* whoſe long Life and Continuance we are kept 
free from the Tyranny and Subjection of Foreign 
* Oppreflion. And laſtly, to deviſe among our- 
Vor. IV. 8 * ſelves, 
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Queen Elizabeth, © ſelves, and provide not only as ſhould be, both 


1585. 


Time to Time, as Cauſe ſhall require; to pro- 


- © humbly preſented upon our Knees, we do both 


-< Majeſty in your great Wiſdom above our Capa- 
- © ſembly, wherein I was always preſent, there 


lick, any Argument or Token of the Mind of 
any Perfon that ſhewed any Intention to be offen- 
- © five to your Majeſty, And for Proof hereof 


formation of ſuch Things as they thought 
- © mightbe reformed in the Church, I found them 


© in general and particular, good and profitable 


© for our own Eſtates, but alſo to foreſee how to 


© avoid Things hurtful. to the ſame; to which 


4 e End we do acknowledge that, by your 


ajeſtys Goodneſs and Permiſſion, our Aſſembly 


now hath tended. And for that Good which 
wos are to receive thereby, we do yield to your 
Majeſty our moſt humble Thanks; beſeeching 


God to grant to your Majeſty many hap 

© Years, above the Term of our Lives. That 2 
© we have already, fo after us our Poſterity may 
< receive the like Benefits of your Goodneſs from 


eure to themſelves by good Laws under your 
© Government like Means to live in ſuch Peace, 
© Happineſs and Wealth, as we have done, from 
© the Beginning of your Reign: And as our Fore- 
© fathers never did the like with ſuch Continuance, 

© Secondly, After theſe our Thanks, moſt 


* in general and particular, humbly beſeech your 
© Majeſty to give your accuſtomed gracious Inter- 
© pretations to all our Proceedings. Wherein if 
© any Speeches, Motions, or Petitions have paſt 
© from us, that might have miſcontented your 


© cities ; I can aſſure your Majeſty, that in this A- 


© was never found in any Speech, private or pub- 


© when it pleaſed your Majeſty to direct me to 
declare your Pleaſure to the Commons Houſe, 
in what Sort you would they ſhould fi 
© any further Debating of the Manner of Re- 


your Majeſty's Pleaſure therein: ich as It 
os ain | | 6 ſeemed 


© all generally and particularly, ny to obey 
Wh 
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© ſeemed to me, and ſo have Cauſe to perſuade Queen Elizabeth, 


| 

© with myſelf, they did. For that it was well 1535. 
Y © underſtood, that your Majeſty, as having by 
l God's Ordinance a Supreme Authority for that 
| © Purpoſe, had ſtraitly charged the Archbiſhops, 
i * Biſhops, and your whole Clergy now aſſembled 
a in their Convocation, to have due Regard to ſee 
- © to the Reformation of divers Abuſes in the Go- 
J © vernment and Diſcipline of the Church. And 
n © ſo our firm Hope is, that your Majeſty will, by 
y © your ſtrait Commandment to your Clergy, con- 
n © tinue your Care to ſee, and command, that ſuch 


© Abuſes as are crept into the Church by the Neg- 
f ligence of the Miniſters, may be ſpeedily reform- 
ed, to the Honour of Almighty God, and to 


= © your own immortal Praiſe, and Comfort of 
” your Subjects. | | 
- The next Matter whereof I have to ſpeak, is 
4 * moſt humbly to requeſt your Majeſty to yield 
your Royal Aſſent to ſuch Petitions, both general 
” * andparticular, as have been upon long Delibera- 
1 tion determined and conceived in Writing, with 
4 © uniform Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
* Temporal, and us your Commons, in this your 
"* Parliament aſſembled. Wherein your Majeſty 
10 © ſhall do no leſs than pertaineth to the Authority 
85 * which you have like to God Almighty: Who 
ry das he giveth Life and Being to all his Creatures, 
great and ſmall, fo your Majeſty ſhall give Life 
6 * and Continuance to the Fruits of our Conſulta- a 
S © tions, as well to the ſmall as to the great. + 
7 Without which your-Royal Aſſent with your 
1 * own Breath, the * cate ſhall become without Life 
an * and Senſe, and all our Labours therein loſt, 
Re. * and our ExpeCtations therein made fruſtrate, 
oht And tho? in your Majeſty's princely Sight many 
— * of thoſe our Petitions may ſeem to be of mean 
bey 4 Value, either becauſe they be, ſome of them, 
ac if * particular; or becauſe the Matters of ſome of 
* them may ſeem to be of low and baſe Degree: 


Met conſidering of them to whom they belong, 
the ſame are of as great Importance and Benefit, 
S 2 * as 
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Queen Elizabeth, as to greater Eſtates greater Matters are: And 


the Lack of the Benefits which to them ma 
grow thereby, ſhall be as grievous, as the Lack 
* of greater in greater Bodies: And as in every 
* natural Body, the meaneſt Parts and Members 
© are by the Head regarded as beneficial, for one 
Means or other, to the reſt of the whole Body: 
© So we with all Humbleneſs, in the Name of the 
© whole Body, do beſeech your Majeſty, as our 
* only. Head, and Fountain of our Life, to accept 
© the meaneſt Petitions for the Comforts of the 
© Parts of the Body, to whom the ſame may be- 
© long: As we know your Majeſty, of your Cle- 
* mency, is accuſtomed with your moſt gracious 
Eyes and Countenance, to comfort daily your 
* baſeſt and pooreſt Subjects, ſeeking Relief at 
s your Feet. 
© Next to this we do offer to your Majeſty with 
© our whole Hearts, our Bodies and Lives, to be 
< ſerviceable to the Safety of your Majeſty's noble 
* Perſon, For Defence whereof, and for Revenge 
© of any Act imaginate againſt your Majeſty, we 
© have by a Form of Law, if it ſhall like your 
© Majeſty to aſſent thereto, given a Teſtimony to 
© the whole World, how dear the Safety of your 
Life is to us. And this I do aſſure your Majeſty, 
© that we, your moſt loving Subjects, were moſt 
< willing to have extended this — to a far 
* ſtraiter Courſe, as we thought the ſame meet 
for your Safety, and for terrifying of all Perſons 
© not well-willing to you; if otherwiſe we had 
not underſtood, that your Majeſty's Pleaſure 
vas, that it ſhould not be extended to any ſtraiter 
Points than it is. 
© And as your en kee a manifeſt Demon- 
< tration hereby of our Hearts and Minds, ſo alſo 
© we have added (for a further outward Declara- 
tion thereof by our Deeds, offered to your Ma- 
« jeſty of our voluntary Minds) a ſmall Portion 
© out of thoſe Wordly Goods which God hath 
© given us, and by the long Peace under your 
- © blefſed Government we have encreaſed MH 7 
ay 
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Way of a Subſidy, and two Fifteenths, to be uſed Queen Elizabeth, 
by your Majeſty, as in former Times you have 1585. 

0 . done, for the Defence of this your Realm, 
© and us your humble Subjects. Which tho' we 
© know ſhall not amount to the Value that percaſe 
© ſhall be needful for the Defence of your Realms, 
© Dominions and Subjects, againſt all Attempts 
© that may be miniſtred by the Enemies of God, 
and of your Majeſty; yet your Majeſty may 
© make an aſſured Account, that, beſides this our 
Offer, you cannot lack a further Supply of the 
© reſt that we have, to be ſpent, or committed to 
your Direction, as Cauſe ſhall require. 

© Laſtly, Upon our Knees we do moſt humbly 
© yield our hearty Thanks for your moſt gracious 
© and free general Pardon : Whereby a great Mul- 
© titude of your Subjects are to be relieved of divers 
© Pains and Penalties: which by the Order of 
your Laws your Majeſty might moſt juſtly have 
© inflicted upon them. By which your Clemency 
© we all ſhall take Occaſion, beſides our Thankful- 
© neſs for ſo great a Benefit, to endeavour our- 
© ſelves more carefully to obſerve your Laws, 
© both to the Honour of God, and to the Comfort 
* of your Majeſty; and, finally to the Mainte- 


© nance of Peace, I ranquillity and Concord among 
* ourſelves.” a 


The Royal Aſſent being given to thirty Public 
Acts and thirteen Private, her Majeſty, in Perſon. 


made the following Speech to both Houſes of Par- 
liament (c). : 


My Lords and ye of the Lower Houſe, rhcunty 
Mr Silence muft not injure the Owner ſo much eck 


Speech at pro» 


as to ſuppoſe a Subſtifute ſufficient to render roguing the Par- 
you the Thanks that my Heart yieldeth you, not ſo lament. 


much for the ſafe Keeping of my Life, for which 


Your Care appears ſo manifeſt, as for the Neglecting 


your private future Peril, not regarding other way 
than my preſent State. | | 
3 Ns 
g(t? Camden in Appendice, page 670. Stoa Chron, pag. 701. 
wer, 328, Hollinyſbead, pag. 1396, Cc. 
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Queen Elizabeth. No Prince herein, I confeſs can be ſurer tied or 


15857 


that breatheth, w 


faſter bound than I am with the Link * your Good- 


Will, and can for that but yield a Heart and a 
Head to ſeek for ever all your befl; yet one Matter 
toucheth me ſo near, as I may nat overſkip, Religion, 
the Ground on which all other Matters ought to take 
Root, and being corrupted, may marr all the Tree, 
And that there be ſome Fault-finders with the Order 
of the Clergy, which fo may make a Slander to my- 
ſelf and the. Church, whoſe over-Ruler God hath 
made me; whoſe Negligence cannot be excuſed, if any 
Schiſms or Errors heretical were ſuffered. Thus 
much I muſt ſay, that ſome Faults and Negligences 
may grow and be, as im all other great Charges it 
happeneth, and what Vacation without? All which 
if you my Lords of the Clergy do, not amend, I mean 


10 depoſe you. Look ye therefore well to your Charges. 


This may be amended without heedleſs or open Excla- 
mations. I am ſuppoſed to have many Studies, but 
moſt philoſophical. I muſt yield this to be true, that 
T ſuppoſe few (that be no Profeſſors) baue read more. 
And I need mit tell you, that I am fo ſimple that 
T underſtand not, nor ſo forgetful that I remember 
not; and yet amidſt my many Volumes, I hope God, 
Book hath not been my ſeldomeſt Lectures, in which 
we — that which by Reaſon ( for my Part) we 
ought to believe; that ſeeing ſo great Witkedneſs and 
Greeves in the World in which we live, but as Ma- 
faring Pilgrims, we muſt ſuppoſe that God would ne- 
ver have made us but for a better Place, and of more 
Comfort than we 7— bere. F know no Creaturt 

e Life flandeth hourly in more 
Peril for it than mine own, who entred not into my 
State without Sight of manifold Dangers of Life and 
Crown, as one that had the mightieft and greateſt to 
wreſtle with. Then it followeth that J regarded 
fo much, as I left my Life behind my Care; and js 
you ſee that you wrong me too much (if any ſuch there 
be) as doubt my Celdneſs in that Behalf; for if ! 
were not perſuaded that mine were- the true Way of 
God's Will, God farbid that 1 ſhould live to che 
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it to you. Tale you heed left Eccleſiaſtes ſay not Queen Elizabeth» 
to true, They that fear the hoary Froſt, the Snow 883 
ſhall fall upon them. I ſee many over-bold with 
C0 Almighty, making too many ſubtle Scannings of 
his bleſſed 2 „ as Lawyers do with human Teſta- 
ments. The Preſumption is ſo great, as I may not 
ſuffer it (yet mind I not hereby to animate Romaniſts, 
which what Adverſaries they be to mine Eſlate, is 
ſufficiently known) nor tolerate New-fanglidneſs, [ 
mean to guide them both by God's holy true Rule. In 
bath Parts be Perils ; and of the latter I mufl pro- 
nounce them. dangerous to a Kingly Rule, to have 
every Man according to his own Cenſure to make a 
Doom of the Validity and Privity 75 his Prince's 
Gmernment, with a common Veil and Cover of God's 
Word, whoſe Followers muft not be judged but by pri- 
vate Men's Expoſition. God defend yon. rom ſuch 
a Ruler that ſo evil will guide you. Now T1 con- 
dude that your Love and Care neither is nor ſhall 
be beflowed upon a careleſs Prince, but ſuch as but 
for your Gaod Will paſſeth as little for this World as 
who careth leaſt, with Thanks for your free Subſidy, 

a manifeft Shew of the Abundance of your Good-Waills, 
the which. I aſſure you but to be employed to your | 
Meal, I could be better pleaſed to return than 


receive. 


After this Speech was ended, her Majeſty, in 
Perſon, prorogued this Parliament to the 20th Day , 
of May next enſuing. 34 - 

We have now another ſhorter String of Proro- 
gations before us, which continued till this Parlia- 
ment was diſſolved. From the laſt mentioned 
Date, it was again prorogued, at fix different 
Times, without any intervening Seſſion, to the 


14th of September. 


: 


Accordingly on that Day, the Parliament being. 
met, it is entered in the Journali of the Lords, that 
whereas this preſent Parliament ſtood prorogued to 
the ſaid 14th of September, yet the Queen by the 
Advice of her en many great and ur- 
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The Parliament 
&ffolved, 


don 
— — aimed at by this Aſociation. To prevent the fatal 
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gent Cauſes occaſioning it (d), had given her Let- 
ters Patents, directed to Sir Thomas Bromley Kt, 
Chancellor of England, and others her Com miſ- 
ſioners to diſſolve this Parliament. Which Letters 
Patent being read in the Houſe, the Lord Chan- 
cellor declared it to be diſſolved accordingly. 
The Reader may obſerve that, in the Proceedings 
of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, an Aſſociation is 
mentioned to be confirmed by an Act paſſed for 
that Purpoſe. This Invention of Afſciating is by 
Camden, appropriated to the Politics of Dudly, 
Earl of Lercefler. Rumours, fays he, were ſpread 
every where, of great Dangers, wicked Deſigns 
and treacherous Practices againſt the Queen and 
State. By which, the politic Earl drewin Men of 
all Degrees and Conditions, throughout England, 
to bind themſelves, in an Aſſociation, by mutual 
Vows, Subſcriptions and Seals, to proſecute to 
Death, as far as lay in their Power, all thoſe that 
ſhould attempt any Thing againſt the Queen (e). 
The unhappy Queen of Scots, adds our Autho- 
rity, eaſily ſaw that her Deſtruction was, chiefly, 


Effects of it, ſhe made her laſt Propoſals to the 
Enghſh Queen, for an Accommodation between 
them. Theſe Articles were ſo condeſcending and 
modeſt, that Elizabeth is ſaid to be ſo far moved 
by them, that it was really beleived ſhe purpoſed 
to ſet her at Liberty. But, crafty Counſellors at 
Home, who where perpetually laying new Fears 
before her, and the factious Scots, with their Re- 
preſentations, prevented it. Theſe laft urged 
ſtrongly, That there was no Hopes of Queen 
© Elrzabeth's Safety; if their Queen was ſet at Li- 
* berty. That both Kingdoms were undone, if 
© ſhe was admitted to be Partner with her Son in 
the Kingdom. That the true Religion in Bri- 
© tain was ruined, if ſhe-was to be allowed the 
< Exerciſe of the Remiſh Religion, though it was 
put within the Court-Walls.* ' Dey | 
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Theſe Remonſtrances from the Queen of Scots Queen Flirabet > 
own Subjects, chiefly fomented by a Set of hot-„H 5 
headed enthuſiaſtical Preachers amongft them, gave 
the Engliſh Government a ſomewhat better Pretext 
to keep her impriſoned. In which Condition ſhe 
continued to the Year 1586, when a bold Con- 
ſpiracy was ſet on Foot to deliver her; the Ori- 
ginal and Progreſs of which we ſhall leave to 
Camden and our larger Hiſtorians : It is, only, ne- 
ceſſary here to obſerve, that this Conſpiracy proved 
fatal tothe poor Queen, and drew in an Engliſb Par- 
liament to vote her Deſtruction. She was tried by a 
Committee of Lords, and others, ſent down to Fo- She is tried by a 
theringham Caſtle for that Purpoſe; and though ſhe 3 1 
made a noble and a bold Defence, offering to refer gives Sentence 
her Cauſe to a full Engliſp Parliament, ſhe was of Death, 
found guilty and received Sentence accordingly. 

The Subſtance of which Trial will appear in the 
Proceedings of the next Parliament. But it is 
neceſſary to take Notice, here, that a Declaration 
was publiſhed, the ſame Day the Sentence was | 
given, by the Commiſſioners and the Judges, That 
the ſaid Sentence did nothing derogate from James | 
King of Scots, in his Title and Honour ; but that 
he was in the ſame Place, Degree and Right, as if | 
the os Sentence had never been pronounced. | 
rits were ſent out to call a new Parliament „ | 
to meet at Meſiminſter, the 15th Day of Ofober, 1886. OY Y 
| 


in the 28th Year of this Reign. From that Day, At Waltminiter, 
for divers good Cauſes and Conſiderations, the Par- 
liament was prorogued to the 27th, and from 
thence to the 29th of the ſame Month (f). On 
which Day the whole Body of Lords and Com- 
mons being aſſembled, in the Houſe of Peers, ex- 
pecting the Coming of the Queen, the Lord Chan- 
cellor informed them, that great and urgent Buſi- 
neſs prevented her Majeſty from being preſent; The P | 
but that ſhe had by her Letters Patents, conſtitu- ny by Com 
ted an appointed the Moſt Reverend F _ in 
riſt, 


(f) Sentence was, only, given againſt the Queen of Sees, on the 
25th of this Month, ſo that theſe ſhort Prorogations were made till 
that Tryal was over. | ND . 
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Quit Blieabeth, Chriſt, —_ Archbiſhop of Canterbury; William 
15368 Crtil, Lord Burleigh, Lord Highi-Treaſurer of 
England; and Henry, Earl of Derby, Lord High- 
Steward, her Majeſty's Commiſſioners; in her 
Name, 70 hold and do every Thing that was ne- 
ceſſary for her in this preſent Parliament. Which 
Letters Patents being, openly, read in the Houſe, 
the ſaid three Lords Commiſſionets left their own 
Seats and went to a Seat prepared for them, on the 
Right; ſide of the Chair of State, beneath the Steps. 
Ther the Lord Chancellor, aſter going firſt to the 
ſaid Lords and conferring with them, from his ac- 
cuſtomed Place, ſpoke to the Houſes to this Effect. 
{ 
| 
| 


The Lord Chan- That the preſent Parliament was ſummoned, 
cellor's Speech. «for no uſual Cauſes; not for making of new 
© Laws, whereof her Majeſty thought there were 
© more made than executed; nor for Sub/id:es and 
* Fifteenths, of which, although there was ſome 
£ Occaſion for them, yet her Majeſty would not 
© ch her loving Subjects, at this Time; but 
© the Cauſe was rare and extraordinary; of great 
« Weight, great Peril, and dangerous Conſequence, 
He then declated what Dangers had been con- 
© trived of late, and how miraculouſty*the merciful 
Providence of God, by the Diſcovery thereof be- 
* yond all Human Policy, had preſerved her Ma- 
« jefty. The Deſtruction of whoſe Sacred Per- 
© ſon was moſt traiterouſly imagined and deſig- 
© ned to be compaſſed. as Dy a | 
He then ſnewed, what Miſery the Loſs of ſo 
© noble a Queen would have brought to all Eſtates; 
< that although ſome of theſe Traltors had ſuffered 
© according to their Demerits, yet one remained, 
© that by due ' Courſe of Law had received her Sen- 
© tence; which was the chief Cauſe of this Aſſem- 
- © bly, and wherein her Majefty required their faith- 
e. < ful Advice. Wherefore, ſaid he, that you may 
5 © uſually and orderly proceed herein, you of the 


Commons Houſe, are to make preſent Choice of 
ſome one amongſt you to be your Speaker, and 
©* preſent to the Lords-Lieutenants as ſoon as con- 
veniently you may.“ After which the — of 
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Parliament read the Names of thoſe who were Queen Elisabeth 
appointed to receive and try the Petitions offer- 1586. 
ed to this Parliament; and then the Lords-Lieu- 
tenants adjourned it to Monday next. 2 

It is by to gueſs the Reaſon that the Queen ca 
not to the Houſe, was an affected Tenderneſs in her, 
to fit in Judgment, as it were, on the Life of ſo 
near a Relation, Although Camden obſerves, that 
appointing Commiſſioners to act in her Name was 
not without Precedent, : | 

On Monday, the laſt Day of October, the Com- john . 
mons preſented to the Lords-Lieutenants John Ef ; cleatd 
Puckering, Eſq.. Serjeant at Law, as; their Speak. Speaker. 
er; who, with the uſual Forms, was admitted: by | | 
them, which was all that was done that Day; and 4 
then the Houſe was adjourned to Friday, November - 1 
the 4th. On which Day alſo, nothing is entered 
in the Journals. | 

But, the next Day the Buſineſs. began. The 
Lord Chancellor made another Speech to the Lords, 
in which he ſet forth the foul and indifcreet Deal- 
ings, practiſed by the Queen of Scots, againſt her 
Majeſty and the whole Realm; notwithſtanding» 
the many great Benefits and. Favours which the ſaid 
Queen of Scots had received of her Majeſty; Af- | 
ter the Chancellor had ended, Villiam Lord Bur- | | 

| 
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leigb, Lord Treaſurer, ſtood up; and, as one unto; 
whom the whole Proceedings of the ſaid Queen of 
Scots were better known, becauſe of his long Ser- 
vices to his. Moſt Gracious, Sovereign Lady, ever 
ſince the Beginning of her Reign, related them at 
large to the Houſe. Which two Speeches made! 
the whole Buſineſs of that Day. 

To make the Proceedings of this Parliament 
againſt this unhappy Queen, more intelligible to our 
Readers, we ſhall join thoſe of, the Lords and: 
Commons together. And, we are told, in the 
Fournals of the latter, that, on Novamber the 3d, 
whilſt a private Bill was reading, and one Mem- 
ber offering to ſpeak to.it, Mr. Vice-Chamberlain; 
dir Chriſtopher Hatton, ſtood up and told: the: 
Houſe, That having Matter of moſt great Im- 
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Sir Chriſtopher 
Hatton opens the 
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Pls portance to deliver unto this Houſe, from her Ma- 
15 . 


jeſty, he was ſo bold, with their good Favours, for 
this Time to interrupt the Speech intended by 
the Gentlemen that offered to ſpeak to the 
ſaid Bill. And then ſhewed, that her Maje- 
ſty thinking that all thoſe of this Houſe, which were 
lately in the Higher Houſe when the Lord Chan- 


Chargeagainſtthe cellor declared the Cauſe of her Highneſs's ſum- 
Queen of Scots. moning of this Parliament, could not hear the ſame; 


and alſo that many of the Members of this Houſe 


now here preſent, were not the ncome upor return- 


ed; commanded him to deliver unto this Houſe 
the Summary Cauſe of her Majeſty's Calling and 
Aſſembling of this great Council at this Time; 


which was (he faid) not to make any more Laws 


as being many more already than well executed; 
nor yet any Subſidy, albeit, if need ſo required, the 

e were convenient enough to be done; but 
(faid he) to conſult for ſuch Matters as the like 
were never almoſt heard of, nor any Parliament 


called for, in former Time, that can be found 
or read of. And fo very excellently, plainly, and 
effectually, made Relation of the horrible and wic- 
ked Practices and Attempts, cauſed and procured 
by the Queen of Scots, ſo called; meerly tending to 
the Ruin and Overthrow of the true and fincere 
Religion eſtabliſhed in this Realm; the Invaſion of 
this Realm by Foreign Forces ; Rebellion and Ci- 
vil Wars, and Diſſenſions within this Realm. 
Yea, and withal (which his Heart quaked and trem- 
bled to utter and think on) the Death and Deftruc- 
tion of the Moſt Sacred Perſon of our Moft Gra- 
cious Sovereign Lady the Queen's Majeſty : to the 
utter Deſolation and Conqueſt of this Moſt Noble 
Realm of England. And fo diſcourſing of the Mat- 


ter, and the great, execrable Treacheries and Con- 


ſpiracies of the ſaid Queen of Scots, even from the 
firſt to the laſt, in Particularities very amply and ef- 
fectually (ſuch of them, at the jeaft, as have been 
hitherto diſcovered) ſhewing alſo, very manifeſtly 
and evidently, the Proofs and all other Circum- 


ſtances of the ſame Tyeachery and a gs 
-£ 1 
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d ſo thinketh „ for his Part, that ſpeedy Queen Elizabeth» 
Conſultation be 122 by this Houſe for the Cutting 253% | 
of her off by Courſe of Juſtice ; for that otherwiſe 
our faid Sovereign Lady, the Queen's Majeſty's 
Moſt Royal Perſon, cannot be continuedwith Safe- 
ty; concluding with this Sentence, 

Me pereat Iſrael, pereat Abſalon.“ 


This Speech was ſeconded by the Chancellor . 
of the — the Chancellor of the Duchy, — 
and Mr. Secretary Wooly ; who all ſpoke, at large, 
to the ſame Point; reciting the horrible Treaſons 
and Conſpiracies, cauſed and procured by the ſaid 
Queen of Scots. Which Speeches being ended, the 
Houſe reſolved to reſume the Affair on the Mor- 
row, 

Accordingly, on the next Day, the Houſe being 
reminded, by the Speaker, of going upon the Great 
Cauſe, as they termed it ſeveral more Speeches 
were made by other Miniſters of State; as, alſo, | 
by Sir William Herbert, Sir Thomas Scott, Mr. Fran- ; 
cis Bacon, Mr. Alford, Mr. Throgmorton, Mr. Bar- | 
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ker, Mr. Dalton, Mr. Baynbrigg, and Mr. Sollicitor; 
all vehement againſt the Queen of Scots, charging 
her with treaſonable Practices againſt the Life of 
the Queen, and procuring a Foreign Invaſion to 
further thoſe Attempts. Concluding, that ſuch ö 
Practices could never be prevented hereafter, unleſs | 
the ſaid Scott;/h Queen did preſently ſuffer the Ex- 
ecution due to Juſtice and her Deſerts. | 
It was then moved that a Committee ſhould be 
appointed to conſider of a Petition to her Majeſty, 
to that Purpoſe, and, alfo, to requeſt the Lords, if 
they thought „to join with them in it. Ac- 
cordingly, a Committee was appointed of all the 
Privy-Council belonging to that Houſe, and forty- 
four other Members. There is an Entry made 
in this Journal of the Concluſion of a Speech, ſaid 
to be ſpoke by one Mr. George Moore, who averred, 
That only Popery is the chief and principal Root 
* ofall the late horrible and wicked Treacheries 
and Practices, and the Queen of Scots a principal 
Branch, 


28 


Aconſerence 
between both 
Houſes. 


Me Parkamentaty H STORY 


D — Branch, iſſuing from the ſame Root, and the 


© moſt perilous and full of Poiſon of all the other 
Branches; for that the Papi/ts, in very deed, for 
the moſt Part, not knowing the Perſon of the 


"© faid Queen of Scots, do wiſh the Eſtabliſhing of 


© her in the Crown of this Realm, rather in re. 
© ſpect of Popery, (which ſhe would ſet up) than 
for any Affection they bear to her Perſon; and 
< ſo likewiſe, for the moſt Part, all of them either 


* *© wiſh or could eaſily bear the Death of our Sove- 


© reign Lady the Queen's Majeſty, though, per- 
© haps, they would not ſhew themſelves to be Ac. 
© tors or Dealers therein.“ He therefore moyeth, 


That it may be joined in the Petition for the 
'© Great Cauſe; That her Majeſty may be moved 


© toretain no Servants about her Highneſs's Perſon 
© but ſuch only as may be well known both to pro- 
© feſs the true and fincere Religion, and alſo to be 
© every Way true and faithful Subjects.“ And 


further That the Laws already in Force againſt 
© Papifts may be put in due Execution”. 


© "Theſe Speeches being ended, Mr. Speaker ſhew- 
ed, that the ſaid Motion, or any other, tending to 


the Safety of her Majeſty's Perſon, may be very 


well delivered and remembred to the Committees 
in the Great Cauſe, by any Member of the Houſe,” 
November the 7th. Whilft the Lords were de- 
bating the Matter of the Queen of Scots, the Com- 
mons came up, and deſired a Conference with ſome 
of their Lordſhips, what Number they ſhould 
pleaſe to appoint, about the Affair of the Scottyb 
Queen, which had been opened to them. Where- 
upon, the Lords appointed the Archbiſhops of Can- 


terbury and York, the Lord Treaſurer, the Lord 


Steward ; the Earls of Northumberlend, Kent, Rut- 


land, and Suſſex; the Biſhops of London, Durban, 


Wincheſter, and Worceſter; the Lord-Admiral, 


the Lord-Chamberlain ; the Lords Cobham, Grey, 


Lumley, Chandois, Buckburſt, De la Ware, and 
Norris, for the Nan The Place of Meet- 
ing was the outward Parliament-Chamber, at I wo 
in the Afternoon. There was, alſo, appointed F 
mY atten 
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attend the ſaid Lords, the Lord Chief- Juſticeof the 
Common-Pleas, the Chief-Baron, and Mr. Juſtice 
Cuadie. | 

The next Day nothing was done in that Houſe ; 
but the Day following, Nev, gth, ſeveral Letters 
were read, as well from Authany Babington to the 


267 
1586. 


\ 


Queen of Scots, as from her to him, Charles Pagett, - - . 


and others. The Sentence pronounced by the 
Commiſſioners, againſt the Scots Queen, was alſo 
read, And a Form of a Petition agreed upon by 
the Committees of both Houſes 

November 10th. This Day the Lords of the 
Committee made Report to the whole Houſe, 
That thoſe of the Commons, upon hearing of the 
Sentence, and divers of the Special Evidences and 
Proofs, on which the Sentence was grounded, 
openly read unto them, after long Deliberation and 
Conſideration had betwixtthem, both publickly and 
privately, they all, with one Aﬀent, allowed the 
ſaid Sentence to be juſt, true, and honourable ; and 
that the Commons humbl deſired their Lordſhips 
to make Choice of ſuch Number of Lords as they 
ſhould think meet to join with them in petitioning 
her Majeſty. Whereupon, the Lords made Choice 
of the following, viz.. the Lord Chancellor, the 
Lord Treaſurer, the Lord Great Chamberlain, the 
Lord Steward ; the Earls of Northumberland, Kent, 
Rutland, Suſſex, Pembroke, and Hertford ; the Lord 
High-Admiral and the Lords Abergavenny, Zouch, 

orely, Cobham, Grey, Lumley, Chandais, Buckhurſt, 
De la Ware, and Norris. 

Memorandum. The Commons made' a Re- 
queſt to have the Petition aſſented unto by both the 
Houſes, to be enrolled in the Rolls of Parliament ; 
which their Lordſhips as wager] to defer, until 


ng of it was firſt had 
of the ſame. 
The ſame Day the Houſe of Lords was ad- 


journed to November 15th, to give Time, we 
ſuppoſe, for the Petition to be preſented. From the 


{t-mentioned Day, it was adjourned again to Sa- 
turday, the 19th, and from thence, once more, > 
e 


The Parliamentary H1sToRY 


E Elizabeth. the 22d of the ſame Month, without any thing 
3536, 


being entered in their Journals. 

In this Time, the Petition was preſented to the 
Queen by the ſaid Committee of Lords, and the 
Members cf the Houſe of Commons, who were 
of the Privy Council, with. as many more of 
that Body as to make up the Number of forty- 
two. Saturday, the 12th of November, was 
the Day appointed by the Queen to receive it; 
when the Lord Chancellor, in the Name of the 
Lords, and on Behalf of the Commons, declared 
unto her Majeſty, That both Houſes, after many 
Conferences, and long Conſultations, had concluded 
to be humble Suitors to her Majeſty, by Way of 
Petition; the Effect whereof was declared, at 
length, unto her, by the Orators aforeſaid, and the 
Petition, itſelf, delivered to her Majeſty in Wri- 

The Fournalift hath given us, from an authen- 
tic Copy of his own, a Series of Notes, which, he 
ſays, were made Uſe of by the Speaker, in his O- 
.ration to the Queen, on this Occaſion. Which, 
for fear of making this Matter too tedious, we pur- 
poſely omit (g). In it the Orator diſplayed more 
of the Stateſman and Lawyer, than of the Chriſ- 
tian. But we haſten to the Words of the Peti- 
tion itſelf ; which, with the Anſwer to it, are 
both preſerved by the Hiſtorian of this Reign; 
the latter being only ſummarily mentioned in the 
Tournals. 1 5 | | 


May it pleaſe your Moft Excellent Majeſty, our Mu 


Gracious Sovereign, 


Ajoint Petition, W.. your humble, loving, and faithful 


from the Lords ( 
and Commons, 
for the Executi- 


Subjects, the Lords and Commons in 
© this preſent Parliament aſſembled, having of long 


ef Ma een Time, to our intolerable Grief, ſeen by how ma- 


© nifold, moſt dangerous, and execrable Practices 
* Mary, Daughter and Heir of James V. late 


'« King of Scots, Dowager of France, * 
| | "7 
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© called the Queen of Scots, hath compaſſed-. the Queen Elizabeth, 

© Deſtrudtion of your Majeſty's Moſt Sacred and 7586+ 

Royal Perſon; in whoſe Bale (next under God) 

our chief and only Felicity doth conſiſt: And 

© thereby not only to bereave us of the Sincere and 

© True Religion of Almighty God, bringing us 

and this noble Crown back again into the Thral- 

dom of the Rumiſb "Tyranny; but alſo utterly 

©to ruinate and overthrow the happy State and 

© Commonwealth of this Moſt Noble Realm, 

©Which being, from-Time to Time, by the great 

© Mercy and Providence of God, and your Hi, _ 

* neſs's ſingular Wiſdom, foreſeen and prevented; 

your Majeſty, of your exceeding great Clemency, 

and princely Magnanimity, hath moſt b 4 

* paſſed over, (although often and inſtantly moved 

© by your moſt loving and faithful Subjects, to the 

© contrary, in Times, in your Parliaments, and at ' 

© many other. Tine An hath alſo protected and 

© defended the ne Seattifþ Queen from. thoſe great 

Diner, WHEN" hey" own. People, for eee | 

dereflable Erie and grievous Offences to her | 

©mpured, Hath determined againſt her. All which 

beende. the ſaid Queen was nothing | | 

* moyed with theſe and many other your Majeſty's | 

* maſt gracious , Favours toward her; but rather 

wen in Malice, and, by Hope of continual | 

1 e imboalden'd to proſecute her cruel and 

* miſchievous Determination, by ſome ſpeedy and | 

rous 

by Anthony 


— 


* violent Courſe; and now lately a very 
© Plot, being conceived and ſet down | 
* Babington and others, That fix deſperate and 
* wicked Perſons ſhould , undertake that wicked . 
and moſt horrible Enterprize, to take away 
* your Majeſty's Life, (whom God, of his infi- 
* nite Mercy, long preſerve) ſhe did not only give 
* her Advice and Direction upon every Point, and 
all Circumſtances concerning the ſame; and make 
© earneſt Requeſt to have it perform'd with all Di- 
* ligence ; but did alſo promiſe Aſſurance of large 
* Reward and Recompence to the Hoers thereof, 
r e 
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© Which being inform'd to your Majeſty, it pleaſ. 
© ed your Highneſs, upon the earneſt Suit of ſuch 
© 25 tendered the Safety of your Royal Perſon, and 
© the good and quiet State of this Realm, to direct 
1 Tour Commiſhon, under the Great, Seal of Eng. 
© /and, to the Lords and others of your Highneſs's 
© Privy-Council, and certain, ot r:Eords of Par- 
* liament,, of the greateſt and moſt. antient Degree 
Ewith ſome of your principal Judges, to examine, 


© hear, and determine the ſame Cauſe; and there. | 


© upon to give Sentence or, Judgment, according 
to a Statutę in that Behalf made, in the twenty. 
© ſeventh Year of your moſt gracious Reign. 
By virtue whereof, the more Part of the = 
«* Commiſſioners, being in Number thirty-ſix, 
© having at ſundry Times fully heard what was al- 
© ledged and proved againſt the ſaid Scott; Queen 
in her own Preſence, touching the ſaid Crimes 


and Offences, and what the could ſay for her 


« Defence and Excuſe therein z did, after long 
« Deliberation, give their Sentenge and Judgment, 
© with one Conkbt, That the Death and Deſtruc. 
© tion of your Royal Perſon, was imagined and 
© compaſſed' by the faid Anthony. Babjngton, with 
the Privity of the ſaid Scortiþ Queen; and that 
© ſhedid allo commpaſs and imagine the Death and 
© DeſtruCtion of your Moſt Royal; Perſon. Now 
©foraſmuch as we, your Majeſty's moſt humble 
loyal and dutiful Subjects, repreſenting unto you 
© Moſt Excellent Majeſty, the univerſal State of 
© your whole People of all Degrees in this yow 
0 Rat, do well perceive, and are fully ſatisfied, 
© that the ſame Sentence and Judgment is in al 
© Things moſt honourable, juſt and lawful; and 
© having carefully and effectually, according to our 
© moſt bounden uties, ' weighed and conſidered, 
© upon what Cround and Cauſe, ſo many traiter- 
'©ous and dangerous Practices, againſt your Moſt 
© Royal Perſon and Eftate, and for the Invading of 
this Realm, have, for the Space of many Years 
© pſt, grown and proceeded ; do certainly fin 
and are undoubtedly perſuaded, that all the — 
n. * . 2 
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have been, from Time to Time, attempted and Veen Elizabeth, 


« praQtiſed by and from the Scottiſh Queen, and 
by her Confederates, Miniſters, and Favourers ; 
© who conceive an aſſured Hope to atchieve ſpee- 
«dily, by your Majeſty's untimely Death, that 
© which they have long expected, and . whereof, 
during your Life, (which God long preſerve to 
our meflimable Comfort) they deſpair; to wit, to 
place her, the ſaid Scattiſß Queen, in the Impe- 
' rial and Kingly Seat of this Realm, and by her 
«to baniſh and deſtroy the Profeſſors and Profeſ- 
(ſing of the True Religion of Feſus Chrift, and the 
© antient Nobility of this Land; and to bring this 
«whole State and Commonweal to Foreign Sub- 
jection, and utter Ruin and Confuſion; which 
their malicious and traiterous Purpoſe they will 
never ceaſe to proſecute, by all poſſible Means 
i they can, ſo long as they may have their Eyes and 
Imaginations fixed upon that Lady, the only 
Ground of their treaſonable Hope and Conceits, 
' and the only Seed-Plot of all dangerous and trai- 
' terous Devices and Practices, againſt your Sacred 
' Perſon. And ſeeing alſo what inſolent Boldneſs 
"1sgrown in the Heart of the ſame Queen, through 
your Majeſty's former exceeding Favours to- 
Wards her; and thereupon weighing, with hea- 
ry and ſorrowful Hearts, in what continual Pe- 
rl in ſuch-like deſperate Conſpiracies and Prac- 
' tices, your Majeſty's Moſt Royal and Sacred 
'Perſon and Life (more dear unto us than our 
'own) is and ſhall be ſtill, without any poſſible 
Means to prevent it, ſo long as the ſaid -Scottifh 
Queen ſhall be ſuffered to continue, and ſhall not 
'receiye that due Puniſhment, which, by Juſtice 
end the Laws of this your Realm, ſhe hath, ſo 
'oiten; and ſo many Ways, for her moſt wicked 
and deteſtable Offences, deſerved: Therefore, 
and for that we find, that if the ſaid Lady ſhall 
"now eſcape the due and deſerved Puniſhment of 
Death for theſe her moſt execrable Treafons and 
' Uffeftces ; your Highneſs's Royal Perſon ſhall 
de expoſed unto many more, and thoſe, more 

jr” © ſecret 


On 
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and ſuch as ſhall not, or cannot, be foreſeen or 


and Puniſhment of Almighty God, as by ſundy 
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© ſecret and dangerous Conſpiracies, than before 


© diſcovered, as theſe her late Attempts have been; 
© and ſhall not hereafter be ſo well able to take x. 
© way the Ground and Occaſion of the ſame, x; 
© now, by Juſtice, may and ought to be done. 
© We do moſt humbly beſeech your Moſt Excel. 
vlent Majeſty; that, as well in reſpect of the Con- 
© tinuance of the True Religion now profeſſed 2. 
* mongſt us; and of the Safety of your Moſt Royal 
« Perſon and Eſtate, as in 1 * of the Preſervati. 
on and Defence of us your Moſt Loving, Dutiful, 
and Faithful Subjects, and the whole Common. 
Wealth of this Realm, it my pleaſe your High. 
neſs to take ſpeedy Order, That Declaration of 
© the ſame Sentence and Judgment be made and 
© publiſh'd by Proclamation, and that thereupon 
g Piradion be given for further Proceedings againf 
© the ſaid Scottyſh Queen, according to the Effet 
and true Meaning of the ſaid Statute : Becauſe, 
© upon adviſed and great Conſultation, we cannot 
find that there is _ poſſible Means to provide 
for your Majeſty's 0951 but by the juſt and 
« ſpeedy Execution of the faid Queen, the Neglec- 
© ting whereof may procure the heavy Diſpleaſure 


© ſevere Examples of his great Juſtice in that Be 
« hall” le 
And if the fame be not put in preſent Execution, 
© we your Moſt Loving and Dutiful Subjects, ſhall 
< thereby. (ſo far as Man's Reaſon can reach) be 
< brought-into utter Deſpair of the Continuancy 
© amongſt us, of the True Religion of Almighty 
© God, and of your Maj „Like, and the Safe 
c of all your faithful Subjects, and the good Eft 
© of this Moft Flouriſhing Commonwealth. 


Alter hearing the Petition read, the Queen vid 
great Majefty, both of Countenance and Speech, 
ſays our Fiftorian, anſwered to this Purpoſe : 


$0 


F ENGLAND. 298 


90 many. and ſh great are the unmeaſurable Graces Queen Elizabeth, 
and Benefits beſtowed upon me by the Almighty, 786, 
that I muſt not only maſt humbly acknowledge em as 
Benefits, but admire em as Miracles, being in no ſort The Queen's 
able to expreſs em. And tho none alive can more juſt- Anſwer. 
h acknowledge himſelf bound to God than I, whoſe Life 
has miraculouſly preſerved from ſo many Dangers ; 
u am I not more deeply bound to give him Thanks for 
any one Thing than for this which I will no tell you, 
and which I account as a Miracle; namely, That as I 
ame to the Crown with the hearty Good Will of all 
my Subjefts, ſo now, after twenty-eight Years Reign, 
[ percerve in em the ſame, if not greater Affection 
tnvards me; which ſhould J once loſe, F might, perhaps 
find myſelf to breathe, but never could T think that Twere 
alive, now, 0% my Life has been dangeronſly ſhot 
at, yet, I proteſt, there is nathing has more griev'd me, 
than that one, who differs not from me in Sex, one of like 
Yuality and Degree, one of the ſame Race and Stack, and 
ſo nearly related ta me in Blood, ſhould fall into fo great 
« Miſdemeanor, And ſo far have I been from bearing 
ber any [ll-Will, that, upon the Diſcovery of ſome 
reaſonable Practices again/t me, I wrote privately te 
ber, that if ſhe would confeſs and acknowledge them, 
by a Letter betwixt her and me, they ſhould be wrapt 
up in Silence, Neither did I write this with a Pur- 
poſe to intrap her : for I knew already as much as ſhe 
auld confeſs. And even yet, tho the Matter be come 
thus far, if ſhe would truly repent, and no Man would 
undertake her Cauſe again/t me, and if my Life alone 
depended hereupon, and not the Safety and Welfare of 
all my People, I would ( I proteſt unfeignedly) willing- 
ly and readily pardon her. Nay, if England might 
ty my Death obtain a more flouriſhing Condition and 
wm KL better Prince, I would moſt gladly lay down my Life. 
For, for your Sakes it is, and for my People's, that I 
deſire to live. As for me, I fe no ſuch great Reaſon 
(according as I have led my Life) why I ſhould either 
be fond to live, or fear to die. I have had good Expe- 
rence of this World; I have known what it is to be a 
Subject, and 1 now know what it is to be a Sovereign. 


y 3 Good 
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Queen Elizabeth. Good Neighbours I have had, and I have met with bad 


1580. 


and in Truſt I have found Treaſon. I have beſtow 


Benefits upon Ill-Deſervers ; and where I have dim 
well, I have been ill requited and ſpoken of. While ] 
call to Mind theſe Things paſt, behold Things preſent, 
and look forward toward Things to come, I count them 
happieft that go hence ſooneſt. Nevertheleſs againſt ſuch 
Evils and Mi chiefs as theſe, I am arm d with a bei- 
ter Courage than is common in my Sex; fo as whatſi- 
ever befalls me, Death ſhall never find me unprepared. 

And as touching theſe treaſanable Attempts, I will 
not ſoa far wrong myſelf, or the Laws of my King- 
dom, as not to think but that ſhe, having been the 
Contriver of the wu Treaſons, was bound and liable 
to the ancient and former Laws, though the late Al 
had never been made; which nothiuithſtanidng was in 
no Sort made to prejudice her, as divers who are in- 
clined to favour her have imagined. So far was it 
from being made to entrap her, that it was rather in- 
tended to forewarn and deter her from attempting 
any thing againſt it, But ſeeing it had now the 
Force of a Law, I thought good to proceed againſt 
her according to the ſame. But you Lawyers are ſo 
curious in Scanning the nice Points of the Law, and 
proceeding according to Forms, rather than Expound- 
ing and Interpreting the Laws themſelves, that if 
your Way were obſerved, ſhe muſt have been indiclid 
in Staffordſhire, and have holden up her Hand at 
the Bar, and have been tryd by a Fury of Twelve 
Men. A proper Way, forſooth, of Trying a Prin- 
ceſs. To avoid therefore ſuch Abſurdities, I thought 
it better to refer the Examination of ſo weighty « 
Cauſe to a ſelet# Number of the nobleſt Perſonages of 
the Land, and the Fudges of the Realm; and all 
little enough, For we Princes are ſet as it were upon 
Stages in the Sight and View of all the Warld : Th: 
leaſt Spot is ſoon ſpyd in our Garments, the ſmalkft 
Blemiſh preſently obſerv'd in us at a great Diſtance. 
It behoves us therefore to be careful that our Proceed- 
ings be juſt and honourable. But I muſt tell yu 
one Thing, that by this laſt Act of Parliament, y0 


have reduced me to ſuch Straits and * 
: 
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that J muſt reſolve upon the Puniſhment of her who Queen Elizabeth» | 


is a Princeſs ſoa nearly allied ta me in Blood, and © 
whoſe Practices againſt me have ſo deeply affetted me 
with Grief and Sorrow, that I have willingly cho- 
ſen to abſent me from this Parliament, leſt I ſhould 
increaſe my Trouble by hearing the Aae, mentian d; 
and not out of Fear of any Danger or treacherous At- 
tempt againſt me, as ſome think. But I will now tell 
you a farther Secret, (tho' it be not uſual with me to 
blab forth in other Caſes what I know:) It is net 
lng ſince theſe Eyes of mine ſaw and read an Oath 
wherein ſome bound themſelves to kill me within a 
Month. Hereby I ſee your Danger in my Perſon 
which I will be very careful to prevent and keep off. 
The Aſfoctation you enter'd into for my Safety I 
have not forgotten ; a Thing I never 1 much as 
thought of, till a great Number of Hands and Seals 
to it toere ſhewed me. This has laid a perpetual 
Tie and Obligation upon me, to bear you a ſingular 
Cord-Will and Love, who have no greater Comfort 
than in your and the Commonwealth's Reſpe& and 
Action towards me. But foraſmuch as the Mat- 
ter now in Hand is very rarely exampled, and 0 
greateſt Conſequence, I bope you do not look for any 
preſent Reſolution from me : For my Manner is, in 
atters of leſs Moment than this, to deliberate long 
upon that which is but ance to be reſolved. In the 
mean Time, I _ Almighty God, fo to illuminate 
and direct my Heart, that I may ſee clearly what 


may be beſt for the Good of his Church, the Proſperity 


2 Commonwealth, and your Safety. And that 
elay may not breed Danger, we will ſignify aur 
Reſolution to you with all Conveniency, And what- 
ever the 75 of Subjects may expect at the Hands of 
the bet Princes, that expect from me to be perfur- 

med to the full, | 


Tt will be found by the Sequel, that our Hiſtorian, 
Livy like, has dreſſed up the Queen's Anſwer in bet- 
ter Language than her Time will allow. But this 
muſt paſs at preſent ; for it is not inſerted at length 
in either Journal. To proceed. The Lords met 

T4 | Again 
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again on the T5th. of November, and thence ad- 
journed to the 22d of the ſame Month. 


In the Interim, Camden tells us that the Queen 
had well weigh'd the Matter in her Mind, and, be- 
ing diſtracted with Cares and Thoughts, as it were 
in ſome Conflict with herſelf, what to do in ſo im- 
portant a Buſineſs, ſhe ſent the Lord Chancellor to 
the Upper Houſe, and Puckering, the Speaker, to the 
Lower, to adviſe them to find out a more pleaſing Ex- 
pedient, whereby both the Queen of Scot's Life might 


be ſpared and her own Security provided for. 


Her Majeſty's 
Meiſage in Fa- 
vour of the 


Queen of Scots. 


This is. Mr. Camden's Account of this ſecond 
Meſſage, which, he ſays, was ſent twelve Days af. 
ter the Petition was deliver'd, - by Packering the 
Speaker : But herein our Hiſtorian will be found 

ilty of two Miſtakes, by the Authority of the 

ournals, That of the Commons informs us, 
that on the 14th of November, two Days' after the 
Petition was delivered, when the Speaker had re- 
ported to the Houſe the Subſtance of the Queen's 
Anſwer, Mr. Vice-Chamberlain ſtood up, and 
having firſt affirmed that the Speaker's Report was 
true, he added, that the Queen had command- 


ed him that Morning, to uh to the Houſe, 


That her Highneſs, moved with ſome Commi- 
© ſeration for the Scottiſh Queen, in reſpect of her 
© former Dignity and great Fortunes in her young- 
© er Years, her Nearneſs of Kindred to her Ma- 


jeſty, and alſo, of her Sex, could be well plea- 
_ © ſed to forbear taking of her Blood; if by an 


© other Means, to be deviſed by the Great Clunci 
© of this Realm, the Safety of her Majeſty's Per- 
© ſon and Government might be preſerved, with- 
© out Danger of Ruin and Deſtruction. But here- 
0 3 ſhe left _ wk ne” to their own 0 
Liberty and Diſpoſitions, of proceeding other- 
ways, at their Choice. For, as her Majeſty 


© would willingly hearken to the Reaſons of an 
< particular Member of this Houſe ; fo, he added, 
© they might exhibit their Thoughts, in that Caſe 
© either to any of the Privy-Council, being of that 
© Houſe, or to the Speaker, to be by him deliver- 
© ed to her Majeſty. * 


After 
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After the aforeſaid Orator had delivered this Queen 


Meſſage, he took Occaſion to put the Houſe in 
Mind, that at the Beginning of this Parliament 
the Lord Chancellor told them, that it was her 
Majeſty's expreſs Command, no Laws at all ſhould 
be made in this Seſſion; her Majeſty purpoſing not 
to be preſent to give her _ Aﬀent to any. 
Wherefore he deſired that this Houſe might be ad- 
journed to the 18th of November; in which Time, 
he ſaid, it might be her — would ſend ſome 
other Anſwer to their Petition which ſhe yet had not 
read, And the Houſe was adjourned accordingly. 

On that Day, after manySpeeches andArguments, 
which, by the by, we find were all on one Side, 
the Houſe came to a Reſolution, * That no other 
Way, Device or Means whatſoever could or can 
* poſfibly be found, or imagined, that ſuch Safety 
© can in any wiſe be had, ſo long as the ſaid Queen 
© of Scots doth, or ſhall live.” 

The Fournals of the Lords ſay nothing of this 
Meſſage; but there is Reaſon to believe it was ſent 
to them, becauſe that Authority informs us, that 
on the 22d, After many Debates in that 
© Houſe, the Lords agreed that the Matter ſhould 
© be put to the Queſtion, and every Peer being 
© aſked his ſeveral Voice anſwered, with one Con- 
* ſent, That they could find no other Way. 

© [tem, The fame Day, they of the Lower 
© Houſe came up, and defired the Lords to be con- 
© tent to appoint ſome of their Houſe to confer with 
© them, upon the Anſwer that was to be made to 


her Highneſs. Whereupon the Lords made 


Choice of the following, viz. the Archiſhops 
© of Canterbury and York, and the Lord-Treaſu- 
rer, c. And the Lords, after Conference had 
* with the Committee of the Lower Houſe, made 
© Report that the like Queſtion was propoſed to 
* them of the Commons Houſe, and that they 
* anſwered all with one Conſent, no Man — 
ing, That they could find no other Way. ere 
© upon, the Committees of both Houſes agreed 
c 
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Queen Elizabeth, © upon this Anſwer to be made to her Majeſty, 
1 That having often conferred and long debated 
on that Queſtion, according to her Highneſs's 

Both Houſes re- < Commandment, they could find no other Way 
ſolve to abide by than what was ſet down in their Petition. 
their Petition. Which Anſwer, for the Lords, was delivered to 
© her Majeſty, by the Lord Chancellor, and for 

© the Commons by their Speaker, at Richmond, 

* Thurſday, Navember the twenty fourth.” ; 

* On the 25th of the ſame Month, the Lord 

© Chancellor deliver'd to the Lords her Majeſty's 

© Anſwer to their laſt Reſolution, the Effect where- 


of, was put in oY extraordinary Terms; If, 
—.— * an. © faid her Majeſty, I ſhould ſay unto you that I 
iwer. © mean not to grant your Petition, by my Faith, I 
« ſhould ſay unto you more than, perhaps, I mean. 
And if I ſhould ſay unto you I mean to grant 


your Petition, Iſbould then tell yor more than is 
ft for you to know. . And thus I muſt deliver you 
© an Anſwer Anſwerleſs.” 7.4; 
Thus much Verbatim from the Lord's Journal. — 
And all we have to add from the ſame Authority, 
is, that a large Entry is made in this laſt Day's Pro- 
ceedings, of every Thing done in the fore going, 
relating to this Aﬀair ; with a Copy of the Petition 
at the Concluſion. 

The unhappy and predeſtined Queen of Scots 
had not one Advocate, in either Houſe, that 
would or durſt plead in her Favour. The Current 
againſt her was fo ſtrong, as would then have over- 
thrown all Oppoſers, and involved them in the ſame 
Ruin. There are ſeveral Pieces of broken Speeches 

Inſerted in the Commons Fonrnals, all tending to 
her Deſtruction; but ſo interſperſed and unconnec- 
ted, as would be very tireſome to a Reader. What 
we can collect from the whole of thefe Arguments 
is, firſt, © That great Streſs was laid, on the As- 
SOCIATION, which they had ſworn to and ſigned. 
This was recommended to the Speaker to be urged 
Home to her Majeſty. Since, as they ſaid, it re- 
ſpected, more eſpecially, the Conſciences of 2 
great Number of her good and loyal Subjects which 


cannot 
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cannot be diſpenſed with by Laws. It was, alſo, Queen Elizabeth. 
proved by invincible Reaſons, as the Fournal terms 336. 
them, That neither the expected Reformation in 

the Scottiſh Lady, if the Queen ſhould ſpare her 

Life; nor yet, by ſafer and ſtronger Guarding of | 

her Perſon; nor yet, by her Promiſe upon Word 

or Oath ; nor by the Hoſtages of other Princes her 

Allies; nor by her Baniſhment; nor by the Revo- 

cation of the Bull of Pope Pius V. (g) nor yet, 

by the Bonds or Words of a Prince; nor of any 

or all the Princes her Allies, nor by any other Way 

or Means whatſoever, other than the ſpeedy Exe- 

cution of the ſaid Scottiſʒh Queen, the Safety and 
Continuance of the True Religion, of the moſt 

Royal Perſon of the Queen's Majeſty, and of the 
peaceable State of this Realm, can, in any wile, 

be provided for and eſtabliſhed.” 2. 

It is eaſy to ſee by the Scope and Drift of theſe 
Arguments, that moſt or all theſe Methods had 
been propoſed, either at Home, or from Abroad, 
or from both, to ſave this wretched Queen's Life. 
Itis very probable that all the Princes then in Chri- 
ftendom thought themſelves intereſted in it. But 
it is certain that the violent Party again{t her, in 
the Houſe of Commons, were eager to have her 
ſpeedily deſtroyed, for fear ſome foreign Applica- 
tion ſhould have Force enough to ſave her. This 
Houſe, we are told, was greatly alarmed at the 
Coming of the French Embaſſador, who arrived in 
England, about this Time to make ſome Propo- 
ſals for ſaving the Queen of Scazs, For one Mr. 
Grice, a Member, took Notice in the Houſe, that 
ſince that Embaſſador was to have Audience of her 
Majeſty the next Day ; who, he was fully perſuad- 
ed within himſelf, came not for any Good to 
her Majeſty, or to the Realm; yet, knowing that, 
in ſuch Caſes, they are uſually attended with a 
Company of Raſcals, and the baſeſt Sort of People 
of their Nation, and this Rabble uſing to thruſt 
into the Preſence of the Prince, along with their 

| Maſter; . 


(g ) See before pag. 100. 
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Queen Elizabeth. Maſter ; He moved, that, for better Safety of her 
1586, Majeſty's Moſt Royal Perſon from any deſperate 
Attempt of the ſaid Frenchman, it would pleaſe 
thoſe of this Houſe, who were of the Privy-Coun- - 
cil, to take Order that the ſaid Embaſſador might 
both be heard and receive his Anſwer. from the 
Council; and, in no wiſe, to have Acceſs to her 
Royal Perſon. To which it was anſwered by the 
Vice-Chamberlain, that this Matter had been con- 
g _ — ſidered of, at the Committees of both Houſes, and 
in the Commons, Orders ven accordingly. 
thereupon, The laft Thing that ſeems neceſſary to extract 
from the Foxrnal, relating to this bloody Buſineſs, 
is, that one Day when Mr; Comptroller of the 
Houſhold, Sir Francis Knolles, was giving his 
Opinion to the Houſe that there was no other 
Courſe, &c, he took Occaſion to propoſe that 
earneſt and devout Prayer ſhould be made to God 
to incline her Majeſty's Heart to the Petition of 
this Houſe; and that ſome apt and ſpecial Courſe 
of Prayer might be deviſed and put down by ſome 
= Houſe; and not only be exerciſed here every 
| Day, but, alſo, by all the Members, elſewhere 
Abroad; and, privately, in their Chambers. 

To this pious Motion it was anſwered by Mr. 
Treaſurer, that he took it to proceed from a =_ 8 
Intention; but ſaid that there was already a Form 
of Prayer extant, in Print, and uſed in this Houſe 
for that Purpoſe: and every Member might do the 
ſame, privately, if he pleaſed. 

Leaving this godly Debate to the Reader's own 
Reflection; we ſhall only add, That on the ſecond 
of December, the Lords Commiſſioners adjourned 
this Parliament to the 15th Day of February fol- 
lowing ; ſo that this was one and the ſame Seſſion, 
tho* divided by ſo conſiderable an Adjournment. 

We have been as particular, as poſſible, in the 
Recital of this memorable Affair, from the un- 
queſtionable Authority of the Journals, How 
they tally with our Biographer, and the more ge- 
neral Hiſtorians, will appear inthe Sequel. 
And, firſt, hear what Mr, Camden hath left us 
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of this Matter. After acquainting us with the Queen Blizabeth- 
Queen's Meſſage to both Houſes, about ſoftning 1685. 
the Sentence, as before related, he goes on _ 
After long and ſeriousDeliberation, judging th 
both the Welfare and. Detriment of the — 
concern'd all the Subjects, they unanimouſly. con- 
curr'd again in their former Opinion; and that for 
theſe Reaſons. The Quaen : Safety (they ſaid) could Theparliament's 
no Way be ſecured, as long as the Queen of Scots further Reaſons 
liv'd, bb e ſhould either ſeriquſly repent and ac- — Rennes 
knowledge her ence.z or were kept with. a cloſer tion, 
Guard, and ſufficient Security. | given. by Bond and 
Oath, for her good Demeanar-; ar. deliver d Hoſta- 
ges; or elſe departed the Realm. As 75 her Repen- 
tance, they were out of all Hopes of it 9 
that ſbe had ſo ill requited the Queen wh bad ſed 
her Life fe, and wwould\,not yet acknowledge = ault, 
* ſarer Guard, ftritter Cuſtody, Bonds, Oath, 
Heſtages, they, eflcem'd them all as nothing worth; 
becauſe if the Queen: Life were. once taken. away, all 
theſe would preſently vaniſh, And if ſhe. ſhould de- 
part the e they fear d left ſhe foould preſently 
take up Arms and invade, the ſame. 
Theſe Reaſons the IM and Puc. 
hering. Speaker of the Lower Houle, explain'd and 
open d more at x large, prefling hard that the Sen- 
— might be put in Rxecution; becauſe, ar it 
were Injuſtice to deny Execution of the Law. to 
one. of ber Subjetts that ſhould it; fo mud 
more to the whole Bach of her Peaple of Ex 
unanimeuſly and with one Vaice humbly and inſtantly 
ſuing for the ſame, The Ton — a8 s fol- 
lows. 


JE R Y unpleaſing is that Ia, where the Setting y Un 
out, Progreſs. and Fourney's End yield r. 3 

but Trauble and Jexation. I have this. Day been in 
greater.Conflia with myſelf than euer I was in all 
72 Life, whether 1 L ſpeak, er hold my Peace. 
If I fhoujd ſpeak, and not complain, 7 Hall nl 
1 ſhould be ſilent, all. 46S Labonr. and Pains ta- 
n were in vain: And if I Huld complain, it 
might 
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Gn wc tem a flrange and unuſual Thing. Yet ] 
* 


7705 7, that my hearty Deſire was, that ſome other 
enns might have been deviſed, to provide for your 
Security and my own Safety, than this which is now 
propounded. So that I cannot but complain, though 
ot of you, yet to you, ſince ] perceive by your Peti- 
tion, that my Safety depends wholly upon the Ruin of 
another. If there be any that think I have ſpun out 
the Time on purpoſe to get Commendation, by a ſeem- 
ing Shew © 2 Clemency, they do me | Wrong undeſer- 
vedly, as he knows who is the Searcher of the moſi 
ſecret Thoughts of the Heart. Or if there be any 
that are perſuaded the Commiſſuners durft pro- 
nounce no other Sentence, for Fear they ſhould thereby 
22 me, or ſeem to fail of their Care for ny 
eſervation, 9 2 do but burthen and wrong me 
with ſuch injurious Conceits. For either thoſe whom 
1 put in Truſt have fail d of their Duties, or elſe 
they acquainted the Commiſſuoners in my Name, that 
my Will and Pleaſure was, that every one ſhould act 
freeh, according to his Conſcience 3 and what they 
thought not fit to be made E that they ſhould 
communicate to me in private. It was of my fa- 
vourable Inclination towards ber, that I defired | 
8 


other _ F be found out, to prevent this 
1 fince it is now reſolb d that my Security 
is deſperate 1 her Death, I find a great Re- 
tuftancy and Trouble within me, that I, who. have in 
my The pardon'd fo many Rebels, wind at ſomany 
Treaſons, or neglefied them by Silence, ſhould now 
2 fo fhew 2 win towards fo great * a _ 


7 . fince I came to the Gown 7 this 
> LP ſeen many defamatory Libels and Pamphlets 

ainft me, taxing me to be a Tyrant. Well far: 
BE. Writer: — ; I believe their Meaning was 
fo tell me News. And News indeed it was to me to 
be branded with 7 I would it were as great 
News to bear of heir N. Wickedneſs and Impiety. But 
what is it 30 they will not venture to write now 
when they ſhall hear that I have given my Conſent, 


that the Executioner's Hands ſhould" be imbrued 4 
tt 
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the Blood of my neareſt Kinſwoman ? But ſo far am ] Queen Elizabeth · 
from gy — it were to ſave o — Life, * 
I would not offer ber the leaſ Violence : Neither haue I 
been ſo careful how to preſerve my own Life, as how ts 
preſerve both -her's and mine: Which that it is now 
impoſſible to do, I em heartily troubled. I am not ſo 
void of Senſe and Judgment, as not to ſee my own Dan- 
ger before my Eyes; nor jo indiſcreet, as to ſharpen a 
Sword to cut my o10n Throat; nor ſo egregiouſſy care- 
leſs, as not to provide for the Safety of my own Life. 
This I conſider with myſelf, that many a Man would 
hazard his. own Life to ſave the Life of a Princeſs ; 
but I am not of their Opinion. Theſe Things have I 
nam Times thought upon ſerioufly with myſelf... © 
. But ſince ſo many have both written and ſpoken 
wgain/t me, give me Leave, I pray you, to ſay ſame- 
what in my own Defence, that ye may ſee what 
Manner of Woman I am, for whoſe Safety and Pre- 
ſervation ye have taken, ſuch extraordinary Care. 
Mberein a do, with a moſt thankful Heart, diſcern 
and read your great Vigilance; . ſo am I fure I ſhall 
never requite it, had Ia many Lives as all you 
together. N | Nu n k L 
When firſt I took the Scepter into my. Hand, I 
was ngt-uttmindfu! of God the Giver, and thertfor? 
1 began. my Reign with ſecuring his Service, and 
the Religion I had been, both borm in, bred in, and 
1 truft,. ſball die in. Had though I war not igno- 
rant bmw many Dangers I ſhould meet withal at 
Home, for my altering." Religion, and how many 
great Princes Abroad of à contrary Profeſſion would 
in that 7 bear ants haftile \Mind towards me : 
. Yet was I no whit diſmay d thereat, knowing that 
Cod, whom alone I c d and reſpected, would defend 
both me and my Cunſe. Hence it is that fo many 
Treacheries and Conſpiracies have be attempted 
againſt. me, that I might well aumire to find myſelf 
alive at this preſent Day, were it nat that God's. ho 
ly Hand has ftill protected me beyond all Expacsa- 
tion, | Next, ta the End I might make the. better 
Progreſs in the Art of Ruling well, I had long and 
ſerious Cogitations with myſelf what Things were 
* why ; e mt 
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Ween Elizabeth, 2 worthy and 
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becoming Kings to do : —4 
ee e e. 
_ 


two . — J will nat boaft elf; my Sex does not 
permit it; they are proper to Men. "Bae for the tw 


former and lefs rough, I dare ſay, (and that withnt 


Oftentation) I never made a Difference of Per ſom, 
but bigh and low had 'equally Right done them: 1 
n — whom. I thought nit 
I never\ was forward to believe 
— fr Talling; * owt 
ny Judgment to Dy — 5 d with Prejudice, 
=} heard the I will not ſay but 
eee too much in 
the one Side or the other : For à good and 
a wary Prince may ſometimes be bonght | and ſol, 
wuhil/? we . hear all ourſelves. Yet this I dare 
_ Judgment (as far as I could under- 
2 en — . 
Aketbiates adviſed his Friend, not to give 
fever till be bad run over the Letters 7 ofthe wh 5 
Alphabet ; ſo have I r raſb and ſudden 
ſolutions in any Thing. 

And therefore av teaching your Counſelt and Con- 
ſultations, I acknowledge them to bade heen with 
ſuch Care and Providence, and fo advantagenes 
the Preſervation of my Life, and 10 525 
Hearts fo ſincere and dra to me, that I ſpall en- 
deauour, what 2 tart. to — you 8 


But 1 — you to 
1 Deubts and Cares, which as 
ind; and to ret ſatisfy'd with the 


25 of my thankful Efteem 0 2 
= Anſwer . given, * it for any 
Anſwer at all. If 1 ſhould ſay I will not ds what 
you requeſt, I might ſay, perhaps, more than I in- 


tend: 
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und: And if I ſhould ſay I will do it, I might Queen Elizabeth, 
plunge myſelf into as bad Inconveniences as you en- 1587. 
deavour to preſerve me from: Which I am confi- 
dent your Wiſdoms and Diſcretions would not that I 
ſhould, if ye conſider the Circumſtances of Place, 
Time, and the Manners and Conditions of Ars . 
To conclude this long and melancholy Buſineſs. 
The Queen of Scots fell a Sacrifice to the 
Romiſþ Religion; and, as ſhe complains herſelf, in 
her laſt Letter to Queen Elizabeth, to thoſe zealous 
Puritans, who then bore. the chief Sway in Eng- 
land, Conſtrained by Neceflity, and at the earneſt 
Prayers and Entreaties of both Houſes of Parlia- 
—— firſt ſuffered the Sentence Is hw es 
publickly proclaimed againſt her; and then ſhut 8% x, 
| ter Eyes whilſt the bl y Decree was put in Exe- _—_ * 
cution. What Buſtle was made * Daviſen 
the Secretary, afterwards, is | known. 
Moſt Hiſtorians think this was all a Farce; as well 
a3 the great Reluctance that was previous to it. 
Queen Clizabeth's own Chronicler writes, that 7t 
was thought: to proceed from the natural At and 
Guiſe of Women ; who, tho they defire a Thing never 
ſo much, yet will always ſeem rather to be conſtrained 
and forced to it (i). | 
t is obſervable, that the Proceedings of the laſt 
Parliament were different from any that was ever 
ſummoned before in this Kingdom. No Bills of 
any Kind were exhibited in either Houſe; and 
conſequently, no Acts were paſſed at the End of it. 
They ſeemed to be called, only, to conſtitute a 
higher Pribunal; to re-hear and re-examine the 
Letters and Evidences againſt the Queen of Scots, 
and confirm the Sentence, By which Means of 
Proceeding againſt Crowned Heads, Elizabeth gave 
Vor. Iv. | | U | the 


(b) The curious Inquirer may find th's Matter more at large in 
the Supplement to Holling ſhead"s Chronicls, (Pag. 1580 to 1887.) 
excing in this very Year ; where this whole Affair is drawn up and 
(eliver'd in the Language and Orthography of the Times. | 

(i) Camden Pag. 528. The Queen of Score was beheaded at 
Fuberingbay-Caflle, Feb. $. 1587, So that from the Time that 
Sentence was | int her, ſhe was ſuffered ty live-in 4 
ſenible State of Uncertainty, very near four Months. IS” 
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Queen Elizabeth. the Parliament a Power, which, one Branch of it, 
2307. * fatally, took to themſelves, in a ſucceeding 
eign. . 
We now enter upon a Year, which will be ever 
memorable for one of the greateſt Deliverances this 
The Spaniſh In Nation ever had, from its moſt Gable Ene- 
vakon, mies. Camden introduces it with Preſages and 
Prophecies, all ominous to England. , Reports and 
Rumours were no longer uncertain, - but it was: 
now moſt certainly known that an jnyincible Ar- 
mada was rigged and prepared in the Ports of 
Spain, in order to invade England. And that the 


moſt famous Officers and Soldiers were ſent. ſor, 
from different Parts of the World, to aſſiſi in this. 


N 3e * : 
Prepprations were making 


arhament met at Home, 


Expedition. Bras 
But, whilſt theſe 
Abroad, the Engliſh 
2 —— 29, 22 5 — 1 ee gs — 
3. Ie ig urprifing that e particulas Writes of 
— this Reizh has — one Word auß 44:36 
Meeting; eſpecially when there were ſome memo- 
rable Things, relating to the Exigencies of the 
Times, tranſacted in it. He ſeems to be ſo intent 
on the raiſing Forces for the OY of the King- 
dom, that he has forgot the very Sinewsof War, 
without which all martial Preparations are in vain. 
The two firſt Days there was nothing done, 
becauſe the Lord Chancellor was fick; on the 
17th Sir Edmund Anderſon, Knt. Lord Chief 
Juſtice of the Common Pleas, read publickly in 
the Houſe of Lords, à Commiſſion from the 
Queen, directed to himſelf, by which he as au- 
thorized and appointed, in. the Abſence of the 
faid Lord Chancellor, to act in his Stead... 
The ſucceeding Days, to March the 7th, there 
were-only ſome Bills read for the better regulat- 
ing ſome Branches of the Law. But, on the 
Day aforeſaid, a Bill was ſent. up. by the Com- 
R mons, entitled, An Act for one entire:Subſidy (l), 
* and tro Fiſtentis and Tenths, to be granted to 
her Majeſty by dhe Trapez. And it fit 


- - (9) The ſame a before, Stowe, p. 741.) 
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due Houſe on the qth Inſtat. The next Day a 


from the Clergy, of Six Shillngs in the Pound, to 
be paid in ties Years, was read and paſſed alfo, 


ing Occafions of the State; on the 11th of March, 
\ Meſfige was fent from the Commons, requeſting 
that it would pleaſe the Lords to appoint à Num- 


of Canterbury and York, the Lord Steward, the 


Rutland, Hertford, and Leiceſter, the Biſhops of 
London, Winchefttr and Saliſhury, the Lords Cobham, 
Morley, Grey, Stafford, Stourton, Cromwell, North, 
Delaware and Norris, were appointed. Who, 


port to the Houſe, That the Commons made 
© humble Suit to their Lordſhips, to have the 


© bution or Benevolence, which they of the Lower 
© Houſe meant to offer unto her * 
Manner, how they meant to proceed therein, was 
© opened; by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, On 
which Repört of the Committee, the Lords 
thought good to refer their Anſwers herein till 
* Monday next.” e THEY 
But we hear no more of this Matter until Wed. 
way the 15th ; when another Memorandum is, 
entered,” That this Day the Lords of the Com- 
* mittee made Report unto the whole Houſe, that 
; e Conferences had with the Committee 
*of the Lower Houſe, touching their Requeſt 
made to the Lords to join with them in Petition 
*to her Majeſty about a Benevolence, or Contri- 
* bution, which they of the Lower Houſe thought 
good to offer into her Majeſty z:the ſaid Lords of 
the Committee thought it good, for divers Rea- 
ſons, to join with the Commons therein, which 
Reaſons, when the whole Houſe had heard and 


Commons ſhould be left to themſelves, and that 
- Ua © they 


Qu een Eliz a 
Bill for the Confirmation of one entire Subſidy, 


But thefe dilatorf Acts not anſwering the preſ- 
ber of their Houſe for a Conference with 4 Com- 
mittee of the other. Accordingly the Archbiſhops 
Lord Chamberlain, the Earls of Kent, Worcgſter, 


the ſame Day, after the Conference, made a Re- 


Lords of this Houſe join with them in a Contri- 


ajeſty. The 


conſidered, their Lordſhips did reſolve that the 


"a0 


1587-8. 


A Benevolence 
from the Com- 
mon. 
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Queen desk. © they would take ſuch Order herein as to their 
255˙. \« Lordhip ſhall ſeem convenient. 
ingly, the fame Lords, as before, were 
chat a new Committee to reſolve upon the 
Contribution; when, after ſome Conference had 
amongſt themſelves, in Reſpect of the great Char- 
ges her Majeſty hath heretofore been at, and that 
her Highneſs muſt be enforced to be at hereafter 
for the Defence of this Realm and other her Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions, the 75 reſoly'd freely to offer and 
ive unto her two /billings in the Pound, after the 
1 of the Valuation of the Subſidy of the Tem- 
porality, granted in this preſent Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, to be paid unto ſuch Perſons, and at ſuch 
Times, as it ſhall pleaſe her Majeſty to appoint, 
Which Reſolution being afterwards declar- 
ed unto the whole Houſe, the Tem Lords, 
in regard that the Lords Spiritual had made a prior 
Offer of Contribution to Majeſty, did — 2 
And fromthe, ther, with one Conſent, moſt will — Ho 
Vors. ſaid Reſolution, both touching the 8 the 
Payment thereof, and „ that this free Gift 
| ſhquld be entered on Record; and that ſuch of the 
Lords as were then preſent, of her Maj 122 $ Privy 
Council, ſhould ſignify the ſame to her 
in all their Names” 
In this Seffion there was an Act paſſed for con- 
; firming the Attainders of Thomas late Lord Paget 
Quoen of Seen and others, who are marked by initial Letters in 
Accomplices, the printed Statutes; but Camden hath explained 
theſe . to be Charles Paget, Sir Francis Eng 7 — 
Francis Throgmorton, Anthony Babington, 
Salisbury, Edward Janes, Chidioch Tichburne, 
Charles Tilney, and the reſt of the Conſpirators 
on the Queen of Scots Account, who had been 
trjed and executed ſome Time before, By this 
Act, all their Goods and Poſſeſſions were conbil- 
8 cated; but our Hiſtorian places it as made at the 
fe firſt Meeting of this Parliament, whereas it was 
paſſed i in the ſecond... 
This ſecond Seſſion laſted but about five Weeks, 


in which there were ten A expedited, . 
w 
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none remarkable enough to be taken any more 
Notice of here. One Thing, however, is memo- 
rable, that on the laſt Day of the Seffion, the 
Commons ſent up a new Bill, for the Sale of the 
Lands of one Thomas Handford, for a Debt due to 
the Crown, &c. when the Lords had before paſſed 
2 Bill to the ſame EffeR, and ſent it down to the 
Commons. Therefore it is entered that ſince the 
Commons had rejected their Bill, without Conference 
with ſome of the Lords of this Houſe, and framed 
a new Bill and ſent it up ; their Lordſhips thought 
it a Precedent fo ſtrange, and ſo far contrary to the 
Orders of this Houſe, that they reſolved to put it 
to the Queſtion, Whether this new Bill ſhould, 
* Orders of this Houſe, be read here or not ? 
e whole Houſe being particularly aſked their 
Opinions, with one Conſent, they concluded, that 
t ſhould not be read. | 
This is all that is material in the Lords Journals, 
but that of the Commons is much more filled with 
Matters of Conſequence, which happen'd at this 
ſecond Meeting of the Parliament. We are told, 
that on the 224 of February, the Day this Houſe 
net, after another ſhort Adjournment, Sir Chriſto- 
ber Hatton, Kt. Vice-Chamberlain, acquainted 
the Houſe, * That it was her Majeſty's Pleaſure 
that they ſhould have diſcloſed to them the Dangers 
the Nation then ſtood in; That ſhe thanked God 
ſhe had ſo good a Houſe of Commons, and wiſhed . 


399 


which are mentioned in the printed Statutes ; but Ween Elizaberk” * 


I537-$, 


this Seſſion might be ſhort, that Men concerned as gj, Chr ft. Hatton 
vernors might go home to their Governments, opens to the 


fr the Sake of oſpitality and Defence; and to — — — 29 


ake another Time for making Laws, except ſuch Invade 1. 


n re now neceſſary.” The Dangers which he 

poke of, he urged, were thoſe of antient Malice 

zunſt the Queen; which were to be prepared for, 
nd God invoked for his Aſſiſtance. The Sub- 
ſtance of the. reſt of his Speech, he drew up under 
the following Heads ; of \ 
„The Catholice abroad, the Pope, the King of, 
yes the Princes of the League, the Papiſts at 
Me, and their Miniſters.“ | The] 
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. The principal Root thereof: _ 
© The Council of Trent, which agreed to extirpate 
Chriſtian Religion (which they term Herefie) 
whereuntodivers Princes aſſented, and Ba them- 
ſelves in ſolemn Manner, OT] e 


a yore Am|AiÞdor, beſtirred them ; à Northern 
Ne 


ſends '7efeits and Semunaries to Eng, nd and Ire- 


proceed to inveigle 57 Subjects, 


fu begin- 
itzæ- Morris 


„ 
and d 


face 


Majeſty, and perſuaded it was meritorious (0 
fi ope Sixtus, the Fifth, imitateth the other 
Popes to execute their former Devices, and wrieth 
tothe Cardinals of Lorrain and Gu: to, that he will 
9 A ot the Goſpel (which Mr. nde 
1onourably ternied F glorious Goſpel) and 


herefore moved them to. Hin with the Princes of 


| pe League, and to practiſe to win the King of 


Ol Ferrara, Kingof Spain, and King f France. A 
4 chief Inftrument to work this, was Facher Hey. 
0 * © He was ſent into Germany, and over Italy and 
F- France, and wrote, to the Scottiſh Queen, that the 
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Scots, and to ſet up the Scottiſh Queen in England, 
and made his Reckoning of the Cantons that be 
'Popiſh, the Switzers, the Duke of Savoy, the Nuke 


Powers will join to overthrow England, and make 
known the Effect of his Labour to the Pope. In: 
vaſion ſhould have been made into England, and 
Treland che laſt Year, and not unlike to be attempt: 
ed this Year, hs es ted ad 
The Pope excommunicateth the King of Ne: 
var. The Pope accounteth not of Popiſh * 
2 0 * TAK * 


(0 See, before, p, 259, 263. 
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ing and Perſuaſions that Way ; but nevertheleſs queen Elizabeth 
moveth all to-uſe the World, and for Maintenance 1587-8, | 
thereof ſpareth his Treaſure otherwiſe, and with- 
draweth Maintenance from Jeſuits and Seminaries ; 
And divers other Letters were found with the 
Seattiſh Queen, which prove all theſe to be true. 
If we ſerve Almighty God in Incerity of Heart 
we need not to fear. It is to be*remembred that 
the King of Spain ſought to recover ſome Part of 
his Father's Credit, by uſing our. Treaſure and 
Foree to get St. Quintin r; but he ſoon made his 
Advantage of it, and regarded not Territories 
in France,” but fuffered the Loſs of Culais and all 
our Territories; and after the Death of Queen 
Mary what he could. Her Majeſty fought for 
his Good. Will, ſending the Lord Montague, the 
Lord Cobham, Sir Thomas Chamberlain, *Kt. Mr. 
Maun, and pthers and they were but hardly uſed, 
ſomeof thtmm Were offered great Indignity and Mr. 
Maum Son forced, by Strength, to do à Kind of 
Penance. He comforted the Queen's Enemies, 
he giveth Colour of Wars, he chargeth the Queen 


l that her Subjects have aided his Rebels in the Low- 
* Countries,” with countenancing Monſieur (m) with 
0 Money at Cambray, with ſending her Nobility with 
of him into the Low-Countries, with the Actions of 
of Sir Francis Drake, with Aſſiſtance of the Low- 
id, Countries. Sy F 6% 
de Of che Purpoſe of the Combined Princes: 
ke Their Shew is to deal with the King of Na- 
A varre to extirpate him, but their Drift is to ruin 
. Religion, not only there, but to ſet upon and to 
I work the Ruin of it here alſo; wherein the Cardi- 
the nals of Lorain and Guiſe are now very buſie. Their 
ke Malice is the more for „ the Scottiſb 
In- Queen, but their Hope is the leſs. The King of 
oi Pins Defignments are to invade England, and 
pt- tr eland. : | 
| _— His 
Na- 1 ö 
ch- (The famous Duke D“. Alenzon, meption'd before (p. 232, 


ſeq.) whom the MNetherlanders choſe for their Governor at their 
Revolt from Spain, Sazanon's Med, Hit. Vol. II. 
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Queen Elizabeth, _ © His Preparation: TT 
© i387 Three hundred and fixty Sail of Spain. Eighty 
Gallies from Venice and Genoa; One Galliaſs with 
fix hundred armed Men, from the Duke of Fl. 
rence. Twelve thouſand Men maintained by ah 
and the Pope. Six thouſand by the Spani/> Clergy. 
Twelve thouſand by his Nobility and Gentry of 
| Spain. It is reported, that ten thouſand of theſe 
3 Horſemen ; [ think it not all true, but ſomething 
ere is. 
© We muſt look to the Papiſts at home and a- 
broad. It hath touched us in the Blood of the 
Nobility, and the Blood of many Subj 
They practiſe to frame gubjects againſt all Du- 
ty, and in Doctrine of Lawfulneſs and Me. 
rit to kill the Queen, and have ſent their Inſtru- 
ments abroad to that Purpoſe. , 
Two Manner of Forces are to be handled. 
Aſſiſtance to the Low-Countries, and Defence by 
Force otherwiſe. That God may affiſt us in Ju- 
ſtice, in Right, in Defence againſt thoſe Princes. 
The Affiſtance is acceptable that will be profit- 
able. Her Majeſty oweth Relief there in Honour, 
according to the Leagues, N between us and 
between 


the Houſe of Burgundy. Leagues differ 

from Leagues growing Prince and 
Prince, for they between the People and this 

, State. We 5 d to help them in — 
according to the Leagues. Many Marriages an 
many Secrecies have been long between us, and the 
relieving of the Afflictions of that People may not 

be omitted. | 

_ © The Heads of their Miſeries are, the Spaniſb 

Inquiſition by Placard, uſing ſtrange Tortures not 

to be ſuffered ; great Impoſitions without and a- 

ainſt Law, ſending ſome of their People into 

pain and there tyrannized over; their Noblemen 

done away ; taking their Towns, and ſetting Ty- 

rants over them to uſe them like Dogs. The Pur- 

poſe was to bring the Low-Countries into a Mo- 

narchal Seat, and then, Ye nobis. The Queen's 

. Dealing there is warranted by God. The Queen 
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is occaſioned of Neceſſity for Safety of her Domi- 
nions and us, that that may be preſerved, 
that the Engliſb Commodities may be vented there 
with Readineſs, with Safety and with Profit; the 
Recovery thereof will be good for this Country 


and Crown; it may not be ſuffered that a Neigh- 
bour ſhould grow too ſtrong. (He commended: 


the Princes of Italy, and eſpecially the Duke of 
Florence, for uſing that Policy; Henry the Seventh 
for aiding the Duke of Britany with eight thouſand 
Men rather than the King of France, after he had 
found great Friendſhip of them both, that the King 
of France might not grow too ſtrong.) 
The King of Spain ſeeketh to be yet greater; 
he hath already a Seat in Council amongſt the Prin- 
ces of Germany, by reaſon of Territories his Father 
got there; and, if he could, he would frame the. 

Lonu-Countries to his Deſire. | 
As to the Pretence of Injuries before remem- 
bred: As to the firſt going over, her Majeſty miſ-, 
liked it, and puniſhed ſome of the Captains (he 
named Sir Humfrey Gilbert for one.) Concern- 
ing Monſieur, the firſt Time her Majeſty drew 
him from proceeding for the Low-Countries ; the 
ſecond Time ſhe confented that he ſhould only 
aſſiſt the Low-Countries, which Monſieur after- 
wards abuſed, contrary to her Majeſty's Meaning. 
Concerning Mr. Drake's firſt Voyage, her Majeſty 
knew it not; and when he came home, ſhe 
ſeized the whole Maſsof Subſtance, brought by him, 
to ſatisfie the King of oo (if Caufe ſo required) 
and thereupon deſired rtificate for Invaſion in- 
to Jreland, | 
Concerning Mr. Drake's laſt Voyage, it was to 
meet with the Reſtraints and Seiſures in Spain, 
and their Purpoſe, of War was thereupon diſcover- 
ed; for there was Hund by the Maſter of Mr. 
Bond's Ship, who took the Corrigedore,. and others, 
« Commiſſion from the King of Spain, whereby 
he termed us his Rebels, as he termed the Low- 

Countries,” ; 1 oe: 
| 1 8 He 
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He then remenibred another Grievance not 
touched before, which was the ere 
of Don Anthony (nuR. 

2 — Which he anſwered to be done in honourable 


| Courteſie, becauſe of his State, who was a King an- 


ointed- and crowned ; though his Seat was not lang 
untroubled, an coming hither in honaurable and 
courteous Manner, though e * 
required the Entertainment he had. 

Then he iterated, that the great Grief i is Reli- 

5 8 and ſaid that all godly ones are bound to de- 

He then commended ber Majeſty's Cou- 

rage gun her Enemies Malice, eſteeming it no 
les than the ſtouteſt Kings in Europe. 

Mr. Chanceller of the Exchequer, after Mr. 
Vice-Chambethiin's Speeches ended, remembred 
ſome of the fotmer, infertfed, and ſo concluded 
that the great Preparations of War which was fit 
ſpeedily to be thought of and provided, would grow 
; and therefore thought it fit with Ex- 
pedition, that the 'Houſe ſhould appoint a con- 
venient Number to ſet down Articles for a 
Subſidy. reupon all the — — be- 
ing of this — the firſt Knight r every Shire, 
and others, were appointed to meet in the Ex- 
chequer- Chamber, at two in the Afternoon.” 

February 27. Mr. Cope, a Member of this 


see Houſe, ſtood up to make à Motion; and after 
tion for Altera. uſing ſome Speeches touching the Neceſſity of a 
tion of the Com- learned Miniſtry, and the Amendment of Things 


mon Prayer- 
— 


iſs in the celeſiaſtical Eſtate, offered to the 
a Bill, and a written Book; the Bill con- 
taining a Petition that it might be enacted, that all 


Laws, now in Force, touching Eccleſiaſtical Go- 


vernment, ſhould be void: And that it might be 


enacted, that the Book of Common-Prayer, now 


offered and none other, migh be received into the 
Church to de uſed, The Book contained the — 
| 0 


CS 


A Natural Son of bs III „ 
afliied in his Pretenſions that Cr Pbili 
N of Spain, Sauen. * n * 
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of Prayer and Admigiſtration of Sacraments, e 


divers Rites and Ceremonies, to be uſed in the 

Church. Anddefiring that he Book might be read, 
Mr. Speaker, in Effect, uſed this Speech: 

For that. her Majeſty befare, his Time bad 
commanded the Houle. not to meddle with this 
Matter, and that her Majeſty had promiſed to tke 
Order in thoſe | Caſes, he doubted not but to the 
good Satisfaction of all her People; he deſired that 
it would pleaſe them to ſpare the Reatling of it. 
Notwithſtanding the Houle deſired the Reading - 
it. Whereupon Mr. Speaker willed the Cler 
read it. And the Clerk being ready to read it, 
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Dalton maden a Mation againſt the Reading * = 


ſayings: that it was not meet $obecread, and that it 
2 appoint a new Form of -: tion of the 

acraments and Ceremonies. of the 4 a — 
the Diſcredit of the Book of Common-P 


che whole Ptate ; and thought that this - 


would bring er Majeſty's Indi tion againſt the 
Houle, thus to enterprize the ing ' with thoſe 
Things which her Majeftyeſpeciall — taken into 
her on Charge and Niredtion,: eupon Mr. 
Lewkenor-ſpoke, ſhewing the Neceſſity of Pr Preach- 
ing, and of à learned Miniſtry, and thought it very 
fit that the Petition and Book ſhould be read. To 
this Purpoſe ſpake Mr. Harieſton and Mr. Bainbrigg, 
and, ſo the Lime being paſſed, the Houſe — 
and neither the Petitizn nor Book read. 
This done her Majeſty ſent to Mr. Speaker as 
well for this Petition and Book, as for that her 


Petition and Bock for the like Effect, that was de- 


livered the laſt Sefion of Parliament; which Mr. 
Speaker ſent to her Majeſty,” 
On the 28th of February her Maje ent for 


Mr. Speaker, by occaſion whereof the did 
not ſit. 


On che firſt of March Mr. Wentworth deli 


vered. unto Mr. Speaker certain Articles, which 
contained Queſtions touching the Liberties of the 
Houſe, and to ſome of which he was to anſwer, 
and deſired they might be read, Mr. Speaker re- 


quired 


Elizabeths 


-. 


dar- ebe 


by 


| ©ſure youy 1 


of that ſimple T 
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*RORASMUCH'as ſuch Laws as God is to 

1 be honoured by, and that alſo ſuch Laws 

. ign and this worthy Realm of 
4 


ſerved by, from all foreign and domeſtic Enemies 
made by this Honourable = 
one 


© Queſtion, to be ſatisfied of a few Queſtions to be 


© berty of this Honourable Council ; for 1 de af- 

God for it, thatT do find 
«in mill © vali Mend ode ue Oe fl. 
* nourable Aſſembly ſome little Taſte and Account 
which it hath pleaſed God 


of his ſingular Favour and dneſa to beftow 


upon me, to gain to his Highneſs's Honour an 
© Got 4-and to ſhew unto my Noble Prince and 
* Commonwealth, true, faithful,-and dutiful Ser- 

vice; of the which Mind, I am ſure, Mr. Speak- 


er, here are many gadly, faithful, and true-heart- 


* ed Gentlemen in this Honourable Aſſembly. 
* Howbeit, the Want of Knowledge and Expe- 
5 rience of the Liberties of this Honourable Conn- 
© cil, doth hold and ſtay us back; For as we have 
© 2 hearty Deſire to ſerve God, her Majeſty, and 
* this noble Realm; even ſo are we fearful and 
AIdath to give or offer any Offence to her Majeſty, 

| | or 


Of ENGLAND. 317 
© or unto her Laws; the which, we preſume, we Wen Elsbeth 
« ſhall not do, if we keep ourſelves within the 87. 
« Circle of hem, and no _— — e that 
© whereof he is ignorant. ore I pra | 
Mr. er, cftſoons to move theſe "+ gong 
« ticles, by Queſtion, whereby every one of this 
© Houſe may know, how far he may proceed in 
this Honourable Council, — tht concern 
the Glory of God, and our * 
© to our Prince and State. — P — 2 
© ded, that God cannot be honoured, neither our 
Noble Prince or Commonweal preſerved or main- 

© tained, without free Speech and Conſultation of 
© this Honourable Council, both which conſiſt 
upon the Liberties of this Honourable Council, 
e "ak —— So here are 
© the Queſtions, peaker : humbly - 
% hk you to give them a Reading, and 
* God grant us true and faithful Hearts in Anſwer- 

* ingof them; forthe true, faithful, and _ 
© vice of our merciful God, our lawful | 
© and this whole and worthy Realm of England 
© will much conſiſt hereafter upon the Anſwer un- 
© to theſe Queſtions. Whereforeit behoveth us to 
CO Rn = 
© ſweri 

0 Therefore the Lord direct our Tongues, that 

Ve may anſwer them even with his Spirit, the 
« Spirit of Wiſdom, without the which our Wiſ- 
« domis nothing elle but Fooliſhneſs.* - 
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© Whether this Council be not a Place for any 
Member of the ſame here aſſembled, freely and 
* without Controlment. of any Perſon, or Danger 
* of Laws, by Bill or Speech, to utter any of the 
© Griefs of this Commonwealth whatſoever, touch- 
* ing the Service of God, the Safety of the Prince 
* and this noble Realm? 
Whether that great Honour may be — unto 
»God, and Benefit and Service unto the Prince 


© and 


3 


326; 


Th PurlavknitryHishdny 


QueetElizabeth, and State without free Speech in dus Couneil | 


TIE 


© which 
* c Wh 


be done with it;; 
there 56 Council which Al 


make, ald cus er diminiſh Form the Laus of the 


Realm, but only this Council of Parliament? 
Wecker it be not againſt the Orders of this 
© Counciteo make anygecret or Miatter of Weight, 
« which is here in Hand, . Prince or 
other, concerning che high Servics of God, 


2 'Stats, without e "Conſent of the 


© Houſe? | 

© Whether the Speaker, or other; may inter- 
e e y Member of this gan — 2 
6 in this Houſe, tenditig to of the fore- 
© named high Services? 25 

Whether the Speaker y n wer be il, 
© any Matter r without Conſent 
© of the Houſe or not? 

0 — niny origi the Houſe 
in any Matter or Cauſe there in Queſtion; or 
< whether he is We Ted mee in a; 
© Matter or not 

Whether the Prince and Sed eotitins, 
< ſtand and be maintained without this Council of 
N Government of 
the State?“ , * 


4} 


For which he and We ue teld hat the Speaket did ni not | thi pro- 


four more are 


committed to the per to put theſe Queſtions to che Houfe; but 
Tower by the ſhewed * to Sir "Thomas Hentage, a Privy- 


' 


Counſellor; and ſoon aſter Mr. Wentworth was 
committed Priſoner to the Tower, And March 
the 2d; Mr. Cope, Mr. Laoke#, Mr. Harleton 


and Mr: Baynbrigg, the four Speakers to the Mo- 
tion aforeſaid, were ſent for before the Lord Chan- 


cellor and divers of the Privy-Council, and by 

them ſent to the Tower after Mr. HYentworth. 
Two after this, whilſt the Houſe was fit- 
ting, $ Sir John Higham, made a 3 0 Tis 
e ſeveral good and neceſſary Mem rs of tha 
© Houſe were taken from chem, it would pe 
I | them 
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them to be humble Petitioners to her Maj y for Queen Elirabeth · 

the Reſtitution of them again to the Houſe.” 1 
To which Mr. Vice- Chamberlain anſwered, 

That if the Gentlemen were committed ber 

Matter within the Compaſs of the Privilege of 

the Houſe, then there might be Room for a Pe- 

« tition; But if not, adds he, we ſhall oceaſion 

© her Majeſty's further Difpleafare, He rather ad- 

« viſed to ſtay till they heard more, which could 

© not be long. And, further, as to the Book and 

the Petition, her Majeſty had, for divers good 

© Cauſes beſt: known to herſelf, , thought he fit to ſup- 
« preſs the ſame; without any farther Examination 

of them. And yet he conceiv'd' it very unfit for 

© her Majeſty to * any Accoumt of her Actions 
We hear no more of this Matter, nor how long 

theſe Gentlemen were Priſoners in the Tower ; and 

it is ſurpriſing that neither Camden, nor any other 

Hiſtorian take any Notice of ſo important an Af- 

fair. The reſt of this Seſſion was taken up with 

Matters of no. Significancy in this Houſe; except 

in the Reading and Paſfing ſome Bills already men- 

tioned in our Account of the other. So that on 

March the 23d, the Lord Chief Juſtice declared 

to both the Houſes, in Form, that her Majeſty for 

certain Reaſons could not come down to the Houſe. 

to paſs the Bills; and therefore had granted her Let- 

ters Patents, in. which the Titles of all the Bills 

are, particularly, recited for that Purpoſe, ' Which 

Commiſſion, being openly read, the ſaid Lord 

Chief Juſtice produced other Letters Patents, di- 

rected to the two Archbiſhops, the great Officers of 

State, &c, c. conſtituting them her Majeſty's 

Commiſſioners to diſſolve this Parliament; Which The parlament 

* read, as the former, the Parlinanent was diſ- diſſolved. 


ſolyed according 
_ - ys now agree aff the 


The Spam 


Heads and go of our Enghſh — and 

many Pages together, im our larget Writ. 5, are 

beſtowed, in an exact Detail of that prodigious 
aterprize and ever-glorious Overthrow. The 


"onlitutignal Part of of our Nation. Jies wholly 
neglect 


ed 
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2 for ſome Years after; and they 
_— to tell us that the State was almoſt Bankrupt 
the 


it. The Span; Captures did by no Means 

— the va Debt the — man into, by 
he mighty Preparations made to hinder this Inva- 
ſion from taking Effect; as the Proceedings of 
— — 8 evince to _ Purpoſe; for ne- 
ver ſuch a Supply was at one Ti 

Parliament — n 

ot long aſter, this grand Affair being over, and 
the Kingdom perfectly relieved from the Fear of 
2 foreign Voke; when the Queen had rewarded 
her brave Admirals - and Commanders, for their 
extraordinary Conduct and great Valour ſhewn on 
the Occaſion, as well as ſhe could, but not equal 
to their Merit; Her Majeſty, by the Advice of 
her Council, thought proper to ſummon a Parlia- 
ment, to meet at nfter, on the 12th Day of 
November in the Year of her Reign. When 
being aſſembled, accordingly, it was by Letters 
Patents, directed to Sir Chriftopher on Kt. 
then Lord Chancellor, William Lord Burleigh, 
Lord Treafurer, &c. prorogued from that Day to 
the gth of February next enſuing (o). 
At which Time, _ in aſſembled, and the 
Queen preſent, the Chancellor opened the 
Cauſe of the Summons to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment to this Effect; He told them, (v) 
C; » ' Beginning ing of her eign 
© to this Time, gs As. Peace; not only 
at Home but alſo Abroad. That ſhe had given 
© no: Occaſion to the many Princes about ber to 
© invade her Dominions. Nor had taken Arms 
to revenge the many Injuries which others had 


| ; IR eace ſhe ever had above 
o 


' © her Enemies, nor the frequent ns of 


hings at Heart, had nouriſhed and preſerved 
it. Neither the Infant State of Scotland, nor 
© the Treachery, of France, nor the Diviſions of 


) Degdele': Suininone-to Parliament, um Venen. Pre- 
: 2 inthe Journals of the Lords, 
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c Dutch, nor even all theſe Things, could move Queen Elizabeth, 
Cher to make War. And, when ſhe heard that 1588-9. 
© mighty Preparations were making againſt her and 
© her Kingdom, ſhe choſe rather to propoſe Peace 
than to caſt all Hopes of it aſide; for ſhe ſent a 
Set of grave, prudent, and noble Perſons, 4s 
© her Embaſſadors, to treat of it. Which, whilſt 
they were labouring to effect, behold, . a vaſt 
Navy of 24 Ships were ſeen on our Engliſb 
Coaſts. Such a Navy, that, for Number and 
© Greatneſs of the Ships, for Quantity of Arms 

© and military Forces, and for all Kinds of neceſ- 
' ary Stories, was never ſeen to float on the Ocean 
before. But God Almighty, her Majeſty's 
Hope, Defender and Pres, — this 

(vaſt Armado of her Enemies vain and uſeleſs, 
For the Britiſh Navy, by far inferior in Number 

and Strength, happily attacked, once and again, 
| "thoſe huge rais'd-up Rocks and Mountains of 

* Ships (q)z and, at the third Conflict, ſo diſper- 
| led, ſhattered a diſabled them, that, never 

thinking to renew the Fight, they fled for it, 

and took a long Courſe hitherto unheard of; 
for they ſteered round Scotland, Ireland, and the 

* moſt Northern Regions, and by thoſe Means 
- hoped to regain the Spaniſp Coaſts, But what 1 
« Shipwrecks they Cufered, what Hardſhips they 
: bore, how many Ships, Soldiers and 3 
a they loſt, neither can they yet know, nor we, 
for certain, learn. Some few Ships eſcaped to | 
Spain; but ſo ſhaken, ſhattered and forlorn, as | 
* they, can never be of Uſe to them again. The - "= 
Soldiers and Sailors who have ſurvived, were fo | 
' miſerably harraſſed by Hunger, Thirſt, and other 


You, IV. X : a Hard- 
8 
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or his or the Clerk to enter in . 
> and FE, ib many Years. before this Time, are 
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© Hardſhips, that they cannot, of a long Time, 


© recover their former Health. 

But to what End, ſays he, do I, by this Re- 
< cital, endeayour to make you ſecure and void of 
© Fear? Do not you imagine, I fay, that the 
v are ardently ſtudious of Revenge; and that they 
< will not employ the Power, the Strength, the 
© Riches of Spain, and the Forces of both King- 
* doms, to accompliſh it? Know you not the 
Pride, Fury and Bitterneſs of the Spaniard a- 
© gainſt you? Yes, adds he, this is the great Cauſe 
< of Summoning this Parliament; that in this moſt 
full Aſſembly of the wiſeſt and moſt prudent Per- 
© ſons, called together from all Parts of this King- 
© dom, as far as human Counſel can adviſe, a di- 
© Iigent Preparation may be made, that Arms and 
Forces and Money may be in Readineſs; and 
© that our Navy, which is the "= Bulwark of 
© this Kingdom, may be repaired, manned and fitted 
© out for all Events, with the utmoſt Expedition,” 

_ After the Chancellor had ended his Oration, the 
Queen adjourned the Houſe of Lords to the fixth 
of February; to give Time to the Commons to 
chooſe their Speaker, which had beenrrecommend- 
ed to them by the Chancellor, at the End of his 
Speech. Accordingly, on that Day, the Com- 
mons preſented to the Queen George Snogg, Ser- 
jeant at Law, for their Speaker, who, with the 
uſual Ceremonies, was confirmed. The Lord 
Chancellor at the End of the Admiflion Speech, 
only, admoniſhing the Commons not to 
their Privileges to any unreverend and miſbe- 
232 Speeches, or unneceſſary Acceſſes to het 

gelty (7): | hy 


(r) This Lord Chancellor, Sir Chrifopher Harten, i firk mef- 
Toned in the Courſe of his Hiſtory, as Captain of the Guard, and 
afterwards as Vice-Chamberlain, Cainden tells us, That of 4 
Conrtier, he was made Lord Chancellor, at which the great Law- 
yers took moth Diſtaſte: That he was advanced to it by the cun- 
ning Arts ef thoſe, who, thinking bim unable to execute | 
hop's by this Means to throw him out of the Queen's Favor; 
he ſupported the Place with the greateſt State ind Splendor of any 
that ever went before him ; and Uhat be wanted in Knowledge # 


the Law, he labour .d to good by Equity and Jultice,” 
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To ſhew what Effect the Lord Chancellor's Queen Nisabeth. 
Beech had on this Parliament, the firſt 8 * 
Houſe of Lords went upon, was to bring in a Bill 
concerning the Raiſing and Regulating of Officers 
and Soldiers; and the Commons about Raiſing a 
Supply. The former Bill paſs'd the Lords, and 
went no further: But a Bill agzinft the Embezling 
of Armour, Habiliments of War and Victual, 
which was made Felon, became a Statute (s). 

The Commons took a long Time to conſider 
of the Supply; for it was not till the 11th Day of 
March that the Pill was ſent up to the Lords, 
which at firſt bears this lame Title in the Journals: 

At Ae for three Fifteenths and Tenths, and 

—— entire Subſidies, granted by the Temporality. 
Whether there is any Miſtake in tais Eutry, or 

no, is uncertain ; But, March the 14th, when the 

Bill was firſt read in the Houſe of Lords, it was more 
henificantly and ponipouſly intituled, An Act for 

the Granting of Four Fifteenths and Tenths, and 

two entire Subſidies, to our moſt gracious Sovereign 

the Queen 's moſt excellent Majefly. And was paſſed A very large 
under the ſame Title on the 14th. On the ſame Sur. 
Day a Bill was read for the Confirmation of a 
Supply granted by the Clergy; which conſiſted of 

tivo Subſidies of ſix Shillings ih the Pound, to be 

paid; yearly, by two Shillings in the Pouhd. 

How this vaſt Supply was carried in the Com- 
mons, will appear in the Sequel; but it was a 
prievous Precedent; atid, as Lord Cote dbþferves, this 
Tax was the firſt that broke the Citele upd made 
Way for much greater. than this afterwatds (t). 
He adds; that in former Times, oyer and above 
the Subſidy of Tonnage and Poundage, the Com- 
mons never gave abovg one Subſidy and two Fif> 
teenths, ſometimes leſs; one . uſually a- 


Lord Coke's Re- 
marks tbeteu pan - 


mounting to Seventy Thouſand Pounds, and each 
F iſteenth, at Twenty nine Thouſand Pounds, or 
thereabouts, The cn” Subfidies were comput- 
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Queen _ ed at Twenty Thouſand, and they never exceed- 
1588-9. 


evident by Examples of former 


ed one Subſidy till this Time. 

It may be — that the great Joy the Na- 
tion was under, for being juſt then delivered from 
foreign Fetters, occaſioned this unuſual Supply. 
No doubt, they thought that, at another Time, 
they could reduce this exorbitant Tax, on the 
Subject, to its uſual Stint. But the Event ſhewed 


the contrary; and that, let the Subjects give what 


they will to the Crown, the latter will always find 
Occaſion to make it a Precedent for the ſame or a 
larger Demand: It is worthy of Obſervation, 
ſays Lord Cale, how quietly Subſidies, granted in 
uſual and accuſtomed Forms, tho' heavy, were 
borne; ſuch a Power hath Uſe and Cuſtom begot, 
On the other Side; what Diſcontents and Diſtur- 
bances Sub/idies framed in new Molds do raiſe; 
ſuch an inbred Hatred Novelty doth hatch, as is 
| Times (u).“ 

The ſame learned Lawyer hath extracted, from 
our Records, ſeveral Examples to this Purpoſe; 
which, as they were all prior to the Times we are 


now upon, may come, aptly, in this Place. Ob- 


ſerving, that all, and more, of this Kind, may be 
met with in the Couxſe of this Hiſtory. 
In a Parliament, holden qth Edward III. when 
2 Motion was made for a Subſidy to be granted, of 
a new Kind, the Commons anſwered, they would 
have Conference with thoſe of their Countries and 
Places who had put them in Truſt, before they 
treated of any ſuch Matter. | | 
© In the 4th of Richard II. a new Invention of 
Subſedies was ſtarted, called a Poll-Tax, on either 
Sex; for the Furniſhing of the Earl of Bucting- 
ham on his going to France. Whereupon, a ſtrong 
and ſtrange Rebellion broke out; wherein three 
8 and worthy Miniſters of State were by the 
Raſcal Rebels barbarouſly and wickedly murdered; 
viz, Simon Sudbury, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Chancellor of England, the Prior of St. John's of 


Jen 
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Feruſalem, Treaſurer of England, and Sir John Queen Elizabeths 
Cavendiſh, Chief Juſtice of England. * 

© The gth of Henry VI. every Knight's Fee 
was charged to pay 20s. and fo according to the 
Value, under or over; as the Clergy were for Lands 
purchaſed fince 2oth Edward I. And all others 
having Lands, of 20 J. Value, not holden as afore- 
faid, 20 3. This whole Subſidy, for certain Doubts, 
the King utterly releaſed, ſo that there was no more 
Mention made of the ſame.” | 

© In the 4th of Henry VII. another ſuch new- 
found Subſidy was granted; which raiſed a Rebel- 
lion in the North, in which the noble Earl of 
Northumberland, a Commiſſioner in that Subſidy, 
was, by the Rebels, cauſelesly and cruelly lain, 

© Anno 16 Henry VIIL to furniſh the King for 
his going in his Royal Perſon to France, a new 
Device for getting of Money was ſet on Foot, 
which made the headleſs and heedleſs Multitude to 

| riſe in Rebellion, until Charles Brandon, the noble 
| Duke of Suf?lk, quieted and diſperſed chem. 


Sepe viatorem nova, non vetus, orbita fallit. 


Thus far our learned Judge and Expoſitor of the 
Engliſh Laws. And we heartily wiſh that theſe Ex- 
amples would have deterred his Bretheren from giv- 
ing different Opinions to their King in a Caſe of 
the ſame Nature, ina ſucceeding Reign, 
In the Journals of the Commons, this Seſſion, 
Is much leſs to our Purpoſe than in many before. 
The Proceedings in that Houſe, for ſeveral Days, 
deing taken up with Regulating Elections, and 
Rectifying falſe Returns. It was not till Feb. 17th, 
when the Motion was made for a Supply to be 
granted to her Majeſty. On that Day Sir Eduard — 
thbby, a Member, complained to the Houſe that fo — 
ſeveral Particulars of a Speech, he had made on the Abuſes in the 
Bill for Regulating Abuſes amongſt ſome Officers Exchequer ; 
of the Exchequer, had been. reported out of the 
Houſe, for which he had been ſharply rebuked by 
a very great Perſon. And praying that the ſaid 

il might be again read and committed, he was in 

X 3 ſome 
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ſome Sort interrupted by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ; who ſaid. That he offered not to 
ſpeak to any Prejudice of the faid Motion ; but 
putting the Houſe in Remembrance of their Charge, 
given unto him and others, for Conference to be had 
touching ſome convenient Supply of Treaſure to 
be had and levied for the neceſſary Defence of her 
Majeſty and this Realm, now — in Danger 
of ſuch mighty and great Enemies, as erſt of late 
hath been at large delivered untq this Houſe by 
ſome Members of the ſame, declared unto them 
that he and the greater Part of the Reſidue of the 


Committees therein, though divers of them did not 


give that Attendance therein which ſo great and 
weighty a Cauſe doth require, have met and had 


Conference together about the ſame, four ſeveral 
Times; and, that at the laſt and fourth Time of 
their ſaĩd Conference, they reſolved upon ſuch 
an extraordinary Proportion of Proviſion, as they 
thought the preſent extraordinary Occaſion of Ne- 
ceſſity doth require, and that they did ſet the ſame 


_ down in Writing, which he alſo moved might be 


read unto them; to the End that if it might, upon 
the Reading thereof, ſtand with their Good-liking 
to allow of it and give their Aſſents unto it, Mr, 
Speaker might then deliver it to her Majeſty's 
learned Council, to have the ſame framed into the 
Form of a Bill to be proceeded in and paſſed in this 


Houſe; and ſhewed further, that as the Grantof 


this Contribution is greater than hath been hereto- 
fore for the moſt Part ordinarily uſed to be granted 
(the preſent Neceſſity ſo requiring it) ſo thinking 
good amongſt them it ſhould not hereafter be an 
ccaſion of a Precedent to Poſterity for the like 
(without like Cauſe) divers of them were of Opi- 
nion, that ſome meet Words to ſuch an Effet 
might be inſerted in the Preamble to the Bill 
And ſhewed further, that one of the Committees, 
to wit, Mr. Francis Bacon, had for that Purpoſe 
ſet down a Note in Writing, which, he ſaid, (it 
it pleaſed them) they might alſo hear read, and 2f- 
r = 
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livered to her Majeſty's ſaid learned Council like- Queen -Flirabeihe 
wiſe with the ſaid other Note; and that withal the 75%* 9: 
ſaid Mr. Bacon might repair to her Majeſty's ſaid 
learned Council for the further Praceeding therein 
with them, if this Houſe ſhould ſo think good. 
Whereupon the Houſe liking well of this Motion, 
both the ſaid Notes in Writing were read by the 
Clerk, and afterwards agreed by the whole Houſe, 
that the ſame Notes ſhould be forthwith delivered 
by Mr. Speaker to her Majeſty's ſaid learned Coun- 
cil accordingly, and the ſaid Mr. Bacon alſo to re- 
pair unto them.” 

After the Chancellor had ended, Sir Henry 
Knyvet ſtood up and entered upon the Complaint 
made by Sir Edward Hobby, and defired the Houſe 
would take it into Conſideration. He recited the 
Heads of Sir Edward's firſt Speech which gave the 
Offence, and, after commending the Motion, he 
urged the preſent Reading of the Bill. And, upon 
the Queſtion, it was ordered to be read immediate- 
ly, and afterwards committed. 

This Bill, and another concerning Purveyors, And concerning 
gave great Offence at Court. We Fad that Fe- Purveyors ; both 
bruary 27th, a Meſſage came from the Lords to de- — Sag 
fire a Conference with ſome of the Lower-Houſe Queen, © 
concerning a Meſſage they had juſt received from 
her Majeſty. On this, a large Committee were 
appointed, who, returning, made Report © That 
the Lord Treaſurer had informed them the Meſ- 
© ſage from her Majeſty was concerning the Bills 
* aforeſaid, which ſhe greatly miſliked in both 
© Caſes. The one tending to regulate the Officers 
and Miniſters of her own Houſhold; and the 
* other, thoſe of her own Court and of her own 
* Revenues. In both which, if any ſhould de- 
mean themſelves ill, her Majeſty was of herſelf 
both able and willing to reform them. And 
* would make public Examples, to other Officers, 

* of thoſe of her Houſhold or Court who' ſhould 
at any Time be found to offend,” SET 

Many Speeches and Motions were made upon 
this, what was beſt to be done te ſatisfy her Ma- 


jeſty 


228 
Queen Elizabeth, 
1588-9. 


The Parliamentary HIsToRv 


jeſty about their Proceedings in theſe Bills. At 
8 it was reſolved to chuſe another Committee 
to conſider of this Matter; and, alſo to ſearch Pre- 
cedents that might beſt ſerve to that Purpoſe. And 
two Days after, it was reported to the Houſe, that 
the Committee thought the beſt Way was to re- 
pu the Caſe, as it ſtood, to her Majeſty by the 
outh of their Speaker. Accordingly, on March 
8th, Mr. Speaker ſhewed unto the Hause, That 
he and others of this Houſe, who were appointed 
to attend upon her Majeſty, had Acceſs unto her 
Highneſs Yeſterday in the Afternoon; and that 
they received from her Majeſty moſt comfortable 
_ gracious Speeches in far better Sort and Mea- 
ſure than he was any Way able to repeat or open 
unto them, of her Highneſs's great and ineſtimable 
loving Care towards her loving Subjects, yea more 
than of her own ſelf, or than any of them have 
of themſelves. And as to the Parts of the preſent 
bumble Petition of this Houſe unto her Highneſs, 
in the Grievances by the Purveyors and in the 
Court of Exchequer, it pleaſed her Majeſty to tel! 
them, That for the one, to wit, the Abuſes of 
Purveyors, her Highngſs, of her own Princely Care 
towards her Subjects, had given Orders unto the 
late Eord Steward to addreſs his Letters unto all the 
Shires ofthis Realm, for the due Inquiry and Certi- 
ficate of the Miſdemeanors of Purveyors in all 
Places, for ſome Courſes thereupon to be had for 
convenient Redreſs in the ſame : And that before 
any Order could well be taken for accompliſhing 
that good. intended Effect, the Spaniardt upon a 
ſudden attempted the Invaſion of this Realm; by 
reaſon whereof (her Majeſty faid) the faid Purpoſe 
was not performed. And fo ſhewing further, that 
her Majeſty having as much Skill, Will and Power 
torule and govern her own Houſhold, as any Sub- 
je to rule and govern theirs without the Help 
or Aid of their Neighbours ; ſo her Majeſty mind- 
ing very carefully (of her own mere great Love 

and Affection towards her dutiful and loying 4 
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jets, whoſe moſt faithful and approved good Love Queen Elizabeth; 
and Fidelity towards her, ſhe more eſteemeth than 2583-94 
all the Treaſures of the World beſides) very ſhort- 

ly to cauſe a Collection to be made of all the Laws 

already in Force touching Purveyors, and alſo all 

the Conſtitutions of her Highneſs's Houſhold in 

that Caſe, and thereupon by the Advice of her 

Judges and her learned Council, to ſet down ſuch 

2 Form and Plot for the ſaid Redreſſes, yea, and 

that before the End of this preſent Seſſion, as ſhall 

be as good and better for the Eaſe of the Subjects, 

than that which this Houſe had attempted without 

her Privity, and in which they would have bereaved 

her Majeſty of the Honour, Glory, and Commen- 

dation of the ſame. And touching the Exchequer 

e ſaid, it was her Chamber, and ſo more near 
unto her than the Houſhold : And that in the 
tenth Year of her Reign, her Majeſty had cauſed 
certain Orders and Nel. to be ſet down, for 
X due and FOI of ſuch Things in the ſaid 

Court, as her Subjects ſeem to be grieved for.” ; 

On which thee two Bills were drop'd, for that War ding de 
Time; but, as it ſeems, they were ſoon after re- drop'd. 
vived, by the Queen's Allowance, and paſſed into 
Laws this Parliament. | | 
Few Seſſions were ended in this Reign without 
ſome Strokes at the Eftabliſhed Church, or the Mi- 
niſters of it. And in this Mr. Davenport ſtood up 
and made a Motion, That he was neither for 
making of any new Laws, nor abrogating anꝝ old. 
but for a due Courſe of Proceeding in Laws already Motions for fury 
eſtabliſhed, Theſe, be thought, weste ill execuy tian Reforma- 
ted by ſome. Eccleſiaſtical Governors 3 contrary clergy, 
both to. the Purport of the ſaid Laws, and alſo, 
to the Minds and Meanings of the Law-makers, 
to the great Hurt and; Grievance of ſundry of her 
Majeſty's good. Subjects. He then offered a Wri- 
ting to. the Houſe, containing ſome Particulars to 
N his. Aſſertion, and prayed that it might be 
1 ' 


In Anſwer to this Motion, Mr. Secretary Mol 
ley begg'd Leave to put the Houſe in 2 
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Queen Elizabeth, her Majeſty's expreſs Inhibition, deliver'd to them 
+ 1588-9. by the Mouth of the Lord Chancellor, at the Be- 


inning of this Seffion, touching any Dealing in 

Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes. And faid, that, for his Part, 
if they meddled in the laſt moved Affair, contrary 
to the Inhibition, the Houſe would ſhew a high 
Contempt of her Majeſty's Commands. Where- 
upon, though the Writing was received, it was 
not read at all, but ſome Time after delivered back 
to Mr. Davenport by the Speaker. 

A Bill for Reforming the many Inconveni- 
ences, from the great 'Number of Pluralities and 
Non- Reſidents on Church Livings, paſſed the Com- 
mons: but was thrown out by the Lords. 

Theſe Altercations put the Commons into Di- 
viſions about granting the Supply. It was not till 
February 28th that the Bill for it was again conſi- 
dered; and ſeveral Speeches being made for having 
it ſpeedily ingroſs'd, it was oppoſed by others, 
who argued That it was better to poceed with 
other Bills, as neceſlary for the Common-Wealth, 
which ought to be treated on and expedited before 
the Subſidy Bill: Becauſe, it was their Opinions, 
when that Bill was once paſſed this Houſe, there 
would ſoon be an End of this Seſſion of Parliament. 
On which, the Queſtion being put, it was carried 
for the Ingroſsment of the Bill, though we are not 
told by what Majority. After this, it met with 
no more Oppoſition, but was paſſed and ſent up to 
the Lords, on the 11th of March. 

We are obliged to Mr. Strype however, for re- 
trieving us one of the Speeches, made in the Houſe 
of Commons, againſt this large Supply. This 
was alſo amongſt the Burleighan uſcripts; but 
the Reader will eaſily acquit the Lord Treaſurer of 
England of having any Hand in this Speech, what- 
ever he might have in that of Serjeant Puckerings(u). 
The Account of the then preſent State of England 
and of Spain, which will be found here, muſt 
attone for the Length of it; the Orator's Name 
is not mentioned. 

A Speech 


. (#) See before pag. 272. 
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A Speech in Parliament Anno 31 Reginæ, again/? Ween — 
a Bill of Subſidy to be granted for four Years, in 1588959 
Order to a Preparation againſi any Aſault from 
Spain. 


0 W HEREAS I am, though unworthy, a * againſt 
c Member of this Houſe, and zealouſly * 
« defirous to conjoin myſelf by Conſent in all good 
Proceedings with the Body thereof; I have hither- 
to in this great Matter of the Subſidy received ſo 
« ſmall Satisfaction for the Direction of my Judg- 
ment, that unleſs I ſhould manifeſtly diſſent from 
© mine own Conſcience, which neither this Place 
\ © requireth, nor Chriſtianity alloweth, I cannot 
s conſent with the Bill therein, which may ſeem 
* to have had ſo general and current a Conſent, as 
© jt might ſeem ſuperfluous to offer to ſpeak to it; 
and eſpecially at this Time, after the Engroſſing 
© thereof, after the Reſolution thereon by a great, 
grave and wiſe Committee, I may be deemed 
* preſumptuous, but to ſpeak againſt this Bill; 
whereby the Service of her Majeſty and the 
© whole Realm may, be ſuppoſed to be hindred ; it 
may be thought impious; it may be thought dan- 
* gerous. The Conſent of the greateſt Part ofthis 
© Houſe, as I take it, concludeth all the reſt at the 
© Queſtion, but excludeth none in the Arguing. 
This Time, I confeſs, to be ſomewhat unſea · 
* ſonably choſen, but yet now is the Time to ſpeak, 
or elſe hereafter for ever to be ſilent. And there- 
Fin I do ſomewhat rely upon the Authority of an 
* honourable Perſonage, who, at the Putting of 
* this Bill to Engroſſing, affirmed it, in his Expe- 
* Nence, 33 unuſual to have a Bill argued 
* upon, between the third Reading and the Que- 
b ſtion, two or three Days. | 
© As for the Service of her Majeſty and my 
Country, unto which two I owe all Subjection 
© and Duty, I am ſo far from withdrawing either 
* myſelf or others therefrom, that my Speech ſhall 
have none other End, than the Advancement 
| thereof; 
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Queen Elizabeth, © thereof; neither, as I hope, ſhall in that Behalf 
7533-9: < need any other Apology, than itſelf. 

My Meaning is not to diſpute, whether it be 
© lawful to grant a Subſidy, or no. For then our 
Saviour Chriſt himſelf would ſtop my Mouth, 
with his Anſwer to the captious Queſtioniſts in 
© the 20th of Matthew. For ſure, the very Im- 
_ © preffion and Superſcription of our Money puts us 
© in Mind to whom it doth appertain, Neither 
© will I argue whether it be neceſſary to grant a 
< Subſidy, or not. But therein content myſelf 
© with the Example of our Saviour, who in the 
© 17th of Matthew, paid his twentieth Penny out 
© of his Fiſh's Mouth for himſelf and Peter. Nor 
© yet, whether it be convenient to contribute to- 
- ward the neceſſary Exigences of our lawful Prin- 
* ces. For St. Paul teacheth me in the 13th to 
the Romans, that Tribute appertaineth unto them 
© of wt as unto Governors ſent by God, tor 

the well ordering and guiding of his People. 
But the Queſtion, wherein I endeavour to be 
© reſolved, is, whether it be neceſſary or conve- 
©* nient for us at this Time to tender unto her Ma- 
© jeſty ſuch a Subſidy, and in ſuch Manner and 
Form, as hath been by divers heretofore moved, 
© as the Purport of this Bill offereth unto us. 
© That is in brief, a double Subſidy to be paid in 
four Vears. | 
© And Firſt, for the Neceſſity thereof, I cannot 
deny, but if it were a Charge impoſed upon us 
. © by her Majeſty's Commandment, or a Demand 
© proceeding from her Majeſty by Way of Requeſt, 
© that think, there is not one among us all, either 
* ſo diſobedient a Subject in regard of our Duty, or 
« ſo unthankful a Man in reſpe& of the ineſtimable 
© Benefits which by her, and from her, we have 
© received, which would not with frank Conſent, 
© both of Voice and Heart, moft willingly ſubmit 
© himſelf thereunto, without any unreverent En- 
« quiry into the Cauſes thereof. For it is conti- 
© nually in the Mouth of us all, that our Lands, 
+ Goods, and Lives, are at our Prince's 3 
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t And it agreeth very well with that Poſition of Queen Elizabeth. 
© the Civil Law, which faith, Quod omnia Regis 583-g- 


© ſunt, But how? Ita tamen, ut omnium ſint. Ad 
© Regem enim Poteflas omnium pertinet ; ad ſingulot 
6. Proprietas, So that although it be moſt true, 
that her Majeſty hath, over ourſelves and 
our Goods, Pote/tatem imperandi, yet it is as 
© true, that, until that Power command, (which, 
© no doubt, will not command without very juſt 
© Cauſe) every Subject hath his own Proprietatem 
© poſſidendi, Which Power and Commandment 
from her Majeſty, as we have not yet re- 
© ceived, I take it any Reformation) that we 
are freed from the Cauſe of Neceſſity. | 
Another Cauſe of Neceſſity, is the dangerous 
Eſtate of our Common-Wealth in reſpe& of In- 
« vaſion, by our common and mighty Enemies. 
© Which Reaſon, becauſe in my Hearing it hath 
been the principal, and almoſt only Perſaader of 
the Bill, requireth a more ſufficient and exquiſite 
© Anſwer, than 'perhaps I ſhall make unto it. I 
have before acknowledged it to be a neceſſary 
Anſwer, to move all to unwonted and extraordi- 
© nary Contribution, And I muſt herein needs 
© ſubſcribe to a wiſe and learned Man of our Age, 
« who faith, that they be pia, gue cum Civibus 
© imperantur Tributa, fine quibus Civitas ipſa fun- 
© ditus fit interitura. But as I do affuredly hope, 
that dur Country is at this preſent in no ſuch deſ- 
* perate and dangerous Caſe; the very "Teeth and 
Jaws of our mightieſt and moſt malicious Enez 
* my have been fo lately broken, and the Sword 
©, of his greateſt Confederate more lately ſheathed 
© in his own Boſom. . Beſide the Hope which 
may juſtly be conceived of the Expedition now 
* ſetting forward (v), for the Defeating all. their 
Plots, and Diſappointing all their Devices: As, 
* I ſay, I do aſſuredly hope, that our Country for 
* theſe Reaſons, is in no ſuch great Danger, as it 
© is- pretended, ſo may I conllandy affirm, — 
| 6 af. 
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© although by Way of Coneeffioti, I ſhould grant 
©it to be ſo, yet the Subſidy; required by this 
© Bill to be granted, could — little or no Re- 
© lief thereunto. For as a Pardon comes unpro- 
© fitable to the Offender after his Execution, or 
© a Potion to a Patient after his Death, or Reco« 
very to Health; ſo if the Stroke of God's E- 
© nemy and ours be likely to light upon us, ei- 
© ther this Year, as it hath been here affirmed 
© ſo the next, as it is in my ſmall Judgment 
© more likely, I doubt not, but you will all con- 
«© ſent with me, that a Subſidy, the firſt Part 
© whereof is not to be paid till the End of three 
© Years, (for unto that only my Speech hath Rela- 
tion) can ſerve neither for Pay, nor Proviſion, in 
© Defence thereof. | | 
Utilis eff medicina, ſuo que tempore venit. 

© faith the Poet. And, Sapientia ſera; is ſaid to 
© be Proxima Stultitiæ. | f 

And thus having briefly ſet down mine Opi- 
© nion againſt the Neeeflity of this Grant, I will 
© by your favourable Patience, with like Brevity 
© declare ſuch Inconventences, as I have cohceived 
© may enſue thereby, It is not unknown to you 
© all, but moſt ſenſibly felt through the whole 
Realm, what Charge and Expences the Com- 
© mons thereof were this laſt Summer driven unto 
© by Preparation and Proviſion of Arms, Horſes, 
Apparel, and other Neceſſaries, for their juſt 
and natural Defence againſt the intended In- 
© yvaſtion : You know, Tre ſimce that Time 4 
Payment of the Subfidy, laſt granted; hath been 
© made unto her Majeſty. . There is none of us 
ignorant what Number of Privy-Seals are even 
© now diſperſed through the whole Realm, to 
© the Emptying Men's Coffers, and Impairing of 
© their Stocks: With what Readineſs, Duty and 
< Good-Will, theſe: Things have been, and ſhall 


de performed by the Subjects, no Man here ma 


5 tomed Continuation: of Payments, one to role 


© doubt. Now then to bring a new and unaccuſ- 


in 


F ENGLAN D. 


tin the Neck of another, ficut Unaa ſupervenit Lu- Qren Elizabeth 


© dam, I know not, by what Warrant of Reaſon 
© or Conſcience, we may do it: Eſpecially, con- 
t ſidering, that it is not a Matter neceſſarily impo- 
© ſed upon us, as I ſaid before, but voluntarily to 
© be offered by us. Surely, one ſpeaketh very 
i mY and faith, Aſini eft clitellam ferre liben- 
© ter, But I will, as it becomes me, uſe more Re- 
© yerence in this honourable Place; and ſay, that 
I think ,it not convenient, that we ſhould lay 
© Burdens on our own Shoulders, or put Shackles 
© on our own Feet, Sat 

But it is ſtill urged, that the Service of her 
© Majeſty, and Safeguard of our own ſelves, is 
provided for hereby; ſurely, by your honourable 
: Pens. I will attempt to prove, that by this 
© Grant her Majeſty's Service ſhall be rather hin- 
© dred than forwarded ; and ourſelves rather endan- 
© oered than ſecured. It was very gravely and 
© wiſely delivered unto us in her Majeſty's Preſence, 
© at the Beginning of this Parliament, by my Lord 
© Chancellor, Quad tutius Fide, quam: Ferro regs 
© nant Reges. And ſurely, if Auro were put in 
© the Place of Ferro, the Sentence were. notwith= 
* ſtanding nevertheleſs true. For it is not the A- 
© bundance of Treaſure, nor the Multitude of Poſ= 
© ſeſhons, neither the infinite Number of Men, 
* which, maintain and eſtabliſh a King in his 
Throne, but the Faith, Love, Loyalty and Con- 
© tentment of his People and Subjects : Which as 
© her Majeſty hath hitherto, from her firſt Augu- 
© ration, moſt deſervedly had; and that as fully and 
© amply, as ever had any Prince in Europe; fo 
© were it greatly to be lamented, that now, through 
© our ' any ſuch Diſcontent ſhould be bred 
in the Minds and Hearts of her People, wheres 
© by their accuſtomed Affections towards her might 
* receive the leaſt Diminution. And ſurely, whos 
* ſoever they be, that, by new and ſtrange Exac- 
© tions on the People, ſhall go about to fill up the 
© Prince's Coffers, may perhaps pleaſe the Prince 
* by ſerving bis Turn for the Time, but ne 
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© the End be found to have done him, but bad Ser- 
© vice. The Anſwer of the Emperor Tiberius un- 
© to his Quęſfort, or Treaſurers; which perſuaded 
© him for the Repairing of the Treaſury, to load 
© the Provinces with Tribute, is worthy eternal 
© Memory; which was, that it was Boni 4 nay 
© tondere Oves, non autem deglubere. And the Prac- 
© tice of the Romans, while Hanmbal beſieged their 
City, is of all Nations worthy to be imitated, 
© For being hardly preſt by the Siege, and their 
common Treaſure quite exhauſted, the Senate 
© took Counſel together for the Redreſs of theſe 
Miſchiefs: Some of them perſuading, like Ti. 
© berius's Treaſurers, that the People were to be 
© charged with a Subſidy or Impoſition : But the 
greater and wiſer Sort (whoſe Authority alſo pre- 
© yailed) would by no Means affent thereunto; 
thinking it, (eſpecially in that Time of Extremi- 
© ty) noftAnconveriett by new Taxes and Impo- 
© fitions, to diſcontent the People, in whom the 
Strength and Defence of their City conſiſted, 


And what did they ? Why, they decreed that a 


Contribution ſhould be made by Way of a Bene- 
c volence. And they themſelves would firſt go 
© unto the Triumvires Menſarios, which were Off- 
£ cers appointed for that Receipt; and there beſtow 


© ſoliberally of their own, that the inferior People 


£ ſhould by their Example be incited to a large and 
$ bountiful Contribution. But what followed! 


The People, as the Story faith, came in ſo fal 


and the Money in ſuch Abundance, U? nec Tri- 
umi Menſarii accipiendo, nec Scrib# referent, 
© ſuffiterent, It is written by Livy in the 26th 
© Book; and needeth no Application. Only this 
would wiſh to" be conſidered,” whether if we 
5 ſhould by Extremity be put to the like Shift fot a 
Benevolence, before the Payment of this latter 
$ Subſidy, the Grant of this would not do greater 
Hurt to that Contribution; thafl itſelf could do 
good, when it mall be paid? - 
-*T.coilld with Enumeration arid 


- 


1 plification 
* of the lticorvehicrices, which may grow by this 
dur | | i double 
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fit for me to ſpeak, or _— for you to hear. 
© But I will haſten to an End. It may be object- 
© ed, That this Subſidy cannot be an Occaſion of 
© any ſuch Grievance or Diſcontent, as is ſpoken 
© of ; or, if it were, that the Sharpneſs thereof 
eis well allayed and tempered by the prolonging of 
© the Payment. Surely, it may be, that all, or 
© the moſt Part of this honourable Houſe, who, 
© both in reſpect of their Ability, may, and by 
© reaſon of their liberal Education and great Wiſs 
dom will, ſubmit themſelves unto it: It is a 
© light and eaſy Burden, and accounted but for 
© a Flea-Biting. But unto the People, and needy 
© Countrymen, to the Artificer, whoſe Treaſure is 
© always in his Hand, ,(for whom we do ſit here 
© more principally than for ourſelves) under Cor- 
© retion, it cannot be accounted but for a Puniſh- 
* ment. 

© Samuel, in the Oration which he made unto 
© the Iſraelites, when they would needs have a 
© King, among other Burthens, which he told them 
© they ſhould bear under that Kind of Govern- 
© ment, accounteth the Payment of the Tenth of 
© their Seed, their Vineyards, and their Sheep. 
© Which may prove, that then it was reckoned for 
© 2 Pain. 12 the Suits, Exclamations, Com- 
© plaints, and Lamentations, of the Commons of 
© this Realm, well known to the moſt Part of this 
© Houſe, which they make either at the Aſſeſſing, 
© or Collection of theſe Subſidies, or both, doth 
* ſufficiently teſtify unto us, that they account it 
* now a Puniſhment. And as for the prolonging 
* of the Payment, I am ſo far from thinking that 
Fit is any Mitigation of the Puniſhment, that I 
am rather perſwaded, that it is encreaſed thereby. 
* As it is well ſaid of Seneca, in the beſtowing of 
Benefits, Quad bis dat, qui cito dat; ſo it is as 
* truly ſpoken of another, in the infliting of Pu- 
* niſhments, Dilatio pane ęſi Duplicatio pane ; 
*and of another, That the irrevocable Sentence of 
Death being once pronounced, it is Miſericordiæ 
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Queen Elizabeth, genus cito occidere. Neither have I heard any great 
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© Reaſon why the Pains of Hell are intolerable, but 
© becauſe they are perpetual: For Malorum ſen- 
© ſus accreſcit die: And, Leve eft miſerias ferre, 
per ferre grave. 

Seeing then that it is apparent, that this Im- 
© poſition, how much the greater it ſhall be, by ſo 
© much the more grievous it will be to the mean, 
© ignorant, and untaught Commons of this Land; 
© who bend all their Thoughts and Actions to the 
© procuring and maintaining of their private Com- 
© modity ; and ſeeing, that their long Meditati- 
© on thereon will encreaſe and double this their 
© Grief and Puniſhment, and that no Man, how 
© well-natured or nurtered ſoever he be, can well 
© content himſelf with Pain and Grief; I hope 
© you ſee as clearly as you hear, that the Subſidy 
© required by this Bill to be granted, muſt, after, 
© breed a Diſcontent in the Minds and Hearts of 
© her Majeſty's People. Of which their Diſcon- 
© tentment, what might enſue and follow, I would 
© be very loth to divine. What if a Dearth of 
© Victuals? What if Reſtraint of Traffic, by 
Means of Wars? What if thereby Occaſion 
© ſhould be given to ſeditious and traiterous Whil- 
< perers, to augment and encreaſe it! | 

Sure I am, that hereof could follow no g 
© Service to her Majeſty; no great Safety to our- 
© ſelves; no Benefit to the Commonwealth. But 
© we ſhould then all, too late, cry, Moe be to them 
© that brought the firſt Spark to the Kindling of this 
Fire. And it hath often been proved heretofore, 
by Experience, that Money, this Way obtained 
from the People, hath been ſpent in greater 
< Meaſure in the pacifying them, of whom it 


'E was collected. 


The Precedent, beſides, may be dangerous, 
© both to ourſelves and our Poſterity. For we 
commonly ſee, that, in all Counſels and Delibera- 
© tions, A Precedent is a forcible and ſtanding Ar- 
gument. And it was a wiſe and true Saying, 
© that Diuturnitas temporis efficere poteſl, ut you 

er 
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perniciore more et exemplo convaluit, potentius ipſa 
Lege dominetur. And altho' I have before grant- 
ed you, by Way of Conceſſion, that her Ma- 
* jeſty's Will and Commandment is a neceſſary 
Argument, to perſuade us to the Paſſing of this 
© Bill; yet, left it may be thought of more abſo- 
* Jute Neceſlity, than perhaps it is requiſite it ſhould 
be, I will ſet down a Precedent or two, which 
ein the like Caſes, have, in this Houſe, been 
determined heretofore. | 

© In the 39 Hen. III. a Parliament was ſummon- 
ed; wherein was required an extraordinary Re- 


© paration of the King's Treaſury, by a Subſidy, 


The Commons, becauſe this Demand was great- 


© ter than uſually had been paid, would grant no 
© Subſidy at all (a). | 

Thus I have preſumed to deliver my Opinion, 
© hoping that if any thing have eſcaped me, worthy 
© Reprehenſion, through Ignorance, it ſhall be ex- 
© cuſed by reaſon of mine Infancy in this Practice 
* of Speaking: If any Part of my Speech may re- 
© ceive a double Conſtruction, it may be defended 
© by your beſt Interpretation. 


The Grant of a Supply being obtained and paſ- 
ſed both Houſes, this Parliament, ſoon after, drew 
to a Concluſion, © without any other Thing, of 
Conſequence to this Hiſtory, being tranſacted in it. 
Except that, on the laſt Day of the Seflions, 
March 29th, a Meſſage was brought from the 
Lords, that their Lordſhips defired the Lower 
Houſe to concur with them in Opinion, © That 
ſince moſt of all thoſe 'T reaſons, which had been 
practiſed againſt her Majeſty, had either been plotted 
in Spain, or procured by Spain; and that all the 
Rebellions, either in England or Ireland, during 
her Majeſty's Reign, had been countenanced from 
thencez and, as the Upſhot of all, his late in- 
tended ambitious and blood-thirſty Conqueſt, yet 
freſh in Memory, might be added: Her Majeſty 
ought to be deſired to denounce open War againit 

Y 2 | the 


(d) This goes no further, tho? it ſcems to want ſomething, 
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Queen Elizabeth, the King of Spain, as. againſt a moſt dangerous 
1588-9. Enemy to her Majeſty and her Realms.“ 

5 On which Meſfage it was reſolved, upon the 

Both Houſes de. Queſtion, © That this Houſe would join with their 

fire the Queen Lordſhips in requeſting her * to denounce 


— — Ai as aforeſaid; and that the Speaker ſhould 
eliver the ſame to her on preſenting the Supply, 
And, that very Day, her Majeſty being come to 
the Upper Houſe, the Speaker went up with the 
Bills, and, in his Speech, moved the Queen to 
denounce open War againſt the Spaniſh King, who 
had ſo lately threatned Deſtruction to her Majeſty 
and theſe Realms by his open and hoſtile Invaſion, 
The Parliament Then, after giving the Royal Aſſent to the Bills 
diflolved, being ſixteen publick Acts and eight private, Sir 
Chriflopher Hatton, Knt. Lord — by 
the Queen's Command, diſſolved this Parliament, 
Tho' Mr. Camden takes no Manner of Notice 
of the Calling or Meeting of the laſt Parliament, 
yet he hath left us ſome Account how the Money 
was laid out, which was raiſed thereby. Tho, 
ſays he, the Queen always paid the firſt Regard to 
Peace, yet ſhe was not unconcerned about the ne- 
ceſſary Proviſions for War (b). And, that ſhe 
might not be ſurpriſed by the Spaniards, ſhe levied 
freſh Forces, in the Beginning of the Spring, both 
The Queen's in England and Ireland. She fortified ſeveral Pla- 
great Expences, ces in the latter Kingdom, and Milfor d Haven in 
Wales, with new Ramparts. Towards the Repair 
of her os ſhe appointed the annual Sum of 
8970 Pounds Sterling. She lent very large Sums, 
on Securities, to ſupport the War, under the King 
or Navarr, in Germany; as well as for levying 
Forces to be under the Command of the Prince of 
Anhalt. Beſides all this, ſhe paid, every two 
Months, to the Garrifons of the two cautionary 
Towns, Fluſhing and Brill, 125,000 Florins ; be- 
ſides 26,000 more, for ſupporting a Body of three 
thouſand Horſe and Foot, which ſerved in the Ne- 
therlands, Moreover, ſhe furniſhed out Shi * of 
N ar 


(5) Kennet, Vol. II, p. 558. 
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War to ſeveral Parts; and was at vaſt Expence in Queen Fiizabeths 
oppoſing the Attempts of the Pope and the King of 759: 
Spain, in Scotland; and diſcharged all the Arrears 
ſhe owed her Subjects, beyond ExpeCtation, Inſo- 
much, that many wondered whence ſhe pro- 
cured ſo much Money, to anſwer all Emergen- 
cies z conſidering ſhe ran not in Debt, as moſt o- 
ther Princes do, and was in a Capacity to ſupport 
herſelf and Kingdom without any Foreign Aſſiſt- 
ance. A Thing that could not be ſaid of any of 
the neighbouring Princes,” ; 

In her private Expences, our Author writes, 
ſhe was provident and frugal, never ſpending any 
thing, but to keep up her Royal Character, the 
Defence of the Kingdom, and the Relief of her 
Neighbours, The . of the Cuſtoms had 
been farmed, for ſome Years, at 14, ooo l. a Year 
but, being informed of the Fraud, ſhe firſt raiſed 
them to 42,000, and afterwards to 50, ooo l. and 
made the Perſon, who had had ſo good a Bargain, 
pay a conſiderable Sum beſides, This ſhe did, con- 
trary to the Advice of her three Prime Miniſters, 
Leiceſter, Walſingbam, and Burleigh; who, with- 
out Doubt, had been no ſmall Sharers in it. 

Our Biographer declares, © That his Queen ever 
abhorred all Acts of Extortion and vigorous De- 
mands of Taxes and Contributions,” — Whether 
ſhe or her Miniſtry demanded it, is uncertain; 
but, *tis ſure there neyer was ſo much given in 
any Reign before. He adds, That the F ing a 
Pall-Tax, which had been propoſed in the Reien 
of Edward VI. ſhe would never ſuffer to be ſo 
much as mentioned. Beſides, the People were al- 
ways cheerful in paying their Subſidies ; and, tho? 
the Aſſeſſments, then in Uſe, ſeemed to be ſome- 
what more burdenſome than in former Times, yet, 
was it managed with all the Candour imaginable, 
and no rigorous Exactions made. Inſomuch, that 
Taxes were then a Kind of free Contributions, and 
always laid beneath the Eſtimation of the Govern- 
ment; nay, the Queen's Method was to refer it to 
her Parliament, ſo to order that the Rich might 
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Queen Elizabeth, bear the greater ſhare of the Burden, and the Poor 
159%-3* be eaſed; which had been done as early as the 
Time of Richard the Second. But this Method 
was found to be wrong; for upon a fair Computa. 
tion, it appeared, that the Taxes would amount 
to an inconſiderable Sum, fhould Men of ſmaller 
Eſtates, by far the greater Number, and ſuch as 
were called Pound-en (b), pay any thing ſhort of 
what they uſed to do. 

This Digreſſion, it is hoped, will not be judged 
inconſiſtent with the Deſign of theſe Inquiries; 
ſince we are here told, in ſome Meaſure, not 
only how Taxes, in theſe Days, were levied ; but 
likewiſe how they were laid out. But whether our 
Biographer's Syſtems will agree with the more au- 
thentic Extracts fram the Journals, muſt be left to 
the Reader's Judgment, 


We have now a Gap of Time, of near four 
Anno Regni 35, Years, and nothing material to fill it up with. For, 
1592 3. Tt was not till the Year 1592-3, that we meet 
At Weſtminſter, yyith a Call of another Parliament; when, the Ne- 
ceſſities of the State again requiring a Supply, Writs 
of Summons were fent out for one to meet, at 
Meęſiminſter, the 19th Day of February, in the 

35th Year of this Reign. | 
At which Time and Place the Queen came to 
the Houſe of Lords, and, the Commons being cal- 
led up, q if Jovw Puckering, Kt. then Lord-Keep- 
x of the _ Seal, declared the Cauſe of the 

zummons, to this Effect (c): 

—— He ſhewed, in the firſt N the Antiquity, Na- 
Speech at Open- © ture, and Uſe of Parliaments. Then he ſet forth 
ing the Selon. as the principal Matter, (which her Majeſty did 
© defire to have made known and manifeſt to all 
© her loving Subjects) the great Malice of the King 
6 of Spain, which he had towards this Realm. 
: Y 3 © and 


(5) Probably Land- holders of Twenty Shillings per AInnum. 
(e) The Heads or Inſtructions for this Speech, in ſeveral Art- 
cles, were drawn up by the Lord Treaſurer Burgbley; and are pub- 
liſhed from his MSS, by Mr. Strype, Annals, Vol, alt. No. LXXX. 
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© and this he ſhewed, by ſundry Inſtances; as the Queen Elizabeth. 
< laſt intended Invaſion, his Forces then addreſſed 175973 
© out of the Low-Countries for that Purpoſe, to 
© have been conducted by the Duke of Parma, &c. 8 
And then he proceeded in the reſt of his Oration, 
to the Purpoſe following: 

Tus high and mighty Ships that then he 
© prepared and ſent for that Purpoſe, becauſe 
© he found them not fit for our Seas and ſuch an 
© Attempt, he is building Ships of aleſs Bulk, after 
© another Faſhion ; ſome like French Ships, ſome 
© like the Shipping of England; and many hath 
© he gotten out of the Low-Countries. He is now, 
© for the better Invading of England, Planting 
© him in Britany, a Country of more Facility to 
© offend us than the Low-Countries; there he 
© hath fortified himſelf in the moſt Strong-Holds 
© of that Country. 

© In Scotland he hath, of late, wrought moſt of 
© the Nobility to conſpire againſt their King; to 
© vive Landing to his Forces there; and to aſſiſt 
© him in his Invaſion thither. A greater Part of 
© the Nobility in Scotland be combined in this 
© Conſpiracy, and they have received great Sums 
© of Money for their Service therein. And to aſ- 
* ſure the King of Spain of their Aſſiſtance, they 
* have ſigned and ſent their Promiſes, ſealed, to 
* the King. 

This Conſpiracy the King of Scots was hardly 
brought to believe, but that her Majeſty adver- 
* tiſed him thereof, having entertained Intelligence 
* thereof, as ſhe hath of all Things done and in- 
* tended in thoſe Parts. And that the King might 
better adviſe thereupon, her Majeſty hath ſent 
© one of her Noblemen now into Scotland; and 
the King hath aſſur'd her Majeſty, with all his 
Ability and Endeavour, to prevent the Spaniard, 
* whoſe Purpoſe is on the North Parts to affault us 
by Land, and, on the South Side, to invade us 


_—_ a. _ * — — 
7 * * 9 
pw = 4a 4 * 
—— 3 


* 
1 
of 
$ 
1 
4 
7 
9 
. be 
| * 
19 J 
, , 1 
19 
1 } 
th 4 
11 3 
14 
" lu 
, [ 
18 1 N 
. 
1 
1 
4483 4 Fg 
1 
Die 
d 4 ) 
5 


4 by Sea; which is the moſt dangerous Practiſe that 
b. could be deviſed againſt us. And now the Rage 
X. 


F of this Enemy being ſuch, his Forces join'd with 
4 4 other 
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© of her Majeſty, for Defence of her Realm, both 
with Forces by Sea, and Armies by Land, hath 
been ſuch, as hath both ſpent the Contribution 
© of her Subjects, by Subſidies, and what otherwiſe 
© they offered her; and alſo conſumed her Trea- 
© ſure; yea, cauſed her to ſell Part of her High- 
© neſs's Crown, And, it is not to be marvelled 
© how all this is conſumed, but rather to be 
thought how her Majeſty could be able to main- 
* tain and defend this her Realm, againſt ſo many 
5 Realms conſpired againſt us. RA 

© Wherefore, we, her Majeſty's Subjects, muſt, 
© with all dutiful Conſideration, think what is 
© fit for us to do; and, with all Willingneſs, 
© yield Part of our own, for the Defence of o- 
© thers, and Aſſiſtance of her Majeftys in ſuch an 
© infupportable Charge. Were the Cauſe between 
© Friend and Friend, how much would we do for 
< the Relief of one another? But the Cauſe is 
© now between our Sovereign and ourſelves: See- 
© ing there is ſo much Difference in the Parties, 
© how much more forward ought we to be ? The 
© Aid that formerly hath been granted unto her 
© Majeſty in theſe like Caſes, is with ſuch Slack- 
c neſs perform'd, as that the Third of what hath 
© been granted, cometh not to her Majeſty. A 
great Shew, a rich Grant, and along Sum, ſeem- 
c eth to be made, but it is hard to be gotten, and 
© the Sum not great which is paid. Her Majeſty 
$ thinketh this to be, for that the wealthier Sort 
of Men turn this Charge upon the weaker, and 
© upon thoſe of worſt Ability; for that one 
© diſchargeth himſelf, and the other is not able to 
© ſatisfy what he is charged withal. 

© Theſe Things ſhould be reformed by ſuch as 
t are Commiſſioners in this preſent Service. 


Her Majeſty further hath willed me to ſignify 


© unto you, that the Calling of this Parliament now, 


is not for the making of any more new Laws 
and Statutes, for there are already a ſufficient 


Number both of Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal ! 
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© and ſo many there be, that rather than to bur- 
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« then the Subjects with more, to their Grievance, 9 


dit were fitting an Abridgment were made of thoſe 
there are already. 
© Wherefore it is her Majeſty's Pleaſure, that 
the Time be not ſpent therein: But, the princi- 
© pal Cauſe of this Parliament is, that her Majeſty 
might conſult with her Subjects for the better 
* withſtanding of thoſe intended Invaſions, which 
© are now greater than were ever heretofore heard 
© of. And whereas heretofore it hath been uſed, 
that many have delighted themſelves in long O- 
© rations, full of Verboſity and of vain Often- 
« tations, more than in ſpeaking Things of Sub- 
© ſtance; the Time that is precious ſhould not be 
thus ſpent, The Seſſions cannot be long, by 
© reaſon of the Spring- Time, tis fit that Gentle- 
men ſhould repair to their Countries; the Ju- 
* ſtices of Aſſize alſo to go to their Circuits. So 
* the good Hours ſhould not be loſt in idle Speeches, 
© but the little Time we have ſhould be beſtowed 
* wholly on ſuch Buſineſſes as are needful to be 
© conſidered of.” And then defir'd them to elect a 
Speaker, | | 13 


Feb. 22. The Queen being come again to the 
Upper Houſe, the Commons preſented the famous 
Edward Coke, Eſq. Sollicitor-General, as their 
Speaker; who, being placed at the Bar of the Houſe, 
delivered himſelf as follows : ; 


c 
; YOUR Majeſty's moſt loving Subjects, the nis Speech to the 
; Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, of the Queen there- 
, Houſe of Commons, have nominated me, your“ 

Grace's poor Servant and Subject, to be their 
Speaker. Tho' their Nomination hath hitherto 
* proceeded, that they preſent me to ſpeak before 
*your Majeſty; Yet this their Nomination is, 
* only as yet, a Nomination and no Election, un- 
© til your Majeſty giveth Allowance and Appro- 
* bation, For, as in the Heavens, a Star is but pa- 
* cum Corpus, until it have received Light from the 
Sun; ſo ſtand I Corpus opacum, a mute Body, 

© until 


Edw. Coke, Eſq, 
choſen 8 peaker, 
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| your Highneſs's bright-ſhining Wiſdam 
© hath looked upon me, and allowed me. How 
C great a Charge this is, to be the Mouth of ſuch a 
6 as your whole Commons repreſent, to ut- 
© ter what is ſpoken, Grandia Regni, my ſmall 
© Experience, being a poor Profeſſor of the Law, 
© can tell. But, how unable I am to do this Of- 
© fice, my preſent Speech doth tell, that, of a 
Number in this Houſe, I am moſt unfit. For, 
< amongſt them are many grave, many learned, 
many deep wiſe Men, and thoſe of ripe Judg- 
ments: But I am untimely Fruit, not yet ripe, 
© but a Bud ſcarcely bloſſomed. So, as I fear me, 
your Majeſty will ſay, Neglectd fruge eliguntur 
« folia: Amongſt ſo many fair Fruit ye have 
© plucked a ſhaking Leaf. 

© If I may be ſo bold as to remember a Speech, 
£ (which I cannot forget) uſed the laſt Parliament, 
in your Majeſty's own Mouth, Many come 
© hither ad conſulendum qui neſciunt quid ft conſu- 
© lendum; a juſt Reprehenſion to many as to 
* myſelf alſo, an untimely Fruit, my _—_ and 
Judgment ill befitting the Gravity of this Place. 
But, howſoever, I know myſelf the meaneſt, and 
< inferior unto all that ever were before me in this 
Place; yet, in Faithfulneſs of Service, and Duti- 
* fulneſs of Love, I think not myſelf inferior to 
any that ever were before me. And, amidſt my 
many Imperfections, yet this is my Comfort; 
© I never knew any in this Place, but, if your Ma- 
© jeſty gave them Favour, God, who called them 
© to the Place, gave them alſo the Bleſſing to diſ- 
© charge it. 

The Lord Keeper having received Inſtructions 
from the Queen, anſwered him : 


Mr. Sollicitor, : | 
8 N ER Grace's Moſt Excellent Majeſty hath 
. willed me to ſignify unto you, that 
© ſhe hath ever well conceived of you fince ſhe 
< firſt heard of you, which will appear, when her 
« Highneſs elected you from others to ſerve _ 
1 ut 
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But, by this your modeſt, wiſe, and well-com- 3 


© poſed Speech, you give her Majeſty further Oc- 
© caſion to conceive of you, above that which ever 
© ſhe thought was in you; by endeavouring to de- 
« ject and abaſe yourſelf and your Deſert, you have 
© diſcovered and made known your Worthineſs 
© and Sufficiency to diſcharge the Place you are 
© called to. And, whereas you account yourſelf 
© Corpus opacum, her Majeſty, by the Influence 
© of her Virtue and Wiſdom, doth enlighten you: 
© and not only alloweth and approveth you, but 
© much thanketh the Lower Houſe, and commend- 
©eth their Diſcretion in making ſo good a Choice, 
© and eleCting ſo fit a Man. Wherefore now, 
© Mr. Speaker, proceed in your Office, and go 
© forward, to your Commendation, as you have 
© begun.” 

The Lord Keeper's Speech being ended, the 
Speaker began a new Speech, 


* CNOnſfidering the great and wonderful Bleſ- Ihe Spes te 
AE ſings, beſides the long Peace we have en- on ng "_ 
* joy'd under your Grace's moſt happy and vic- 
* torious Reign, and remembring with what Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice your Grace hath reigned over 
© us, we have Cauſe daily to praiſe God that e- 
* ver you were given us; and the Hazard that 
your Majeſty hath adventured, and the Charge 
* that you have borne for us and our Safety, ought 
* to make us ready to lay down ourſelves and all 
* our Living, at your Feet, to do you Service. 
After this he related the great Attempts of her 
© Majeſty's Enemies againſt us, eſpecially the Pope, 
and the King of Spain, who adhered unto him. 
* How wonderfully we were deliver'd in Eighty- 
Eight, and what a Favour God therein manifeſted 
* unto her Majeſty. | 
His Speech, after this, tended wholly to ſhew, 
* out of the Hiſtory of England and the old State, 
how the Kings of England, ever ſince Henry the 
© Third's Time, have maintained themſelves to be 
the Supreme Head aver all Cauſes within their 
5 own 
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© that every one made in his Time, for maintaining 
© their own Supremacy, and excluding the Pope, he 
drew down this Proof by a Statute of every King 
© ſince Henry the Third to Edward the Sixth, 

© This ended, he came to ſpeak of Laws, that 
© they were ſo great, and ſa many already, they 
< were fit to be termed Elephantine Leges. There. 
© fore to make more Laws it might ſeem ſuperflu. 
* ous. And to him that might ask, Quid cauſa ut 
© creſcant tot magna volumina Legis ? It may be an- 
0 — In promptu cauſa eft, creſcit in orbe ma- 
© lum. 

The Malice of our Arch-Enemy, the Devil, 
though it were always greats yet never preater 
© than now; and that Dolus et Malum being crept 
in ſo far amongſt Men, it was requiſite that ſharp 
© Ordinances ſhould be provided to prevent them, 
5 and all Care be uſed for her Majeſty's Preſer- 
© vation. 

© Now am I to make unto your Majeſty three 
© Petitions, in the Name of the Commons; firſt, 
That Liberty of Speech, and Freedom from Ar- 
* reſts, according to the antient Cuſtom of Par- 
© liament, he granted to your Subjects; Secondly, 
That we may have Acceſs unto your Royal Per- 
© ſon, to preſent thoſe Things that ſhall be conſider- 
5 ed amongſt us; Laſtly, That your Majefty will 
give your Royal Aﬀent to the Things that 
© are agreed upon. And, for myſelf, I humbly 
© beſeech your Majeſty, if any Speech ſhall fall 
from me, or Behaviour found in me, not decent 
c and fit, it may not be imputed Blame upon the 
+ Houſe, but laid upon me, and pardoned in me. 


© To this Speech, the Lord-Keeper, 2 re- 
ceived new Inſtructions from the _ made his 
Reply, * In which he firſt commended the Speaker 


The L. Keeper's © greatly for it; and then he added ſome Examples 
further Auſwer. « of Hiſtory for the King's Supremacy in Hen. Il. 


and other Kings before the Conqueſt, As to the 


t Deliverance we received from our Enemies, _ 
F « the 
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t the Peace we enjoyed, the Queen would have the Queen Ela: beh. 
«© Praiſe of all thoſe attributed to God only, 159950 

And, touching the Commendations given to 
c herſelf, ſhe ſaid, ©+ Well might we have a wiſer 
« Prince, but never ſhould they have one that 
« more regarded them, and in Juſtice would carry 
« anevener Stroke, without Exception of Perſons; 
« ſuch a Prince ſhe wiſh'd they might always 
ic have.“ | 

To your three Demands the Queen anſwers 
d eth; Liberty of Speech is granted youz but 
Chow far this is to be thought on, there be two 
Things of moſt Neceſſity, and thoſe two do 
© moſt Harm, which are Wit and Speech: The 
© one exerciſed in Invention, and the other in ut- 
© tering Things invented. Privilege of Speech is 
granted, but you muſt know what Privilege you 
© havez not to ſpeak every one what he lifteth, 
© ox what cometh in his Brain to utter that; but 
«your Privilege is, he or No. Wherefore, 
Mr. Speaker, her Majeſty's Pleaſure is, That if 
© you perceive any idle Heads, which will not ſtick 
© to hazard their own Eſtates; which will meddle 
© with reforming the Church, and. transforming 
© the Commonwealth; and do exhibit any Bills to 
© ſuch Purpoſe, that you receive them not until 
they be viewed and conſidered by thoſe, who it is 
fitter ſhould conſider of ſuch Things, and can 
© better judge of them, 

To your Perſons all Privileges are granted, with 
© this Caveat, that under Colour of this Privilege, 
no Man's Ill-Doings, or not performing of Duties, 
© be covered and protected. 

The laſt; Free Acceſs is granted to her Ma- 
* jeſty's Perſon, ſo that it be upon urgent and 
* weighty Cauſes, and at Times convenient; and 
* when her Majeſty may be at Leiſure from other 
© important Cauſes of the Realm.” 


The firſt Bill we find brought into the Houſe gn sein po- 
of Lords, of any Note, was for the Reſtraining of 10 — 
Popiſh Recuſants to ſome certain Places of * 

. he 
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Another againſt 
Puritans, 


1 


\ 


Title, viz. An Act for the reſtraining and puniſb- 
ing of vagrant and ſeditious Perſons; who, under 
the feigned Pretence of Conſcience and Religion, cor- 
rupt and ſeduce the Queen's Subjects. Under the 
firſt Title it paſſed into a Law and was, no Doubt, 
calculated to keep up Fears againſt Popery ; for 
no Parliament in this Reign pafled without an A& 
to that Purpoſe. By this Act they were confined 
within five Miles of their reſpective Dwellings, on 
Forfeiture of all their Goods, Chatels, and Lands, 
during Life. 

But another Religious Sect, called Puritans, 
they had much Occaſion at this Time to guard a- 
gainſt, whoſe Principles were utterly againſt both 
the Eſtabliſhed Church and Monarchy. The Le- 
giſlaturt took particular Notice of theſe, alſo, in 
reviving a former Act for keeping the Queen: Ma- 
Joſs Subjects in their due Obedience. 

n the Preamble to this Act, which ſtands the 
firſt in our Statute-Books for this Year, it is de- 
clared to be made for the preventing and avoiding 
of ſuch great Inconventences and Perils, as might hap- 
pen and grow by the wicked and dangerous Pratti- 
ces of ſeditious Seftaries, and difloyal Perſons. The 
Act itſelf ran, That if any Perſon above the 
Age of ſixteen Years, ſhall refuſe to repair to 
© ſome Church, or forbear to do the ſame for the 
© Space of a Month ſhall be committed to Pri- 
© fon there to remain, without Bail or Main-Prize, 
till they ſhall conform and make ſuch open 
Submiſſion and Declaration of their on 
© as the Act appoints.“ The Offenders again 
this Statute, who refuſed to make this Submiſſion, 
were to abjure the Realm, and not to return with- 
out her Majeſty's Licence, under the Penalty of 
ſuffering as Felons without Benefit of the Clergy. 

There was great Reaſon for paſſing this Law 
againſt the Puritans at this Time; they were grown 
ſo bold and licentious as to libel and defame both 
Church and State in a very open Manner. One 
Hacket, and ſome other Enthuſiaſts, bred great 


Diſ- 
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Diſturbances ; for which, this Man, with Barrow, Queen Elizabeth. 
Greenwood, and Studley, were tried, convicted of 75973" 
High Treaſon, and executed this very Year. As 
was one Penry, for writing a Book called, Martin 
Mar-Prelate, the Year after; as 7ahn Stowe, the 
faithful Chronicler of theſe Times, relates. 

The Annotator on Raprn tells us, that this 
Act met with great Oppoſition in the Houſe of 
Commons, and refers us to D*Ewes Journali for 
the Speeches on both Sides the Queſtion. But we 
cannot find any ſuch great Oppoſition in that Jour- 
nali's Account of it. On February 28th, the 
Bill for reducing of diſloyal Subjects to their due 
Obedience, was read a ſecond Time. It was level- 
led, at firſt, only againſt the Papiſis: But, after Debate thereon, 
ſome Arguments, amongſt which, one Member 
aſked, Whether thoſe that came not to Church, by 
reaſon of the Miſlike they had to Church-Govern- 
ment, were to be in the ſame Caſe with a Popiſh 
Recuſant? The Matter was committed to a ve 
conſiderable Number of the Houſe, for further 
Conſideration. On the 12th of March, the ſaid 
Committee brought in the Bill as before; and alſo 
a new one framed, on a more moderate Syſtem, 
which was read a firſt "Time, and the old one 
drop'd. The Particulars of both Bills are given 
in ſeveral Articles, by the Journaliſt. The next 
Day, this Bill was read again, and then occaſioned 
a farther Debate; Mr. Sandys ſaid, that he 
thought the Bill ought to paſs, as it was firſt meant 
againſt All Recuſants, and not reſtrained to Popiſh 
Recuſants only. And, that under this Bill, all 
Brownifts, Barrowiſts, &c. ought to be included. 
Another Member was for the Reſtriction to Pap:/ts 
alone ; and the Speaker ſaid, That as the Title of 
the Bill, and the Preamble, ran only againſt ſuch as 
are Enemies to the State, and Adherents to the 
Pope, other Recuſants than Popiſh could not be 
| compriſed in it; ſince another Bill might be framed 


againſt thoſe Perſons, and theſe not included in it. 
Mr. Dalton argued, that the Sectaries ought to be 
t compriſed in this Bill, as well as Papiſts; that the 


Pre- 


352 


15 92-3. . 


The Parliamentary HIS TOR 


| Queen Elizabeth. Preamble might be altered, and be to repreſs all dif- 


loyal Subjects, and force them to a more due Obe- 
dience: Or, it might be wholly left out, and go 
directly to the Act itſelf, for, he cited ſeveral Bills 
overthrown by too many ſuperfluous Words in 
the Preamble. Dr. Lewin made a long Speech a- 
gainſt the Brownifts and Barrowiſts ; and conclud- 
ed, that they ought to be provided againſt as well 
as Papuſts: I whether in this or another Bill, he 
left it to the Wiſdom of the Houſe, After all 
which, the ſaid Bill was re-committed to the former 


Committee apointed on the ſecond Reading of it; 


and a new Bill framed againſt diſloyal Subjects, &c, 
both whica paſſed the Houſe, without any more re- 
markable Oppoſition. 

But, we cannot avoid taking Notice here, what 
Sentiments Mr. Rapin hath left us concerning the 
Severity of this Law. It hath been more than once 
taken Notice of, in the Courſe of theſe Enquiries, 
how ſtrangely negligent, that Celebrated Writer of 
Engliſh Hiſtory hath been, in giving the Proceedings 
of Engliſh Parliaments, And, in the Courſe of 
this very Reign, we ſhould ſcarce know, by his 
Performance, there was any called, were it not that 
his Tranſlator, Mr. Tindal, hath drawn a ſhort 
Account of them. into his Notes. But now, the 
laſt-mentioned Act of Parliament, againſt Puritans, 
fires his Reſentment, The Hardſhips the Diſſen- 
ters of England ſuffered, by this Act, are painted in 
very ſtrong Colours; and the Proſecution of them 
laid on the Engl;h Epiſcopal Clergy. Nay, this 
Prote/tant Queen, herſelf, for this and other Seve- 
rities againſt the Puritans, is treated, by this Hiſ- 
torian, in a very coarſe Manner, throughout the 
whole Series of her Reign, Me are perſuaded we 
cannot do this Author more Juſtic than to tran- 
ſcribe his whole Paragraph ; and leave any further 
Judgment of it to the Impartiality of our Readers. 

The Parliament meeting in February, 1593 
paſſed an AR, which troubled not only the Catho- 
licks, but even Proteſtants who differed in certain 


Points from the Church of England, and were * 
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ed Puritans. By this Act, thoſe who neglected Queen Elizabeth. 
to be preſent at Divine Service, eſtabliſhed by Law, 593. 
were liable to certain Penalties ; and ſo, not only 
was it no longer permitted to be 3 Roman-Catho- 
fek with Impynity, but even a Proteſtant with- 
out conforming to the Church of Exgland. Thus Mr. Rapin's Re. 
in ſome Meaſure were renewed the Days of. Hen- — 
ry VIII. when it was unlawful to ſwerve ever &o æc. 1 
little from the Religion of the Sovereign; with 
this Difference, that under Elizabeth the Penalty 
was not Death, as in the Reign of her Father. 
Nevertheleſs there was in this laſt Act ſome- 
thing more hard than in thoſe of Henry VIII. 
That Prince, abfoliite as he was, contented him- 
elf with puniſhing ſuch as, by ſome Overt-AQ, 
oppoſed the eftabliſhed Religion ; but by this new 
Statute, the Subjects were obliged openly to pro- 
feld the Religion of the Church of England. Eli- 
2abeth, exaſperated againſt the Catholicks, who 
had made frequent Attempts upon her Crown and 
even her Life, would have been very glad to have 
cleared the Kingdom of them, On the other 
Hand, ſhe could not endure the Puritans, looking 
upon them as obſtinate Peaple, who for very friva- 
lous Cauſes bred a Schiſm in the Proteſtant Church, 
Whilft ſhe was in Danger from the Queen of Scots, 
France, and Thain; in a Word, whilſt her Af- 
fairs remained in a Sart of Uncertainty, ſhe left the 
Puritans unmoleſted, for fear of upiting them in 
the ſame Intereſt with the Catholicks. But no 
ſooner was ſhe firmly eſtabliſhed, but ſhe hearken- 
ed to the Suggeſtions of the Clergy, who repreſent- 
ed the Puritans as ſedltious Perſons, who rebelled 
againſt the Laws, and by their Diſobedience ſhook 
the Foundations of the ee This is not 
tie only Time, nor is England the only State, 
where Diſobedience in Point of Religion has been 
confgunded with Rebellion againſt the Sovereign. 
here is ſcarce a Chriſtian State, where the Pre- 
— Set will ſuffer the leaſt Diviſion, or the 
leaſt Swerving from the eſtabliſhed Opinions; no, 
not even in private. Shall I venture to ſay it ? 
Vor. IV. : ; "Tis 
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Queen Elizabeth. *T'is the Clergy chiefly who ſupport this ſtrange 
1592-3 Principle of Non-Toleration, fo little agreeable to 
Chriſtian gps; The Severity which from this 


Time began to be exerciſed in England upon the 
Non-Conformiſts, produced terrible Effects in the 
following Reigns, and occaſioned Troubles and 
Factions, which remain to this Day, and of which 
perhaps there will be no End theſe many Years. 
The Houſe of But, to proceed, on much better 2 
Lords make a The Lords Journals tell us, that March 13th, this 
Contribution = Seſſion, on a Motion of the Biſhop of Worceſter, 
— anal the Lords condeſcended to a Contribution, for the 
&c. Relief of ſuch poor Soldiers, as went begging about 
the Streets of London, after this Rate. That eve- 
ry Earl ſhould give 40s. every Biſhop 30s. every 
Baron 205. —— appointed the ſaid Biſhop of Mor- 
ceſter and the Lord Norris, Collectors; and the 
arl of Eſſex and the Lord Willoughby, Diſtributors 
thereof. Theſe laſt Lords had been Generals a- 
broad, and therefore propereſt to diſburſe this Cha- 
But the Matter did not reſt here; for, on 
the — day of April, another Entry is made, That, 
© Whereas the Lords of Parliament, both Spi- 
© ritual and Temporal, aſſembled, in the Parlia- 
© ment-Chamber, at WAminfler, have all, with 
© uniform Conſent, in their own Names, and the 
© reſt of the Lords abſent, ordered, That there 
Tireir Order © ſhould be a charitable Relief and Contribution 
thereupon. © made towards the Aid and Help of a Number of 
© Soldiers, that are ſeen, in the Time of this Par- 
liament, maimed and ſore hurt, in the Wars of 
© France, the Low-Countries, and over the Seas for 
© the | Service of the Queen's Maj and this 
© Realm : Arid for that Purpoſe have allotted, that 
© every Archbiſhop, Marquis, Earl, and Viſcount, 
© ſhould pay towards this Contribution the Sum of 
© forty Shillings, every Biſhop thirty, and every Ba- 
ron twenty Shillings ; for collecting whereof there 
'© hath been appc ited the Queen's Majeſty's Almon- 
"© er, the Biſhop of Worcefter, for the Biſhops, 
and the Lord Norris for the Lords Tempora, 


which hath been diligen ly done and recciyed 4 
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all thoſe Lords who have attended their great Queen Elizabeth, 
Charge in Parliament: And, confidering the 75973: 

: Number of the Soldiers, being many to be reliey- 

* ed, notwithſtanding the Knights, Citizens and 

4 Burgeſſes of the Lower Houſe, have, yielded very 

good and large Contribution, according to their 

a Deze! et, for the better Relief of the faid 

* maimed Soldiers, it is by the Lords Spiritual and 

* Temporal, that _ have given their chargeable At- 

* tendance, and alſo charitably and honourably 

* yielded to this Contribution, thought meet, and 

ſo it is ordered and decreed by them, with com- 

mon and full Aſſent; That all the Lords of Par- 

* liament, who have been altogether abſent in this 

* Seffion, and that ſhall not have contributed to this 

Charity before the End of this Seffion, ſhall be 

* required, by Letters ſent to them, by the Lords 

* their Proxies in their Abſence, or from the Lord- 

* Keeper of the great Seal, requiring and charging 
* them, to make Payment, according to their De: 
- and Vocation, the Double of the Sums of 
© Money paid by the Lords that have been here pre- 
* ſent, and continued their Attendaiice; that is to 
*fay, Every abſent Earl, with the Archbiſhop of 
*York, four Pounds; every abſent Biſhop of 
Pounds; and every Baron forty Shillings. Like- 
*wiſe, - ſuch Lords as have attended ſometimes, 
* tho' ſeldom, ſhall, according to their Degrees, pay 
a third Part more than the Cote that are conſtant 
here. All ſuch Sums of Money ſhall be deliver- 
ed to the Lord Keeper, and afterwards diſtribut- 
ed, by ſuch Lords as are choſen for that Purpoſe, 
to the maimed Soldiers that ſtand the moſt 
in need thereof, And, as the Commons, in this 
"preſent Parliament, have rated their abſent Mem- 
of bers double, ſo we think this Order very juſt ; 
a. conſidering the abſent Lords and others whs have 
been at no Charge to come up and give their 
0- * Attendance, may, very reaſonably, and with 
phy * preat Saving of their Charge, contribute to this 
a, Wl © Order. And, if any Lord, Spiritual or Tem- 
| of * pora}, ſhall refuſe or forbear to do this, (which it 
ul 2 2 is 
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Queen Elizabeth, e is hoped in Honour none ſhall do) there ſhall be 


13523 


© ordinary Means uſed to levy the ſame.” 

2 8 Order of the Souſa is extracted 
at to ſhew the good Diſpoſition of this 
* in relieving, out of their own Pockets, 
the Neceſſities of their brave Countrymen. But 
= was not all; reſolved * make the reſt 

the Kingdom contribute to the ſame, by-bring- 

n Bill for the Relief of Soldiers 4. Mar. 


ing i 
— 0 which Act every Pariſh was charged 


with a Sum, weekly, for the Relief of fick, hurt 
and maimed Soldiers and Seamen. Which Act h 
the firſt of its Kind for this charitable and neceſſary 
Purpoſe, though ſeveral more fucceeded it in this 
Reign z and, in later Days, two Royal Hoſpitals 
have been built, for the ſame Uſe, which are 
Fass certainly, the brighteſt Ornameats of Great 
ritain. 

The Annaliſt, Mr. Strype, hath reſtored to us t 
famous Speech of the Lord Treaſurer Burleigh", 
made ſome Day this Seſſion in the Houſe of Lords, 
but when is not mentioned. It may therefore be 
ſuppos d to be ſpoke before the Subſidy Bill came 
up from the ons, in order to acquaint the 
Lon with 2 2 Nation 2 that Tims, 

prepare them for furthering the Supply. 
Author ſays he copied it BEND Manuſcrigt of the 
Lord Treaſurer's own Hand-Writing; nor muſt 
this Speech, nor the Schedule of the Queen's extra- 
ordinary ges on account of the War, annexed 
to it, want a Place in this Hiſtory. 


TO make a Declaration of the firſt Cat: 
and original Beginning, whereby her 


: , SS. 1s 
Logd R Majeſty was provoked to arm her. Realms with. 
- 4 W Forces, were a Labour loſt in this Place: Where 


© in former Times the ſame hath been often de- 
© clared ; and wherein a great Number of the No- 
© bility here prefent have heard many Circumftas- 
ces thereof, at the Proceedings with the late 
© Queen of Scots. For whom, and by whom, the 


* Quarrels were firſt made againſt the Queen's Ma- 
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« jefty's Perſon, againſt the Religion and Quietneſs Queen Elieabeth, 

© of the Realm. | 151 
And therefore, leaving the Repetition of that 

© Cauſe, by which her Majeſty was detained in a 

Kind of War, to withſtand both the Kings of 

© France and Spain, who intermeddled in the Caſe 

«© of the Queen of Scots againſt her Majeſty; yet 

there hath followed continually ſuch a deadly Ma- 

« lice from the King of Spain, the Biſhop of Rome, 

© and their Confederates, as unto this Day, wherein 

© no Intermiffion hath been of Attempts againſt 

© her Majeſty and the Realm; altho' at ſome Time 

© more vehement than at ſome others; as appeared 

ein the Year 88, by his open Armies both by 

© Sea and Land; being of greater Force than ever 

© was known to be made by his Father the Emperor 

© Charles, or by himſelf, or by any Chriftian Prince 

c within the Memory of Man. 
© But minding to overpaſs all the Attempts afore 

chat huge Enterprize, that was fruſtrate by God's 

6 ſpecial Goodneſs beyond the Expectation of the 

World: And confidering there hath deen no Aſ- 

« ſembly of Parliament ſince that Time, wherein her 

«* Majefty might publickly declare to the States of 

© her Realm the 'Cantinuance of the former At- 

* tempts, but the Increaſe of more Dangers than 

©'were ſeen in any Time before, | 

© was delivered by the Lord-K 


Therefore, as 
ceper of the Great 
Seal, her Majeſty hath ſummarily im the 
< fame to this Aſſembly, referring the dera- 
© tion thereof to the whole three Eftates, whereof 
two are in this Place; how the fame Danger 
© may be withſtood, and by what Proviſion her 
© Majefty and Reatm may be preſerved in domeſtic 
© Peace, as yet it is, as in a Center of Ha pineſs, 
© where the Circumferenee is in open Caliity, 

© And, becauſe it is dl our Parts and Duties, firſt 
to God, and to our Sovereign Head, and our na- 
* tive Country, to apply H our Endeavour, being 
* every one of us called to this Place, by ſpecial 
* Commandmenit, in expreſs Words, upon Con- 
ſideration of the Hardneſs of the Buſineſs, and the 

2 3 Perils 
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Queen Elizabeth. © Perils imminent, to treat with her Majefty, 


1592 3« 


© with the Prelates and Great Men of the 1 
and to give our Counſels, ſo as it is convenient for 
dus all; firſt to conſider the Perils, and then to give 
« Counſel : | | 
Therefore in diſcharging of my Duty, with 
« your Patience in ſuffering an old Man, beſides 
© his Years, decayed in his Spirits with Sickneſs, 
to declare ſome Part of his Knowledge of the 
© Dangers and Perils imminent ; But for Advice 
© and Counſel how to withſtand the ſame, I ſhall 
8 be conſtrained, for Lack of ſufficient Underſtand- 
ing in ſo great Cauſe, to require ſome further 
Conference with your Lordſhips, or with ſomany 
© as ſhall appear more able than I am, to give ſome 


good Entry thereto. 


As to the Dangers, that they be great and im- 
6 minent, that they have both lately grown, and 
likely to increaſe, theſe be manifeſt Arguments, 
c Firſt, the King of Spain, ſince he hath uſurped 
£ en. the Kingdom of Portugal, he hath thereby 
A 22 mighty by gaining the Eg Indies. 80 25 
w great ſoever he was before, he is now there- 
by more manifeſtly great. But for Increaſe 
< hereof, to be greater; yea, 2 that any r 
© ſtian Prince hath been; he hath lately 
« with his intended Purpoſe, newly to ou e _ 
© Realm, with more Mi ght than before he did the 
Invaſion of France, by ſundry Ways. Not as in 
former Times, when the Emperor Charles and 
< the French, Kings, the great Francis and the war- 
like Henry, made former Wars for Towns, their 
«Sad Wars; . when the preſent King of 
Henry of France. 
Fork thoſe War, non none of them intended to do 


4 any thing Neur. but to be revenged of ſuppoſed 


| ; Iny s by by  urning or winning of ſome frontier 
Beſieging. And after ſuch Revenges 

a : mutually 15 to the Satisfaction of their Appe- 
© tites ;, wherein neither Party. had any. ſpecial Ad- 
vantage, they fell to Truces, and in the End * 


£ not: ſometimes of eee - And; by 
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© theſe Kinds of Wars none of them did increaſe in Queen Elizabe:b: 
« Greatneſs, to be dangerous to their Enemies, 1523•95 
And in theſe Kinds of Wars, our Kings of Eng- 

land had their Intereſt, for the moſt Part, to the 

« Expence of Men and Money; and never to the 

« Loſs of any ſmall Portion of any Ground in Eng- 

© land and Hales, nor otherwiſe : But by yielding 

« to the 1 of Spain, by means of the Marriage 

© of Queen Mary, to make War with France. the 

Realm loſt that noble Town and Port of Calais, 

« with great Seignories and Territories thereunto 
belonging. : 

But now the Caſe is altered, The King of 
© Spain maketh theſe his mighty Wars, by Means 
© only of his Indies; not purpoſely to burn a Town 
* in France or England, but to conquer all France, 
© England and Ireland. And for Proof hereof-— 
« Firſt for France, he hath invaded Britain, taken 
© the Port, * his clay es carried ods Ar- 
* my; waged a Navy in Britain; received into 
: Wages a great er of his Subjects, as Rebels 
to France. And there he keepeth a Navy arm+ 
©ed, to impede all Trade from England to Gaſ- 
© coign and Guyenne ; which he attempted to do 
* this laſt Vintage. And ſo he had had his Pur- 
© poſe, if to the great Charges of the Merchants, 
and by Countenance of her Majeſty's Navy, ſent 
to the Coaſt of Britain, the Shipping of England 
had not been much ſtronger than his. Beſides 
* this his poſſeſſing a great Part of Britain, towards 
Spain, he hath, at his Commandment, all the beſt 
Ports of Britain towards England. So as now 
© he is become as a Frontier Enemy to all the Weſt 
* of England. And by his Commandment, and his 
* waged Troops in Newhaven, he hath enlarged his 
Frontiers now againſt all the South Parts of Eng- 
* land, as Suſſex, Hampſhire, "Iſle of Wight. Yea 
* by means of his Intereſt in St Malh's, a Port full 
* of Shipping for the War, he is adangerous Neigh- 
© bour to the Queen's Iſles of Jerſey and Guernſey, 
* antient Poſſeſſions of this Crown, and never 
* conquer's in the greateſt Wars with France. 
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Queen Blizabeth, © Of this Matter of Britain a Man might enlarge, 
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the Danger ſo great to England, as if he had at- 
5 tempted r at 1 in es“ 2 France; 
+ yet the Danger hereof might appear ſo great, as 
Glade to 10 5 England to Tpate no Coſt to with - 
* ftand it, And herewith he is not contented to 
© ſeek this Dukedom, but he deſtines all his Forces 
to conquer the Kingdom of France, the principal 
Kingdom of . Chri/lendom: And, to atchieve his 
C Enterprize, he hath, theſe. two Years-day and 
* more, corrupted, with great Sums of Money and 
arge Penfions, certain factious Noblemen, not 
of the Blood of France, nor the great Officers of 
the Crown; and by them, and with theſe Re- 
+ bels, and by waging of his Soldiers in ſome of 
the principal Towns of Francs, as Paris, Roan, 
© Orleans, Lyons, Toloze, and others, he hath pro- 


+ cured a Rebellion againſt the King, againſt all 


© the Princes of the Blood, againſt all the great Of. 
© ficers of the Crown. Bur finding theſe Rebels 
t not ſtrong enough pf themfelves, notwithſtand- 
T ing they are well waged by him to withſtand 
t the | King, he hath, to bis great Charges, levied 
t und ſent into France, even to Paris and Nan, 
Armies collected of Nallam, Lorainers, Italiani, 
© Spaniards, Almains, and Switzers, Wherewith 
© he hath twice entered into France; tho! God 
: gave t no good Succeſs, but great Loſs and 
ern 

* Belides theſe foreign Armies, ſent from the 
©" Low-Countrics, he hath cauſed his Son-in-Law, 
© the Duke of Sau, to invade France by Provence 
$and Pei and the Duke of Lorain by Bur- 
©. cundy A and to environ France. 
+ Further, be bath ſent Armies by Sea, out of 
Ken, to invade Languede, And even now atthi 
+ preſent, all theſe. foreign Forces are newly ma 
© ready to enter into all Parts of France, made by a 
E colourable- Aſſembly of the Rebels in Pars, to 
$ repreſent the _—__ Eltates; yet without a King, 
Lor a Head, intendeth to be a King of that 


Realm; or to make his Daughter the Queen 
* | e and 
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©and to appoint het a Huſband, to be as hys Queen Elizabeth 
« Vaſlal. 15923 

He hath alſo the Pope ſo addicted to him, as 
© he that never was wont to ſend to any Parts but 
only uh, by Bulls with Lead and Parchmesds, 
© did now levy and ſend an Army into France. 
—_— S — of Defence 
© of Catholick Religion, both he and the Ki. 
© of Spain make War azanft all the Princes of the 
Blood, and Officers of the Realm, being found 
© Catholicks. And ſo they have, by their Ambaſ- 
* fades, lately advertis'd the Pope; as by the Car» 
© dinal Gundy, and Marquis Pyſany, antient Coun- 
Yn gry rs _ So as the 
© Pretence of the und the King of Spain, in 
© that Point, are merely Frumze. hoy 
© Theſe ate the Dangers in Frante, and muſt 

draw England, into like Peril ; 

© without God's ſpecial Goodnefs, and the ſpeedy 
© Support to be given to her Majeſty for Preven- 
© tion thereof. a 

© Now to manifeſt the King of Spain's Attempt 
© to invade England, wh I think no 
* Engliſhman fo want of Feeling to think otherwiſe, 
yet 1 will remember to you divers manifeſt Ar- 
0 thereof; and to ſupply the 
* Want of any Man's Feeling only by Argu- 
ments or Tokens, I will declare to you the 
very Truth of his Determination, by thanifeſt 
* Proofs. So as none ought to think, becauſe he 
© was diſappointed of his Intention for the Con- 
© queſt of England by his huge Navy, therefore 
© he will put that Diſgrace up, and leave of with 
that Lok. But it is beratin, he hath, the two 
* laſt Years, builded a great Number of Ships of 
War, as near as he can to the Mold and Qua- 
* lity of the. Engl/b Navy; finding, by Experience, 
nis monſttous great Ships not fit for our narrow 
Seas. He hath lately armed 2 Number of 'Gal- 
* lies on the Coaſt of Britain, which he intendeth 
* to ſend this Summer to Narwhaven. He hath al- 
' ſo theſe two Years-day, both bought and built 
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6. great Ships in Eaſtland. He hath, both from 
© thence, and by Corruption of our ' faint and co- 
< vetous' Neighbours in Holland, recovered, with 
Silver Hooks, both Mariners, Ships, Cordage, and 
© aff Proviſions. Theſe: being now on the Point 
© of Readineſs to ſerve on the Seas, a good Argu- 
ment may be made, That this Navy muſt be for 
© England, For now that he hath all the Mari- 
< time Coaſt of Britain, and that he hath, in Nor- 
mandy, Newhaven, there is no Service by Sea to 
< enter/into any Part of France with this Navy. 
How he and the. Pope: ply | themſelves to win 
© a Party in England to be ready to ſecond his In- 
« vaſion, I am ſorry and loth to relate; and how 
* far. they have prevailed herein to gain ſo great a 
< Multidude of vulgar People; yea, of ſome that are 
+ of Wealth and Countenance, to adhere to theſe 
Invaders at their Entry, with vain Hopes to at- 
< tain to the Places, Honours, and Livelihoods, of 
© ſuch as. are now known true, natural Engliſh- 
© men, and good Subjects. opt! 
© But, to ſuch as theſe, Arguments will not ſuf- 
© fice to be perſuaded, that this Intention of the 
King of Spain, to invade. this Realm, is certain; 
this that followeth: ſhall fully ſatisfy any Man, 
< yea, any Man that uſeth to believe nothing until 
© he tall ſee'it. There are taken in Scotland; and 
< impriſoned, certain that came firſt out oſ Spain, 
© near afore Chriſimas, from the King; who be- 
fore had been ſent out of Scotland to the King 
© of Spain. Theſe Meſſengers brought Aſſurance 
< to certain Noblemen of the greateſt Calling in 
Scotland, that if they would ſend their Bonds, 
* underitheir Hands and Seals, to ſerve the King of 
Spain, for the Invaſion: of England, by Land, 
next Summer, the King would ſend an Army of 
25, o to the Weſt of Scotland; and would give 
the Noblemen Wages for 10, ooo Scott, to be 
joined with 20,000. of his, to invade England; 
and would keep 5000 of his in Scotland, to aid 
them to over-rule the King of Scots, and to 
+ change the Religion. This Accord oy py 
. „ © fc 
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« fefted by three Noblemen, Earls Arrol, Huntley, Queen — | 


© and Angus; promiſing their own Aſſiſtance, be- 


« ſides Aſſurance, in general Words, of divers more, 
© not yet diſcovered. And for an Earneſt-Penny, 
© theſe Earls have received good Sums of Money 
© from the Low-Countries. a 

| © Now for Proof hereof, the Meſſenger that was 
© ſent, and on Ship-Board, was taken; with the 
Bonds of the Noblemen, ſome ſigned and ſealed 
by them all, and of every Earl a Part, in ſeveral 
Bonds in French and Latin. The , Meſſenger 
© hath confeſſed the whole to the King, who ſo 
© carefully proceeded therein as if he had not tra- 
© yailed therein himſelf; ; ſuch of his Council as 
© were appointed to examine the Parties that were 
© taken, durſt not for fear of the Greatneſs of the 
© Noblemen, that had offended, and were not fled, 
© examine the Meſſenger of any thing that might 
© concern theſe Noblemen. They are ſince all 


© fled; and the King hath gathered of his good Sub- 


© jets a certain Power to purſue them. But it is 
$ doubted, that they will flee into the Weſt Iſlands. 
And from thence either to paſs into Spain, or to 
© have Forces ſent out of Spain. But the King, 
the Day before he went, cauſed one Fentry, an 
© old Practiſer with Spain, for the Queen. of Scots, 
* a Man of a good Houſe and great Wealth, to be 
executed, being a principal Contriver of this Con- 
© piracy. To animate the King to follow this 
* Aticn, her Majeſty hath ſent my Lord of 
F Bourgh. — | 

© Thus far have I obſerved my Purpoſe, to ſhew 
the Danger; and to give Counſel to the Remedy, 
* Hoe opus, hic labor gi. And I would gladly to 
* have ſome Company, of whom I might have 
© fome Light, how to find out the Darkneſs-of the 
© Queſtion; Wherein, when Time ſhall ſerve, I 


* will not be filent, but deliver mine Opinion, 


and reſorm it upon good Ground. 


Mios: 1 
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The. Queen! 8 ts, Means 
the 2 moved 9 ah 0 ai Set 404 
by the Lord-Treaſurer, in the ſame Paper with the 


foregoing Speech. 
For Defence of the Low-Countries | 
f b Thar — 2 130, oool. 
or the Ch r. Huddleftorts 
Time, 2 — 154,000!. 
To the Earl of Leicefter for Sluce 31,000). 
To Sir Thomas Shirley, Feb. 1586. 531,120! 
| Total, 4 846, 71200. 
In Normanay with Lord Mil- 
loughby, for 2 49,283“ 
In Normandy with my Lord of} 


Eſer, with —— Thouſand Men. 
In-Britain with Sir ohn Norris, 

wich 4000 Men. aiding the 
French King wich Money. For 232, oool. 
Maintenance of the Navy on the 
Narrow Seas, ſometimes with 
800, ſometimes with 700, ſome- 


Beke — — keeping of —— 

— 72 12000. a Month ; per 14, 400ʃ. 
For the Office of the Ordnance 62,000). 
Scotland = - < <« 15,0001. 

hind | 5: 1,258.03. 


March the 24th. The Commons ſent up a Bill 
to the Lords, which was entitled, An Ae for the 
Grent of three entire Subſidies and fix Fifteenths 
and Tenths, by the Temporality; and it paſſed the 
— Lords, on the zoth, without any Oppo- 

tion. 
- This is all that the of the Lords give 
us; but, that of the Commons is not ſo _ 
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For after the Ceremonies of the Opening this Seſ- Veen Elizabeth, 
ſion were finiſhed, the next Thing we find enter- 593% + 
ed, is, That on February 24th Mr. Peter Went- ; 
worth and Sir Henry Bromley delivered a Petition to 
the Lord Keeper, therein deſiring the Lords of the 
Upper Houfe to be Suppliants, with them of the 
Lower, unto her Majeſty for Entailing the Succeſſion 
of the Crown ; for which they had a Bill ready 
drawn.” 
This Matter was highly reſented by the Queen, 
as contrary to her former ſtrict Commands. They 
were ſoon after called before the Council; and, 
though the Lords there ſpoke favourably to them, 
Jet were told that her Majeſty was fo high- 
offended at them that they muſt be committed. 
ccordingly, Mr. Wentworth was ſent Priſoner to 
the Tower, Sir Henry Bromley to the Fleet; and — 
one Mr. Richard Stevens and Mr. Weich, two the Privy Coun- 
other Members concerned in drawing the Petition, —_ 2 
were ſent to the Fleet with him. 
This is, an odd Beginning of a Parliament; and of the Co. 
ſhewed the Queen's Reſolution to maintain the 
Prerogative of the Crown in a very high Degree. 
How long theſe four Members were confined is 
uncertain; for, on the 10th of March one Mr. 
Wroth, we are told, moved the Houſe, on the 
Subfidy-Bill, © That fince ſome Countries might 
complain of theſe very large Taxations, their 
Knights and Burgeſſes never conſenting, not being 
preſent at the Grant: And, becauſe, an Inftru- 
ment, by taking away ſome of its Strings, can give 
but an unpleaſant Sound: Therefore, he ed 
that the Houſe would be humble Suitors to her 
Majeſty, that ſhe would be pleaſed to ſet at Liberty 
thoſe Members of it that were reſtrained.” 
This was oppoſed by all the Members of the 
thu ior e in that Houſe; whoargued © That 
her Majeſty had committed them for Reaſons beſt 
known to herſelf; and for them to preſs her in that 
Suit was but to make their Caſe the worſe, They 
added, that it was not to be doubted but her Ma- 
jeſty, of her gracious Diſpoſition, would ſhortly do 
> 
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Queen Elizabeth. it of her own Accord, and that it was much better 
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Debates in the 


Commons, 
the Supply. 
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to have it left to herſelf than ſought for by them. 
It is ſtrange that Camden hath not one Word 
of this memorable Accident, who was Cotempo- 
ry and - muſt be acquainted with it. However, 
this Severity of the Queen's had its Effect; for no 
more Mention is made of Settling the Succeſſion in 
this Parliament, nor in any other of her Reign. 
On the 26th of February, the Buſineſs of a Sup. 
ply was moved in this Houſe; our TJournalift is 
very particular in the Speeches made on that Occa- 
ſion, by the Minifters of State who were Members 


of that Houſe, c. We are told they were not 


entered in the Original Journal Book of the Com- 
mons, but taken from an Anonymous Manuſcript 
Journal, kept by ſome Member of it. This Gen- 
tleman proves to be Heywood Townſhend, Eſq, 
who hath left a ColleQion of all the Proceedings 
in the four laſt Parliaments of Elizabeth, which 
were printed, Folio, London 1680. The Journals 
of Sir Symonds Dewes were not publiſhed till two 
Years aſter, but then they were poſthumous, and 
dedicated to Sir Villougbby Dewes his Son; ſo that 
it is probable he never knew who was the Author 
of the former. This being premiſed, we next 
proceed to the Speeches on the Supply, and firſt 
Sir Robert Cecil. 

Mr. Speaker, 9 | 

As I remember, I have been of this Houſe 
© theſe five Parliaments ; and I have not determi- 
ned to ſay any thing, in theſe Aſſemblies, further 
than my Cogitations ſhould concur with my Con- 
« ſcience in ſaying bare Aye, or No. Give me leave, 
I pray you, to rehearſe an old Saying, and it is 
© in Latin, Nec te collaudes, nec te vitnperes iþſe ; 
© for me to do the one were exceeding Arroganc! , 


and to do the other, I do confeſs, I hope, you 


© will pardon- me. | 
© The Occaſion. of this Parliament, as I take it 
by that which we received: from the honourable 
© and learned Speech of the Lord Keeper * and 
; ? rom 


F ENGLAND.” 367 
from her Majeſty to us in the Higher Houſe, is Queen Elizabeck, 
for the Cauſe of Religion and Maintenance there- 75973: 
of amongſt us, the Preſervation of her _ 
© moſt Royal Perſon, and the Good of this Re m 
© of our Country. All which becauſe they be 
things of moſt dear and greateſt Price, and at 
this preſent in exceeding great and imminent 
Danger, it is moſt behoofful to conſult of ſpeedy 
© Remedies, which ſhould proceed from the wiſeſt 
© Heads, The Enemy to theſe is the King of 
Spain, whoſe Malice and Ambition is ſuch, as 
© together with the Pope, that Antrichriſt of Rome, 
© (for I may well couple them together, the one 
© being always accompanied with Envy at our 
© Proſperity, the other with unſatiable Deſire) makes 
© them by all, Means to ſeek the Subverſion of the 
State. But concerning the firſt, The Cauſe of 
God and his Religion, which her Majeſty pro- 
© feſſed before ſhe came to fit in this Royal Seat; 
© which ſhe hath defended and maintained, and for 
© which Cauſe God hath ſo bleſſed her Govern- 
© ment ſince her Coming to the Crown: Yea, 
© while the Crown was ſcarce warm on her Head, 
© ſhe aboliſhed the Authority of Rome, and did ſet 
* up God's Truth amongſt us; and to her great 
* Renown made this little Land to be a Sanctuary 
* for all the -perſecuted Saints of God : Whereby 
* the People perceived her Magnanimity, Zeal and 
Judgment; Magnanimity in undertaking fo great 
an Enterprize ; Zeal in profeſſing the ſame, not 
for the Shew, but of Sincerity; Judgment in de- 
* tending it and preventing all the Pope's De- 
* ſigns. He ſent forth his Bulls and Miflives againſt 
* her Majeſty, thereby unnaturally depriving her 
* of her natural Right, the Duty and Loyalty 
which her Subjects ſhould owe unto her, &c. He 
touched the many Dangers her Majeſty kad been 
in, which as it cauſed him to fear to think, fo did 
* he tremble to ſpeak concerning the Danger of our 
* Country, and ſo the Loſs of our Lives, Liber- 
* ties,, Wives, Children, annd all other Privileges, 
© Let me not trouble you with things paſt ſo long, 
, - 
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« paſt of late Years and — When 
© we were fo ſecure, and never thought that the 
King of Spain would have ſet up his Reſt for 
<E 3 then ſent he his Navy termed Inuin- 
© cible, and was almoſt upon the Backs of. us before 
© we wert aware, Yea, we were fo ſlack in Pro- 
© vition, that it was too late to make Reſiſtance, 
© had not God preſerved us. His Attempt againſt 
© us, by ſeeking to win the Low-Countries and to 
© obtain Ireland, being but Trifles and pa De. 
© vices, which I mean not to trouble you with; he 
© hath now of late gone about to win France, 
© wherein he hath greatly prevailed, as in Larrain 
© and in other Parts, as you have heard, but ſpe- 
© cially in Britaxy, having moſt Part of the Port- 
Tons in his Poſſeſſion, whither he ſtill ſendeth 


« Supply daily, and reinfarces them every four or 
« five Months, which cnn ay ae and his 


Men and Forces never wanting. This Province 

© he eſpecially deſireth, for it lyeth moſt fitly to 

* annoy us, whither he may ſend Forces continual- 
in a Readineſs; the 

* which 

Wi 


„ unleſs he had the 
ind in a Bag. Beſides, having this Province, 


© he will keep us from Traffick to Rochell and 

| doth in the Streights from Tri- 
© poly and St. Jean de Luxe : And fo hinder us from 
© carrying forth and bringing into this Land any 


0 uld bring to paſs ſee how hurtful it 
2 — to this Land. 

But to deſcend yet lower into theſe latter Ac- 
tions. He bath foen it is but 2 * make 


-_ 
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© Wooden-Bridges to paſs into England, therefore Queen Elizabeth? 
© he hath found out a ſurer Way and ſtronger Paſ= 7592-3 
© ſage into it by Land, and that by Scotland; which 
though it be not talked of on the Exchange, nor 
* preached at Pauls Croſs, yet it is moſt true; and 
© in Scotland as common as the High-way, „That 
ehe hath procured unto him many of the Nobility 
there. It may be he hath ſent thither no great 
© Navy, and that her Majeſty would not ſuffer him 
* to do; yet, do what ſhe can, ſome one Paltry 
* Fly-Boat may eſcape her Majeſty's Ships, and 
carry Gold enough in her to make them Traitors, 
© and ftir them to Sedition, Theſe Things her 
* Majeſty underſtood before, and 4 the 
King thereof; which the Effect hath proved to 
* be true. For unleſs I be deceived, the laſt Let- 
© ters, that came from thence, might ſhew that the 
© King is gone to make a Road intothe North, and 
* to bring back the Lord Bothwell and the Lord 
* Huntly. The King of Spain's Malice thus daily 
© increaſeth againſt us, and ſeeketh alſo to ſtir up 
* Sedition amongſt us by his Inftruments. The 
© Number alſo of Papi/ts daily increaſeth, or at 
leſtwiſe becomes more manifeſt. My Advice is, 
* that you would conſult how to withſtand ſuch 
* imminent Dangers, which the greater they be, 
the ſooner they ſhould be looked into and remem- 
© bred. Wherefore I would defire Mr. Speaker, 
© that he would appoint ſome Committees of the 
© ſufficienteſt and wiſeſt Men in the Houſe to con- 
* fider thereon,” 


Then Sir F:hn Molley ſpake to the like Ef- 
tet, ſaying, © That upon the Cauſe of the Dan- 
ger the Realm was now in, and of the Remedy, 
his Speech ſhould conſiſt; which he likened to a 
* natural Body, in which the more Danger the 
principal Member was in, the greater Means there 
* ſhould be uſed for the Preſervation thereof. 
* Roan being made now Admiral of France by 
the League, ſhould ſay, that he was a poor Ad- 


' mifal now, but yet he doubted not, but that ſhort- 
Vo. IV. | A a © ly 


% 


yo. . 


The Parliamentary H 18ToRY 


Den Vlizabeth. * ly he ſhould beable to bring ſuch a Navy as ſhould 
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© terrify the Queen of England. Alſo he ſhewed 
© how the Princes of the Holy League had conſpi- 
© red the Overthrow of the Realm, the Extirpation 
© of Religion, and the Confuſion of her Majeſty 
© and her loyal Subjects. And exhorted the Hou: 
© now, becauſe the Seaſon of the Year groweth on 
© which calleth many of the Knights and Burgeſſes 
© to be in their Countries, beſides the Sickneſs being 
in the Town, ſo that many of that Houſe 
© knew not whether they lodged in Houſes infected 
© or not, that they would ſeek to diſpatch and end 
© the Parliament ſo ſoon as might be. He alſo 
© ſhewed how the Dunkirkers troubled our Fiſher- 
© men in ſmall Barks upon the Sea-coaſts. And 
© ſo that this Matter might be committed to ſome 
© of the ſufficienteſt in the Houſe. He alſo ex- 
© horted the Houſe to a ſpeedy Agreeing of a Sub- 
© fidy : Which, conſidering the D ers we were 
© in, and that it was for our own Good, as alſo, 
© for her * he hoped that no good Subject 
© but would willingly agree to it. Alſo, he ſhew- 
© ed, that the Wars with the King of Spain had 
© coſt her Majeſty a Million of Money : But this 
© he avouched, that where it coſt her Majeſty one, 
< it coſt the King of Spain three. 


Then Sir John Forteſeue ſaid, © They that ſpake 
© before me, ſpake ſufficiently of the Authors of 
our Troubles of the great 3 which is now 


© imminent, inſomuch that it is come to this 


© Point now, Non utruin imperare, ſed utrum vi- 
© vere, I will ſpeak of nothing but that which 
concerns my Calling. Her Majefty not being 
only careful for the Preſervation of her own 
© Realm, but of her Neighbours alſo; ſhe hath not 
© only defended her own Subjects from being in- 
© yaded, but alſo hath aided Strangers which want- 


ed Money, with whom otherwiſe it would hare 

gone ill by this Time both with them and our- 

'< ſelves. Inſomuch that the Burthen of four 

© Kingdoms hath reſted upon her Majef y you 
| P 
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« ſhe hath maintained with her Purſe, England, Queen Elizabeth. 
France, Ireland, and Scotland. For how could 15973. 
the French King, at his firſt Coming to the 
« Crown, have held out againſt thoſe Leaguers, had 
c not her Majeſty aſſiſted him with her Men and 
Money, which hath coſt her Majeſty above a 
| hundred thouſand Pound? For it is well known 
that the French Kin had not been able to with- 
ö ſtand the Duke of Parma's coming into France, 
| had it not been for our Engliſh Men and Money. 
' As for the Low-Countries, they have ſtood her 
'M ajeſty yearly, ſince ſhe undertook the Defence of 
) them, one hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds, — 
: All which her Majeſty beſtowed for the Good of 
d the Realm, to free us from War at home. Be- 
e 
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* ſides, when her Majeſty came to the Crown, ſhe 
* found it four Millions indebted; her Navy when 
p | the came to view it, ſhe found greatly decayed : 9 
e Vet all this She hath diſcharged, and ( hanks to „ 
5 God) i is nothing indebted; and now ſne is able to 4 | 
8 match any Prince in Europe which the Spaniards bl 
os , found when they came to invade us. Yea, ſhe 1 
ad * hath with her Ships compaſſed the whole World, g 
1 vhereby this Land is made famous throughoùt 6 
e, * all Places. She did find in her Navy all Iron- xl 
© Pieces, but ſhe hath furniſhed it with Artillery of | 
© Braſs; ſo that one of her Ships is not a Subje&t 1 
ke © but rather a petty King's Wealth. As for her own 
of private Expences, they have been little in Build- 
OW ing; ſhe hath conſumed little or nothing in her 
his © Pleaſures. As for her Apparel, it is Royal and Y 
u. Princely, beſeeming her Calling, but not ſump- A 
ich © tuous nor exceſſive. The Charges of her Houſe | 


ing © ſmall, Yea, never leſs in any King's Time. And 
wn a any (by God's Grace) ſhe will free her Sub- 
not ects from . Trouble which hath come by the 
We eans of Purveyors. Wherefore ſhe * 
ant- < that every good Subject will affiſt her Ma ajefty 
| with his Purſe, ſeeing it concerns his own Goc d 
Our- * and the Preſervation of his Eſtate. For before 
fou? © that any of us would lofe the leaſt Member of 
© his Body, we would beſtow a great deal, and 
cla AS * tick 
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Queen Elieabeth. © ſtick for no Coſt nor Charges: How much mere 
139 ˙3. Body 


© ought we in this political » whereof not on- 
© ly a Member but the whole is in Jeopardy, if 
© we do not make haſte to the Preſervation there- 
© of? And for theſe Subſidies which are granted 
© nowadays toher Majeſty, they are leſs by half than 
© they were in King Henry the VIIIch's Time, 


© Now although her 2 has borrowed ſome 
id 


© Money of her Subjects es her Subſidies, yet 
© ſhe has truly repaid and anſwered every one 
© fully. I defire the Matter may be put to a 


Committee.“ 


Mr. Francis Bacon ſpake to the Effect follow- 


ing, viz, That which theſe Honourable Perſo- 


© nages have ſpoken of their Experiences, May it 
© pleaſe you to give me leave likewiſe to deliver of 
© my common Knowledge. The Cauſe of Aſ- 
« ſembling all Parliaments hath been hitherto for 
© Laws or Moneys : The one being the Sinews of 
© Peace, the other of War. To the one I am 
not privy, but the other 1 ſhould know. I did 


take great Contentment in her Majeſty's Speech 


© the other Day delivered by the Lord-Keeper, 
© how that it was a Thing not to be done ſuddenly 
© nor at one Parliament, nor ſcarce a whole Year 
© would ſuffice to purge the Statute- Book, and leſ- 


_ © ſen the Volume of Laws; being ſo many in 


Number, that neither common People can prac- 
© tiſe them, nor the Lawyer ſufficiently underſtand 
© them: Than the which nothirig ſhould tend 


The Romans appointed ten Men, who were 


to correct and recal all former Laws, and to ſet 


© forth thoſe twelve Tables ſo much of all Men to 
© be commended. The Athenians likewiſe appoint- 
© ed fix for that Purpoſe. And Lewis the IXth, 
King of France, did the like in Reforming his Laws. 
The reſt of his Argument tended to the appointing 
a ſelect and grave Committee, both to conſider 
of the Danger of the Realm, and of ſpeedy 


Supply and Aid to be given to her Majeſty. * And 


«© thereupon 
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thereupon the Houſe did accordingly nomi- Veen Elizabeth” 
nate the ſaid Committee, to deliberate and 5923. 
conſult in what Proportion they might now 

relieve her Majeſty with Subſidies, in reſpect of 

thoſe many and great Enemies againſt . whoſe 

Power and Malice ſhe was to provide, and pre- 


are for neceſſary Defence and Preſervation of her 
calms and Dominions . 


On the 27th of February Mr. Morrice movd t en 1 
the Houſe, * Touching the hard Courſes of the Bi- tion for a Bill 10 
* ſhops and Ordinaries, and other Eccleſiaſtical reform the Abue 
Judges in their Courts, uſed towards ſund _— ty 19mg 
learned and godly Miniſters and Preachers of this ; 
© Realm, by way of Inquiſition, Subſcription and 
© binding Abſolution, contrary (he ſaid) to the 
© Honour of God, the Regality of her Majeſty, 
© the Laws of this Realm, and the Liberty of the 
« SubjeCts of the ſame; compelling them, upon 
© their own Oaths, to accuſe themſelves in their 
© own private Actions, Words and Thoughts, if 
they ſhall take fuch Oaths, becaufe they know 
* not to what Queſtions they ſhall anſwer till after 
* the Time they be ſworn; and alſo after ſuch 
Examination proceed againſt them by Depriva- 
tion, Degradation or Suppreſſion, upon ſuch their 
* own Accuſations of themſelves. And if they 
* refuſe to take ſuch Oath, then they commit them 
to Priſon, and there keep and detain them at 

their own Pleaſure, - not abſolving or releaſin 
* them until they ſhall firſt have taken a — 
Oath of their Canonical Obedience to their Or- 
re * dinaries: And ſhewing further at large, the great 
* Inconvenience thereby grown unto the free Sub- 
* jets of this Realm, Doth in the End pray a Con- 


u- ſultation to be had therein by this Houſe, for 
h, * Redreſs of the ſaid Enormities; and offereth un- 


to Mr. Speaker two Bills, the one concerning 
ng * the ſaid Inquiſitions, Subſcriptions and Offering 
der * of Qaths, and the other concerning the Impri- 
* ſonments upon their Refuſal of the ſaid Oaths ; 
\nd praying that the ſaid latter Bill which concerneth 
po 4h Aa 3 the 
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Queen Elizabeth, © the ſaid Impriſonments might be read, and the 


5 other to be offered to this Houſe at ſome other 
© more convenient Time. | 


Mr. Dalton (a) anſwer'd to the following Effect, 
This Bill pretends great Things in Shew, tendingto 
© the Hindrance of God's Service, and the Deroga- 
© tion of her Majeſty's Prerogative, to the Over- 
© throw of our Laws and Violating of our Liber- 
ties: Things, Lfay, great in Shew, but no ſuch 
© Things to be found in the Matter ſpoke againſt, 
elt is eaſy to make of a Mole-Hill a Mountain in 
Words, fo by a well compiled Spetch to make a 
F great and dangerous Thing of — nay, 2 
Thing indeed needleſs; for that the State hath 
© hitherto always ftood upon this Government. 
And fo he ſhewed how Eccleſiaſtical Government 
was diſtin from Temporal, The Reaſons: he 
gave were few or none; only his great Diſlike 
was, that having received ſtrait Commandment 
from her Majeſty, not to meddle with Things 
concerning the Reformation of the Church and 

© State of this Realm, therefore in his Opinion 
the Bill ought tobe ſuppreſſed. 
Sir John . wi . alſo againſt the Bill, 
< Difallowing the. Matters in it: And taking it as 
; too buſy a Medling in ſuch a Thing ſo forbidden 
by her Majeſty, ſo he thought it not fit that it 
© ſhould be read. Ane 2 2 


Sir Francis Knowles anſwer d, That whereas it 
ns condemned as ſeeking the Overthrow of a 
Member of the State, and ſo againſt the Law; 
it tended, in his Opinion, but, to the Reforming 

© of Abuſes, and ſo Reſtraining of the Prelates, that 

if they meddle againſt the Laws, they ſhall in- 
© cura Præmunire. So that he thought the Bill to 
de good and fit to be read.” 9, 


Dr. Lewen anſwer'd Mr. Morrice. He endea- 

vour'd to ſhew, That as the natural Body was 
' (a) Author of The Country Juſtice: A Book of known Charic- 
ter in the Law, d N 
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delighted in Change, ſo was it alſo in the politic Quee Elizabeth. 
Body, greedy of Alteration. That this Everſion 13983: 
© of Biſhops had long been ſought for; and in 
© ſhooting at their Juriſdiction, their Aim was at 
© their Places; as being no more able to ſtand the 
© one without the other, than a Houſe without a 
Foundation. Then he entred into a Diſcourſe of 
© Government, as Monarchies, Ariſtocracies and 
£ Democracies. He app:ov'd the Monarchies; and, 
© in the Moſt famous Monarchies in the World, 
© ſhewed this Government now exerciſed by the 
< Biſhops to have been uſed. He endeavoured to 
prove the Biſhops to be ſuch a Part of the Body 
Politic, as without them it could be no Body. 
And in comparing it with the State of the natu- 
© ral Body, he termed the Prince and the Coun- 
© ſellors of the Sate to be as the Senſes, and as 
the Head; the Biſhops and Miniſters as the 
Shoulders and Arms; the common People the 
© Legs. Now to take away the Shoulders from 
the Body, were as great a Blemiſh and Prejudice 
* as to have the Fingers tied unto the Shoulders. 
* Then came he to three Parts of Mr. Aorrice's 
Speech, Inguiſition, Subſcription, and binding Ab- 
© ſolution. Inquijition. he proved lawful ; | Firſt, Be- 
* cauſe.it had been ſo long uſed, and in the greateſt 
© Monarchies allowed. - For before Inquiſition 
came in, the Manner of Tryal was by Accuſa- 
tion, and then the Party accuſing was to ſuffer 
t the Penalty that the Law inflicted upon the Party 
23 {© accuſed, if he failed in his Accuſation. Then 
* it might be that the Party accuſed, if the Accu- 
: 6 fon failed in his Accuſation, might ſollicit two 
t Witneſſes to anſwer for him, which was ſufficient 
5 to acquit him: So the guilty eſcaped, and the 
K © guiltleſs Accuſer was puniſhed. This ſceming 
| * grievous, they changed their Tryals into Inquiſi- 
tions. And whoſoever reads Demoſthenes and 
5 Tully, ſhall ſee how uawillingly they were hired 
# i" 15. And if we look into the/ Laws of 
this Realm, it is altogether b Ingupſitions in 
Courts Baron, Leets, — in the King's; Courts, 
* . . 
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0 + Antiquity of the Tryal.” But it cannot be proved 
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Queen — and in the Star Chamber. So that this Courſe 


b is as lawful in the Eccleſiaſtical as in the Tem- 
4 poral Law. Subſcription was a Thing we were 
* bound unto by Statute. The like was uſed in 
© our Churches as at Geneva, ſo as allowable here. 
« Abſolution, termed Binding, is no other than in 
© the Common Law; for in the Writ, de Excom- 
© municat9 capiendo, the Party abſolved is to be 
* ſworn ad ſervandum Jus, and his Oath to per- 
form the Law in this Abſolution is not grievous: 
© Whereas otherwiſe the Party accuſed was to find 
« Pledges for the ſame, Nay, it is a Liberty to 
* him, when upon his Oath he may be freed. 
And fo as to the Bill, he thought it fitteſt that 
eit ſhould be firſt conſidered of by the Biſhops and 
* Judges of the Realm before it were read.” 

. 

Mr. Henry Finch ſpoke to the fame Purpofe. And 
then Mr. Oliver St John ſpoke for the Bill. © It hath 
F been the Manner of this Houſe to allow a Mix- 
© ture in ſpeaking, and after the Grave, Honour- 


Sable and Wiſeſt, then to hear the Meaneſt alſo, 


© For myſelf, 4 2 but yqung, yet will I ſhew 
© unto you Matter which is old. In Anſwer to 
© them that fpake laſt, the antient Charter of this 


7 l N liber Homo, &c. which is 


y vio 2 by Biſhops Juriſdiction. Vou 


* — 4 what Things Thomas Becket ſtood upon 


* againſt the King, "which Things are now alſo 


 *crept in. And for more full Anfwer of one that 
ſpake before, his Antiquity and Preſcription can- 
not be allowed in this Government for any Rea- 


* ſon; for fo were. the Official Proſtitutes to take 
© and exact Fees, becauſe Time out of Mind they 
© had done ſo; and ſet it down that it was an- 
c ſwered in the Parliament Houſe, That Thieves 


216 may. preſcribe to take Purſes on Shooters- Hill, be- 


© cauſe Time out of Mind they had dope ſo. 


t For that of Iguiſition, it ſeems to him (ſpe- 
* 7 J that ſpake laſt, to be allowed hefore that 


T rya] by Accifition' 3 Firſt, By reafon of the 
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© ſo ancient as the Manner of Tryals by Accuſa- W*® 2 
tions. For in Jahn, the adulterous Woman be * 
© ing brought to Chriſt, he aſked who were her 

« Accuſers ? And for that Manner of Accuſation, 

© the Lawyers themſelves ſpeak againſt it; for one 

« ſaith of it, Ut libere re quod ſentiam, nun- 

© quam mihi placebat. For Subſcription, the Statute 

« alledged is meant but a Subſcription to certain 

« Articles in Religion, and not a Subſcription in 

© this Form. And becauſe it is allowed in Geneva, 

© {o to allow it here, that is no Reaſon, For in 

© Geneva there be many Things allowed, which 

the Party ſpeaking would, I dare ſay, be loth to 

© have uſed here. As to Ab/elution, there is no 

© ſuch Oath to be required therein in our Writ de 

© Excommunicato capiends, as was ſaid. ' So I think 


© the Bill very worthy and fit to be read.” 


_ 
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Sir Robert Cecil anſwer'd, © I am unwilling to 
© ſpeak, yea, Iſpeak againſt my Will; and to an- 
© ſwer Speeches well ſtudied and premeditated upon 
© the ſudden, it is hard for me. What the Bill 
© containeth, I am ignorant of; and whether to 
© allow of it or not, I will ſuſpend my Opinion. 
© To ſay the Truth, the Man that offered it was 
© learned and wiſe, and one whom love; yet a 
© Bill to be offered and inforced in this Sort, being 
© of ſuch Effect, I know not how to allow of it. 
For her Majeſty hath ſtraitly forbidden to meddle 
© in ſuch Caſes; yet not forgetting the Cauſe, ſhe 
© had, in her Excellent Vliſdom, cared and intend- 
© ed that a Redreſs ſhould be had of Things that 
are amiſs. To which End her Majeſty, before 
© the Parliament ſummoned, had directed her Let- 
| ©ters to the Archbiſhops to certify her, 
© Now her Highneſs's Care for our Good ſhall 
, be prevented, by -— Bag Speaking of theſe 
Things before our Time. Sure it is not fit, and 
her Majeſty cannot but be offended at it. For 
* the Bill, I proteſt, I know it not; but it ſeem- 
*eth to contain Things needful. Wherefore, it 
were fitteſt it ſhould be commended to her _ 

ou | *iefty, 
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Queen Elizabeth. © jeſty, and ſo recommended unto us, And if ! 
1592-5" © may do this Office and Service for the Houſe, I 

© will in all dutiful Love and Service do it. But 

< if the other Courſe be taken, I fear the Things 

< ſought will be denied for the Violence uſed in it. 


Then Mr. Speaker ſaid, In Favour and free 
© Love, above my Merits or Deſert, you have 
elected me, which ſhould bind me to do all my 
© beſt Service, and to be faithful toward you. This 
Bill delivered me is long, and containeth import- 
ant Matters of great Weight, and ſuch Matters 
© as cannot be expreſſed in few Wards. It hath 
many Parts, and if you put me preſently to open 
© it, I cannot fo readily underſtand it, and do it 
© as I ſhould; for indeed it is a Matter far above 
© my ordinary Practice: And to deliver a Thing 
© before I conceive it, I could not. Wherefore, if 
it would pleaſe you to give me leave to conſider 
of it, I proteſt, I will be faithful, and keep it 
with all Sectecy? ) 3 
Flereupon the Houſe was in Queſtion, whether 

it ſhould be committed to the Speaker only, or to 
Aae, te red The Privy-Council and him: But it was holden to 
offending the de againſt the Order,of the Houſe, that any Bil 
Queen, "Mould be committed before it was read. There- 
fore, upon a, Motion made by Mr..J/roth, it was 
greed, that Mr. Speaker ſhould have jt.” 


Debate on the kill The ſame Day, in a Debate on the Bill relating to 
relating to Rec” Recuſants, Mr. Nathanael Bacon ſaid, The Children 
— might not be committed to the Biſhop of the 
Dieceſe, becauſe their Chancellors are ſo much 
affected to the Canon Law, that ſome are in- 

; © feed with Popiſh Religion. Beſides, the Office 

of Biſhops is to preach; and this Duty in the 

sone Calling ſhould not be hindered by other 

Affairs committed to their Care, Wheretore 

© fitter it is, that the Juſtices of Aſſize ſhould 

© have the Appointment. of them. : 

Sir Edward Stafford. It may be the Party b 

* Enemy to him to whom the Child is committed, 
1 85 "TER N 6 therefore 


© of the Child of a Recufant. And it were fit to 
© make a Provifo that no Party, being next Heir 
© to the Child, ſhould be his Guardian. And the 


© keeping of Servants Recuſants.“ After all theſe 


the ſaid Supply ſhould be granted. Then Mr. Na- 


the Houſe that it was alſo agreed by them, That 
the preſent Neceffities of the State, moving them 


* Subfidies, but withal defired theſe Things: 
That it might be lawful for every Subject to 


of ENGLAND. 379 


© therefore the Commitment ought to be by two Queen Elizabeth, 
© of three. | | | 1892-3. 


Mr. Vrotb ſaid, The Law hath no Proviſo for 
© Leaſes, nor Remedy is appointed, as by the Diſ- 
© treſs or otherwiſe, how the Guardian is to come 
dy the Money appointed to him for the Cuſtody 


© Recuſant not to forfeit Ten Pounds a Month 
© for the Keeping of his Wife; otherwiſe for 


Speeches, it was agreed to commit the Bill to all 
of the Privy Council and many other Members. | 

On the 28th of February, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer reported from the Committee, that they 
had conſidered. of the Supply, and had agreed that 
two entire Subſidies, and four Fifteenths and Tenths, 
ſhould be granted to her Majeſty, if the Houſe 
ſhould think fit. Upon which the Queſtion was 
put, and it was agreed by the whole Houſe that 


thandel Bacon, one of the Committee, informed 


to grant the ſaid double Taxes, might be entered 
in the Bill, —_ 


Sir Henry Knivett ſpoke fext, Allowing the 1 
on the Supply. 


© annoy the King of Spain that would, that weak 
Forces might not be ſpent againſt him, but a 
Royal Army. That we ould not wreſtle 
© with him on our own Ground, but Abroad. 
Further, that all her Majeſty's Debtors might 
* becalled in, and her Majeſty to have Power to 
* ſell all the Debtors Lands, of what Eftate ſoeyer 
© they were ſeized of. No Steward or Commiſſio- 
{ ner but to anſwer her Majeſty the Royal Fines 

=” | | "apd 
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QueenElizabeth. © and Sums they received. All her Woods to be 


© viewed, and the great Timber to be for Sale, 
© the Copy- Wood to be ſold to encreaſe the Reve- 
© nues. Licences granted to any to have Benefit 
© of penal Statutes, to be taken in and the whole 
© Benefit of Inns and Alehouſes to come to the 
© Queen. By this new Statute againſt Recuſants, 
© their Children to be committed to Perſons of 
© ſound Religion. The whole Benefit of their 


© Relief and Living to come to the Queen, deduct- 


© ing only Charges for Education of Children. 


Serjeant Harris on the Subſidy, Becauſe 
< Parliaments were ſeldom, whereas by the Statute 
© of 4 Edward III. they may be — every Vear. 
The Subſidies to be granted to maintain Wars; 
© but whether it be War or no War; as yet we 
© know not: And the Things which we take from 
© the Spaniard is doubted by many not to be lawful 
© Prize. Therefore deſires in the Subſidies to have 
© it ſet down, that thoſe Subſidies be to maintain a 
War impulſive and defenſive againſt the Spaniard.” 


Sir Walter Raleigh ſeconded his Speech, agree- 
ing in all Things with the Serjeant, and ſaid, He 
© knew many Gat held it not Jawful in Conſci- 
© ence, as the Time js, to take from the Spani- 
© ard; : And he knew, that if it might be lawful 
© and open War, there would be more voluntary 
© Hands to fight againſt the Spaniard, than the 


Queen ſhould ſtand in Need of to ſend to Sea. 


After the former and other like Speeches, in 
which alſo ſome had moved, that to make the 


Wars againſt the King of Spain and his Subjects 
lawful and warrantable, it ſhould be in ſerted into 


the Preamble. of the ſaid Bill [That ſo great and 
extraordinary Supply was at this Time given for 
the reſiſting of his Power and preventing of his 


Malice] it was ordered © That a Committee, conſiſt- 


ing of all the Serjeants at Law, and ſeveral other 
Members, be appointed to draw the Articles and 


Preamble of the ſaid Bill accordingly ; to the End 


> ſame being conſidered” of afterwards by this 


Houſe 
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Houſe, may be delivered by Mr. Speaker to her Queen Elizabeth» 
Majeſty's learned Counſel, for the framing and #5973 
drawing of the ſaid Bill.” 
Notwithſtanding all this, the Houie went on 
but lowly in the Matter; occaſioned by an Affair 
of another Nature, which will appear in the Sequel. 
March iſt, the Houſe was informed that two 
Meſſengers from the Lords attended at the Door. 
After being let in, they acquainted the Houſe © That 
their Lordſhips hell fra them, to put this Houſe —— — 
in Mind of what the Lord Keeper had intimated ten it. 
in his Speech, on the firſt Day of this Parliament, 
concerning the Neceſſities of the State and Pro- 
© vifion of Money to be made againſt the great 
and imminent Danger this Realm was threatened 
* with from its mighty Enemies. That their 
« Lordſhips expected to have heard from the Com- 
'© mons, about this Matter, before this Time; 
and therefore had omitted to do any Thing in it 
© themſelves. But now they defired this Houſe 
© would appoint a Committee, to confer with their 
© Lordſhips about this Buſineſs, according to the A Conference- 
© antient and laudable Uſage of both Houſes,” On appointed there- 
which Meſſage a Committee was appointed ac- en. 
cordingly, who were to confer with a certain 
Number of the Lords that Afternoon. 


© The next Day Sir Robert Cecill, one of the 
Committees appointed by this Houſe for Confer- 
ence with the Committees of the Lords, ſhewed, 
That he and the Reſidue of the Committees of 
* this Houſe did Yeſterday, in the Afternoon, repair 
| * unto the ſaid Committees of the Lords at the 
Place appointed, where the Lord Treaſurer of 
| © England, in the Name of the Reſidue of the ſaid 
ö 
ö 


* Committees of the Lords, ſhewed unto the 
Committees of this Houſe the great and pre- 
© ſent Need of Proviſion of Treaſure to be em- 
. ployed for the Defence of the Realm againſt 
the Invaſion of the great and mighty Enemies 
© unto this Realm and State; and ſhewing further, 
$ ' * that the double Subſidy and Fiſteenths and Tentbs 
e « laſtly 
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Queen Elieabeth, © laſtly granted unto her Majeſty, amounting but 


© unto two hundred and fourſcore thouſand Pounds 
her Majeſty hath nevertheleſs, in theſe Defenſive, 
Wars, expended of her own Treaſure alone, 
© ten hundred and thirty thouſand Pounds ſince the 
Time of the granting of the ſaid double Subſiq 
© and of the ſaid Fifteenths and Tentbs. And that 
therefore their Lordſhips, weighing the great pre- 
© ſent Neceſſity of greater and more ſpeedy Supply 
© of Treaſure to be had than two entire Sub/idies 
© and four Fifteenths, do negatively affirm, that 
© their Lordſhips will not give, in any wiſe, their 
Aſſents to paſs any Act in their Houſe of leſs 
© than three entire Subſidies, to be paid in the three 
© next Years, at two Payments in every of the 
© ſame Years; the firſt to begin ſoon after the next 


© Eafter, and the ſecond ſoon after the next Mi. 


© chaelmas, and ſo yearly after Eaſter and Michael. 
nas during the ſaid three Years. And that as to 
* what Proportion of Benevolence, or unto how 


much their Lordſhips would give their Aſſents in 


© that Behalf, they would not as then ſhew unto 
© the faid Committees of this Houſe. But inſiſting 


for Conference again to be had, he further urged 


© that this Houſe might be moved to yield a greater 
< Supply. To which End he alledged, that the 

late Subſidies were very ſmall, and were al- 
© ſo impoſed, for the moſt Part, upon the meaner 
© Sort of her Majeſty's Subjects; declaring, that 
© he knew one Shure of this „ wherein there 
© were many Men of good Living and Counte- 
© nance, but none of them, inthe ſaid laſt Subſidies, 
© aſſeſſed at above fourſcore Pound Lands per An- 


1. And that in the City of London alſo, 


© where the greateſt Part of the Riches of the 
© Realm are, there was no one aſſeſſed at above 


two hundred Pound Goods a Man, and that 


© not yet paſt above four or five ſuch.” Which 
Speech, in Effect, being ended, He, in Con- 
© cluſion, referred the further Conſideration there- 
© of to the Gravity of the Houſe.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Francis Bacon, as ſoon as Sir Robert Cecil] Ween Elizabethe 
had made an End of the former Report of the u- 973 
ſineſs, ſpoke next. He yielded to the Subſi- 
dy, but miſliked that this Houſe ſhoald join 
© with the Upper Houſe in the Granting of it. 

For the Cuſtom and Privilege of this Houſe hath which being re- 
© always been, firſt to make Offer of the Subſidies ported occaſions 
© from hence, then to the Upper Houſe; except it &** Debate. 
© were that they preſent a Bill unto this Houſe 

© with Deſire of our Aſſent thereto, and then to 

© ſend it up again. And Reaſon it is, that we 

© ſhould ſtand upon our Privilege, ſeeing the Bur- 

© then reſteth upon us, as the greateſt Number; 

nor is it Reaſon the Thanks ſhould be theirs. 

And in joining with them in this Motion, we 

© ſhall derogate from ours; for the Thanks will be 

« theirs, and the Blame ours, they being the firſt 

© Movers. | 

« Wherefore I wiſh, that, in this Action, we 

© ſhould proceed, as heretofore we have done, apart 

- © by ourſelves, and not join with their Lordſhips. 
And to ſatisfy them, who expect an Anſwer from 
© us To-morrow, ſome Anſwer ſhould be made in 
© obſequious and dutiful Manner,” 

Then out of his Boſom he drew an Anſwer, fra- 


N med by himſelf, to this Effect; That they had 
. © conſidered of their Lordſhips Motion, and 
. © thought upon it as was fit; and, in all Willing- 
at © neſs, would addreſs themſelves to do as ſo great a 
ge © Cauſe deſerved. To join with them, he ſaid, 
25 © he could not, but with Prejudice to the Privilege 
8 © of the ſaid Houſe, Wherefore he deſired, as 
= © they were wont, ſo that now they might pro- 
" © ceed herein by themſelves, apart from their Lord - 
he © ſhips; and that they might do it without Diſ- 
ve * content.” To this Purpoſe he cited a Precedent 
at © in Henry VIllth's Time (5), where Cardinal Wol- 
ch © ſey came down into the Houſe of Commons, 
* * and informed them what Neceſſity there was of 
* © a Subſidy; and that thereupon the Houſe took it 

to Conſideration, apart by themſeves, and at 
Ir. | © large 


M See the Proceedings hereupon, in Vol, III. p. 29, « ſeq. 
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Queen Elizabeth. „large granted it. By which it ſhould ſeem that 


© he did infer, that the Lords might indeed give 
© Notice unto the ſaid Houſe of Commons, what 
© Need or Danger there was, but ought not to 
© preſcribe them what to give, as at the Meeting 
© of the Committee the Lord Treaſurer had done. 

© Whereupon the Houſe order'd, that the forme: 
Committee ſhould meet again in the Afternoon, 
And being met 3 great Part thereof was 
ſpent in arguing what the Matter was which was re- 
ferred unto them by the Houſe; whether a Subſidy 
ſhould be yielded, and that fignified for an Anſwer 
from them to the Lords: Or whether the Com- 
mittees were only to conſider of an Anſwer accord- 
ing to Mr. Bacans Motion, That this Houſe 
would alone, by themſelves, conſider of the Sub- 
ſidy, without joining.” 

Theſe following ſpake for the Subſidy, eſpecially 
inforcing the Neceſſity of it. 


Sir William Moore ſhewed, firſt, That her 
© Majefty had more Cauſe to have the Subſidy than 
© had H. VIII. E. VI. or Queen Mary; for Hen- 
© ry's Wars continued not, tho' they were violent for 
the Time. His Wars were impulſive, and not de- 
fenſive. He had the Suppreſſion of all the Ab- 
* bies, a Matter of great Riches unto him. He 
© had a Benevolence, and then a Subſidy, paid with- 


in three Months. Edward VI. had Chantries, and 


<. all the Church-Plate, for Relief, paid him. Queen 


Mary had a Relief, paid her, which ſhe never re- 


© paid, But her Majeſty that now is, hath been a 
© continual Defence of her own Realm and her 


- © Neighbour's Kingdoms, England, Ireland, France, 


© and the Low Countries; yet hath ſhe repaid the 
Loans, and had not ſuch Helps. 

Sir George Carey ſaid, I ſpeak for the Subſidy, 
© (firſt anſwering one that had ſaid, We muſt 
regard them and their Eſtates for whom we are 
here) ſaying, he regarded and came for them as 
© was meet; and they will more thank us for tak- 
ing ſomewhat from them, than if we 5 a- 

bandun 
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bandon them and leave them and all that they Wet Elizabeth, 
have to the Spoil of the Enemy; which will be, 392 
* if, with our Forces, we provide not to withſtand 
them. For imminent Dangers hang over our 
Heads, and are intended to us this Summer. 
© The Spaniard already hath ſent ſeven thouſand 
© Piſtoles of Gold in to Scotland to corrupt the 
© Nobility; and, to the King; twenty thouſand 
© Crowns now lately were diſpatch'd, out of France, 
into Scotland, for the Levying of three thouſand, 
© which the. Scottiſh Lords have promiſed; and 
© the King of Spain will levy 44 — more, 
© and give them all Pay, Her Majeſty is deter- 
© mined to ſend Sir Francis Drake to Sea, to en- 
© counter them with a great Navy, Wherefore 
© this our Danger is to be prevented, and thoſe her 
« Majeſty's infinite Charges by us to be ſupplied.” 
Sir Walter Raleigh ſpake for the Subſidy, not only 
(as he proteſted) to pleaſe the Queen, to whom 
he was infinitely bound above his Deſerts, but for 
the Neceſſity be both ſaw and knew. © He very 
« well diſcovered the __ Strength of the King of 
© $pain, And, to fhew his Mightineſs, he told 
© how he poſſeſſed all the World. As alſo; that 
© his Malice and Il Purpoſe was evident to this 
© Realm: He ſhewed how, on every Side, he had 
© beleaguered us, 
- © In Denmark, the King being youNg; he had 
d © corrupted the Council and Nobility, ſo as he 
p © was very like to ſpeed himſelf of Shipping from 
* * thence. In the Marine Towns of the Low- 
a © Countries, and in Norway, he laid in great Store 


I * of Shipping. In France he had the Parſiament- 
, © Towns at his Command. In Britany he had all 
A © the beſt Havens: And in Scotland he had fo cor- 


* rupted the Nobility, that he had promiſed them 
75 © Forces to re- eſtabliſh Papiſtry. That they were 

* ready to join with any foreign Forces that would 
re make them Strong, to be by themſelves, and to 
as reſiſt others. For s As he thought, there were not 


K ſix Gentlemen of that Country of one Religion. 
a Vor. IV. Bb In 


386 


1593- Jo 


The Parliamentary HIS TOR v 
Queen Elizabeth. © In his own Country there is all poſſible Repair. 


© ing, and he is coming with ſixty Gallies, beſides 
© other Shipping, with Purpoſe to annoy us. We 
* muſt then have no Ships (if he invade us) riding 


at Anchor; all will be little enough to with- 


« ftand him. At his Coming, he fully determined 
© to get Plymouth, or at leaſt to poſſeſ ſome of the 
< Havens, this Summer, within our Land. And 
© Plymouth is a Place of moſt Danger, for no Ord- 
© nance can be carried thither to remove him; the 
« Paſſages will not give Leave. Now the Way 
to defeat him is this: To ſend a Royal Army to 


© ſupplant him in Britany, and to poſſeſs ourſelves 


© there; and to ſend a ſtrong Navy to Sea, and 
< to lie with it upon the Cape and ſuch Places as 
© his Ships bring his Riches to, that they may ſet 
© upon all that come. This we are able to do, 
© and undoubtedly with fortunate Succeſs, if we 


© undertake it. 


To make this Matter as ſhort as poſſible, and not 
omit any material Argument.— The Committee, 
for conſidering of an Anſwer to be given to the 
Lords, on their laſt Meſſage, came to this Neſolu- 
tion, That it was the Oginion of the Majority 
© to grant another Conference with the Lords, if 
the Houſe ſhould think fit. 

But Mr. Mrotb, one of the ſaid Committee, ſtood 
up and ſaid, That he difſented from the Queſtion, 
© and neither gave his Aſſent in the Committee, nor 
< would now do it, that any Conference ſhould be 
© had with the Lords in this Caſe. For, that, in 


his Opinion, the ſame would be very prejudicial 


© to the antient Liberties and Privileges of this 
© Houſe, and to its Authority.” | 
Mr. Beale, another Member, ſeconded Mr. 


Mrotb, © He inſiſted upon their Maintenance of 


. © uſual and antient Liberties and Privileges of this 


. © Houſein treating of Subſidies, Contributions, and 
bother like Benevolences, among themſelves; with- 


out any Conference therein at all had or uſed 


ib the Lords of the Higher Houſe ; And gave 
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© an Inſtance of a former Precedent in the like Caſe; Ween Elizabeth. 
and offered to ſhew that the ſame Precedent to 39 3· 

« this Houſe, was followed in the gth of Hen. IV. 
The two Houſes being divided about the Subſidy, 
and the Higher Houſe defiring a greater Subſidy 
« than was granted by the Lower Houſe; hereupon 
© twelve, that were ſent as Committees to the 
Lords, came down, and informed what was de- 
« fired by the Upper Houſe ; namely a greater Sub- 
« fidy; and, to that End, Conference to be had 
with them of the Houſe of Commons. The 
Commons thought themſelves grieved therewith, 
and ſo returned their Anſwer, That they would 
© conſider what was meet to be done in ſo general a 
Matter, but thought the Conference a Derogation 
© to the Privilege of the Houſe. Hereupon the 
King anſwered, "I hat he could not, neither was 
© it fit, to violate the Privilege of his Commons, but 
© in all Things he thought it juſt to prefer them.” 


The Court-Party were very earneſt for this 
Conference. Sir Robert Cecil ſpoke again. © He put 
the Houſe in Mind of the great and urgent Ne- 
ceſſity, for the ſpeedy Prevention and Avoiding of 
* the great an imminent Perils and Dangers of this 
Realm and State, to be effected both by Conſul- 
tation and alſo by Proviſion of Treaſure; and 
* thinketh good that Conference of this Houſe 
* were had with the Lords, as a Matter very be- 
* hoofful: Eſpecially for that their Lordſhips, 
* ſome of them being of her Majeſty's Privy-Coun- 
* cil, do know both the Purpoſes and Strength of 
the Enemies on the one Side, and alſo her Maje- 
© ſty's preſent Store of Treaſure, more or leſs, on 
© the other Side, much better than thoſe of this 
fr. * Houſe do. Reſolveth, for his own Opinion, till 
of © to give his Conſent, That Conference be had 
his therein with the Lords, by the Committees of this 

| * Houſe; according to their Lordſhip's ſaid former 
* Motion and Requeſt for the ſame,” 


ſed Sir William Brunker ſtood up, and, © He recit- 
ave ing the ſaid great preſent Neceſſity of Conſultati- 
B b 2 * on 
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© but that the Proportion of convenient Supply of 
© Treaſure, anſwerable to the Greatneſs of the Dan- 
C which are imminent, muſt needs require 
© greater Maſs of Treaſure to be had, than hath 
© been as yet treated of in any Reſolution by this 
© Houſe.” Then the Speaker put the Queſtion, 
For a Conference or not? And, on a Diviſion 
of the Houſe, it was carried, in the Negative, 217 
againſt 128. £2 

After this, it was thought proper to appoint a 
Committee to wait upon the Lords, and acquaint 
them with their laſt Reſolution, in as ſoft Terms as 
poſſible. Who, returning, made Report, That 
their Lordſhips well hoped that this Houſe would 
have granted their Requeft, However, they defired 
the Commons to take due Care for a Toa and 2 
proper Supply, according to the preſſing Neceflity 
of the State: And to ſee theſe Precedents on which 
the Conference was denied. 

But this Matter was again reſumed - the next 
Day, March 5th, at which Time the aforeſaid Mr, 
Beale ſtood up and defired to ſatisfy the Houſe, 
© By reaſon it was conceived by the Lords the 
© other Day, that upon his Motion, and by his 
© Precedent ſhewed, the Houſe was led to deny a 
© Conference with the Lords, he acknowledged he 
© had miſtaken the . — propounded. For 
© there being but a Conference defired by the 
© Lords, and no Confirming of any Thing they 


. © had done, he thought we might, and it was fit 


© we ſhould confer, And to this End only, he 
© ſhewed the Precedent, That in the gth Yeu of 
* Henry IV. the Commons having granted a Sub- 

© fidy, which the Lords thought too little, and 
© they agreed to a greater, and would have the 

© Commons to confirm that which they had done; 

© this the Commons thought they could not do 

© without Prejudice to this Houſe, Wherefore he 

© acknowledged himſelf miſtaken in the Queſtion, 

© and defired if any were led by him, to be ſatiſ- 

* fied, for that he would have been of * 

c pl 
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© Opinion if he had conceived the Matter as it was Veen Elizabeth 
© meant.” 1593" Je 
Sir Thomas Heneage © propounded the Queſtion 
© anew, and thought that with the Privilege of 
© the Houſe, and by Precedents to be ſhewed, there 
© had been Conference with the Lords uſed ypon 
© the like Motion.“ | 
Sir John Wolley thought, * That the former De- 
© nial grew upon miſtaking of the Queſtion, and 
© upon better Conſideration would have the Mat- 
© ter reverſed, and now to aſſent to that which 
was denied before.” 
Sir Henry Kntvett moved, That for the Free- 
dom of the Houſe, it might be concluded a- 
* mongſt them, a Matter anſwerable at the Bar, 
for any Man to report any Thing of any Speech 
© uſed, or Matters done in this Houſe.” 
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Sir Henry Upton ſpake © in Defence of the for- 
© mer Proceedings of the Houſe, and ſhewed how 
© it had proceeded ; firſt, agreeing to a double Sub- 
* fidy and four Fifteenths : this being offered, and 
* © the Lords thinking it ſeemed little, and confider- 
© ing the preſent Neceflity, the Lack of Payment 


5 © of Subſidies, and the true Rating of Subſidies 
* over that they were wont to be, they deſired a 
N Conference with the Lower Houſe, giving Rea- 
he * ſons of great Importance for a greater Aid; and 


© they gave us a Taſte of what was needful, as 

pl * three Sub/edies at the leaſt; and upon thoſe great 
be © Cauſes deſired a Conference the next Day, This 
& being deliver'd unto the Houſe by one of the 
TY Committees ſent to the Lords, the Houſe upon 
a * Conſideration thought it not to ſtand with their 
the * Privilege to confer with their Lordſhips in Mat- 
net © ter of Subſidies, becauſe it was the Liberty of 
& © the Houſe to make Offer themſelves to her Ma- 
- he * jeſty. And in regard it ſtood not with the Pri- 
2 © vilege of this Houſe to confer with the Lords, 
92 * hereupon they adviſe upon an Anſwer to be 
ther made unto the Lords, wherein they ſhould give 
i- * them Thanks that they had vouchſafed to con- 
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with the Privilege of the Houſe they could not 


have Conference with them in Matter of Sub- 
o 


Further, he thought the Houſe much injured, 
© that they ſhould be reported to be againſt the 
© Subſidy; and the Parties injured, who ſpeaking 
© the laſt Day againſt the Subſidy, their Names 
were given up, and were noted for it to the 
Queen. 

And now my Motion is, that we muſt con- 
© fer with the Lords upon the Subſiay, but not in 
© any fort to be conformed therein unto them, 
© And for that Occafion paſt, he defired that Mr. 
© Speaker might be ſent and report the Truth of 


© the whole Matter and Manner of our Proceed- 


C 3 0 
ings. 


Sir Robert Cecill ſpake next and ſaid, I de- 


© fire now I may be ſomewhat long, becauſe ! 


-© muſt include an Anſwer to three Speeches, 


© Thoſe two honourable Perſons that fit above, 
© the one of them declared the true State of the 
© Queſtion, the other what was fit we ſhould do. 
© But my Anſwer ſhall tend only to thoſe Tales 
© that followed. The firſt was a kind of Satisfac- 
© tion for a former Miſtaking ; but in the ſame Sa- 
© tisfaction, a new Miſtaking was alſo; which was 


© by way of Information, caſting it into the Houſe; 


© that the Queen ſhould ſeem to demand three 
© Subſedies, Now the Queen never demanded 
© three, nor one. So there is a new Miſtaking 
added to the former Satisfaction. 

The ſecond Man's Motion thus far J allow, 
© 'That the Counſel of this Houſe be ſecretly kept, 
and that nothing be reported in malam parten : 
But if his Meaning be, that we may not im- 
part any Thing that is done here unto the Queen, 
but that all Things muſt be ſecret from her, | 


am altogether againſt it. This only I ſhould de- 


fire, what ought to be obſerved, That nothing 


bought to be reported unto her in malam partem. 


2 The 
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© The third Man's Motion conſiſted of three Queen Fii-abb 

© Points. , The firſt was News, the ſecond was 439 
« Hiſtory, and the third and laſt a Motion. His 

News was, that Men's Names were given up to 

© the Queen. This was News, For J heard it 

© not before. The Hiſtory was a large Report ef 

© the Progreſs of this Matter. His Motion was, 

© that we ſhould confer with the Lords about a 

«* Subſidy, but not conclude a Subſidy with them. 

$ His Manner ſeems contrary to his Meaning, or 

6 elſe is more than ever was meant; for it was ne- 

© yer defired of us by the Lords, that we ſhould 

© confer with them about a Sub/edy.” 


Sir Valter Raleigh ſpake next and moved, 
That ſeeing the Diviſion of the Houſe. the laſt 
Day grew, as he conceived, upon the Miſtaking 
© of the Queſtion ; and that ſince ſome had report- 
Fed unto him, that had the Queſtion been pro- 
* pounded, Whether they ſhould only yield to a 
Conference in general with the Lords, they 
* would not have been againſt it; therefore he de- 
© fired Mr. Speaker to put it to the Queſtion, 
* Whether they ſhould confer with the Lords ge- 
© nerally or not, without naming a Subtidy ?* This 
Motion being well liked, Sir //alter Raleigh was 
: deſired by the Houſe, to repeat it again, that ſo 
a it might be the better heard of them all. And 
thereupon he ſaid, That touching the aforeſaid 
e * Queſtion which had received a No upon Saturday 
] © laft foregoing, he would not make it a Qucſtion 
9 * again, for by the- Order of the Houle he could 
* not; but propounded this for a new Queſtion in 

„ * theſe or the like Words, Whether the Hou e would 


, be pleaſed to have general Conferenc: with the 
Lords, touching the great and imminent D ungers 
* of the Realm and State, and the preſent necella- 
1, * ry Supply of Treaſure to be provided ſpeedily for 
1 * the ſame, according to the Proportion of the 
* Neceflity ?* Which faid Queſtion being pro- 
12 pounded unto the Houſe, it was aſſented unto 
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Queen Elizabetb- accordingly by them all without any negative 


Voice. 
Whereupon the former Committee, appointed 
for Conference with the Lords, were preſently ſent 


up to acquaint their Lordſhips of this laſt Reſolu- 
tion. Who appointed the next Day, in the Aſter- 
ncon, for the Conference. On that Day, before 


the Meeting, the Commons went upon this Affair 


again; and after many more Speeches and Alterca- 


tions, a ſubſequent Reſolution: was agreed to by the 
whole Houſe ; That their Committee ſhould haye 
Authority to confer with that of the Lords, ina 
general Way concerning Dangers and Remedies 
to be provided againſt: But not in any Way to 
conclude or reſolve on any thing in the ſaid Confer- 
ence, particularly; without the farther Privity 


and Aﬀent of the whole Houſe, on the Report to 

be made to them of their Proceedings. One of the 

Speeches, made on the Occaſion of this Reſolution, 
is too remarkable to-be omitted, 


Mr. Full Grevile ſaid, © There are two Scruple: 


iin this Houſe, which I would gladly ſatisfy; the 


one the Privilege of the Houſe, the other the Po- 
« yerty of the People. For Precedents they ar: 
but Examples of Things paſt, Now every Ex. 


| © ample ought to be ſtronger than the Thing we 
fear: For if the Thing be otherwiſe, and ou 


6 Neceflity greater, the former Doings are no 


Rules to us. And ſo Precedents as they are not 


© to be rejected, ſo they ought not to be eternal. 
© For the Poverty of our Country, we have no 
© Reaſon to think it poor; our Sumptuouſneſs in 


Apparel, in Plate, and in all Things, argueth our 


4 Riches, © And our Dearth of every Thing 
' © amongſt us'ſheweth Plenty of Money, But, it 
js ſaid, our Countries are poor, and we muſt re- 
ſpect them that ſent us hither. Why, ſo we muſt 

© alfo remember who call'd us hither. This Cauſe 
is hard; for there is — ay againſt Neceſſit), 


© Danger againſt Danger, and inward Diſcontent 


* againſt outward Forces, The Poor are yon 
tp OM | «by 
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* by being over- charged; this muſt be helped by in- Queen Elizabeth 
& creaſing our own Burthen; for otherwiſe the 1502-3 
© weak Feet will complain of too heavy a Body; 

6 that is to be feared, If the Feet knew their 
Strength as well as we know their Oppreſſion, 

© they would not bear as they do. But to anſwer 

them, it ſufficeth that the Time requireth it ; 

And in a Prince Power will command. To ſa- 

© tisfy them, they cannot think we overcharge them, 

5 when we charge ourſelves with them and above 

* them ; But if nothing will ſatisfy them, our Do- 

© ings are ſufficient to bind them, If the Multitudes 

© of Parliaments be remembred heretofore, many 

* Subſidies now in one Parliament cannot ſeem 

© burthenfome, The more Laws we make, the 

© leſs Liberty we have to ourſelves. And now 

one Word for myſelf, if my Speech hath offend- 

© ed, excuſe me, I will not often trouble you here- 


La | > * W 
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It was not till the 22d Day of March, that the 

8 Commons brought the Matter to a Concluſion; 

e and then the Bill for a Grant of three entire Sub- 

)- ſadies and fix Fifteenths and Tenths, was read a third 

re Time and paſſed upon the Queſtion, 
. But yet the Houſe thought fit not to let this Bill 3 
re go without a Preamble to it, remarkable enough to rem\rkable Pre- 
ur | deſerve our Notice; this our Hiſtorian hath given amb : 
10 us, which we ſhall inſert in his own Words (c), 

ot © When they had cloſely debated and weigh- 

l. ed how earneſtly the Enemies of our Conſtituti- 

No on were bent upon the Ruin of England; having 

in already ſubdued our confederate Forces in France, 

ur Scotland, and Holland, and ſeized all the Places that 
ng lay convenient for annoying of England; they 

It thought neceſlary to provide proper Supplies to di- 
e- vert the impending Danger. Then, after beſtow- 
uſt ing large Encomiums on the prudent and wiſe Con- 
uſe duct of a Maiden-Queen, tempered with that af- 
ty, fectionate Care and Regard for her Subjects; who 
nt had disburſed ſo vaſt a Supply from her own Trea- 
red ſury 
by 


(c) Camden in Kennet, p. $70, Stow's Chron, p. 765. 
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Queen Elizabeth, fury to carry on a War, with good and happy 


Succeſs, againſt an opulent and potent Enemy, as 


none of her Predeceſſors had ever done before. 
And all this without any burdenſome Grants from 
her People, tho* ſhe had Occaſion not only to act 
on the defenſive, but to affiſt and ſupport her Allies, 
On this Account, they freely and cheerfully gave 
the large Supply aforementioned ; but they hum- 
bly requeſted withal, That foraſmuch as thoſe Acts 
were to be kept upon Record, a Caveat might be 


entered in expreſs Terms, That thoſe large and un- 


uſual Grants, which were made to a moſt excellent 

renceſs, on a moſt preſſing and extraordinary Oc- 
caſion, might not at any Time hereafter be drawn in- 
te 4 Precedent.” 

But, it was not meerly the unuſual Largeneſs 
of this Supply that retarded its Progreſs through 
the Commons: They were diſguſted at the Court 
for Impriſoning four of their Members at the Be- 
ginning of this Seſſion. There was alſo another 
Accident which increaſed their Diſcontent; and 
which together, made the Houſe more backward 
in obliging, till thefe and other Grievances were 
redreſſed. We took Notice before, That fo early 
in the Seſſion as the 27th of February, the Day 
after the Supply was moved for, Mr. Morrice, At- 
torney of the Court of Wards, a Place under the 
Crown, ſtood up and moved the Houſe touching 
the Abuſes of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts; and that 
the Bill was after Debate deliver'd to the Speaker's 


Queen by the Care, to prevent giving Offence to the Queen : 


Speaker, forbid- But the Matter did not reſt here. 
ding the Come 
mons to meddle 


For 
In the Afternoon of the ſame Day the Speaker 


with the State or was ſent for to Court; and, on the next, he 
the Church, ſtood up and ſaid, he had a Meſſage to deliver 


- from her Majeſty to the Houſe; which he gave 
in theſe Words : 


C Y Efterday a great Member of this Houſe, af- 
x ter a Speech uſed, and his Reaſons laid 


forth, delivered two Bills unto me; which Bills, 


* though 
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t though not being read, yet were diverſely fpoken Queen Elizabeth · 
© of, They being long, and the Matters grave and 1592 ˙3˙ 
© of great Importance, and the Day being almoſt 
$ ſpent, I deſired further Time to conſider of theſe 
Bills. I humbly thank this honourable Houſe, 
Time was granted me freely, it being almoſt 
Twelve of the Clock. 

J have peruſed and read both of the Bills; I 
© have them about me, and they have been conti- 
5 nually with me ever ſince they were delivered to 
me; never any Man ſaw them, nor ever any 
Man's Eye more than my own ever ſaw one 
< Word of them. ; 

© Alittle after I had peruſed the Bills, I was ſent 
© for by a Special Meſſenger from her Majeſty: 
Coming in her Royal Preſence, I was command- 
ed to deliver theſe Words from her moſt ex- 
* cellent Majeſty unto the Body of the Realm (for 
© ſoſhe termed this Houſe :) The Matter I have 
© to ſpeak is great, yea it is the greateſt Matter I 
© ever had to deal in; wherefore I pray God direct 
* Mentem et Linguam hanc. I muſt be ſhort, for 
© her Majeſty's Words were not many; and I may 
© perhaps fail in the Delivery of them: For tho 
© my Auditors be great, yet who is ſo impudent 
© that the Preſence of ſuch a Majeſty would not 
* appall him? And it did greatly fear me, when I 
did ſee none of thefe-konourable Perſons, in her 
Preſence, who were preſent at the Holding of the 
Matter in this Houſe; yet ſo God in his Provi- 
© dence had appointed it, that even in this while 
* came in ſome of the Perſons here preſent, who, 
if I fail in delivering what was given me in 
Charge, can report it unto you: And I am glad 
© that there are Witneſſes with me in this Action, 
* what was my faithful Service for the Houſe. 

] proteſt a greater Comfort never befel me, 
© than that this my Integrity and faithful Promiſe 
© to this Houſe, 'is not violated ; for her Majeſty, 
in her moſt gracious Wiſdom, before my Coming, 
determined not to preſs me in this, neither in- 
F deed did ſhe require the Bill of me; for this 

© only 


. 
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n Elizabeth. © only ſhe required of me, I bat were the Things 


© ſpoken of by the Houſe? which Points I only de- 
© livered, as they that heard me can tell. 
The Meſſage delivered me from her Majeſty, 


conſiſteth of three Things; Firſt, the End for 


© which the Parliament was called. Secondly, 
© The Speech which her Majeſty uſed by my Lord 
© Keeper. Thirdly, What her Pleaſure and Com- 
< mandment now is. 

For the Firſt, It is in me and my Power (I 
£ ſpeak now in her Majeſty's Perſon) to call Par- 
£ laments; and it is in my Power to end and deter- 
© mine the ſame; it is in my Power to aſſent or diſ- 
“ ſent to any thing done in Parliament. 

The Calling of this Parliament was only that 
© the Majeſty of God might be more religiouſly 
< ſerved; and thoſe that neglect this Service might 
be compelled by ſome ſharper Means to a more 
© due Obedience, and more true Service of God, 
© than there hath been hitherto uſed. And further, 
that the Safety of her Majeſty's Perſon, and of 
© the Realm, might be by all Means provided for 
© againſt our great Enemies the Pope and the King 
© of Spain. | 

Her Majeſty's moſt excellent Pleaſure being 
£ then delivered unto us by the Lord-Keeper, it 
© was not meant we ſhould meddle with Matters 


of State, or in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical ; (for ſo 


her Majeſty termed them.) She wondered that 
any would be of ſo high Commandment to attempt 
© (I uſe her own Words) à Thing contrary to that 
© which ſhe hath ſo expreſly forbidden; wherefore, 
« with this ſhe was highly diſpleaſed. And becauſe 
the Words, then ſpoken by my Lord Keeper, are 


not now perhaps well remembred, or ſome be 


now here, that were not there; her Majeſty's 
< preſent Charge and expreſs Command is, t 
© no Bills touching Matters of State, or Reforma- 


tion in Cauſes Eccleſiaftical, be exhibited. And, 
upon my Allegiance, I am commanded, if any 


* ſuch Bill be exhibited, not to read it,” 


'T hus 
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Thus the Bill was quaſhed, and Mr. Morrice, Queen Elizabeth, 
the firſt Mover of it, being alſoſent for to Court, 392-3. 
the ſame Day he was committed to the Cuſtody of A Member taken 
Sir Fohn Forteſcue, Chancellor of the Exche- into Cuſtody for 
* (4). — == 

We purpoſely omit all the Debates in this Houſe gagical Courts, 
about ſome leſs material Matters; ſuch as Regulat- 
ing Elections, Privilege from Arreſts; with thoſe 
on ſome Bills of leſs public Concern ; but which 
are well worth the Obſervation of a more particu- 
lar Enquirer. Not long after the Subſidy-Bill had 
paſſed both Houſes, that is on the xoth Day of 
April, the Queen came to the Houſe of Lords ; 
and the Commons being called up, the Speaker, 
on delivering the Bills, made the following moſt 
elaborate Speech on the Dignity and Antiquity of 


Parliaments. 


c H E High Court of Parliament, moft 

0 High and Mighty Prince, is the greateſt The Speaker's 

* and moſt antient Court within this your Realm. Speech to the 

© For before the Conqueſt in the High Places of * the 

the Veſi-Saxons, we read of a Parliament holden ; Seſſion. 

© and ſince the Conqueſt they have been holden by 

© all your noble Predeceſſors Kings of England. 
A In the Time of the Ve-Saxons a Parliament 

© was holden by the noble King Ina, by theſe 

Words: I Ina, King of the Weſt-Saxons, have 

© cauſed all my Fatherhood, Aldermen and wifeſt 

Commons, with the Godly Men of my Kingdom, 

to conſult of weighty Matters, &c. Which Words 

* do plainly ſhew all the Parts of this High Court 

© ſtill obſerved to this Day. For by King Ina is 

* your Majeſty's moſt Royal Perſon repreſented. 

© The Fatherhood, in antient Time, were theſe which 

* wecall Biſhops, and ſtill we call them Reverend 

Fathers, an antient and chief Part of our State. . 
© By Aldermen were meant your Noblemen, 

For ſo honourable was the Word Aldermen in 

© antient Time, that the Nobility only were called 

| * Aldermen, | 

| "BY 

(4) Townſhend's Collect. p · 61, See alſo before p. 373» 
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By Wiſeſt Commons is meant and ſignified 
© Knights and Burgeſſes, and ſo is your Majeſty's 
* Writ de diſcretioribus & magis ſufficientibus. 

By Godke/t Men is meant your Convocation- 
© Houſe. It conſiſteth of ſuch as are devoted to 
Religion. And as Godlieſt Men do conſult of 
< weightieft Matters, ſo is your Highneſs's Writ 
* at this Day pro guibuſdam arduis & urgentibus 
© Negotus, Nos, Statum & Defenſionem Regni naſiri 
© & Eccleſiæ tangentibus. 

* Yqur Highneſs's Wiſdom and exceeding Judg- 
< ment with all- careful Providence needed not our 
* Counſels : But yet ſo urgent Cauſes there were 
of this Parliament, ſo important Conſiderations, 
© as that we may ſay (for that we cannot judge) 
© never Parliament was ſo needful as now, nor 
0 ye ſo honourable as this. | 

© If I may be bold to ſay it, I muſt preſume to 
© ſay that which hath been often ſaid, (but what is 
© well ſaid, cannot be too often ſpoken) this ſweet 
© Council of ours I would compare to that ſweet 
Commonwealth of the little Bees. 


Sic enim parvis componere magna ſolebam. 


© The little Bees have but one Governor whom 
© they all ſerve, he is their King, quia Latera habet 
© /atiora; he is placed in the Midſt of their Habi- 
© tations, ut in tutiſſima Turri. They forage abroad, 
* ſucking Honey from every Flower to bring to 
© their King. Ignavum Fucos Pecus a Preſepibus 
© arcent, The Drones they drive away out of their 
Hives, non habentes Aculeos. And whoſo aſſail 
their King, in him immittunt Aculeos, & tamen 
© Rexipſe ęſi fine Aculeo. 

* Your Majeſty is that Princely Governor and 
Noble Queen, whom we all ſerve; being pro- 
© tected under the Shadow of your Wings we live, 
© and wiſh you may ever fit upon your Throne 
- © over us. And whoſoever ſhall not ſay Amen, 
for them we pray ut convertantur ne pereant, & 
© ut confundantur ne noceant. Under your happy 
Government we live upon Honey, we ſuck upon 
, every 
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© every ſweet Flower : But where the Bee ſucketh r= 


Honey, there alſo the Spider draweth Poiſon. 
© Some ſuch Venoms there be. But ſuch Drones 
and Door Bees we will expel the Hive and ſerve 
© your Majeſty, and withſtand any Enemy that 
© ſhall aſſault you. Our Lands, our Goods, our 
« Lives are 4 nd at your Feet to be command- 
ed. Vea, and (thanked be God, and Honour 
© be to your Majeſty for it) ſuch is the Power and 
Force of your Subjedts, that of their own Strength 
© they are able to encounter your greateſt Enemies. 
* And though we be ſuch, yet have we a Prince 
© that is ſme Aculeo; ſo full of that Clemency is 
« your Majeſty. I fear I have been too long, and 
© therefore to come now to your Laws: 

© The Laws we have conferred upon this Seſ- 
© flon of ſo honourable a Parliament are of two 
© Natures ; the one ſuch as have Life but are ready 
to die, except your Majeſty breathe Life into 


© them again; the other are Laws that never had 
© Life, but being void of Life, do come to your 


* Majeſty to ſeek Life. 

© The firſt Sort are thoſe Laws that had Conti- 
© nuances until this Parliament, and are now to 
© receive new Life or are to die for ever. The 
© other, that I term capable of Life, are thoſe which 


© are newly made, but have no Eſſence until your 


* Majeſty giveth them Life. | - 

Two Laws there are, but I muſt give the 
© Honour where it is due; for they come from the 
© Noble wiſe Lords of the Upper Houſe; the 
© moſt honourable and beneficial Laws that could 
© be defired: The one a Confirmation of all Let- 
© ters Patents, from your Majeſty's moſt Noble 
Father, of all Eccleſiaſtical Livings, which the 
© King of moſt renowned Memory, your Father, 
took from thoſe ſuperſtitious Monaſteries . and 
© Priories, and tranſlated them to the erecting and 
* ſetting up of many Foundations of Cathedral 
* Churches and Colleges, greatly furthering the 


Maintenance of Learning and true Religion. 
b | The 
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. 6 The other Law to ſuppreſs the obſtinate Recu- 


1592-3. 


er's Anſwer, 


* fant and the dangerous Sectary, both very perni- 
© cious to your Government. | 

© Laſtly, Your loving and obedient Subjects, the 
Commons of the Lower Houſe, humbly and with 
all dutiful Thanks, ſtand bound unto your graci- 
© ous Goodneſs for your general and large Pardon 
granted unto them, wherein many great Offences 
© are pardoned. | 

© But it extendeth only to Offences done before 
* the Parliament. 

1 have many Ways, ſince the Beginning of 


© * this Parliament, by Ignorance and Inſufficiency 


© to perform that which I ſhould have done, of- 
© fended your Majeſty ; I therefore moſt humbly 
© erave to be Partaker of your Majeſty's mo! 
© Gracious P ardon. 


The Lord Keeper, having receiv'd Inſtruction: 


lowing Effect: 

© That her Majeſty did moſt graciouſly accept 
© of theſe Services and Devotions of this Parlia- 
© ment; commending them that they had employ- 


© ed the Time ſo well and ſpent it in ſo neceſſary - 


Affairs, ſave only that in ſome Things they had 
© ſpent more Tine than needed, But ru, per- 
© ceived that ſome Men did it more for their Satis- 
faction than the Neceſſity of the Thing deſerved. 
© She miſliked alſo that ſuch Irreverence wa 
© ſhewed towards Privy Counſellors, who were 
© not to be accou as common Knights and 
© Burgefſes of the Houſe, that are Counſellors 
only during the Parliament; whereas the other are 
© ftanding Counſellors, and for their Wiſdom and 
1 ice are called to the Council of the 
State. 


© That the Queen's Majeſty had heard that ſome 

Men in the Caufe of great Neceſſity, and Grant 

© of Aid, had ſeemed to regard their Country, and 

made their Neceflity more than it was; _— 
Fo In 


· 
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© ting the urgent Neceſſity of the Time, and Dan- Queen Eſizabeth, 
© pers that were now imminent, 1593 

„That her Majeſty would not have the People 
© feared with a Report of great Dangers, but ra- 
© ther to be encouraged with Boldnels againſt the 
Enemies of the State. And that therefore ſhe 
© traitly charged and commanded that the muſter'd 
Companies in every Shire ſhould be ſupplied, if 
© they were decayed ; And that their Proviſions of 
Armour and Munition ſhould be better than 
heretofore it hath been uſed. 

That for this Offer of three Subſidies, her 
« Majeſty moſt graciouſly, in all Kindnels, thank- 
© eth her Subjects: But except it were freely and 
© willingly given, ſhe did not except of it; for her 
© Majeſty never accepteth any Thing that is not 
« freely given. | | | 

That if the Coffers of her Majeſty's Treaſures 
© were not empty, or if the Revenues of the 
© Crown and other Princely Ornaments could 
* ſuffice to ſupply her Wants and the Charges of 
© the Realm, on the Word of a Prince ſhe doth 
© pronounce it, ſhe would not have charged her 
0 Subjects, nor have accepted of this they give 
© her, ' 

Then, after ſome little Intermiſſion, the Queen, 
being ſet in her Chair of State, ſpoke as follows: 


„ u Kingdom hath had many Wiſe, Noble and 
40 4 PViftorious Princes, I will not compare with any Tbe Queen's 


. . h at the 
of them.in Wiſdom, Fortitude and other Virtues ; but - bg of 


ſaving the Duty of a Child, that is not to compare the Parlament. 

ors with his Father, in Love, Care, Sincerity and 
Tuſtice, J will compare with any Prince that ever 
you had, or ſball have. Jt may be thought Simpli« 
city in me, that all this Time of my Reign I have 
nit ſought to advance my Territories, and enlarge 
my Dominions; for Opportunity hath ſerved me to 
do it, I acknowledge my Wamanhood and Weakneſs 
in that Reſpect. But it hath not been the Hordne 
to obtain, or Doubt how' to keep the Things ſa obrain- 
ed, that only hath witheld me from theſe Ajtempts : 

Vol. IV, Cc My 
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Queen Elizabeth. 1f5 Mind was never to invade my Neighbours, or ty 
- 1393* _ wſurp over any. I am contented to reign over my 
own, and to rule as a juſt Prince. Yet the King, 
Spain doth challenge me to be the Duarreller, and . 
Beginner of all theſe Wars. He doth me the great- 
eft Wrong that can be; for my Conſcience doth not 
accuſe my Thoughts, wherein I have done him the 
teaft Injury ; ſo that I am perſuaded in my Conſcience, 
if be knew what I know, he would be forry himſelf 
for the Wrang he hath done me. fear not all his 
Threatnings, his great Preparations and mighty For- 
ces do nat ſtir me. For tho? he come againſt me with 
a greater Power than ever was his Invincible Navy, 
I doubt not but (God aſſiſting me, upon whom I akway: 
ruſt) I ſhall be able to defeat him and overthrow him; 
for my Cauſe is juſt. I heard ſay, when he firſt at- 
tempted his laßt Invaſion, ſome upon the Sea-Coafti 
forfook their Towns and fled up higher into the Coun- 
try, and left all naked and expoſed to his Entrance. 
But I fwear unto you, by God, if I knew thoſe Per- 
fans, or may know of any that ſhall ds ſo hereafter, 
1 will make them know and feel what it is to be þþ 
fearful in ſo urgent a Cauſe. | 
Tue Subſidy. you give me I accept thankfully, if you 
give me your Good-Will with it ; bat if the Neceſſity 
ef the Time and your Preſervations did not require it, 
I would refuſe it. But let me tell you, the Sum ii 
not ſo much, but that it is needful for a Prince ts 
have ſo much always laying in her Coffers for your De- 
fence in Time of Need, and not be driven to get it 
when ſhe ſhould uſe it. 
: . You that are Lieutenants and Gentlemen of Cam- 
155 mand in your Countries, I require you to take Cart 
und ſpecial Order, that the People be well armed, and 
in Readineſt upon all Occaſions. | | 
- You that be Judges and Fuſtices of Peace, I com- 
mand and ftraitly charge you, that you ſee the Laws 
to be duly executed, and that you make them living 
Laws when we have put Life into them. 
: After this Speech ended, and the Bills paſſed, the 
Lord-Keeper, by her Majefty's Command, diſ- 
foly'd this Parliament. | 
1 I The 
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The War with Spain continuing for ſome Years Queen Elizabeth, 
longer, that Monarch had done his utmoſt to bring 2597+ 
about another Invaſion of England; and in the 
Year 1597, he ſought to diſſolve the Union and 
good Agreement which were between the French 
and Engliſh Courts, that by thoſe Means he might 
gain the Advantage of an eaſter Deſcent upon Eng- 
land from Calais. It is certain that the Happineſs 
df aur Situation is, and ever was, our greateſt Secu- 
rity, againſt any foreign Enemy whatſoever, except 
Scotland. Which made this potent Monarch, 
tho' then poſſeſſed of the Wealth of both the Indies, 
fail in every Attempt againſt it. Calais was then, 
alſo, in the Spaniard's Poſſeſſion; fo that could he 
have had Leave to march an Army thro* France, 

England might have ſuffered much from ſo trouble- 
ſome a Neighbour. 

To prevent this, Elizabeth uſed all her Policy to A Parliament 
keep the French King firm to her Intereſt ; ſhe not cel f on account 
only ſent him ſome Troops, but alſo a great Sum of teen mnt e 
Money; for which he frankly offered the Town of Spain. | 
Calais as a Security; provided the Queen would re- 
cover it out of the Enemies Hands at her own Ex- 
pence, and with her own proper Forces. But, this not 
anſwering, the King of Spain, being now grown 

f a Mediation from the Pope, to 
bring about a Peace with France; which was con- 
cluded, and England left in the Lurch to provide 
for its own Security. | | | 

The Queen, rightly apprehending that this 
Peace might turn to the Diſadvantage of England, 
reſolved, fays her Hiſtorian, to prev ide againſt the 
worſt Effects, by furniſh, her Exchequer with. 

Money, and fecuring the Love and Affection of 
her People. For both Which Piitpoſes, a Par- 
liament was called to mert, at V minſter, on the 
1 of October, in the 39th ear of this Anno Regni 39. 

ign. 6 | 0 "2 1597. 

Gn the firſt Day of the Meeting of this Parlia- At Weſtminſter 
ment, the Queen being preſent, the Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal, then Sir Thomas Egerton, by her 

Cca q 59; a Mu 


404 


QueerfElizabeth. Majeſty's Command, declared the Cauſe of the 


1597+ 


The Lord Kcep- 
er's Speech at the 
opening thereof, 
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Summons, in theſe. Words (e) : 


e HE Queen's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, my 
C IT moſt Gracious and Dread — ny 
© hath commanded me to declare unto you, 
My Lords and others here preſent, the Cauſes 
© which have moved her Highneſs to ſummon this 
© Parliament at this Time; which before I can ex- 
« preſs, Imuſt confeſs truly; that the Royal Preſence 
© of her Majeſty, the View of your Lordſhips and 
© this honourable Aſſembly, together with the Con- 
© fideration of the Weightineſs of the Service, and of 
© my own Weakneſs, doth much appale me; and 
© cauſe me to fear, CO 

© © Wherefore, if, either through Fear] forget, or 
© through my many Wants and Imperfections 
I fail, to perform that Duty which is required; I 


© do moſt humbly crave Pardon of her Majeſty, 


© arid befeech your Lordſhips to bear with me. 
The great princely * which her Highneſs 
„now hath, as heretofore ſhe hath ever had, to pre- 
ſerve her Kingdoms in Peace, and fafe from all 
© foreign Attempts, hath cauſed. her, at this preſent, 
t to aſf-mble this honourable and great Council of 
© her Realm, to adviſe of the beſt and moſt need- 
© ful Means whereby to eontinue this her peaceable 
© and happy Government, and to withſtand the 
„Malice of her mighty and implacable Enemy 
© which hitherto, by the Space of many, Years, 
< thfough het provident and princely Wiſdom, bath 
been petform'd, to the great and ineſtimable Be- 
< nefit of her Subſects, that the ſimpleſt of them 


© could not but ſee, and the wiſeſt but admire their 


«< Happineſs therein; the whole Realm enjoying 
© Peace in all Security, while our Neighbour-Coun- 


© tries have been torn in Pieces; and tormented 
with cruel and bloody Wars. © by, 
This her Majeſty. is pleaſed to afcribe to the 
great Power and infinite Mercy of the Al- 
mighty: 


2 Townſheng's ColleQions p. 7a 
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F mighty : And therefore it ſhall well become us Queen Elizabeth, 
all, moſt thankfully, upon the Knees of our Hearts, 1597. 

© to acknowledge no leſs unto his Holy Name; 

who of his infinite Goodneſs, ftill preſerve her 

£ Highneſs, and ſend her many Years more over us, 

in all Happineſs, to reign. 


© In this her bleſſed Government, her High- 
* neſs's chief Care and Regard of all, hath been 
© of the Honour and Scrvice of Almighty God, 
© that true Religion might be planted and entertain- 
*edin the Hearts of the People, through all the 
© Parts of her Realm; and as well in that Behalf, 
© as for the Peace and Benefit of her Subjects, ſhe 
© hath, from Time to Time, : eſtabliſhed many 
good Laws to meet with the Diſorders, and to 
* puniſh the Offences of wicked and ungodly Men; 
that continuing in their bad Ways, they may not 
de hardened and go forward in their Wickedneſs: 
For Mora in Peccato dat Incrementum Sceleri. 8 
And whereas the Number of the Laws already 
© made are very great, ſome alſo of them being ob- 
© ſolete and worn out of Uſe; others idle and 
*vain, ſerving to no Purpoſe; ſome again over 
© heavy and too ſevere for the Offence ; others too 
© looſe and flack for the Faults they are to puniſh ; 
ü and many of them fo full of Difficulties to be un- 
* derſtood, that they cauſe wrap Controverſies : 
© You are therfore to enter into a due Conſideration 
* of the ſaid Laws; and where you find Superflu- 
1 5 Ys to prune and cut off: where Defect, to ſup- 
| * ply; and where Ambiguity, to explain; that. 
& they be not burthenſome, — proſitable to the 
Commonwealth: Which being a Service of Im- 
* portance, and very needful to be required, yet 
is nothing to be regarded, if due Means be not 
* had to withſtand the Malice and Force of thoſe 
* profeſſed Enemies which ſeek the Deſtrution oi _ 
* the whole State, 5 2 
© This, before all, and above all, is to be thought 
* of, and with moſt Endeavour and Care to be prox ' 
* yided for: For in vain are Laws made, and tg 
C03 | little 
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Queen Elizabeth. © little Purpoſe do they ſerve, be they never ſo 


1597. 


© good, if ſuch prevail as go about to make a Con- 
< queſt of the Kingdom, and Deſtruction of the 
© People. | 
Wars heretofore were wont to be made either 
© out of Ambition to enlarge Dominions, or out of 
© Revenge to requite Injuries; but this againſt us 
© is not ſo: In this the Holy Religion of God is 
< ſought to be rooted out, the whole Realm to be 
«© ſubdued, and the precious Life of her Excellent 
© Majeſty to be taken away; which hitherto, by 
© the powerful Hand and great Goodneſs of the 
© Almighty, have been preſerved, maugre the De- 
6 wil, the Pope, the Spaniſh * and all the 
© miſchievous Deſigns of all her Enemies, 
© Wherefore it is high Time that this be looked 
+ into, and that no way be left unſought, nor Means 
© unuſed, that may ſerve for Defence thereof. 
Her Majeſty hath not ſpared to diſburſe a Maſs of 
6 Treaſure, and to ſell her Land for the Mainte- 
5 nance of her Armies by Sea and Land, whereby, 
© with ſuch ſmall Helps as from her Subjects hath 
6 been yielded, ſhe hath defended and kept ſafe her 
Dominions from all ſuch forcible Attempts as 
© have been made; which being ſtill to be performed 
© by iafinite Charge, her Majeſty. notwithſtanding 
© hears nothing more unwillingly than of Aids and 
5 Subſidies to be received from her People; though 
* what ſhe doth receive, ſhe doth carefully beſtow, 
6 and infinitely more of her own, + 
The Taxations at this Day, howſoever they 
5 ſeem, are nothing ſo great as heretofore, in the 
© Reigns of former Kings, they have been. In the 
© Time of Edw. III. and the two next before him, 
£ and thoſe three which ſucceeded next after him, 
© the Payments of the Commons then, did far ex- 
* ceed any that have been ſince her Majeſty's 
Reign; which is of Record in the Hiſtories of 
© thoſe. Times to be ſeen: But never Cauſe ſo 
great to employ great Sums of Money us now. 
© Now therefore you are td conſider how to 
© proyidg needſul and convenient Aid, in 1 
, __« Meas 
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« Meaſure to maintain and ſupport her Majeſty's — 
Charge which at preſent ſhe is at, and is to con- _ 
« tinue at, for the Defence of the Realm. He 
cannot be well adviſed, which in this Caſe will 
© not be forward to contribute and beſtow whatſo- 
« ever he hath: For if, with the Commonwealth 
it goes not well, well it cannot be with any pri- 
vate or particular Perſon. That being in Dan- 
« ger, he that would ſeek then to lay up Treaſure 
and inrich himſelf, ſhould be like to him that 
would buſie himſelf to beautify his Houſe, 
© when the City wherein he dwelleth is on Fire; 
© or to him that decketh up his Cabin, when the 
Ship wherein he ſaileth is ready to fink, To 
© ſpare in that Caſe, is to ſpare for thoſe which 
5 ſeek to devour all; and to give, is to give to our- 
© ſelves. Her Majeſty's Part being only carefully 
© to beſtow what is delivered into her Hands, 
* wherein, Men performing their Duties, there is 
no Cauſe at all to fear: For the War is juſt, it 
© is in Defence of the Religion of God, of our moſt 
* gracious Sovereign, of our native Country, of 
our Wives, Children, Liberties, Lands, Lives, 
© and whatſoever we have. | 

© Wherefore, not miſtruſting your Forwardneſs, 
that I may not offend in too much enlarging this 
f Point, as a poor Remembrancer to vor ety, 
© I ſhortly ſay to your Lordſhips, Quod juſtum et 
© neceſſartum eftl; nothing can be more juſt than 
ey © this War; nothing ought to be more N 
he * than carefully to provide due Maintenanee for 
he * the ſame, And, to you of the Houſe of Com- 
m/ * mons, that you may orderly proceed, and wiſe- 
m, ly conſult of theſe weighty Cauſes delivered unto 
ex- you, her Majeſty's Pleaſure is, You ſhould, ac- 


$ * cording to your accuſtomed Manner down 
of * to the 5 x Cho 


wer Houſe, and there make ice of 
> {0 © ſomegrave, learned, and wiſe Man amongſt you, 
OW. to be your Speaker; who ſhall be for Underſtand- 
to ing ſufficient, and for Diſcretion fit, as your 
ome | Mouth, to. ſignify your Minds, and to make 
[ca- your Petitions known unto her Highneſs ; and 


Cca4 him, 
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Queen Flizabeth. c h; - : 
3 0 upon Thurſday next, to preſent in this 

On the ſaid Day, October 27th, the Commons 

preſented Mr. Serjeant Yelverton as their Speaker, 
who claiming the antient and uſual Freedom of 
1 Yel- Speech, Acceſs, &c. was anſwered by the Lord 
— Speaker, Keeper, that her Majeſty did give her Aſſent to it; 
with Admonition, however, that the ſaid Libertics 
and Privileges ſhould be diſcreetly and wiſely uſed, 

as was meet, 

There was the greateſt Introduction of new 
Biſhops and Lords to this Parliament, that we have 
yet met with at one Time. The very firſt Day 
there were no leſs than one Archbiſhop, four Earls, 
Proceeding in the ten Biſhops, and five Barons introduced ; beſides 
Cafe of Lord De the Lord De la Ware, who put in his Claim for 
Precedency, &c, the Seat his Anceſtors enjoyed in Parliament. His 
Petition was referred to a Committee of Lords ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe, to examine into his Pre- 

tenſions and make their Report to the Houſe accor- 

dingly. This Lord's Father had attempted to poi- 

ſon his Uncle, the then Lord La Ware, in Expec- 
tation of his Eſtate; and was, by an Order of Par- 

liament, in the Reign of Edward VI. excluded 
from any Eſtate or Honour that might come to 

him after his Uncle's Death. The ſaid William 
was alſo condemned for Treaſon in Queen Mary's 

Reign; but afterwards his Attainder taken off as 

if he had never been arraigned. But, whereas, 
by reaſon of the former Sentence, he could not by 
Law enjoy the Honour of his Anceſtors, he was, 

by this Queen's ſpecial Favour, created Lord La- 

Mare, by a new Patent, and as long as he lived 

claimed Precedency according to the Date of his 
Creation. 'The Queen referred the wole Matter 
to the Lords in Parliament ; who, finding that the 
former Sentence concerned only the Perſon of the 
faid William, and that his Children were no Ways in- 
volv'd in the ſame, and that the Attainder in Queen 
Mary's Reign was no Manner of Bar, becauſe it 
was impoſſible for him to loſe a Title which he 
never had, beſides, that he was afterwards _ 


„ * * 20 
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and entirely reſtored, and the antient Dignity no Qucen Elizabeth» 
way extin by the new Creation, but only laid - 7597" 
aſide in his Life time, becauſe he was not in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it when he 'reccived his new Patent. 
For all theſe Rqaſons, he was adjudged by the 
Lords to hold the ſame Rank with his Predeceſſors 
betwixt the Lord Willoughby of Ereſby and the Lord 
Berkley; and he was accordingly reinſtated with 
the uſual Ceremonies, and an Entry was made, in 
the Lords Journals of this Award. 
The ſame Day another Entry is made, on a 
Motion of the Lord Treaſurer, that foraſmuch as 
the Journal- Boos kept heretofore, by the Clerks 
of Parliament, ſeemed to have ſome Errors in 
them in the Miſplacing of the Lords, it was doubt- 
ed how the ſame might be of true Record. There- 
fore he thought proper that the Lords would pleaſe 
to take order that the ſaid Books, which henceforth 
ſhould be kept by the Clerk of Parliament, may 
be viewed and peruſed every Parliament, by certain 
Lords of that Houſe to be appointed for that Pur- 
poſe, and the Lift of the Lords, in their Order, 
to be ſubſcribed by them. Taking unto them for 
their better Information, the King at Arms; and 
that this Order might begin this preſent Parliament. 
On another Motion of the Lord Treaſurer, 
ſuch Lords as were abſent from Parliament and had 
not ſent- their Proxies, and ſuch others as made 
their Appearance in the Beginning of the Parliament 
and have not fince attended, ſhould be admoniſhed 
to reform the ſame. | 
Theſe private Affairs being ſettled amongſt them- 
ſelves, the Care of the Public was next regarded ; 
and the firſt Bill of Conſequence we meet with, is 
intituled, An Aa for the Increaſe of Mariners and 
Maintaining of Navigation; repealing a former — 3 
Aa, made in the 23d Year of this Reign, bearing — 
the ſame Title. This Act, which is ſtill extant in 
our Statute-Books, ſhew what Care the Legiſla- 
kure then took to ſupport and maintain the Navy 


of 
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Deen Elizabeth. of England, which had been and ever will be its 
25977 greateſt Security (f), 
Nor were they leſs careful to preſerve Peace at 
Home, by bringing in a Bill, this Parliament, for 
Erecting of Houſes of Corection, and for the Pu- 
Puniſhment of niſhment of Rogues, Vagabonds and ſturdy Beg- 
Vagabonds; gars. Which is the firſt Time thoſe — va" y lo 
— for correcting Vice, were eſtabliſhed in 
every Country by Law. 
Theſe and ſome other Bills for the Relief of the 
Poor, by Erecting of Hoſpitals and Work-houſes in 
Pariſhes, the Endowments of which were not to 
exceed 9 Annum ; for re pee of 
. Tillage and Husbandry; for enting of Frauds 
— _ by hy Revetvery: Collectors, Sc. of the public Mo- 
| ney ; and for Preventing or Puniſhing Extortion, 
Rapes, and taking away Women againſt their Wills; 
for the Encouragement of the Woolen Manufactu- 
, and to prevent the deceitful Stretching and 
entering of Northern Cloth, &c. were paſſed this 
Seſſion, and are in the printed Statutes. But, 
The Bill, for which this Parliament was princi- 
pally called, was read in the Houſe of Lords, 2 
third Time, on the 16th of December and paſſed ; 
intituled, An A for a Grant of three entire Sub- 
Subgay, ſides and fix Fifteenths and Tenths to the Queen's 
A large unden. Majefly. The Bill had been brought into the 
Houſe of Commons on the 7s and paſſed there 
on the 14th, This large Supply they ſaid was 
given to her, as a Compliment, * for her Majeſty's 
* wiſe Adminiſtration ; for Reſtoring Religion to 
a better State; for the Security of the Kingdom 
from the common Enemy; for the Defence of 
Ireland, and the Relief of France and the Nether- 
F lands, But, intreated her withal, as they had 
< done in the laſt Parliament, not to advance this 
© ſpecial Inſtance of their Bounty into a Precedent, 
© but only upon ſuch preſſing Neceſſities of the * 
7 * * * 0 


A Bill was brought into the Houſe of Lords and read, fox 
the better Furniſhing and Supplying of lawful Surgeons for the 
Land and Sea Service; but at the ſecond Regding this Bill wat 
drop's ; the Reaſon not aſſigned. 
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The Clergy were more moderate this Time, giv- Queen Elizabeth. 
ing only four Shillings in the Pound, to be paid 397 
at ſix ſeveral Payments. 
The laſt Act we think proper to mention, that 
was paſſed this Seſſion of Parliament, was concer- 
ning the Deprivation of Popiſb Biſhops, in the firſt - 
Year of this Queen's Reign. Whereby it was 
declared, That the ſaid Deprivation was, and 
« ſhould ſtil] be accounted legal and valid; and that 
the Biſhops ſubſtituted in their Room, ſhould be a, aa for Con- 
© adjudged as lawfully created. Dec. the 20th firming of the 
the Lord Keeper adjourned the Parliament to the * 
11th of January next coming. | ſhops. : 
Some leſs Matters relating to Breaches of Pri- 
vilege and Forms of managing Committees of both 
Houſes, on a Conference, are entered this Seſſion 
in the Journal of the Lords; nothing elſe of any 
Moment, but what will fall better in our Account 
of the Proceedings of the Commons this Parlia-, 
ment, to which we now come. 
But theſe Proceedings will be found much ſhort- 
er, and of leſs Conſequence, than thoſe in the laſt 
Parliament. The firſt Day of their Meeting, Ser- 
jeant Yeboerton having been nominated by Sir Willi- 
lam Knolles, Comptroller of her Majeſty's Houſ- 
hold, as a fit Man for that Office: The ſaid Ser- 
jeant ſtood up, and urged his Diſabilities in too re- 
markable a Manner to be omitted (g). | 


-, 


6 W HENCE your unexpected Choice of gerjeant Yelver- 
me to be your Mouth or Speaker ton's Excuſe, on 


* ſhould proceed, I am utterly ignorant. If from dent choſen 
* my Merits, ſtrange it were __ ſo few Deſerts ns 
* ſhould purchaſe, ſuddenly, ſo great an Honour, 
Nor from my Ability doth this your Choice 
* proceed; for well known it is to a great Num- 
© ber in this Place now aſſembled, that my Eſtate 
is nothing correſpondent for the Maintenance of 
this Dignity: For my Father, dying, left me a 
* younger Brother, and nothing to me but my bare 
* Annuity, ' Then growing to Man's Eſtate and 
+ ſome 
D' Journals, from a Manuſcript, 
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een Elizabeth. © ſome ſmall Practice of the Law, I took a Wife 


I597s 


© by whom J have had many Children, the Keep- 
© ing of us all being a great Impoveriſhment to my 
5 Eftate, and the Daily Living of us all nothing 
< but my daily Induſtry. Neither from my Per- 
£ fon nor Nature doth this Choice ariſe; for he 


that ſupplieth this Place ought to be a Man bigg 


© and comely, ſtately and well ſpoken, his Voice 
< great, his Courage majeſtical, his Nature haugh- 
< ty, and his Purſe plentiful and heavy: But con- 
< trarily, the Statute of my Body is ſmall, myſelf 
not ſo well ſpoken, my Voice low, my Carriage 
£ Lawyer-like, and of the common Faſhion, my 


Nature ſoft and baſhful, my Purſe thin, light, and 


© never yet plentiful, Wherefore I now ſee the 
< only Cauſe of this Choice is, a gracious and fa- 
< yourable Cenſure of your good and undeſerved 
Opinions of me. But I moſt humbly beſeech 
< you, recal this your ſudden Election; and there- 
© fore becauſe the more ſudden, the ſooner to be 
< recalled. But if this cannot move your ſudden 
< Choice, yet let this one Thing perſuadeyou, that 
< myſelf not being gracious in the Eye of her Ma- 
4 P neither ever yet in Account with any great 
Perſonages, ſhall deceive your Expectation in 
© thoſe weighty Matters and great Affairs - which 
© ſhould be committed unto me, For if Demo/t- 
< henes, being ſo learned and eloquent as he was, 
© one whom none ſurpaſſed, trembled to ſpeak be- 
© fore Phocton at Athens; how much more ſhall I, 
© being unlearned and unſkilful, ſupply this Place 
of Dignity, Charge, and Trouble, to ſpeak before 
© ſo many Phoctons as here be? Yea, which is the 


< greateſt, before the unſpeakable Majeſty and ſa- 
< cred Perſonage of our dread and dear Sovereign; 


the Terror of whoſe Countenance will appale 
and abaſe even the ſtouteſt Heart; yea, whoſe 
very Name will pull down the greateſt Courage, 


© For how mightily doth Eſtate and Name of 


— 


© 2 Prince 1” the haughtieſt Stomach, even of 


© their greate Ib 
again and again, to proceed unto a new Election, 


et ers 


Subjects? I beſeech you 8 
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* here being many better able, more ſufficient, and Queen Elizabeth, 
© far more worthy than myſelf, both for the Ho- 1597 


* nour of this Aſſembly, and general Good to the 
public State. 


This Speech being anſwered by Mr. Comptroller, 
and the whole Houle being unanimous in their Op- 
tion, the ſaid Serjeant was preſented, and confirm- 
ed by the Queeh, as hath been before related. 

It hath been the Cuſtom of theſe later Pratefant 
Parliaments, for the Speaker to compoſe a Prayer, 
to be read by him every Morning during the Seſſi- 
on. Accordingly, the preſent Speaker made and 
read the following. 


0 Eternal Cod, Lord of Heaven and Earth, the 8 
great and mighty Counſellor, We thy poor Ser- _ — « 
wants, aſſeinbled before thee, in this honourable Senate, this Seflion, 
humbly acknowledge our great and manifold Sins and 
3 and thereby our Unworthineſs to receiue 
any Grace and Aſſiſtance from thee : Tet, moft mer- 
ciful Father, fince, by thy Providence, we are called 
from all Parts of the Land to this famous Council of 
Parliament, to adviſe of 2 Things whith concern 
thy Glory, the good of thy Church, the Proſperity of 
our Prince, and the Weal of her Pepple; we moſtrin- 
tirely beſeech . thee, that pardoning all our Sins in the 
Blood of thy Son Jeſus Chrift, it would pleaſe thee, by 
the Brightneſs of thy Spirit, to expel Darkneſs and, 
Vanity from our Minds, aud Partiality from our 
Speeches; and grant unto us fuch Wiſdom and Inte- 
grity of Heart as becometh the Servants of Feſus 
Chrift, the Subjects of @ pracious Prince, and 
Members of this honourable Heuſe, 
| Let not us, O Lord, who are met together f the 
Public Good of the whole Land, be more careleſs and 
remiſs than we uſe to be in our own private Cauſes.” 
Give Grace, we beſeech thee, that every one of us may 
labour to ſhew a good Conſcience to thy Majeſty, 'a_ 
good Zeal to thy Word, anda ltyal Heart to our Prince, 
and a Chriſtian Love to our Country and Common- 


wealth, 
O Lord, 


a 
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Queen Elizabeth, . O Lord, ſo unite and conjoin the Hearts of Her 
15% Excellent aje/ty and this whole Aſſembly, as they 
may be a 1 Cord not eaſily broken ; giving 
Strength to ſuch godly Laws as be already enacted, 
that they may be the better executed, and enacbing 
fuch as are further requiſite for the Bridling of th: 
 Widcked, and the Encouragement unto the godly and 
wwell-affeed Subjefts : That fo thy great Bleſſing may 
be continued towards us, and thy grievous Judę- 
ments turned from us. And that wr er Chrijt 
Feſus Sake, our moſt glorious and only Mediator aid 
Aauocate, to whom, with thy bleſſed Majeſty and ile 
Holy Ghoſt, be given all Honour and Praiſe, Pruer 

and Dominion, from this Time forth for evermore. 


After this Prayer was ended and a Bill againſt 
Foreſtallers, &c. read, Mr. Francis Bacon ſtood up, 
and made a Motion © againſt Incloſures and De- 
population of Towns and Houfes of Huſbandry 
Bill for Increaſe * and Tillage. And- to this Purpoſe he brought 
of Huſbandry, in, as he termed it, two Bills, not drawn with a 
< poliſhed Pen, but with a poliſhed Heart, free from 

Affection and Aﬀectation, And becauſe former 

* Lawsare Medicines of our Underſtanding, he ſaid, 

< that he had peruſed the Preambles of former Sta- 

© tutes, and by them did ſee the Inconveniences of 

= © this Matter, being then ſcarce out of the Shel! 

© to he now full ripened. And, he ſaid, that the 

\ Qyerfloawing af the People here, makes a Shrink- 

© ing and Abate elſewhere-: And\that theſe two 

« Mikebiefs, though they be excecding great, yet 

© they feem. the Joſs, becauſe Qu Mala cum mullis 

* patimur,. leviora videntur- And. x it may 

be thought ill, and very prejudicial to Lords that 

have incloſed. great Grounds, and pulled down 

«even, whole Tons, and converted them to 

Sheep Paſtures;. yet conſidering the Increaſe of 

© People, and the Benefit of the Commonwealth, I 

doubt not bat every Man will deem the Revival 

© of. farmer Moth-eaten Laws, in this Point, 2 


— 


Gd. For, Incloſure of Grounds brings Depo- 
pulation 


© praiſe worthy, Thing. For, in Matters of Policy, 
© lis not to be thought ill, whith Bringeth forth 


(a. a-aa a. oa = £- 
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© pulation, which brings firſt Idleneſs, ſecondly De- Queen Elizabeth» 


© cay of Tillage, thirdly Subverſion of Houſes, and 4597. 


| © Decay of Charity, and Charges to the Poor; 


© fourthly impoveriſhing the State of the Realm. 
© A Law, for the taking away of ſuch Inconveni- 
© ences, is not to be thought ill or hurtful unto the 
* general State. And I would be ſorry to ſee 
within this Kingdom, that Piece of Ovid's Verſe 
© prove true, Jew Seges ub; Troja fuit: So in Eng- 
© land, inſtead of a whole Town full of People, 
* nought but green Fields, but a Shepherd and a 
* Dog, The Eye of Experience is the ſure Eye, 


* but the Eye of Wiſdom is the quick-ſighted Eye ; 


and by Experience we daily ſee, Nemo putat illud 
© videre turfe, quod ſibi fit queſiuoſum. And there- 


© fore there is almoſt no Conſcience made in de- 


- Froying the Savour of Life, Bread I mean, for 


' © Pants Sapor Vitæ. And therefore a ſtrict and 


© rigorous Law had need to be made againſt thoſe 
* viperous Natures, who fulfil the Proverb, Si nor 
' hoſe quod wult, velle tamen quod poteſt; which if 

it be made by us, and Life given unto it by Exe- 
* cution in our ſeveral Counties, no doubt but they 
* will prove Laws tending to God's Honour, the 
© Renown of her Majeſty, the Fame of this Par- 
© liament, and the everlaſting Good of this King- 
© dom. And therefore I think them worthy to be 
© read and received. | 


This Speech was ſeconded by Sir Jahn Forteſcue, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who gave his Opi- 
nion much in the ſame Way with M. Bacon and 
alſo moved for a Committee to conſider of the 
Bill; which was ordered accordingly. ; DW 
Nov. the 8th. A grand Committee of Privileges aging une 
and Elections being appointed, Mr. George Maor fary Armour; 
made a Motion fle ſhewed the great and burthen- 
ſome Charge upon the Subjects of this Realm; be- 
* ing compelled, under great Penalties, to have and 
keep ſundry Sorts of Armour and Weapons, at prey 
* ſent altogether unneceſfary and unuſeful, Be- 
den being charged with the finding and providing 
| 0 
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Queen Elizabeth, © of {\;-}1 other Weapons and Armour, from Time 
7597" © to Time, as the Captains, who arc appointed i» 
© this Charge, upon any Occaſion of dervice, will 
call for and appoint, at their own Pleaſure. For 
'© Redreſs whereof, and that a Law might be made 
"< for a Certainty in this Matter, he moved for a 
* Committee, which was accordingly nominated, 


The ſame Day Mr. Francis Haſtings moved * for 
For leſſening Pe. © the Abridgment and Reforming the exceſſive 
nal Laws; Number of ſuperfluous and burthenſome Penal 
© Laws.” This was ſeconded by Mr. Francis Ba- 
con and others, and another Committee was appoin- 
ted to conſider of a Bill for that Purpoſe. Amongſt 
theſe there is only the firſt, againſt Incloſures, which 

paſſed into a Law. | | | 
Nov. the 8th. Mr. Wingfield moved © for a Bill 
© to correct ſundry Abuſes and Enormities, occaſi- 
1 © oned by Patents of Privileges and Monopolies. 
a The next Day, notwithſtanding ſome Oppoſition, 
the Bill was committed; but it did not paſs into a 
Law this Parliament. And, it is only mentioned, 
as it was a Bill which touched the Prerogative, held 
very ſacred” in this Reign. A Revival of this Bill 

occaſioned much Debate in the next Parliament. 
A Bill having been brought into the Houſe, and 
committed, relating” to Abuſes in. Licences for 
Marriages, without Banns; with the Abuſes in 
Probats of Teſtaments and Proceſſes ex Officio by 
Eecleſiaſtical Officers; the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer acquainted them, That her Majeſty had been 
informed of the many horrible inceſtuous Marria- 
ge3 ſpoken of in this Houſe the Day before, And, 
And unlawful being reſolved to redreſs and puniſh the ſame, com- 
- .  manded him to take Information of the Grievances 
from the particular Members of this Houſe, By this, 
it ap , that tho* the Queen had been ever oppo- 
ſite Ta Manner of We in Eccleſiaſtical 
Goverfiment; yet, underſtanding the Abuſes, here 
ſpoken of, had been proved in the Houſe, ſhe had 
not only given Leave to the Commons to treat 
thereof, -but had encouraged them — 
| c 
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Reformation of them. But, notwithſtanding this 2 


fair Beginning, the Bill never paſſed into a Law; 
and ſome Days after was drop'd by the Houſe of 
Commons itſelf. | 3 

Nov. 15th. A Motion was made for a Supply, 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, * who put the 
« Houſe in mind of the Lord Keeper's Speech to 
© them, on the firſt Day of this Parliament, by her 
© Majeſty's Direction, touching the Cauſes of her 
Highneſs's Calling of this Parliament, and ſhew- 
© ing, at large, her Majeſty's great and exceſſive 
Charges, ſuſtained for the — of her High- 
© neſs's Realms and Dominions, agaifiſt the Force 
© of the King of Spain, amounting to more than a 


* treble Value of the laſt three Subſidies and ſix Fif- Motion for 4 
© tcenths and Tenths, granted unto her in the laſt re Suff 


« Parliament; and declaring further the great Ne- 
«© ceflity of ſome Maſs of Treaſure, to be provided 
towards the Supply of her Highneſs's Charges in 
© the Continuation of the Maintenance of her Ma- 
© jeſty's Forces, in Defence of her Highneſs's 
© Realms, Dominions, and Subjects, againſt the 
© Forces and Invaſions of the ſaid King of Spain, 
© and further referring the Particulars of the De- 
© fipns and Attempts of the ſaid King of Spain, 
© fince the laſt Parliament, to be reported unto this 
* Houſe, by Mr. Secretary; moved for a ſelected 
Committee of this Houſe, to be nominated to 
© treat and conſult concerning that Matter.” 
Hereupon Mr. Secretary Cecil ſhewed, at large, 
© The Practices, and Attempts of the ſaid King 
© of Spain, againſt her Majeſty and her Realms, 
* Dominions and Subjects, in divers Sorts, and at 
* ſundry Times; together with his great Over- 
throws in the ſame by the Mighty Hand of God, 
© and of her Highneſs's Forces, to his perpetual Ig- 
* nominy and great Diſhonour throughout the 
* whole World,” And ſo, after a large Diſcourſe, 
moſt excellently delivered by him, ſays the Jour- 
naliſt, concluded with a Motion for proceeding to 
© the ſaid Committees.” Whereupon, after ſome 
Speeches by Sir Edward Hobby and Mr. Francis Bacon, 
Vor. IV, D d It 
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; Queen Elizabeth. It was agreed, that all the Privy Council, bein? 
597+ Members of this Houſe, all the Knights returned for 
the Counties into this preient Parliament, and all 
Citizens for Cities returned into this Houſe, ſhould 
meet about the ſaid Buſineſs, on Friday next, at 
Two in the Afternoon, in this Houſe ; and any 
other of this Houſe then to come to them alſo at 
their Pleaſure. 

eh; It is worth Obſervation, that notwithſtandin 
— — the large Supply, granted by the laſt — 
poſition. met with ſo much Oppoſition in the Commons; 
both in the many Diſputes they had with the Lords 
about it, and amongſt themſelves: Vet a Grant 
of the ſame Nature, and with ſome harder Condi- 
tions, on the Part of the Subject, paſſed this Houſe 
in far leſs Time, and without any Oppoſition at all, 
For a Bill for a Grant of three Sub/idies and fix Fif- 
teenths and Tenths, to be paid in a ſhorter Time 
than thoſe granted laſt Parliament, was read a firſt 
Time, December the 7th. On the 1oth it was 
ordered to be engroſſed; and, on the 14th of the 
ſame, it paſſed this Houſe, and was ſent up to the 
Lords, by Mr. Comptroller and others. On which 
the . makes this Obſervation; That as 
this Grant exceeded that in the laſt Parliament, in 
Reſpect of the Manner of Payment, ſo in the next 
a ſtill larger Supply was given.“ By which, we 
muſt either judge that the Neceſſities of the State 
were in theſe Times excecding urgent; or that 
the former Grants ſerved as leading Precedents to 
the latter. Notwithſtanding the Clauſe in the Pre- 
amble to the Bill of the firſt Grant expreſsly ſays, 
That theſe large and unuſual Grants, made to a mf: 
excellent Princeſs, on a moſt preſſing and extraordinar) 
, Occaſion, ſhould not, at any Time hereafter, be drawn 

into a Precedent. 

IJ be reſt of the Proceedings of the Houſe of 
Commons, in this Seſſion of Parliament, are about 
Matters of ſmall Account to this Hiſtory, and 

therefore omitted. On the 2cth of December the 

Houſe was adjourned to the 11th of January, on 

account of Chri//mas Holy-Days. And, on 2 
5 9 
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th of February, the Queen came to the Houſe of Queen. Elizabeth, 
Lords in the Afternoon, as was the uſual Cuſtom, 7597+ 
in thoſe Days; when, ſending for the Commons, 
the Speaker, having made his three Revetences to 
her Majeſty, ſpake; in Effect, as follows: 


c PE S T, he ſhewed the Happineſs of a Com- 

0 mon-Wealth governed by Laws, by which Ine Soeaker's 

© Subjects are held in due Obedience; which her rg the 

© Majeſty obſerving, had now called a Parliament tn of th 
for the Preſervation of ſome Laws, Amending of TAY 


© others, cutting off unneceſſary Statutes, and 
© the making of new, never before enacted : And 
© that her Majeſty's Subjects in this Parliament, 
© conſidering the Strength of the Realm to conſiſt 
© in the Strength of the Prince and Subjects, _ 
their Strength to ſtand firſt in the Hands of Go 
© and next in Proviſion of Treaſure; there- 
fore, ſaid he, your Majeſty's moſt humble, duti- 
© ful, and obedient Subjects, have, by me their 
Mouth and Speaker, preſented here a free Gift 
© of their free and loving Hearts; the which, I 
hope and think, was granted without a Thought 
© ofa No. Sure I am, without the Word of a Ne. 
The ſecond Part ſhewed a Commandment im- 


Xt © poſed on him by the Houſe of Commons, which 
we © was touching Monopolies or Patents of Privilege, 
ate © the which was a ſet and perined Speech, made at 
hat © a Committee. þ | 
s to „The Third ſhewed a Thankfulneſs of the 
re- © Houſe of Commons for the Pardon. | | 
1785 The Fourth and laſt contained the ſaid Speak- 
moſt *er's own Petition, That if any Faults had been 
nary committed in the Houſe, they might not be now 
awn © again revived, And if either he had ſpoken too 
* much, or not ſo much as in Duty he ought to 
e of © have done, he beſought her Majeſty's Pardon. 
bout * And that as it had pleaſed her Majeſty to grant 
and © Pardon to all her loving Subjects, ſo that fh2 
17 yo © would not exempt him alone, We : 
| 
s the 
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Queen Elizabeth To which Specch the Lord Keeper, by the 
1597 Queen's Command, made the following Anſwer : 


3 UR Moſt Dread Sovereign, her Excellent 
—_— J O Majeſty, hath given — in Charge, to ſay 
© unto you and the reſt of her loving Subjects, 
© that ſhe doth thankfully accept of their free 
Gift of Subſidy granted by the Commons, which 
© ſhe would not have required, had not the Puiſ- 
© ſance of the Enemy conſtrained her thereunto, 
© Secondly, Touching the Monopolies, her Maje- 
© ity hoped that her dutiful and loving Subjects 
* would not take away her Prerogative, which is 
© the chiefeſt Flower in her Garden, and the prin- 
© cipal and head Pearl in her Crown and Diadem 
© but that they will rather leave that to her Diſ- 
© polition, And as her Majeſty hath proceeded 
© to Trial of them already, ſo ſhe promiſeth to 
© continue, that they ſhall all be examined, to abide 
© the Trial and true Touchſtone of the Law. 
© Thirdly, Touching her Pardon, her Majeſty's 
« Pleaſure is, that I ſhew unto you, that you do 
not fo willingly accept it as ſhe giveth it. 
© Fourthly, For your Pardon, Mr. Speaker, her 
© Majeſty faith, That you have ſo learnedly and ſo 
© eloquently defended yourſelf now, and painfully 
© behaved yourſelf heretofore, as that your Labout 
« deſerveth double her Thanks: But, in your Pe- 
< tition, I muſt alſo join with you, in beſeeching 
© her moſt Excellent Majeſty, that if any thing, 
© through Want of Experience, or through mine 
© ImperfeCtions and Ignorance, have overſlipped 
© me, it may be pardoned and remitted.” 
The Lord Keeper having finiſhed his Speech, 
- and the Queen given the Royal Aﬀent to fifteen 
Private and twenty-eight publick Acts, and refuſed 
The Parliament or quaſhed forty-eight ſeveral Bills, which had 
difvlv'd, paſſed both Houſes, the ſaid great Officer, by 
her Majeſty's Command, diſſolved this Parliament. 


The Year after the laſt Parliament was diſſolved, 
died William Cecil, Lord Burleigh, Lord High 
: * ? Na- 


of ENGL &N D. PPM. 
Treaſurer of England. This Stateſman had lived Queen Elizabeth, 
to a good old Age; and, at laſt fell, exhauſted by 1597. 
Study and the neceſſary Fatigue of his Employ- 
ment. He had acquired a vaſt Eſtate, with as great The Death of the 
a Character; and left two Earidoms in his Fami- Lord Treaſurer 
ly, to this Day enjoyed by his Poſterity. Being ieh. 
ſet at the Head of the Public Revenue, he kept a 
very ſtrict Eye on all the Farmers of the Cuſtoms 
and he uſed to ſay, That he never cared to ſee the 
Treaſury ſwell like a diſordered Spleen, when the o- 
ther Parts of the Commonwealth were in a Conſump- 
tion, He uſed all poſſible Means to enrich both 
the Queen and the Kingdom, by his Adminiſtrati- 
on; in which he had good Succeſs. For, ſays 
Camden, it was his uſual Maxim, as well as com- 
mon Expreſſion, That nothing could be for the Ad- 
vantage of a Prince, which makes any Way againſt 
his Reputation, Two admirable Leſſons to be ſtu- 


: died by all ſucceeding Treaſurers, XS. 

: Nothing material happened in the State for ſome 
s more Years after the Diſſolution of the laſt Parlia- 
| ment, fit for theſe Inquiries ; except, that we find 
5 Puritanical Principles were now become almoſt as 


| formidable to the Eſtabliſhed Church, as Popery The Riſe of tha 

J itſelf. In the Year 1590, the forty-ſecond of this — 
Queen, two ſpecial Commiſſions were ſent out, to * 

the two Provinces of Canterbury and York, directed 


8 to each Archbiſhop, the Biſhops, and many other 
8 Clergy, Knights and Gentlemen of thoſe Diſtricts, 
1 to enquire into and ſuppreſs them. Theſe Com- 


miſſions recite the Titles of all the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, made in this Reign, for giving Power to the 
ch, Crown to exerciſe Juriſdiction in Spirituals. Be- 
en ginning with that Act of the firſt Year, entitled, 
An Af reftoring to the Crown its antient Furiſdiftion 
had over the State Eccleſiaſtical and Spiritual, and aboliſh» 


n 


by ing all foreign Power repugnant to the ſame. | 
Nt, The Commiſſions are both of them preſerved, 


at length, in Rymer's public Acts (5). By them, 


red, the Commiſſioners there named, are authoriſed and | 
gh appointed to inquire of all and ſingular hereti- 
rea- D d 3 cal, 


6% Fed, Anglican. Tom, XVI. Pag. 386, 400. 
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queen Elizabeth. cal, enormous, and offenſive Opinions, ſeditious 
21897 Books, private Conventicles, &c. Sc. and to 
put the Laws in Execution againſt all ſuch Per- 
ſons, as ſhall offend againſt the ſaid Statutes, and 
. bring them to P uniſhment. 


This was called the Higb-Commi ſſiun-Court, 
which, tho* firſt inſtituted by this truly Proteſtant 
Queen, and fortified by ſo many Acts of Parliament, 
was, in a ſucceeding Reign aboliſhed, together 

with Epiſcopacy, and all Kingly Government. 
Wie now come to the laſt Parliament of Queen 
Elizabeth, which was called to meet at eſiminſter, 
on the 27th yay of October, in the 43d Year 
Anno Regni 43, of her Reign. When; being aſſembled, and the 

1601. Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of 
— Commons, having Notice that her Majeſty, with 
divers Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and others, 
were ſet in the Upper Houſe, haſted thither; 
but before they came, the Door of the Houſe was 
ſhut, and notwithſtanding any Means that was 
made by them, was ſtill kept ſhut, until the Lord 
Keeper had ended his Speech; their Reſentment of 
which will appear in the Sequel. The Subſtance of 
what the Lord Keeper fpoke, at this Time, was as 
followeth. = > 3 

8 IE uſed Perſuaſion of Thankfulneſs, and 
8 0 of Obedience, and alſo ſhewed her Ma- 
— the Sec. jeſty's Deſire of Diſſolution of this Parliament 
ns. © before Chriſmas, He ſhewed unto us the Ne- 
I 5 ceffity we ſtand in, and the Means to prevent it; 
the Neceſſity, the Wars between Spain and Eng- 
land ; the Means; Treaſure, &c. His Advice 
was, that Laws in Force might be reviſed and 
© explained, and no new Laws made, Our Ene- 
mies, he ſaid, were Enemies to God, the Queen, 
© and the Peace of this Kingdom, conſpired to o- 
* verthrow Religion, to reduce us to a tyrannical 
- £ Servitude, Theſe Enemies he named to be the 
' _£ Biſhop of Rome and the King of Spain. Our 
State being thus, he fummoned us to be provi- 
£ dent, by reaſon we deal with a provident Ene- 
my; and conhdent, becauſe God hath ever, w 
137 „ 1 ne 
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© he hoped, will ever bleſs the Queen with ſucceſsful Queen Eliaabethf 
Fortune. He ſhewed how apparent his Provi- 1607. 
«© dence” was, by the Means and Courſe he ta- | 
* keth for our Inſtruction: And ſecondly, The 
© Succeſs we had againſt him by God's ſtrong Arm 
© of Defence in 1588, and divers other Times fince. 
© You ſee, ſaid he, to what Effect the Queen's 
Support of the French King's Eftate hath brought 
him; even made him one of the greateſt Princes 
© in Europe; but when her Majeſty's Forces left 
© him, how was he fain to ranſom a ſervile Peace 
© at our Enemies the Spaniard's Hands with diſho- 
© nourable Conditions. For the Law-Countries, how 
© by her Aid, from a confuſed Government and 
State ſhe brought them to an Unity in Counſel], 
© and defended them with ſuch Succeſs, in her At- 
© tempts againſt the 2 Power of the Spani- 
© ards tyrannical Deſigns; which have fo much 
© gauled him, that, how many deſperate Practices 
© have been both deviſed, conſented to, and ſet on 
© foot by Commandment of the late King his Fa- 
ther, i need not ſhew you, neither trouble you 
with Arguments for Proof thereof; being con- 
* feſled by them that ſhould have been Authors 
© themſelves. But, de mortuis nil niſi bonum. I 
would be loth to ſpeak of the Dead, much more 
* to ſlander the dead. I have ſeen her Majeſty 
© wear at her Girdle the Price of her Blood; I 
mean, Jewels which have been given to her 
* Phyſicians to have done that unto her, which I 
© hope, God will ever keep from her ; but ſhe hath 
rather worn them in Triumph than for the Price, 
* which hath not been greatly valuable. uf 

© Then he fell to perſuade us, becauſe new Oc- 

* caſtons were offered of Conſultations, to be pro- 

* vident in. Proviſion of Means for our own De- 

* fence and Safety, ſecing the King of Spain means 

to make England miſerable by beginning with 

* Ireland; neither doth he begin with the Rebels, 

but even with the Territory of the Queen her- 

* ſelf, He ſhewed that Treaſure muſt be our 

, Means, for Treaſure is the Sinews of War, Sc.“ 
] DSS: Notwith- 
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een Elisabeth. Notwithſtanding this unuſual Excluſion ef Ae 
» * 0 Lower Houſe; on the 3oth of Oclober, when the 


ohn Crgok Eſq. 
Hoken Nele 


Queen came to the Houſe of Lords, the ournali/} 
tells us, That the Commons preſented Fohn Crooke, 
Eſg ; Recorder of London, for their Speaker, who, 
after three low Reverences to her Majeſty, ſpoke 
as follows. | 8 


A Sacred and Mighty Smvereign, 

c U P DON your l Commandment, your 
c moſt dutiful and loving Commons, the 
© Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the Lower 
© Houſe, have choſen me your Majeſty's moſt 
© humble Servant, being a Member of the ſame 
© Houſe, to be their Speaker; but finding the 
£ Weakneſs of myſelf, and my Ability too weak 
? to undergo ſo great a Burthen, I do moſt hum- 
* bly beſeech your Sacred Majeſty to continue your 
© moſt gracious Favour towards me, and not to 
S lay this Charge, ſo unſupportable, upon my un- 
£ worthy and unable Self: And that it would pleaſe 
© you to command you Commons, to make 2 
new Election of another, more able and more 
« ſufficient to diſcharge the great Service to be ap- 
pointed by your Majeſty and your Subjects. 
And I beſeech your moſt excellent Majeſty, not to 
< interpret my Denial herein, to proceed from any 
< Unwillingneſs to perform all devoted dutiful Ser- 
vice; but rather out of your Majeſty's Clemency 
+ and Goodneſs, to interpret the ſame to proceed 
from that inward Fear and Trembling which 
© hath ever poſſeſſed me when, heretofore, with 
* moſt gracious Audience, it hath pleaſed yout 
* Majeſty to licenſe me to ſpeak before you. For, 
I know, and muſt acknowledge, that, under God, 
© even through your Majeſty's great Bounty and 
£ Favour, I am what I am; and therefore none of 
your Majeſty's moft dutiful Subjects more bound 
* to. be ready, and being ready, to perform even 
A the leaſt of your Majeſty's Commandments. 


* 


therefore do moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, 


? that in regard the Service of ſo great a — 
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_ © tizens, and Burgeſſes of the Lower Houſe, to 
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© and flouriſhing Kingdom, may the better and Queen Elizabeth, 
« more ſucceſsfully be effected, to command your 299% 
« dutiful and loving Commons, the Knights, Ci- 


© proceed to a new Election.“ 
To which the Lord Keeper, having received 
her Majeſty's Orders, anſwered thus : | 


Mr. Speaker, | | 
Her Majeſty with gracious Attention having 
© heard your wiſe and grave Excuſe for your Diſ- The Lord Keep. 
© charge, commanded me to W unto you, That er's Anſwer, 
© even your eloquent Speech of Defence for your- 
© ſelf, is a great Motive, and a Reaſon very per- 
* ſualive, both to ratify and approve the Choice of 
© the loving Commons, the Knights, Citizens, 
© and Burgeſſes, as alſo to commend their wiſe and 
© diſcreet Choice of yourſelf, in her gracious Cen- 
© ſure, both for Sufficiency well able, and for your 
© former Fidelity and Services well approved and 
accepted of: And therefore her Majeſty taketh 
this Choice of you for bonum Omen, a Sign af 
good and happy Succeſs, when the Beginning is 
taken in Hand with ſo good Wiſdom and Diſ- 
£ cretion. 4 
Her Majeſty therefore commanded me to ſay l 
© unto you, that ſhe well liketh of your Election, | 


and therefore ſhe ratifieth it with her Royal 
© Aﬀent.” 


The Speaker replied in this Manner. 


Meoft Sacred and Moſt Puiſſant Queen, if 
n 8 EE ING it hath pleaſed you to command j/ 
my Service, by conſenting to the free Elec- 
tion of your dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, of me to be 
* their Speaker, I moſt humbly beſeech your Ma- 
$ jeſty, to give me leave to ſhew unto you the 
* dutiful Thoughts and earneſt AﬀeCtions of your 
© loyal. Subjects to do your Majeſty all Services, 
and to defend your Royal and Sacred Perſon _ 

bk a | 6 wit 
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Quee: Elizabeth. © with their Lives and Goods, azainſt, &c, And 
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© ſo made a vehement Invective againſt the Ty- 
© ranny of the King of Spain, the Pope's Ambi- 
© tion, the Rebels of Ireland, which, he ſaid, were 
© like a Snake cut in Pieces, which did craw! and 
© creep- to join themſelves together again. And 
© laſtly, with Prayers to continue the proſperous 
< Eftate and Peace of this Kingdom, which hath 
© been defended, as he ſaid, by the mighty Arm of 


© our Dread and Sacred Queen. To which ſhe 
L © anſwered openly herſelf, No, but by the mighty 
Hand of God, Mr. Speaker. Then he proccced- 


*edto the laſt Part, to beſeech her Majeſty for 
Freedom of Speech to every particular Member 
© of this Houſe and their Servants. And laſtly, if 
© any Miſtaking of any Speech delivered unto him 
© from the Commons ſhould happen, that her Ma- 
©jefty would attribute that to his Weakneſs in De- 
© livery or Underſtanding, and not to the Houſe, 
© as alſo any N through Want of Me- 
< mory, or that Things were not ſo judiciouſly 
© handled or expreſſed by him as they were deli- 
vered by the Houſe.” 


The Lord Keeper, receiving further Inſtructions 
from her Majeſty, anſwered as follows. 

Mr. Speaker, - 
: H * R Majeſty doth greatly commend and 
« like of your grave Speech, well divided, 
< well contrived; the Fit proceeding from a ſound 
Invention, and the other from a ſettled Judgment 
and Experience. You have well, and well in- 
© deed, weighed the Eſtate of this Kingdom; well 
© obſerved the Greatneſs of our puiſſant and grand 
© Enemy the King of Spain, the continual and 
© exceſhve Charges of the Wars of Ireland; which 
© if they be well weighed, do not only ſhew the 
Puiſſance of our gracious Sovereign in defending 
© us; but alſo, the Greatneſs of the Charge conti- 
© nually beſtowed by her Majeſty even out of her 


+ own Revenues to protect us, and the Expolivg 
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* of her Majeſty to, continual Trouble and toilſome We? — 
Cares for the Benefit and Safety of her Subjects. 
© Wherefore, Mr. Speaker, it behoveth us to think 
* and ſay, as was well delivered by a grave Man 
lately in a Concio ad Clerum, Opus eft ſubſidio ne 
fat excidium, 

* Touching your other Requeſts for Freedom 
© of Speech, her Majeſty willingly conſenteth 
© thereto, with this Caution, That the Time be not 
« ſpent in idle and vain Matter, painting the fame / 
© out with Froth and Volubility of Words, where 
© by the Speakers may ſeem to gain ſome reputed, 
Credit, by imboldening themſelves to Contradic- 
© tion, and by troubling the Houſe of Purpoſe, 
with long and vain Orations, to hinder the pro- 
© ceeding in Matters of greater and more weighty 
© Importance. Touching Acceſs to her Perſon, 
© ſhe moſt willingly granteth the ſame, deſiring ſhe 
may not be troubled unleſs urgent Matter and 
Affairs of great Conſequence compel you there- 
© unto: For this hath been held for a wiſe Maxim, 
In troubling great Eſtates, you muſt trouble ſeldom. 

For Liberties unto yourſelves and Perſons, her 
© Majeſty hath commanded me to ſay unto you 
© all, That ſhe ever intendeth to preſerve the Li- 
* berties of the Houſe, and granteth Freedom even , 
* unto the meaneſt Member of this Houſe : But ' 
* her Majeſty's Pleaſure is, you ſhould not main- 
* tain and keep with you notorious Perſons, either 
* for Life or Behaviour, and deſperate Debtors 
* who never come abroad, fearing Laws, but at 
* theſe Times; Pettifoggers and Vipers of the 
Common- Wealth; prolling and common Solli- 
* citors, that ſet Diſſenſion btween Man and 
Man; and Men of the like Condition to theſe : 
* Theſe her Majeſty earneſtly wiſheth a Law may 
* be made againſt; as alſo, that no Member of 
* this Parliament would entertain or bolſter up any 
* Man of the like Humour or Quality, on Pain of 
* her Highneſs's Diſpleaſure. For your Excuſe of 
* the Houſe and of yourſelf, her Majeſty com- 
manded me to ſay, That your Sufficiency hath | 
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Queen Elizabeth. © ſg ofteritimes been approved before her, that ſhe 
— doubteth not of your ſufficient Diſcharge of the 
Place you ſhall ſerve in. Wherein ſhe willeth 
you, to have a ſpecial Eye and Regard not to 
© make newand idle Laws, and trouble the Houſe 
« with them; but rather look to the Abridging and 
©Repealing of divers obſolete and ſuperfluous Sta- 
© tutes; as alſo, firſt, to take in Hand Matters of 
« greateſt Moment and Conſequence. In doing 
thus, Mr. Speaker, you ſhall fulfil her Majeſty's 
© Commandment, do your Country Good, and 
© ſatisfy her Highneſs's ExpeQation.” 


The firſt Thing remarkable which the Houſe of 
Lords went upon, was to bring in a Bill to reſtrain 
A Bill for re. the exceſſive and ſuperfluous Uſe of Coaches. 
fraining the Uſe How long theſe commodious Machines had been 
ef Coackes; then in Ufe is uncertain ; but, probably, ſome 
Time, by its growing to ſuch a Height, as to occa- 
fion this ſumptuary Law to reſtrain the Uſe of 
them. What the Tenor of it was, we know not ; 
for, at the ſecond Reading, it is entered, That 
whereas the ſaid Bill did in ſome Sort concern the 
Maintenance of Horſes, within this Realm, Con- 
ſideration ought to be hadof the Statutes heretofore 
ordained, relating to the Breed and Maintenance of 
Horſes ; and a new Bill was to be framed for that 
Purpoſe, wherein the Uſe of Coaches might be 
included. But we hear no more of this Matter. 
For Preſerving of A Bill was alſo read a firſt and ſecond Time for 
Game; the Preſervation of Pheaiants and Partridges; but 
tho”, at the ſecond Reading, this Bill was of that 
Conſequence as to be referred to a Committee of 
twenty-three Lords, amongſt which were one 
Archbiſhop and four Biſhops, and three Judges, 
with the Attorney General ordered to attend them, 
for their better Direction, yet no farther Notice is 

taken of it in the Journals. 


Another Bill paſſed the Houſe of Lords, for the 


— = „ of the Multitude of Ale-Houſes and 
Ale-Houſes. Tipling-Houſes. A Bill was alſo ſent up by the 
Commons, much to the ſame Purpoſe, — 


JFC Pe Fr IF EP ß "EE ,  T* wp Oy 


wn 
WW, 5 
— 


> 
- 


* 
4 


% ENGLAND. 429 


An Act againſt Drunkards, and common Haunters of Qeen Elizabeth 
l Hose and Taverns; but we do not find by the —_ 
printed Statutes, that either of theſe Bills paſſed 
inta a Law at this Time. Mr. Camden informs 
us that the Vice of Drunkeneſs was firſt brought 
into England, from the Netherlands, about the 
Year 1581, Before that Time, he adds, that 
the Engliſb of all the Northern Nations had been 
the moſt moderate in drinking, and were much 
commended for their Sobriety; till theſe Dutch 
Wars firſt taught the Engliſh Soldiery to drown 
themſelves in ſtrong Liquors, and by drinking 
others Healths, to impair their own. In the Courſe 
of theſe Enquiries, we have met with many 
Bills that have been drop'd or rejected in one Par- 
liament, and yet have ſerved as Ground-Plots to 
proceed upon and finiſh in another, 

A Bill was read twice in the Houſe of Lords 
this Seſſion, and committed, which had this ſhort 
Title, An A for the Aſſurance of Lands. Since 
it did not paſs, and we know not to what Purpoſe 
it was deſigned, we only mention it for two 
extraordinary Rules of the Houſe made concern- 
ing the Debates about this Bill, When the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, returned the Bill to the Houſe, with cer- 
tain Amendments, they were preſently twice read 
and the Bill ordered to be engroſſed. But the Orders of the 
Biſhop of London, one of the Committee, offering Lords in relation 
to ſpeak to the Bill, or to the Amendments, a 0 Bub. 
Queſtion was moved by the Earl of Nottingham, 
Lord Steward, Whether it was agreeable to the 
© good Order and antient Cuſtom of that Houſe, 
© that the ſaid Biſhop, being one of the Com- 
© mittee, and diſſenting from the reſt, in ſome 
Matter, either of the Bill or of the Amendments, 
might ſpeak thereto upon the bringing in and 
* preſenting the Amendments ?? The Lol Keeper 
Fropoſed this Matter to the Houſe, and the Que- 
ſti>n being put, it was carried in the Affirmative, 
That any Member of a Committee might ſpeak, 
in this Caſe, either to the Body of the Bill, or 
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Queen Elizabeth. © the Amendments before they were engroſſed. 
1601 And Order was given that this Reſolution ſhould 
be entered in the Journals, for clearing the ſame 
Doubt, if it ſhould happen to ariſe in any future 
Parliament. 

The next was, that on the third Reading of this 
Bill, many ObjeRtions arifing againſt ſome Points 
of the ſame, made by the Biſhop of London and 
ſeveral other Lords: inſomuch that the Houſe was 
divided in Opinion, whether it ſhould be put to the 
Queſtion for the pafling thereof, or no? Many 
Lords were deſirous that any Defect in the ſaid Bilf 
might be rather reformed, than, by this Queſtion, 
to put it to the Hazard of being rejected. Ano- 
ther Way was therefore firſt propoſed, and the 
Queſtion put, Whether the ſaid Bill, having 
© been referred to a Committee, at the ſecond 
© Reading, and by them returned with ſome A- 
© mendments, and thereupon ordered to be engroſ- 
© ſed, might, after the Engroſſing and the third 
© Reading, be recommitted, or no?' The Num- 
bers pro and con being equal, it was judged that 
the negative Part, who were againſt recommitting 
the ſaid Bill, ſnould prevail. Following the uſual 
Rule in Law, as the Lord Keeper obſerved, That 
© where the Negatives and Affirmatives were equal, 
Semper præſumitur pro Negante. 

Laſtly, the Bill itſelf being put to the Queſtion, 
Whether it ſhould paſs or no?' Was, by the 
Majority, rejected. | 

t ſeems, by the Lords Journals, as if the whole 
Buſineſs of this Seſſion was employ'd in trying 
Complaints upon Breaches of Privilege: (The Re- 
Cital of which is too tedious for our Purpoſe) Inſo- 
much, that on the 1toth of December the Lord 
Keeper acquainted the Houſe, that he had receiv'd 
a Command from her Majeſty to inform them, 
© That the Parliament ſhould end on the 17th or 
* 18th of this Month at the fartheſt; that they 
might repair to their ſeveral Countries againſt 
* Chriſmas. She therefore required them to em- 
« ploy and ſpend that Time which remained, in 
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© Matters concerning the Public, and not on pri- Queen Elizabeth, 
vate Buſineſs,” 0009 

Some few Bills, indeed, of Conſequence, had 
been proceeded upon ; but the main Bill for a Sup- 
ply was = to come, which, no Doubt, the 
Queen's Meflage expedited; for it was delivered 
on the Toth of December, and on the 12th the 
Commons ſent up a Bill for a Grant of N entire A vaſt Subſidy. 
Subſidies, and eight Fifteenths and Tenths; which, 
ina few Days more, had the Aſſent of both Hou- 
ſes. And very ſoon after, a Grant of four Subſidies 
of four Shillings in the Pound, from the Clergy, 
was confirmed by Parliament. 

It is ſtrange that Mr. Camden takes no Manner 
of Notice of this monſtrous, over grown Supply, 
nor the Occcaſion of it. The Engliſb were ſtill ſome- 
what engaged in the Low Country Wars, and the 
Year after, a Deſcent was made by the Spaniards 
in Ireland, but without Effect; but neither of theſe 
ſeem to give Occaſion for ſo large a Tax upon the 
Subject as was now granted; and which was juft 
four Times as much as was given in the Beginning 
of this Reign, or in any Reign before it. And it 
is ſomewhat wonderful, that we meet with no 
Grudges or Diſcontents in the Kingdom, when it 


was collected. Which makes Lord Coke's Obſer- 


vation {till more juſt, © That no Tax on the Sub- 


© ject in England will raiſe any Commotions in 
© the Gathering, which hath but a Parliamentary 
Sanction to ſupport it.“ 
It hath been taken Notice of, at the Opening The Commons 
of this Parliament, that the Commons were not reſent their being 


admitted, as uſual, into the Houſe of Lords, to — —— 
hear the Lord Keeper's Speech. Nor is there any at the opening of 


Notice taken, in the ſaid Speech, of their being the Seſſions, 


commanded to go to their own Houſe and chuſe a 
Speaker, Much diſcontented at this Uſage, they 
returned back, however; and, being aflembled, 
Mr. Richard Liefe, one of the Barons of the Cingue- 
Ports, ſtood up and addreſſed himſelf to Mr. Comp- 
troller of the Houſbold, telling him the Wrong 
done unto the greateſt Part of the Members of tł is 

I Houſe, 
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_ veen Elizabeth, Houſe, by their not being ſuffered to come into 


2601s 


Secretary Cecil 


zecapitulates the 


Heads of the 
Lord Keeper's 
Speech, 
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the Upper Houſe, to hear her Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
by the Mouth of the Lord Keeper. Humbly de- 
firing him, as a Comptroller, to be a Means, that 
the Reaſon therefore might be imparted unto ſome of 
the Members of this Houſe, for their better Satiſ- 
faction (i). The Comptroller anſwered, That he 
thought this Requeſt very reaſonable and meet, and 
it ſhould be done at convenient Time; but ſeem- 
ed to impute the ſaid Fault wholly to the Gentle- 
man-Uſher of the Upper Houſe, 

The Ceremony of preſenting the Speaker, Cc. 
being given before, we paſs on to relate the reſt of 
the more remarkable Proceedings of the Com- 
mons in this Parliament. 


November the zd. Mr. Liefe ſtood up again in 


the Houſe, and moved, That ſince many of the 


Members were Strangers to the Lord Keeper's 
Speech, and conſequently of the Cauſe which 
© moved her Majeſty to call this Parliament, they 
© might he in ſome ſort ſatisfied in that Point. 
On which Mr. Secre Cecil repeated the Heads 
of the ſaid Speech to the Houſe, and then proceeded. 
© For my own Advice, touching the particular 

© Counſels of this Houſe, I wiſh that we would not 
© trouble ourſelves with any fantaſtic: Speeches or 
© idle Bills, but rather ſuch as be for the general 
© Good, both light in Conception, and facile in 
© Execution, Now ſeeing it hath pleaſed you all 
© hitherto with Patience to hear me, if with your 
© Favour, I may particularizeand ſhew the Ground 
© of the former-delivered Speech, touching the State 
© of Ireland, I ſhall be very glad, both for my own 
© Diſcharge, and for your Satisfaction. The King 
© of Spain, having quit himſelf of France, by a 
< baſe and ſervile Peace, forgetteth not to follow 
the Objects of his Father's Ambition, England and 
© the Low Countries, He hath made Overtures 
© of Peace, which, if they might both be honou- 
© rable and for the Public Good, I hold that neither 
* a wiſe nor an honeſt Man would impugn * 
5 « He 
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© He hath put an Army into Ireland, the Num- QueenElizabeth, 
© ber four thouſand Soldiers, under the Conduct of 1601. 
© a valiant, expert, and hardy Captain, who chooſ- 
eth, rather than return into his own Count 

« without any famous Enterprize, to live and die 
in this Service. Theſe four thouſand are three 
Parts natural Spaniards, and of his beſt expert 
Soldiers, except them of the Low-Countries : 
« Thoſe he could not ſpare, becauſe of his Enter- 
prize of Offend, And how dangerous the Loſs 
© of that Town would be to this Land, I think 
© there is no Man of Experience but can witneſs 
© with me, For he would eaſily be Maſter of all 
© that Coaſt, ſo that the Trade between England 
and the Low-Countries would be quite diſſolved. 
© Yea, he would be ſo dangerous a Neighbour to 
© us, that we, which are now Tenants by Diſcre- 
© tion, are likely ſhortly to be Tenants by the 
© Courteſy. hen he is our Neighbour of the 
© Low-Countries, what Neighbour hath Spain, to 
© whom he ſhall not be troubleſome. 

I will ſhew you further what beſides this he 
© hath done, and how Eagle-eyed he is continually 
over us: To reſiſt the Twr#'s Attempts, he hath 
© ſent ten thouſand Men; to the Low-Countries nine 
* thouſand 3 in an Enterprize of his own againſt the 
«© Turk he hath ſent . . . which being diſ- 
© patched, thoſe Soldiers ſhall return againſt the 
© next Spring, and ſecond theſe four thouſand Men. 
Now in the Enterprize for Ireland, to reſiſt thoſe 
* Attempts in Being, and the enſuing Proviſions a- 
© painft us, let us conſider the Certainty of our E- 
© ſtate in Jreland; We have there an Army, and 
nothing but an Army, fed even out of Eng- 
© land; with what Charge it brings to the Queen, 
* what Trouble to the Subject, what Danger it is 
© to them there left, if the Proviſion ſhould fail ; 
* what Hurt to the Common-Wealth, by making 
_ © Things at a higher Rate than otherwiſe they 
er would be, I refer it to your Wiſdoms to imagine. 
n. © Overthis, I aſſure you, it is beyond all Precedent 
ie and Conjecture: His Preſence and Cauſe of 
0. Vox. IV. Ee « War 
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en Elizabeth) © War there, is tꝭ defend the Catholic Cauſe; I 
— mean, to tear her Majeſty's Subjects from ner; 
for, I :may fayyrThe hath mo Catholic obedient 

« Subject there, (becauſe fhe ftandeth excommuni- 

© cate at this preſent by Force of two Bulls of this 

Pope, by which the Subjects are abſolved of 

*itheir Obedience. That you do only remember 


< you doit Aris et Focis; yen, we do it for a 


Prince that deſireth not to do any thing extra- 
ordinary out of the Coffers of her Subjects. She 
* {elleth her Land to defend us, ſhe ſupporteth all 
the neighbouring Princes to gain their Amities 
and 'eſtablifh- our long Peace; not theſe five, 
or ſeven, or ten Years, but forty three Years, for 
© all our Proſperities. I hope I ſhall not ſee her 
Funeral, upon which may be written, Hic ſolum 
at Viektix Orientis. And I pray God, I may 
not. What we freely give unto her, ſhe, living, 
© beſtowvit to our Good; and dying; doubtleſs, will 
leave ib for our Profit. Thus have I out of mine 
© own Genius, for mine own Part, delivered unto 
you what I know. And touching that I have 
ſpoken in performing your Commandment, I will 
„take no Thanks from you for my Pains ; for no 
e. Man cares with leſs Affection to ſpeak in this 
* Aſſembly, or: Ecſireth to gratify any particular 
Member of this Houſe more than myſelf.” 


Mr. George Moore moved, That whereas the 
„ Loxd-Keeper's Oration was, That the greateſt 
Matters ſhould be handled in the Beginning of 
the Patliament,” a Committee might be choſen 
do certify the Houſe what / thoſe Matters were, 
chat Order might be taken accordingly.” . 


- 
- 


On this. Motion, a Committee was immmedi- 
ately appointed, which - conſiſted of all the Privy- 
Council, being Members ofthis Houſe, the Knights 
of the Shires, the Barons of the Cinque Ports, the 
"Knights and Citizens for London, York, Norwich, 

Brifiol,” Torneſs, and about forty more, who wet 
0! Ds" 2 2111 18 * ap- 
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appointed to meet in this Houſe upon Saturday Qzeen Elizabetls 
next at Two in the Afternoon. 2601. 


The Houſe proceeded, the next Day, to regu- 
late Elections and Returns, and ordered another 
Committee for that Purpofe. After which, a Bill 
for Explanation of ſuch Statutes as regard Leaſes 
to be made by Archbiſhops and Biſhops, was read 
to which only. Mr. Baiſe ſtood up and ſaid, « Th 
© this Act would be prejudicial to the Biſhop pre- 
© ſent and the Succeſſor, to their Servants. and to 
© the Biſhops own Servants and Tenants: To 
© the Biſhop preſent, 'in the Maintenance of his 
© Eftate, which cometh only by continual Fines ; 
© which if they be taken away, then are they not 
© able to maintain'that Hoſpitality, and keep that 
© Retinue either belonging to their Place or an- 
ſwerable to their Living. For, conſider the Re- 
venue of the greateſt Bithoprick in England, it is 
but 2200/. whereof he payeth, for annual Sub- 
© fidies, to the Queen 500/. And what Damage 
ve ſhall do both to him and his Succeſſor herein, 
© his Revenue being ſo beneficial to her Majeſty, I 
© refer to all your Judgments. 


no © To the Succeſſor it muſt needs be more hurt- 
his ful; for when he firſt cometh in, he payeth 
lar © Firſt-fruits, and yet is not allowed to make his 
Benefit by Fines, which all Biſhops Farmers are 
© content to do; ſo that he is caſt one whole an- 
the © nual Value behind Hand, and perhaps hath no 
teſt © Power neither to make Leaſes in twelve or ſix- 
of * teen Years. This, Mr. Speaker, will induce 
oſen the Miniſters of the Word not to ſeek Biſhop- 
ere, * ricks, whereby we may bring the Clergy both to 
15 Poverty and Contempt; from which they have 
© ever been carefully defended and provided. for, 
1edi- *even by the moſt antient Statutes and Laws of 
rivy- this Land now extant. | 
ights „Furtful it is to their Servants, for this may be 
„ the * every Man's Caſe. We know very many good 
wich, * Gentlemen's Sons ſerve Biſhops, and how can 
were © they reward their long and faithful Services, but 
only by, Means of granting over of theſe Fines 
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Queen Elizabeth. © or ſome other Means out of their ſpiritual Func- 
2601. s tion? But this AQ is for the Courtier; and 
I may ſpeak no more of that Point. 

« Laſtly, Mr. Speaker, I myſelf am Farmer 
© to a Biſhop, and I ſpeak this as in my own Caſe 
© (on my Knowledge) to the Houſe, that it is or- 
© dinary upon every Grant after four or five Years, 
© ever to fine and take a new Leaſe, but I refer it 
© to the Conſideration of the Houſe, to do their 
« Pleaſures therein: Only this I can certify, That 
© I have the Copy of the Bill the laſt Parliament 
© exhibited to this Purpoſe, which I having con- 
© ferr'd together with the preſent Bill, do find 
© them to be, Word for Word, all one; and the 
© laſt was rejected,” Whereupon this was alſo 
rejected. | 


/ovember 5th, the famous Mr. Francis Bacon, 

ſo often mentioned before, ſtood up to make a 

Motion, and on the offering of a Bill ſpoke thus: 

Mr. Speaker, I am not of their Mind that 

© bring their Bills into this Houſe obſcurely, by 

© Delivery only to yourſelf or to the Clerk, de- 

ede, Alete lighting to have the Bill ro be incerte Authore, as 
bs Weights and though they were either aſhamed of their own 
Meaſures, Work, or afraid to father their own Children; 
But I, Mr. Speaker, have a Bill here, which, I 

© know, I ſhall no ſooner be ready to offer, but 

you will be ready to receive and approve. I liken 

© this Bill to that Sentence of the Poet, who ſet 

© this as a Paradox in the Fore-front of his Book, 

* Firſt Water, then Gold, preferring Neceſſity be- 

© fore Pleaſute. And I am of the ſame Opinion, 

that Things neceſſary in Uſe, are better than 

© thoſe Things which are glorious in Eſtimation. 

© This, Mr. Speaker, is no Bill of State nor of 

« Novelty, like a ſtately Gallery for Pleaſure, but 

© neither to dine in nor ſleep in; but this Bill is a 

Bill of Repoſe, of Quiet, of Profit, of true 

and juſt Dealings; the Title whereof is, An Ad 

for the better Suppreſſing of Abuſes in Weights and 
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We have turned out divers Bills without Diſ- Queen Elizabeth» 


«* putation: And for a Houſe of Wiſdom and Gra- 
« vity as this is, to bandy Bills like Balls, and to 
* be filent as if no Body were of Counſel with the 
* Common-Wealth, is unfitting in my Underſtand- 
ing for the State thereof. T'11 tell you, Mr. Speak- 
* er, out of mine own Experience, that I have 
learned and obſexved, having had Cauſes of this 
* Nature referred to my Report: That this Fault 
of uſing falſe Weights and Meaſures, is grown ſo 
© intolerable and common, that if you would build 
Churches, you ſhall not need, for Battlements 
© and Bells, other than falſe Weights of Lead and 
© Braſs. And becauſe I would obſerve the Advice 
given in the Beginning of this Parliament, that 
© we ſhould make no new Laws; I have only made 
this Bill a Confirmation of the Statute of the 
* 11th of Henry VIIth. with a few Additions, to 
© which I will (peak at the paſſing of the Bill, and 
* ſhew the Reaſons of every particular Clauſe, the 
* whole being a Revivat of a former Statute : For 
© I take it far better to ſcowr a Stream, than to 
turn a Stream. And the firſt Clauſe is, That it 
is to extend to the Principality of Wales; to con- 
* ſtrain them to have the like Meaſures and Weights 
to us in England. 


Then Sir Robert Cecil moved the Houſe, To 


© have their Opinions, in that there wanted a chief Debate or the 


Member, viz. a Knight of Denbighshire, And 
he ſaid, I am to certify the Houſe thus much, in 
© reſpect of ſome Diſorder committed there, touch- 
ing the Election, by Sir Richard Treuer and Sir 
* John Flydd, to which Sir John Salisbury is a Par- 
* ty, the Sheriff could not proceed in Election. 
For mine own Part, Ithink it fit that Mr. Speak- 
* er ſhould attend my Lord Keeper therein, And 
* then produced a Letter from the Sheriff, that 
* there happening a great Riot and Diſturbance on 
the County-Court-Dav, he had it not in his 
Power to execute the Writ,” 
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To. which Sir. Edward Hobby anſwered, © Me- 
© thinks under Favour, the Motion Mr. Secretary, 
made is good, but the Form therein (I ſpeak with 
call Reverence) not fitting the State of this Houſe, 
For, he ſaid, Mr. Speaker ſhall attend my Lord 
s Keeper, Attend? It is well known that the 
© Speaker of the Houſe is the Mouth of the whole 
© Realm; and that the whole State of the Com- 
c monalty. of a Kingdom ſhould attend one Per- 
© ſon; I ſee no Reaſon, I refer it to the Conſide- 
c ration of the Houſe: Only this Propoſition 1 hold, 
That our Speaker is to be commanded by none, 
neither to attend any, but the Queen only.“ 
Mr. Johnſon ſaid, The Speaker might ex Off- 
© cio ſend a Warrant to the Clerk of the Crown 
© who is to certify the Lord Keeper, and ſo to 
© make anew Warrant.” | 19 
Sir Edward Hobby ſaid, © That for Election of 
< Burgeſſes, he had ſeen, half a Score Yeſterday 
with Sir John Puckering's Hand, when he was 


Speaker.“ 


* 


_ Mr, Speaker ſaid, I may inform you of the 
Order of the Houſe, That a Warrant muſt go 
from the Speaker to the Clerk of the Crown, 
who is to inform the Lord Keeper, and then to 
c make a new Writ.” e | 

Mr. Secretary Cecil ſaid, 5 I ſhould be very ſorry 
© to detract, from any particular Member of this 
* Houſe, much more from the general State; my 
Meaning was miſtaken, and my Words miſcon- 


„ *v 


6 ſtrued,” 


| On the 7th of November in the Afternoon, the 


: 


4 
L 


Committee on the Subſidy fat in the Houſe; when 


Sir Walter Raleigh moved the Houſe, To conſi- 
© der to what Intent they came together, and now 
jn their Coming what was to be conſidered, For 
# the Subſidy and the Manner and Quality thereof, 
© I will now only intimate thus much unto you: 
That the laſt Pailizinent, only. three Subſidies 
« were granted, upon Fear that the Spaniards were 
coming; but we ſce now they are come, and 

5 | have 


of ENGLAND. 4392 
© have ſet Foot even: in the Queen's Territories 2 7 
© already, and therefore are the more of us to. be — 
6 reſpected and regarded. And ſeeing; the Sale of 
ber Highneſs's oτπn Jewels, the great Loans the- 
Subjects have lent her, yet unpaid, the continua 
„Selling of her Lands and Decaying of het Reves 
nues, the Sparing ever aut of 'hexiown: Pur ſe and 
« Apparel for out Sakes: will not ſtue; but yet ſne 
© muſt be fain to call her Court of Parliament for. 
aur Advice. and Aid in this Caſe; I wifi for m 
© own Part (as a particular Member: iofitmis hag . 
© mon-Wealth): that we may not de leis than we 
« dic before; and that we alſo. would bountifully, 
| according to our, Eſtates, contribute to the Ne- 
| , calſity of her nn now it ſtandetu. . 
ö nn ne g! 
Mr. ©Her Majekly. hath ſpent ſo ? 
; much, that now ſhe is fain to defire the Help of 
ö her Subjects: Let ius draw to ſome Head, 344 
| © leave our Orations. and Speeches. We are to 
conſider only hat is fit to be given ; and as for 
5 * my, Part, as a poor Member and one of the- 
ö © meaneſt in this Houſe,; I Will beo bold 0 
N deliver mine Opinion firſt, becauſe ſome muſt 
6 © break the Ice. Three Pound Land and under to 
© pay 25. 8d. in the Pound, and Fire Pound 
N Goods and under to pay 14. Sd. in the Bound, 
© and double Fenths and PFifteenthsas:ſoon as may 
7 © be. . Although. I may ſeem over bold, being but 
4 © 2 Rural and Countryman, to ſpeak even out of 
my Element in this Caſe; yet I do heartily crave 
. —— of all, beſeeching that neither 
© aptneſs or Diſorder of Speech. not the — — 


c 

n « thineſs of my Perſon may prejudice the Cauſe. 6 
dir Robert (froth; * That four Poum Land full 

7 < Subſidy, and. x. Pound) Goodsdul Subſidy might 

T « be paid tu ber Majofiy.! (ft yaw ,der 

, Sir Francis Haſting: — «T hat Three Pound* | 


: Men might de extmpted, and all others abore 
D that Rate to pay ng: tolthe Nate to make 
e y up a * 2 yet; n 03 nit nun nud ? 
d * E e 4 Mr. 


440 
nt, Mr. Philipp: moved, That the Four Pound 


2 


The Parliamentary HisTory 


Men might be exempted, and four Subſidies re- 
© ceived from the Rich, which ſhould be termed a 
6 Contribution, becauſe it might make no In- 
© novation.” 

Sir Waker Raleigh (aid, If all pay alike, none 
© will be aggrieved; if any | be exempted, doubtleſs, 
it will breed much Grief, and the Feeling will be 

< great to thoſe Three Pound Men. that will feel 
© any Thing, but it will bs nothing to them that 
> — any Thing, 

Sir Edward Hebly ſaid, + We cannot hear you, 

© ſpeak out, you ſhould ſpeak ſtand „ that ſo the 
£ Houſe might the better hear you. o Sir Walter 
Raleigh ſaid, That being a Couples, he might 
« ſpeak either ſitting or ſtanding, and ſo e Fa 


, deer the former aaron 


Mr. e Ceeil ſaid, 8 Deckuſe | it is an Ar- 
6 © of more Reverence, I chuſe to ſpeak 
- Randing, As long = the Queen by the Advice 
ef her did find Means to ſpare you, ſo 
« Jong ſhe ever deſired that her Subjects might not 
de charged : But if her Majeſty, as ſoon as the 
daſt Subſidy had beer ſpent, ſhould — again re- 
©[forted unto you, I do aſſure you, this Parliament 
had been ciled in Oftober laſt, Now if upon 
Providence and Foreſight, you did contribute un- 
to her Majeſty; much more ſhouid we now do 
the ſame; a reſolute Company of Soldiers 
© have intrenched themſelves in her Majeſty's King- 
«dom of Ireland, and more Bupplies thither are 
daily expected. It is Time to open our Coffers, 
Itchat we may obviate, in the Beginning, theſe few 
© Forces of the Spamards, leſt growing to greater 
2 we cannot expel them with leſs than 
500, oool. which we may now do with 100,000 
m preſent. If there be any that ſits next the 
+ Door that deſires to ſit next the Chair to give his 
Opinion, I will not alſo give him my Place, 
# but thapk him to . 


$ (This 
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© (This was conceived to be Sir Edward Hobby, Queen Elizabeths- | 


who coming to fit near the Chair, and not giv- 
ing him Place, fate next the Door.) | 
We that fit here, for my Part, take your Fa- 
vours out of Courteſy, not out of Duty; — but 
to the Purpoſe. The Queen hath occaſion to uſe, 
© as divers in this Houſe do know, 300,000/. be- 
« fore Egfter; how this ſhall be raiſed and gathered, 
© that is the Queſtion; for without this Proportion 
« of Charge, neither the Spaniards in Ireland can 
© be repell'd, and the Wars there maintained, nei- 
ther her Majeſty's other Affairs be ſet on Foot, 
neither Proviſion ſufficient can be ſet on Foot, or 
made for Defence from foreign Invaſions. Ad- 
mit with a leſs _— we ſhould now expel him, 
Will any Man be fo ſimple to think he will give 
© over the Enterprize, being of ſo great Conſe- 
« quenc: and grow deſperate? I ſhould think him 
© but .a Man of ſhallow Underſtanding and leſs 
Policy. Surely, if we had been of that Mind 


© when' we had that great Overthrow of his invin- 


© cible Navy in 1388, we had been deſtinated to 
« Perdition, For how many chargeable Enter- 


© prizes of puiſſant and great Conſequence hath he 


« fince made? The like, if his Forces in Ireland 
© ſhould now fail, would he do again. And there- 
« fore that Proviſion we now make, if he ſhould 
be expell'd with a leſs Matter, would ſerve to 
make Defence againſt his next Invaſion of that 
Kingdom; as alſo, enrich her Majeſty to be ready 


to furniſh her Navy and Forces the ſpeedier for 
« her Safety. Beſides, if he beſtow ſuch Maſſes 


© of Treaſure for the gaining of one poor Town, 
© Oflend, what will he do to gain ſo ſtrong and fa» 
« mous a Kingdom as Ireland I I will, by the Leave 
* of a worthy Perſon who fits by me, and knows 
« theſe Things better than I do, yield a particular 
Account unto you of the State itſelf Firſt, 


The laſt whole Subſidy after the Rate of Four 


Pound Lands, and Eight Groats Goods, came 
« not to above 80, ooo. the Subſidy of the m_ 
« 20,0904. the double Fifteenths 60,000, A 


* which 
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need bich ie 100, oo Sinse my Lord of EN“ 
going: into Treſaud, ſhe hath ſpent 300,000/. 
So the Queen is behind 440, 000. Thus we 


© refer tho Matter to your judicigus — : 
We wg yl ſhew you the preſent State of the Queen 


and her, Affairs, wiſhing, ne Man to, look that 
we. ſhould give Advice what, is to be done, as 


6 Ju you yourſelves, who are the Wiſdom of 


Land, could neither direct yourſelves, nor 


theſe Reaſons all 4h m_ 
A State. « ©) 2 W 0 * 


Ar. Comptroller Sig Jaba Farteſeus, * Sante 


a- 


tary, Herbert, ſpake all to the like Effect; only. 


Sir. Jebn Forteſcue added this, Nhat what pleaſed - 
© the Houſe, in the Name of the Srbfdy, to beſtow - 
the ſame, Her Majeſty did and moo ever em- 

< play toitheir Uſesz ſo that dying, it might be 


ritten on her Tomb, £ 
a that ſhe dying, liveth 


' oceupatus - vixit, ſo 


* embare that the Great- Turi when, he con- 


© quered Conſtantimple, found therein three Hun- 


« drach Millions of Geld, If they; quorh he, had 


©-beftawed three Millions in D — of their City, | 
© he zquld never have gotten. it. From this Blind- 


ede ptay God defend us, that we may not be 
„ backward to give four Subſidies to her Majeſty, 


on Want whereof-in Lime, we may happen to 


© Ibſe that which will not be en or de- 
ended with à Hundred. 


» After which it was agreed. by: general Conſent, 


«Pf? ti CLIE 77 In it Sf.” 
— of the fame, Manch, e Town- 
Hand, Eſq ; Author of the Book already mention- 


o-Three Pound 2 included. . 


a * 


ABT to repreſs Win: preferring a Bill againſt the Multitude of 
che Multitude of common Sollicitors/ ſpoke AS follows. ; 


common Sollici- 


„Mr. Speaker, It. is well aid by a worthy Mem- 
$ ber, of this Houſe, Mr. Francis Bacun, that every 
Nan is bound to helm the Common - Wealth the 
© beſt heimay; much mere is. every Man in his 


foidw ® par- 


- employing all to the 
<* Safety of her Subjects. And I beſeech you re- 
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* particular Bound, being a Member of this Houſe Queen Elizabeth? 
if be knew any dangerous Enormity towards the we © 
Common- Wealth, not only to open, it, but, if it 
. Common-Wealth, y pen, it, but, if it 

may be, oppoſe it, We being all here within 
" theſe Wals together, may be Iikened to a Jury 
Y | R 3495 ln. 5 

clofe ſhut up in a Chamber; every Man there 
upon his Oath; and every Man here upon bis 
Conſcience, being the Grand-Jurymen of the 
Land, bound to deal both truly and plainly. 
© Herewith (though 4 moſt unworthy and leaſt 
© ſufficient Member of this Houſe). myſelf being 
touched, I had rather adyenture my. Credit by © 
* ſpeaking, though confuſedly, than to ftretch my 
* Conſcience (knowing To great a,” Miſchief and 
* Inconvenience unto.this Kingdom), by Silence in 
© (9 pleaſing 'a Cauſe, as T do perſuade myſelf this 
© Bilf-will be to every Man that hears it. To 
* which Mr. Speaker, becayſe I may have Benefit 
© of Speech if Occafian ſerve, at the ſecond Read; 
©ing thereof, I will not ſpeak. more at this pre- 
a ſent, but only touching the very Tract of the 
Bin itſelf, The honourable Perſonage, that in 
* the Upper Houſe in the Beginning of this Parlia- 
© ment, ſpake againſt the lewd Abuſes of prolling , 
Sollicitors and their great Multitude, who ſet 
Diſſenſion betwixt Man and Man, like a Snake 
cut in Pieces, crawl together to join themſelyes 
* again to ſtir up evil Spirits of Diffenifion He, I 
© fay, adviſed us, that a Law might be made to 
© repreſs them; I have obſerved that no Man in 
* this Parliament ever offered to prefer any ſuch 
© Bill to this Houſe but, ſure I am, no Man ſpake 
© to this Purpoſe, I have therefore, Mr. Speaker, 
© preſumed out of my yeung Experience, becauſe 
© 1 know Part of their Abuſes, and with that ſmall 
© Portion of Learning that T have, to draw a Bill, 
Fand here it is. The Title is thus: An A to 
© repreſs the Multitude of Common Sollicitors. The 
© Body of the Act diſableth all Perſons to 
F ſolicit any Cauſe other than their own, There 
are excepted and ' fore-prized four ſeveral Sorts, 
N Lawyers and Attornies in their on- Courts; 

24" | where 


I 
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they be ſworn Servants . and 
© Kinſmen with the fourth Degree of Conſan- 
q guinity. And no Man within this Kingdom but 
may find a fitting and convenient Sollicitor within 
© theſe four Degrees. And I humbly pray, it 
© being ſo ſhort, that the Bill may be read and 
© received.” | 


On the fame Day the Affair of the Supply was 
again before the Houſe; and Mr. Secretary Ceci! 


Supply rentered. began firſt, and ſaid, 


© When it was the good Pleaſure of this Houſe 

© to give Order ta the Committees to conſider 
* the common Danger of this Realm, in which not 
only 8 Member of this Houſe, but every 
* Man in the Kingdom is intereſted, it liked the 
Committees after their Reſolution to chuſe one 
among all to give Account of their Proceed- 
© ings, and that is myſelf. I do know, it were the 
, Way for a Man's Memory, to deliver the 
* laſt Reſolution without any precedent Argument; 
* for rare is the Aſſembly in which there is. not 
* ſome Variety of Opinions. And Iam of Opi- 
* nion, if we had all agreed u the Manner, as 
* we did ſpeedily upon the Matter, all had been 
_ *difpatch'd in an Hour, It ſeemed by the ready 
* Conſent of the Committees, that they came not 
© tv look an one another, or like Sheep to accom- 
* pany one another; but the Matter was well de- 
© clared by ſome, and at length conſented unto by 
© all. Our Contention bred Difference, and Dif- 
© ference Cauſe of Argument, both how to eaſe 
© the State, and make this Subſidy leſs burthenſome 
© which ſhall be received, Some were of Opinion, 
© that the Three Pound Men. ſhould be ſpared, 
© becauſe it was to be conſidered they had but ſmal! 
* Portions, Others were of Opinion, that the 
Four Pound Men ſhould give double, and the reſt 
© upwards ſhould be higher ſeſſed. Others were 
of other Opinions. Again it was moved, whe- 
© ther this Subſidy ſhould go in the Name of 2 
© Benevolence or Contribution, or whether — ag 
Name 
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Name of a Fourth Subſidy ; but at length moſt Queen Elizabeth, 


© Voices reſolved it ſhould have the old Name of a 
© Subſidy, decauſe Subſidium and Auxilium are all 
© one. The moſt Voices concluded, That there 
© ſhould be no Exception of the Three Pound 
© Men, becauſe according to their Rate ſome were 
© 'ſefſed under Value; beſides, Separation might 
breed Emulation, Suſpicion of Partiality and 
© Confuſion. And the whole Realm, when each 
© Man comes into his Country, will be better ſatis- 
© fied, when they ſhall know they have ſpared no 
© Man, nor made any Disjunction. It was ſaid 
© by a Member of the Houſe, that he knew ſome 
poor People pawn'd their Pots and Pans to pay 
© the Subſidy. It may be you dwell where you 


© ſee and hear; I dwell where I hear and believe. 


And, this I know, that neither Pot nor Pan, nor 
© Diſh nor Spoon ſhould be ſpared when Danger 
© isat our Elbows, But he that ſpake this, in my 
« Conſcience, ſpake it not to hinder the Subſidy, or 
© the Greatneſs of the Gift, buttoſhew the Pov 
of ſome ſeſſed, and by ſparing them to yield 
© them Relief, But, by no Means, I would have 
© Three Pound Men exempted, becauſe I do wiſh, 
© the King of Spain might know, how willing we 
© are to ſell all in Defence of God's Religion, our 
Prince and Country, 5 

© I have read when Hannibal reſolved to ſack 
s Rome, he dwelt in the Cities adjoining, and 
© never feared or doubted of his Enterprize, till 
Word was brought him that the Maidens, Ladies 
and Women of ſold their Ear-Earings, Jew- 
els and all their Neceſſaries to maintain War 
© againſt him. I do take myſelf in Duty bound 
to acquaint this Houſe with the Modeſty of the 
Committee at the Propoſition; that where firſt 
© this Houſe never ſtruck to commit it, they never 
© ftruck (underſtanding the Reaſons) to grant it.” 


| Then was a Motion made by Sir Robert Wroth, 
© That this new Subſidy might be drawn in a Bill 
© by itſelf, to which ſhould be annex'd a Preamble 


© of 
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Ng ech. © of the great Neceſſities, the Willingneſs of the 
* © Subje, and that it might be no Precedent ; but 


© that would nat be yielded unto,” 


Mr. Francis Moore moved that, That which 
© was done might be cotnpleatly done, and the 
< Subſidy gathered by Commiffion, and not by the 
old Roll; for peradventure' fome were dead, 
© others fallen to Poverty, others richer, and fo 
* deſerved to be enhanced, Sc. And withal he 
© faid, that the Granting of this Subſidy ſeemed to 
© be the Alpha and Omega of this Parliament.“ (i) 

. 4 wa 1.5 


Mr. Wingfield moved, the hononrable of the 
Council, Members of this - Houfe, © That ſeeing 
<'the Subſidy was granted, and they yet had done 
© nothing, it would pleaſe her Majeſty not to diſ- 
* ſolve the Parliament till fome Acts were paſſed.” 


Mr. Francis Bacon, © Aſter a Repetition that the 
Three Pound Men might not be excluded, con- 
© cluded, that it was Dulets Trans pari Jugo, there- 
© fore the Poor as well as the Rich not to be ex 
empted. - 181 


Sir aller Raleigh faidy $1 like not that the Spa- 


niardi, our Enemies, ſhould know of our Selling 


our Pots and Pans to pay Subſidies ; well may 
« you call it Policy, as an Honourable Perſon al- 
* ledged, but, I am fure, it argues Poverty in the 
State. And for the Motion that was laſt made, 
* of Dulcts Tracius pari Fugo, call you this par 
Jugum, when a poor Man pays as much as a rich, 
and peradventure his Eftate is no better than he is 
< ſet-at, or but little better; when our Eſtates 
that be thirty Pounds or forty Pounds in the 
© Queen's Books, are not the hundred Part of our 
Wealth? Therefore it is not Dulcis nor pari. 


Mr. Secretary Cecil. That for what the 

„Gentleman ſaid, „That the Subſidy was the 

« 4!pha and Omega of this Parliament:” I think 
(i) Author of the Report, 


/ 
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T he ſpoke it not ſimply out of Humour, but ra- Queen 1 


* ther upon Probability: For, I can aſſure you, 
© her Majeſty is as 'reſpeCtive over you touching 
© her Laws, which ſhe defireth may be'- perufed 
© and amended, that ſhe meaneth not to diſſolve 
© this Parliament *till ſome Things be amended. 
„For that, that I ſaid, touching the Spaniards 
knowing of our Sale of our Pots and Pans, and 
© all we have, to keep him out, which ſhould 
be a Matter of Policy, to which the Gentleman 
(Sir Walter Raleigh) took Exceptions; I fay, It 
© is true, and yet I am miſtaken. I ſay, it is good 
© the Spaniards ſhould know how willing we are 
© to fell our Pots and Pans and all we have to 
© keep him out: Yet I do not ſay, it is he 
* ſhould know we do ſell them. That is, I'would 
have him know our Willingneſs to ſell, (though 
+ there be no Need) but not of our Poverty in Sel- 
© ling, or of any Neceflity we have to ſell them, 
© which I think none will do, neither ſhall need to 
$ do.” Then all the Houſe cried, No, No; as 
much as to ſay, no Man did fo, 

Sir Arthur Gorge moved, That it would 
© pleaſe the Council, that Order might be- taken 
that Juſtices of the Peace might be ſeſſed accord-- 
© ing to the Statute, viz, at Twenty Pound Lands, 


© whereas there be few Juſtices that be above 


Eight or Ten Pounds.“ | 
Then Serjeant Heyle, * Mr. Speaker, I marvel 
© much that the Houſe will ſtand upon granting of 
a Subſidy, or the Time of Payment, when all 
c we have is her Majeſty's; and ſhe may lawfully, 
c at her Pleaſure, take it from us. Yea, ſhe hath 
© as much Right to all our Lands and Goods, as to 
am Revenue. of her Crown. At which all the 
Houfe hemm'd, and * r and 22 6 — 
49 Serjeant Heyle, r Hemmi 
h — 2 — of Coun | — $0 Mr. Speak 
er ſtood up and faid, It is a great Diſorder that 
this ſhould be uſed; for it is the antient Uſe of 
©every Man to be ſilent when any one ſpeaketh ; 
and he that is ſpeaking ſhould be ſuffered * 
* , „ Iver 
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2 proceeded, and when he had ſpoken a 
little while, the Houſe hemm'd again, and ſo he 
fat down. In his latter Speech he ſaid, He 
© could prove his former Poſition by Precedent in 
* the Times of Henry III. King Fohn, King 
© Stephen, &c.” which was the Oc of their 


- Hemming. 


Mr. Montague ſaid *, © That there were no ſuch 
© Precedents; and if all Preambles of Subſidies 
© were looked upon, he ſhould find it it wereof Free 
Gift. And although her Majeſty requireth this 
© at our Hands, yet it is in «s to give, not in her 
to exact of Duty. And for the Precedents there 
© be none ſuch, but touching a Tenth Fleece of 
© Wool, and a Tenth Sheaf of Corn that was 
© granted to Edward III. at his going to the 
8 ueſt of France ; becauſe all the Money, then 
in the Land to be levied by way of Subſidy, 
would not be any way anſwerable to raiſe that 
© great Maſs he deſired. And fo, having theſe 
© Tenths, he ſold them to private Men to gain that 
©* Subſidy, and ſo raiſed Money to himſelf for his 
£ Enterprize.” (4) | | 

Nevember 16. A Bill for redreſſing certain In- 
conveniences in the Statute of 2: Hen. VIII. Chap. 
13. intitled, An Act againſt Pluralities of Benefices 


ies of Bes- fer taking of Farms by Spiritual Men, and for Re- 


fidence, was read the ſecond Time. 
Mr. Dunn ſaid, It was no Reaſon that Men of 
* unequal Deſert ſhould be equally beneficed, of 
* equalized with the beſt.” | 
Dr. Crompton wiſhed © That Pluralities of Offi- 
ces might be be taken from the Laity, and then 
© Pluralities of Benefices from the Spirituality. Al- 
© ſoin former Ages, he ſaid, Impropriations were 
© given to the Spirituality, and then no Pluralities 
allowed; as alſo Spiritual Men bound by Eccle- 
© ſiaſtical Canons of their on from Marriage, fo 
© that they might live with far leſs Charge than 
* Afterwards Lord. C. J. B. R. Lord Treaforer Baron of Kipubol- 


. ven, Viſcount Mandeville, and Earl of Manchefter. See V V. 


p- 381. Alſo Vol. VIII. 5. 53. (% See Vol. I. pag. , 33% 
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© now they do. But having taken from them Queen Flizaþeth, 
«* firſt the Impropriations, they cannot keep that 


© Hoſpitality which is required. And next, Mar- 
© riage being tolerated among them, they living at 


great Charge both of Wife and Children, one 


«© Benefice of ſmall Cure ſufficeth not.” 

Sir George Moor Thought the Bill moſt fit 
© to be committed, it being, in the general Opi- 
© nion, a good Law, and tending to a good and a re- 
© ligious End, and ſuch is the Iniquity of this Age, 
© that for Want of a good Law of this Nature, 
© many Souls do not only languiſh but periſh ever- 
© laſtingly, for Want of Spiritual Food.” 

Mr. Lock. I think bare Silence is not an Ex- 
© oneration of a Man's Conſcience : The Simili- 


© tude of Offices and Benefices, made by the Doc- 


tor, doth not hold, under Favour ; for Non ff 
incipiendum cum Laicis, ſed incipiendum a Domo 
© Dei: Therefore if they begin firſt, we ſhall fol- 
low in avoiding Pluralities.” 

Dr. James. That it had been ſaid, That Plu- 
* ralities were the Cauſe of bringing Corruption in- 
© to the Church; but for that, under Favour, ſaid 
© he, I think the contrary, becauſe Corruption is 
commonly where Poverty is; but if competent 
Living be given to the Miniſter, I ſee no Reaſon 
* why juſt Men ſhould judge there to be Corrup- 
tion. Secondly, It was ſaid, That it would be 
© a Means of preaching the Word; for that I an- 


* iwer, That if Hope of competent Living be 


* taken away, it will be a Means to make the beſt 
* Wits refuſe the Study of Divinity. And there- 
© fore an Hiſtorian ſaith well, that Sublatis Præ- 
* mits corruunt Artes, Conſider beſides, that in 
England there are above eight thouſand eight 
hundred and odd Pariſh-Churches; fix hundred 
* of which do but afford competent Living for a 
* Miniſter : What then ſhall become of the Mul- 
* titude of our learned Men? They have no other 
* Preferments unleſs it be to get ſome Deanery, 
* Prebend, or ſuch like, which is no eaſy Mat- 
*terto do, they being ſo few, eſpecially in this 

Vor. IV, Ff | 6 catch- 
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Queen Elizabeth. © catching Age. To give the beſt Scholar but az 


© great Proportion as the meaneſt Artiſan, or to give 
© all alike, there is no Equality; for Inægualibus 
© equalia dare abſurdum. And this will breed Po- 
© verty in the greateſt Learned, which is the 
© Mother of Contempt, a Thing both dangerous 
© and odious unto Divinity: This muſt needs en- 
© force Preachers to preach placentia; which is a 
© Thing abhorr'd even of God himſelf. A Preach- 
© er, who is no ordinary Perſon, ought to have an 
extraordinary Reward; for the Canon ſaith, he 
© muſt be ad minimum Artium Magiſter, aut publi- 
© cus aut idaneus Verbi Divini Concionator. 

Mr. David Waterhouſe, * Becauſe myſelf am 
an Officer, I mean only to ſpeak of the Doctor: 
© Similitude of Pluralities of Offices. By the 
© Common Law, an Officer ſhall forfeit his Office 
© for Non-Attendance; ſo for a Benefice the In- 
© cumbent ſhall alſo forfeit. But after the Sta- 
© tute came which made this Toleration upon 
© eighteen Days Abſence : So that now, if we ſet 
© this Statute at Liberty again, this ſhall be no In- 
© novation in us, but a Renovation of the Com- 
mon Law. And I will end only with this Cau- 
© tion to the Houſe, That commonly the moſt ig- 
© norant Divines of this Land be double beneficed. 

Serjeant Harris, We ſeem to defend the Pri- 
© vileges and Cuſtoms of the Houſe, but if we pro- 
© ceed to determine of this Bill, Mr. Speaker, we 
© ſhall not only infringe a Cuſtom which we have 
© ever obleried, viz, to meddle with no Matter 
© that toucheth her Majeſty's Prerogative ; but 
© alſo procure her great Diſpleaſure. Admit we 
© ſhould determine of this Matter, yet her Ma- 
© jeſty may grant Toleration with a Non ob/tante. 
© And, Mr. Speaker, the laſt Parliament may bea 
Warning to us when the like Bill by us was pre- 
fer d, and the ſame not only rejected, but alſo her 
© Majeſty commanded the Lord Keeper to tell us, 
„That ſhe hoped we would not hereafter medcle 
in Caſes of this Nature ſo nearly touching her 


« Prerogative Royal.” 
| | Mr, 
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Mr. Martin. © I agree with one that ſaid, Learn- Qzeen — 
1801. 


ing ſhould have her Reward; but I ſay more, 
© That our Souls ſhould have their Spiritual Food.” 

Mr. Francis Haſtings. *T proteſt that which I ſhall 
© ſpeak, I will utter to you all, out of the Conſcience 
of a Chriſtian, Loyalty of a Subject, and Heart of 
an Engliſbman. I know that Diſtributis Parochia- 
rum oft ex Jure Humano, non Divino. But he that 
© ſaid ſo much, give me Leave to tell him, That 
* Diftributio Verbi Divini eſt ex Jure Divino et Hu- 
* mano, If then by the diſtributing and ſevering of 
© Benefices to divers learned Men, the Word may 
© be the better diſtributed unto the People, and 
© preached as, God be thanked, it hath been theſe 
© forty-three Years, under her Majeſty's happy 
© Government (the Point of whoſe Days, I be- 
© ſeech the Almighty, may be prolonged ;) I ſee 
© no Reaſon, Mr. Speaker, why we ſhould doubt 
© of the Goodneſs of this Bill, or make any Queſtion 
© of the Committing thereof, &c.” 

Mr. Roger Owen ſhewed, That a Statute was 
but Privatio communis oo : And this Ac will 
© make no Innovation, becauſe it repeals only the 
© Proviſo, and not the Body. Whereas it was ſaid 
© that Honos alit Artes, and much more to that Pur- 
© poſe: and if you take away the Honour and Re- 
* ward, then you take away the Study itſelf. For 
© Anſwer thereunto, Mr. Speaker, I ſay, under Fa- 
* vour, that this Statute takes away no Benefices 
from the Clergy, but doth only better order the 
© Diſtribution of Benefices among the Clergy. For 
© another Doctor that alledged a Canon confirmed 
© under the Great Seal of England, I ſay, under 
* Favour, that they of the Clergy, and not we of 
the Laity, are bound thereby; for they are, as it 
© were, Bye-Laws to them, but not to us.“ After 
which it was committed. 

November 17. An Act to ſuppreſs the Sin of A- 
dultery was read the firſt Time. The Subſtance 
where of was, that if a Woman or Man, or both, 
were convicted of Adultery, he ſhould loſe his Te- 
nancy by Courteſie, and ſhe her Tenancy in Dower. 
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Serjeant Harris. © Mr. Speaker, by the Scope 
© of this Bill, the Determination of this Fact muſt 
: be by two or three blind Witneſſes, in the Eccle- 
Bill for puniſhing 6 ſiaſtical Court; which is no Reaſon that Judges 


Eceleſiaſtical ſhould determine of Laymen's In- 
© heritances. Beſides, there is another groſs Fault 
© in the Bill, for if they be both Poor, and have no- 
© thing but Goods, if the Man be taken in Adulte- 
© ry, he ſhall not be puniſhed, becauſe there is no- 
© thing of which he ſhould be Tenant by the Cour- 
© teſlie, But if the Woman be taken, ſhe 


is to loſe 
© the Third of the Goods; or if it be in the City, 
© by Cuſtom, ſhe loſeth the Half, which is 35 in- 
© #quale, and not to be admitted by this Houſe,” 
Then all the Houſe cried, Away with it. 


On the 20th of November, the Grand Affair of 
Monopolies began in this Houſe. It was firſt 
brought in by Mr. Laurence Hide, and was then in- 
tituled, An A for the Explanation of the Common 
Law in certain Gaſes of Letters Patents. After it 
was read, the Queſtion was to be put for the com- 
mitting of it; and ſome crying out, Commit it, 
ſome Ingroſs it, a great Debate aroſe. When Mr, 
Spicer, Burgeſs for Warwick, ſaid, * Mr. Speaker, 
this Aſſembly may be ſaid to be libera Mens et li- 
* bera Lingua, therefore freely and faithfully, that 
© which I know I will ſpeak to this Houſe. This 
< Bill may touch the Prerogative Royal, which, as 
I learned the laſt Parliament, is ſo tranſcendent, 
that the ......... of the Subject may 
© not aſpire thereunto. Far be it therefore from 
me, that the State and Prerogative Royal of the 
© Prince ſhould be tied by me or by the Act of any 
© other Subject. Firſt, Let us conſider of the 
Word Monopoly, what it is, M&@- is Unus, and 
© ia is Civitas (m); fo then the Meaning of the 
© Ward is, a Reſtraint of any Thing publick 8 4 
c 
ity 
(m) This Gentleman ſeems to have more honeſt Zeal than 


Learning. The p «per Derivation of the Word being from 
M., ſolus, and manic, vendo. 
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© City or Common-Wealth to a private Uſe, and the Queen Elizabeth. 
© Uſer called a Monopolitan, quaſi cujus privatum 1601. 
* Lucrum eft Urbis et Orbis commune Malum. And 
© we may well term this Man the Whirlpool of the 
* Prince's Proßt. Every Man hath three ſpecial 
Friends, his Goods, Kinsfolks, and good Name: 
© Theſe Men may have the two firſt, but not the 
© laſt. I ſpeak not, Mr. Speaker, neither repining 
* at her Majeſty's Prerogative, or miſliking the 
£ Reaſons of her Grants, but out of Grief of Heart 
© toſee the Town, wherein I ſerve, peſtered and 
* continually vex'd by the Subſtitutes and, Vice- 

* gerents of theſe Monopolitans, who are ever ill- 
© diſpoſed and affected Members. I beſeech you, 
© give me Leave to prove this unto you by this Ar- 
© cument. Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth the Royal 
* Commiſſion of her Majeſty, being granted upon 
: good and warrantable 88 and alſo abuſ- 
; © eth the Authority and Warrant of her Majeſty's 
t * Privy-Council, being granted unto him for the 
6 more favourable Execution of his Patent: This 
, Man is an evil-diſpoſed and dangerous Subject. 


. But that this is true, and hath been done by one 
t, * Perſon, a Subſtitute of a Patentee, I will prove 
i- unto you. The Subſtitutes for Aquavitæ and 
at * Vinegar came not long ſince to the Town where 
Is © I ſerve, and preſently ſtayed Sale of both theſe 
4s © Commodities; unleſs the Sellers would com- 


its pound with them, they muſt preſently to the 
ay © Council-Table. Myſelf, though ignorant, yet 
om * not ſo unſkilful, by reaſon of my Profeſſion, but 
the that I could judge whether their Proceedings 


ny * were according to their Authority, viewed their 
the Patent, and found they exceeded in three Points: 
and © For where the Patent gives four Months Liber- 
the * ty to the Subject, thathath any Aquavitæ, toſell 
na © the ſame, this Perſon comes down within two 


City * Months and takes Bond of them to his own Uſe, 
* where he ought to bring them before a Juſtice 

than * of Peace, and they there to be bound in Recog- 
* nizance, and after to be returned into the Ex- 

* chequer; and fo, by Uſurpation, retaineth Power 
in his own Hands to kill or ſave, Thus her 
3 Majeſty's 
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Queen Elizabeth Majeſty's Commiſion being tranſgreſſed, as 2 


© {worn Servant to het Majeſty, I hold myſelf 
© bound to certify the Houſe thereof; and alſo 


that this Subſticute ſtands indicted as an obſtinate 


© Recuſant: Yea, when her Majeſty's Name hath 
© been ſpoken of, and herſelf prayed for, he hath 
© refuſed to ſtir Hat or Lip. My humble Motion is, 
© that we might ute ſome Caution or circumſpec- 
© tive Care to prevent this enſuing Miſchief,” 

Mr. Francis Bacon. I confeſs the Bill, as it is, is 
© in few Words, but yet ponderous and weighty, 
For the Prerogative Ro al of the Prince, for m 
< own Part Jever Mood of it, and it is ſuch as 
hope ſhall never be diſcuſs'd. The Qeecen, as 
© ſhe is our Sovereign, hath both an enlarging and 
© reſtraining Power. For, by her Prerogative, ſhe 
© may firſt ſet at Liberty Things reſtrained by Sta- 
© tute-Law, or otherwiſe; and ſecondly, by her 
© Prerogative, ſhe may reſtrain Things which be 
© at Liberty. For the firſt, ſhe may grant Non ob- 
© flante contrary to the Penal Laws, which truly, 
© according to my own Conſcience, [and fo ſtruck 
© himſelf on the Breaft] are as hateful to the Sub- 
« jet as Monopolies. For the ſecond, if any Man, 


out of his own Wit, Induſtry, or Endeavour, 


© finds out any thing beneficial for the Common- 
© Wealth, or bring any new Invention, which eve- 
© ry Subject of this Kingdom may uſe; yet in 
© regard of his Pains and Travel therein, her Maje- 
« ſty, perhaps, is pleaſed to grant him a Privilege to 
© uſe the ſame only by himſelf or his Deputies for 
a certain Time. This is one Kind of Monopoly. 
Sometimes there is a Glut of Things when they 
© be in exceflive Quantity, as perhaps of Corn, 
and her Majeſty gives Licence of Tranſportation 
* to one Man; this is another Kind of Monopoly. 
© Sometimes there is a Scarcity or a ſmall! Quanti- 
© ty, and the like is granted alſo. | Theſe and di- 
© vers of this Nature have been in Trial, both at 
© the Common-Pleas, upon Actions of Treſpaſs, 
© where, if the Judges do find the Privilege good, 
and benclicial to the Common-V/ealth, they 1 
| | © WI 
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* will allow it, otherwiſe diſallow it. And alſo I Qeen Elizabeth, 
know that her Majeſty herſelf hath given Com- 1658. 
* mandment to her Attorney-General, to bring di- 
vers of then, ſince the laſt Parliament, to Trial 
in the Exchequer; ſince which Time at leaſt 
* fifteen or ſixteen, to my Knowledge, have been 
* repealed; ſome by her Majeſty's own expreſs 
* Commandment, upon Complaint made unto her 
by Petition, and ſome by Que Warranto in the 
g —— But Mr. Speaker, ſaid he, pointing 
© to the Bill] this is no Stranger in this Place, but 
< a Stranger in this Veſtment : The Uſe hath been 
© ever to humble ourſelves unto her Majeſty, and 
$ by Petition defire to have our Grievances reme- 
© died, eſpecially when the Remedy toucheth her 
© ſo nigh in Point of Prerogative. All cannot be 
done at once, neither was it poſſible ſince the laſt 
© Parliament to repeal all, If her Majeſty make a 
Patent (or, as we term it, a Monopoly) unto any 
* of her Servants, that muſt go, and we cry out of 
* it: But if ſhe grant it to a Number of Burgeſſes, 
or a Corporation, that muſt ſtand, and that for- 
* ſooth is no Monopoly. I ſay, and I ſay again, 
| that we ought not to deal, to judge, or mweddle 
| with her Majeſty's Prerogative. I wiſh every 
| © Man therefore to be careful in this Buſineſs ; and 
. * humbly pray this Houſe to teſtify with me, that 
J, the Queen's Attorney-General, have diſchar- 
© ged my Duty, in reſpect of my Place, in ſpeaking 


) on her Majeſty's Behalf; and and proteſt I have de- 
r © livered my Conſcience in ſaying that which I have 
: © ſaid,” —_ 

7 Dr. Bennet. * He that will go about to debate 
1 © her Majeſty's Prerogative Royal, had need walk 
n warily. In reſpect of a Grievance out of the 
© City, for which I come, I think myſelf bound 
o * to ſpeak that now which I had not intended to 
bs ' © ſpeak before; I mean a Monopoly of Salt. It is 
it © an old Proverb, Sal ſapit omnia; Fire and Water 
, © are not more neceſſary. But for other Mo- 
J, * nopolies of Cards, (at which Word Sir Walter 


Ff4 © Raleigh 
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Queen Elizabeth. < Raleigh bluſh'd) Dice, Starch, and the like; 
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© they are, (becauſe Monopolies) I muſt confeſs 
© very hurtful, tho? not all alike hurtful. I know 
© there is a great Difference in them; and I think, 
© if the Abuſes in this Monopoly of Salt were par- 
« ticularized, this would walk in the Fore-Rank. 
Nov, ſceing we are come to the Means of Re- 
s dreſs, let us ſee that it be ſo mannerly and 


© handſomely handled, that after a Commitment, it 
may have good Paſlage.” 


Mr. Lawrence Hide. © I confeſs, Mr. Speaker, 
© that I owe Duty to God, and Loyalty to m 
Prince. And for the Bill itſelf I made it, My 
think I underſtand it: And far be it from this 


© Heart of mine to think, this Tongue to ſpeak, or 


< this Hand to write any thing, either in Prejudice 
or Derogation of her Majeſty's Prerogative Ro al 
and the State. But becauſe you ſhall know chat 
this Courſe is no new Invention, but long ſince 
* digeſted in the Age of our Fore-fathers above 
© three hundred Ycars ago, I will offer to your 
< Conſiderations one Precedent roth Edward III. 
At which. Time, one Jahn Peach was arraigned 
© at this Bar in Parliament, for that he had ob- 
© tained of the King a Monopoly for Sweet Wines. 
The Patent, after great Advice and Diſpute, 
was adjudged void, and, before his Face, in open 


Parliament, cancelled, becauſe he had exacted 


$ Three Shillings and Four-pence for every Tun 
of Wine; himſelf adjudged to Priſon until he 
© had made Reſtitution of all that ever he had reco- 
© yered, and not to be delivered till after a Fine of 


Five Hundred Pounds paid to the King. This 


is a Precedent worthy of Obſeryation ; but I dare 
© not preſume to ſay, worthy the following. And, 
Mr. Speaker, as I think it is no Derogation to the 
Omnipotence of God, to ſay, he can do all but 


Evil; fo, I think it is no Derogation to the Ma- 
' © jeſty or Perſon of the Queen, to ſay the like in 
'* ſome Proportion. Yet, Mr. Speaker, becauſe 
+ two Eyes may ſee more than one, I humbly pray, 
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© that there might be a Commitment had of this Qeen Elizabeth. 


© Bill, left ſomething may be therein which may 
© prove the Bane and Clrerthrew thereof at the 
Time of the Paſling.” 


Serjeant Harris. For ought I ſee, the Houſe 
© moveth to have this Bill in the Nature of a Peti- 
© tion; it muſt then begin with more Humiliation : 
* And truly Sir, the Bill is good of itſelf, but the 
Penning of it is ſomewhat out of Courſe.” 


Mr. Montague. The Matter is good and ho- 
© neſt, and like this Manner of proceeding by Bill 
well enough in this Matter. The Grievances 
© are great, and I would note unto you only thus 
© much, that the laſt Parliament we proceeded 
© by Way of Petition, which had no ſucceſsful 
Effect. 


Mr. Francis Moore. T know the Queen's Pre- 
© rogative is a Thing curious to be dealt withal, 
© yet all Grievances are not comparable. I can- 
© not utter with my Tongue, or conceive with 
© my Heart, the great Grievances that the Town 
© and Country for which I ſerve, ſuffereth by 
© ſome of theſe Monopolies; it bringeth the gene- 
© ral Profit into a private Hand, and the End of 
© all is Beggary and Bondage to the Subjects. We 
© have a Law for the true and faithful Currying of 
© Leather; there is a Patent ſets all at Liberty, 
© notwithſtanding that Statute. And to what Pur- 
© poſe is it to do any Thing by A of Parliament, 
© when the Queen will ande the ſame by her Pre- 
© rogative? Out of the Spirit of Humiliation, 
Mr. Speaker, I do ſpeak it, there is no Act of 
© hers that hath been, or is more derogatory to her 
© own Majeſty, more odious to the Subject, more 
dangerous to the Common-Wealth than the 
granting of theſe Monopolies.” 


Mr. Martin. I ſpeak for a Town that 

* orieves and pines, for a Country that groaneth 
and lauguiſheth under the Burthen of monſtrous 
* and unconſcionable Subſtitutes to the Monopoli- 
* tans 
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Queen Elizabeth · © tans of Starch, Tinn, Fiſh, Cloth, Oil, Vine- 


© gar, Salt, and I know not what, nay what not ? 
The principal Commodities, both of my Town 
© and Country, are ingroſſed into the Hand of thoſe 
© Blood-Suckers .of the Common-Wealth. If a 
© Body, Mr. Speaker, being let Blood, be left 
© languiſhing without any Remedy, how can the 
good Eſtate of that Body long remain? Such is 
© the State of my Town and Country; the Traffic 
© is taken away, the inward and private Commo- 
dities are taken away, and dare not be uſed with- 
© out the Licence of theſe Monopolitans. If theſe 
* Blood-Suckers be ſtill let alone to ſuck up the 
© beſt and principal Commodities which the 
Earth there hath given us, what ſhall become of 
© us, from whom the Fruits of our own Soil and 
© the Commodities of our own Labour, which, 
< with the Sweat of our Brows, even up to the 
< Kneees in Mire and Dirt, we have laboured for 
© ſhall be taken by Warrant of ſupreme Autho- 
© rity, which the poor Subjects dare not gainſay?' 


Sir George Moore. I make no Queſtion but 
© that this Bill offereth good Matter; and I do 
© with, that the Matter may in ſome Sort be proſe- 
© cuted, and the Bill rejected. Many Grievances 
© have been laid open touching the Monopolies of 
© Salt; but, if we add thereunto Petre, then we 
© had hit the Grief aright; with which my Coun- 
6 15 is perplexed. There be three Perſons, her 
Majeſty, the Patentce, and the Subject; her 
© Majeſty the Head, the Patentee the land, and 
< the Subject the Foot. Now here's our Caſe, 
© the Head giyes Power to the Hands, the Hand 
oppreſſeth the Foot, the Foot riſeth againſt the 
© Head, We know the Power of her Majeſty 
© cannot be reſtrained by an Act, Why, therefore, 
© ſhould we thus talk ? Admit we ſhould make this 
« Statute with a Neon ob/tante, yet the Queen may 
© grant a Patent with a Non ob/tante, to croſs 
© this Non obſtante. I think therefore, it agreeth 
© more with the Gravity and Wiſdom of this 

« Houle 
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© Houſe, to proceed with all Humbleneſs by Peti- Queen Elizabeth» 
< tion than Bill.” 1601, 


Mr. Wingfield. ] would but put the Houſe in 
Mind of the Proceeding we had in this Matter 
© the laſt Parliament; in the End whereof, our 
Speaker moved her Majeſty, by Way of Petition, 
© that the Griefs touching theſe Monopolies might 
be reſpected, and the Grievances coming of them 
might be redreſſed. Her Majeſty anſwered, by 
the Lord Keeper, That ſhe would take Care 
of theſe Monopolies, and our Griefs ſhould be 
e redrefled ; if not, ſhe would give us free Liberty 
& to proceed in making a Law the next Parlia- 
« ment.” The Grief, Mr. Speaker, is ſtill bleed- 
© ing, and we grown under the Sore, and are ſtill 
© without Remedy. It was my Hap the laſt Par- 
liament to encounter with the Word Prerogative; 
© but as then, ſo now I do it with all Humility, 
© and wiſh all Happineſs both unto it, and to her 
* Majeſty. I am indifferent touching our Proceed- 
© ing either by Bill or Petition, ſo that therein 
© our Grievances may follow, whereby her Ma- 
« jeſty may ſpecially underſtand them. 


Sir Walter Raleigh. J am urged to ſpeak in 
© two Reſpects; the one becauſe I find myſelf 
© touched in particular ; the other, in that I take 
© ſome Imputation of Slander to be offered unto 
© her Majeſty, I mean, by the Gentleman that firſt 
© mentioned Tinn (Mr. Martin) for that being one 
© of the principal Commodities of this Kingdom, 


© and being in Cornwall, it hath ever, ſo long as 

© there were any, belonged to the Dukes of Corn- 

© wall, and they had ſpecial Patents of Privilege. 

© It pleaſed her Majeſty freely to beſtow upon me 
'y © that Privilege; and that ; ao being, Word 
8 for Word, the very ſame the Duke's is, and 
* © becauſe by reaſon of mine Office of Lord War- 
ſs den of the Stannery, I can ſufficiently inform 
h this Houſe of the State thereof; I will make 
p © bold to deliver it unto you. When the Tinn is 
le 


taken 
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Deen Blizab#h. © taken out of the Mine, and melted and refined, 


© then is every Piece, containing one hundred 
© Weight, ſealed with the Duke's Seal. Now I 
© will tell you, that before the granting of my 
Patent, whether Tinn were but of ſeventeen 
« Shillings, arid ſo upwards to fifty Shillings a hun- 
© dfed; yet the poor Workmen never had above 
two Shillings a Week, finding themſelves : But 
ſince my Patent, whoſoever will work, may; 
and buy Tinn at what Price ſoever, they have 
« four Shillings a Week truly paid. There is no 
Poor that will work there, but may, and have 
that Wages. Notwithſtanding, if all others may 
be repealed, I will give my Conſent as freely 
7 the Cancelling of this, as any Member of this 
« Houſe.” ; 


Mr. Downland. If we proceed by Wa 
of Petition, we can have no mote gracious Anf. 
< wer than we had the laſt Parliament to our Peti- 
© tions. But ſince that Parliament, we have no 
« Reformation ; and the Reaſon why I think no 
© Reformation hath been had, is, becauſe I never 
© heard the Cry agaift Monopolies greater and 


© more vehement. 


Mr. Jobnſan. I would we were all fo happy, that 
© her Gracious Self had heard but the fifth Part of 
c that, that every one of us hath heard this Day; I 
© think verily, in my Soul and Conſcience, we 
© ſhould not be more defirous in having thoſe Mo- 


© nopolies called in, than ſhe would be earneſt 
© therein herſelf,” 


After all this Debate, the Queſtion was put for 


committing the Bill or not, and it was carried in 


the Affirmative. On which a Committee was ap- 
pointed, conſiſting of all the Members of the 
Privy-Council, and the learned Counſel of that 
Houſe, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Francis Haſtings, 
Sir Edward Stafford, Sir Edward Hobby, Sir George 
Moore, Sir Robert Moth, and divers others. 


In 


In the Afternoon of the next Day, the Com- Queen-Elizabeth, .. 
mittee met; and our Fournalif hath given ſome 103, 
Particulars of what happened at their firſt Confer- 


ence. 


Sir Edward Hobbey © informed the Houſe of the 
© great Abuſe of the Patentee for Salt in his Coun- 
© try, That betwixt Michaelmas and St. Andrew's. 
Tide, where Salt (before the Patent) was wont 
© to be ſold for fixteen Pence a Buſhel, it is now. 
© fold for fourteen or fifteen Shillings a Buſhel: 
© But, after the Lord Preſident had Underſtanding 
thereof, he committed the Patentee, and cauſed 
© it to be ſold for ſixteen Pence as before. Ta 
© Lyme, there is brought every Year above three 
© thouſand Wey of Salt: and every Wey of Salt is, 
© fince the Patent, enhanced to twenty Shillings; 

and where the Buſhel was wont to be eight 
Pence, it is now ſixteen Pence. And I dare 
© boldly fay it, if this Patent were called in, there 
© might well three thouſand Pound a Year be ſa- 
ved in the Ports of Lyme, Boſton, and Hull, I 
* ſpeak of white Salt. 


Mr. Francis Bacon. The Bill is very injuri- 
© ous and ridiculous ; injurious, in that it taketh 
* or rather ſweepeth away her Majeſty's R- 
© tive; and ridiculous, in that there is a Proviſo, 
© that this Statute ſhall not extend to Grants made 
© to Corporations; that is a Gull to ſweeten the 
Bill withal, it is only to make Fools fain, All 
© Men of the Law know, that a Bill which is on- 
© ly expoſitory, to expound the common Law, 
C Joch enact nothing; neither is any Promiſe of 
© Good therein, And therefore the Proviſo in the 
« Statute of 34th Henry VIII. of Wills, (which 
© is but a Statute expoſitory of the Statute of 32d 
Henry VIII. of Wills) touching Sir Fohn Gainſ- 
« ford's Will, was adjudged void. Therefore J 


* think the Bill very unfit, and our Proceedings to 
© be by Petition.” | D 


Mr. 
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Mr. Flemming aid (n), I will briefly give Ac- 
© count of all Things touching theſe Monopolies. 
Her Majeſty in her provident Care, gave Charge 
© unto Mr. Attorney and myſelf, That ſpeedy 
© and ſpecial Order may be take for theſe Patents; 
© this was in the Beginning of Hillary Term laſt: 
© But you all know the Danger of that Time, and 
< what great Affairs of Importance happened to 
© prevent theſe Buſineſſes; and ſince that Time, 
© nothing could be done for Want of Leiſure.” 


Sir Robert Wrath. I would but note, Mr. 
< Sollicitor, That you were charged to take Order 
* in Hillary Term lat; Why not before? There 
Vas Time enough ever ſince the laſt Parliament. 
© I ſpeak it, and I ſpeak it boldly, theſe Patentees 
© are worſe than ever they were : And I have heard 
© a Gentleman affirm in this Houſe, That there is 
© a Clauſe of Revocation in theſe Patents; if ſo, 
© what needed this Stir of Scire facias, Que War- 
© rauto, and I know not what, when it is but on- 
e ly, to ſend for the Patentees, and cauſe a Re-de- 
© livery ? There have been divers Patents granted 
© ſince the laſt Parliament; theſe are now in Be- 
© ing, viz, The Patents for Currants, Iron, Pow- 
© der, Cards, Ox-ſhin Bones, Train-Oyle, Tranſ- 
© portation of Leather, Liſts of Cloth, Aſhes, An- 
© niſeeds, Vinegar, Sea-Coals, Steel, Aquavitz, 
© Bruſhes, Pots, Salt-Petre, Lead, Accidences, 


'© Oyl, Calamin-Stone, Oyl of Blubber, Fuma- 
* choes or dryed Piltchers in the Smoak, and divers 


© others. 


Upon Reciting of the Patents aforeſaid, Mr. 
Hackuwell ſtood up and aſked thus; Is not Bread 


.* there? Bread, quoth one; Bread, quoth another; 


© this Voice ſeems ſtrange, quoth another; this Voice 
© ſeems ſlrange, quoth a third: No, quoth Mr. 


** Hackwell, But if Order be not taken for theſe, 
Bread will be there before the next Parliament. 


Mr. 


(#) Sollicitor-Geners, 
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ment of the Committee, made a Motion to this 
Effect: Firſt, To put them in Mind of a Petiti- 
© on made the laſt Parliament, which, though it 
© took no Effect, yet we ſhould much wrong her 
© Majeſty and forget ourſelves, if we ſhould think 
© to ſpeed no better now in the like Caſe; becauſe 
then there was a Commitment for this Purpoſe, 
© and the Committees drew a Speech, which was 
© delivered by the Speaker, Word for Word, at 
© the End of this Parliament; but now we might 
© help that, by ſending our Speaker preſently, after 
© ſuch a Committee and Speech made, with hum- 
ble Suit, not only, to repeal all Monopolies grie- 
© yous to the Subject; but alſo, that it would pleaſe 
© her Majeſty, to give us Leave to make an Act, 
© that they might be of no more Force, Validity 
© or Effect, than they are at the common Law, 
© without the Strength of her Prerogative. Which 
though we might now do, and the Act being ſo 
© reaſonable, we might aſſure ourſelves, her Ma- 
© jeſty would not delay the paſſing thereof, yet we 
© her loving Subjects would not offer, without 
© her 4 or Conſent, (the Cauſe ſo nearly 
touching her Prerogative,) or go about to do any 
* ſuch Act. And alſo, that at the Committee 
* which ſhould make this Speech, every Member 
of this Houſe, which either found himſelf, his 
© Town, or Country grieved, might put in (in 
fair Writing) ſuch Exceptions againſt Monopo- 
© lies, as he would juſtify to be true: And that 
© the Speaker might deliver them with his own 
© Hands, becauſe many Obſtacles and Hindrances 
might happen.” 


Mr. Francis Bacon. © Why, you have the rea- 
© dieſt Courſe that poſſibly can be deviſed. I would 
© wiſh no further Order be taken, but to prefer the 
© wiſe and diſcreet Speech made by the young Gen- 
© tleman (even the. youngeſt in this Aſſembly) 
© that ſpake laſt, I will tell you, that even, — 

| * Ure 


* 
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$ certain Courſe is propounded unto us.” 


The Committee agreed to this Motion, and ap- 

inted to meet again on the 23d Inſtant. 

On which Day the Subjects of Monopolies was 

again reaſſumed in the Houſe, and Mr. Spicer ſaid, 

Mr. Speaker, I think it were good this Bill were 

© recommitted ; I am no Apoftate, but I ſtick to the 

«former Faith and Opinion that I was of, that, by 

Way of Petition, will be our ſafeſt Courſe ; for 

© it is to no Purpoſe to offer to tie her Hands by 
© At of Parliament, when ſhe may looſen herſelf 
© at her Pleaſure. I think, it were a Courſe, nec 
© oratum, nec tutum. And therefore, the beſt 

© Way is to have a Committee to conſider what 

© Courſe ſhall be proceeded in; for, I doubt not, 


© but we be all agreed of the Reformation, though 


© not of the Manner.” 


Mr. Davies ſaid, © God hath given that Power 
c to abſolute Princes which he attributeth to him- 
© ſelf, Dixi quod Dit eftis. And as Attributes un- 
© to them, he hath given Majeſty, Juſtice, and 
Mercy; 1 , In reſpect of the Honour that 
< the Subject ſheweth to his Prince; Juſtice, in re- 
© ſpect he can do no Wrong, therefore the Law is 
© x Henry VII. That the King cannot commit a 
© Diſſeizin ; Mercy, in reſpe& he giveth Leave to 
<£ Subjects, to right themſelves by Law: And there- 
© fore in 43 AP. an Indictment was brought a- 
© gainſt Bakers and Brewers, for that, by — 16 of 
8 1 they had broken the Aſſize; wherefore 
c according to that Precedent, I think it moſt fit to 
© proceed by Bill, not by Petition.“ 


Mr. Secretary Cecil. If there had not been 
£ ſome Miſtaking or ſome Confuſion in the Com- 
© mittee, I would not now have ſpoken. The 
© Queſtion was, of the moſt convenient Way to 
reform theſe Grievances of Monopoly: But af- 
© ter Diſputation, of the Labour we have nor re- 
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* ceived the expected Fruit. If every Man ſhall Queen Elizabeth, 
take Leave to ſpeak for the common Subject, 1 #59 
am afraid in theſe vaſt Powers of our Mind, we 

* ſhall diſpute the Project of Reformation quite 

* out of Doors. This Diſpute draws two great 

Things in Queſtion; firſt, The Prince's Power 

* ſecondly, "The Freedom of Engliſhmen. I am 

born an Exgliſbman, and am a Fellow Member 

* of this Houle; I would defire to live no Day, in 

* which I ſhould detract from either. I am Ser- 

* vant unto the Queen ; and before I would ſpeak 

* or give Conſent to a Caſe, that ſhould debaſe her 

* Prerogative or abridgeit, I would wiſh my Tongue 

cut out of my Head. I am ſure, there were Law- 

makers before there were Laws. One Gentle- 

* man went about to poſleſs us, with the Executi- 

* on of the Law in an antient Record of roth King 

* Edward III. likely enough to be true in that 

* Time, when the King was afraid of the Subject. 

* Though this Precedent be a Subſtance, yet it is 

not the Whole of the Parliament. For in for- 

* mer Times, all ſate together as well King as 

Subject; and then, it was no Prejudice to his 

* Prerogative to have ſuch a Monopoly examined. 

* If you ſtand upon Law, and diſpute of the Pre- 

© rogative, heark ye what Bra#on ſaith, Præroga- 

* tivam Noſtram Nemo audeat diſputare. And fot 

my ownPart, I like not theſe Courſes ſhould be 

* taken. And you, Mr. Speaker, ſhould perform n 
* the Charge her Majeſty gave unto you in the Be- i 
© ginning of this Parliament, not to receive Bills | 
* of this Nature ; for her Majeſty's Ears be open 
* to all Grievances; and her Hand ftretch'd out 
to every Man's Petitions. For the Matter of 
* Acceſs I like it well, ſo it be firſt moved and 
the Way prepared. I had rather all the Patents 
* were deſtroyed, than her Majeſty ſhould loſe the 
Hearts of ſo many Subjects as is pretended. I 
* will tell you what I think of theſe Monopolies: 
© I take them to be of three Natures, ſome of a 
free Nature and good, ſome void of themſelves, 


© ſome both good and void. For the firſt, when | | 
Vor. IV. G 8 © the | 
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$f cen Elizabeth 6 the Prince diſpenſes with a penal Law that is 


© left to the Alteration of Sovereignty, I think it 
powerful and irrevocable, For the ſecond, as to 
grant that which taketh from the Subject his 
© Birthright, ſuch Men as defire theſe kind of Pa- 
< tents, T account them Miſdoers and wilful and 
© wicked Offenders, Of the third ſort is, the Li- 
© cence for the Matter of Cards, c. And there. 
© fore I think, it were fit to have a new Commit- 
© ment to conſider what her Majeſty may grant, 
© what not; what Courſe we ſhall take and upon 
© what Points,” | 


Mr. Montague. I am loth to ſpeak what I 
© know, leſt perhaps I ſhould diſpleaſe. The 
© Prerogative Royal is that which is now in Que- 
«© ſftion, and which the Laws of the Land have 
© ever allowed and maintained. Then my Mo- 
© tion ſhall be but this, That we may be Suitors 
© unto her Majeſty, that the Patentees ſhall have 
© no other Remedies than by the Laws of the 
Realm they may have, and that our Act may be 
« accordingly.” 


Mr. Martin. I think the Common Grievances 
© and the Queen's Prerogative have inſpired this 
Gentleman that ſpake laſt (whom for Reverence 
© fake, I muſt needs name, Mr. Montague,) to 
© make that Motion which he hath done.” 


Then a Committee was appointed to meet the 
ſame Day in the Afternoon, when Mr. Secretary 
Cecil ſhew'd the Committee a large Catalogue con- 
ſiſting of near forty different Patents (o), moſtly 
1 ſince the fixteenth Year of the - Queen's 

cign. 


Whereupon, after Mr. Davis had moved to 
have theſe Monopolies proceeded againſt by Bill, 
and Mr. Martin had moved to have them dealt 


in by Petition to her Majeſty, and that the * 
a 


. (0) All the particular Fatents are mention'd in Deus: Journe® 
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had heard the particular Relation of the ſaid Queen Elizabeth, 
Monopolies, there was nothing concluded upon. . 


But in the Morning of next Day, November 24, 
upon loud Confuſion in the Houſe about theſe Mo- 
nopolies, Mr. Secretary Cecil ſtood up, and ſaid, 
* The Duty I owe, and my Zeal to extinguiſh 
© Monopolies, makes me to ſpeak now, and to 
© ſatisfy their Opinions that think there ſhall be no 
© Redreſs of thefe Monopolies. Order is attended 


© with theſe two Handmaids, Gravity and Zeal 


© but Zeal with Diſcretion. I have been (though 
© unworthy) a Member of this Houſe in fix or 
© ſeven Parliaments, yet never did I ſee the Houſe 
© in ſo great Confuſion. I believe there never was 
© in any Parliament a more tender Point handled 
© than the Liberty of the Subject. But that when 
© any is diſcuſſing this Point, he ſhould be cried 


8 © and cought down; this is more fit for a Gram- 
e mar- School than a Court of Parliament. I have 
je © been Counſellor of State theſe twelve Years, 
de yet did I never know it ſubje& to Conſtruction 
© of Levity and Diſorder. Much more ought we 

© to be regardful in ſo great and grave an Aſſembly. 

es Why, we have had Speeches upon Speeches, 
his « without either Order or Diſcretion. One would 
Ce © have had us proceed by Bill, and ſee if the Queen 
to « would have denied it: Another, that tne Patents 

© ſhould be brought here before us and cancelled; 

and this was bravely done. Others would have 

the © us to proceed by way of Petition, which Courſe, 
tary © doubtleſs, is beſt ; but for the firſt, and eſpecially 
on- © for the ſecond, it is ſo ridiculous, that I think 
oftly © we ſhould have as bad Succeſs as the Devil him- 
en's © ſelf would have wiſhed in ſo good a Cauſe, 


© Why, if idle Courſes had been followed, we 
© ſhould have gone, forſooth, to the Queen with 
© a Petition to have repealed a Patent of Mono- 
© poly of Tobacco-Pipes, and I know not how 
* many Conceits; but I wiſh every Man to reſt 
© ſatighed 'till the Committees have brought in 

Gg 2 | their 
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The next Day, after ſome Bills had been read 

in the Houſe, and Silence commanded, the Speaker 

| aroſe out of his Chair, and every Man wondering 
why heſtood up, he ſaid, 

© It pleaſed her Majeſty to command me to at- 

© tend upon her Yeſterday in the Afternoon, from 

The Seater © Whom I am to deliver unto you all, her Maje- 

— the ſty's moſt gracious Meſſage ſent by my unworthy 

Houſe, by the © Self, She yields you all hearty Thanks for your 

Queen's Order, © Care and ſpecial Regard of thoſe Things that 
that the Mono- , X 

polies ſhall be concern her State, Kingdom, and conſequently 

revoked, © ourſelves, whoſe Good ſhe had always tendered 

as her own; for our ſpeedy Reſolution in making 

© of ſo haſty and free a Subſidy; which commonly 

© ſucceeded but never went before our Councils; 

© and for our Loyalty: I-do aſſure you with ſuch 

© and ſo great Zeal and Affection ſhe uttered and 

© ſhewed the ſame, that, to expreſs it, our Tongues 

© are not able, neither our Hearts to conceive it. 

© It pleaſed her Majeſty to ſay unto me, That, 

© if ſhe had an hundred Tongues ſhe could not 

© expreſs our hearty Good-Wills. And further 

© the ſaid, That as ſhe had ever held our Good 

<©'moſt dear, ſo the laſt Day of our (or her) Life 

£ ſhould witneſs it; and that the leaſt of her Sub- 

© jefts'was not grieved, and ſhe not touched. She 

© appealed to the Throne of Almighty God, how 

© careful ſhe hath been, and will be, to defend her 

© People from all Oppreffions. She ſaid, That 

partly by Intimation of her Council, and partly 

© by divers Petitions that have been delivered unto 

© her both going to the Chapel and alſo to walk 

Abroad, ſhe underſtood that divers Patents, 

which ſhe had granted, were grievous to ker 

Subjects; and that the Subſtitutes of the Paten- 

tees had uſed great Oppreſſions. But ſhe faid, 

* She never aſſented to grant any Thing which 

was Malum in ſe, And if in the Abuſe of her 

© Grant there be any Thing evil (which _—_ 

« We 
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Knowledge there was) ſhe herſelf would take Qeen 2 


© preſent Order of Reformation. I cannot expreſs 
© unto you the apparent Indignation of her Majeſty 
towards theſe Abuſes. She ſaid that her Kingly 
© Prerogative (for ſo ſhe termed it) was tender ; 
© and therefore deſireth us not to fear or doubt of 
© her careful Reformation; for ſhe ſaid, that her 
© Commandment was given a little before the late 


© Troubles, (meaning the Earl of Eſex's Matters, ) 


© but had an unfortunate Event: But that in the 
© midſt of her moſt great and weighty Occaſions, 
© ſhe thought upon them. And that this ſhould 
© not ſuffice, but that further Order ſhould be taken 
< preſently, and not in futuro, (for that alſo was 
another Word, which I take it her Majeſty uſed ;) 
and that ſome ſhould be preſently repealed, ſome 
© ſuſpended, and none put in Execution, but ſuch 
© as ſhould firſt have a Tryal according to the Law 
© for the Good of the People. Againſt the Abuſes 
© her. Wrath was ſo incenſed, that ſhe ſaid, that 
© ſhe neither could nor would ſuffer ſuch to eſcape 
with Impunity. So, to my unſpeakable Com- 
© fort, ſhe hath made me the Meſſenger of this 
© her gracious Thankfulneſs and Care. Now we 
© ſee that the Ax of her Princely Juſtice is laid to 
© the Root of the Tree; and ſo we ſee her Good- 
© neſs hath prevented our Counſels and Conſulta- 
© tions. God make us thankful, and ſend her 
© long to reign amongſt us. If through Weakneſs 


of Memory, Want of Utterance, or Frailty of 


* myſelf, I have omitted any Thing of her Ma- 
© jeſty's Commands, I do moſt humbly crave Par- 
© don for the ſame; and do beſeech the honourable 
© Perſons which aſſiſt this Chair, and were preſent 
© before her Majeſty at the Delivery hereof, to 


© ſupply and help my Imperfections; which joined 


* with my Fear, have cauſed me (no doubt) to 


forget ſomething which I ſhould have delivered 
© unto you.“ 


After a little Pauſe and low Talking one with 
another, Mr. * Cecil ſtood up and ſaid, 
| 3g3 There 
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© There needs no Supply of the Memory 
© of the Speaker: But, becauſe it pleaſed him 
© to defire ſome that be about him to aid his 
* Delivery, and becauſe the reſt of my Fellows be 
* ſilent, I will take upon me to deliver 3 


Secretary Cecil's© which 1 both then heard, and ſince know. 


Spe-ch to the 
ſame Effect. 


* was preſent with the. reſt of my Fellow-Coun- 
© ſc]lors, and the Meſſage was the ſame that hath 


been told you; and the Cauſe hath not ſucceeded 


* from any particular Courſe thought upon, but 
from private Informations of ſome particular 
© Perſons. I have been very inquiſitive of them, 
and of the Cauſe why more Importunity Was 
* now uſed than afore; which I am afraid, comes 
© by being acquainted with ſome Courſe of Pro- 
* ceeding in this Houſe. There are no Patents 
© now of Force, which ſhall not preſently be re- 
© voked ; for what Patent ſoever is granted, there 
© ſhall be left to the Overthrow of that Patent, 
© a Liberty agreeable to the Law. There is no 
Patent if it be Malum in ſe, but the Queen was 
© ill apprized in her Grant. But all to the Gene- 
« rality be unacceptable. I take it, there is no Pa- 
© tent whereof the Execution hath not been inju- 
© rious, Would that they had never been granted. 
] hope there ſhall never be more, [All the Houſe 


© ſaid Kern. In particular, moſt of theſe Patents 


© haye been ſupported by Letters of Aſſiſtance from 
© her Majeſty's Privy-Council; but whoſoever 
looks upon them ſhall find, that they carry no 
other Stile, than with relation to the Patent. I 


dare aſſure you from henceforth there ſhall be no 


more granted, They ſhall all be revoked. But 
to whom do they repair with theſe Letters? to 
* ſome Out-houſe, to ſome deſolate Widow, to 
* ſome fimple Cottage, or poor ignorant People, 
© who, rather than they would be troubled and un- 
* do themfelves by coming up hither, will give 


b any thing in reaſon for theſe Caterpillar's Satisfac- 


tion. The Notice of this is now public, and 


: you will perhaps udge this to be a Tale to ſerve 
| the Time, But would have all Men to _y 
* thus 
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£ thus much, that it is no — 1 a Court of Queen Elizabeth, 


Parliament; neither dares any 
Part, I dare not) ſo mock and abuſe all the States 
* of this Kingdom, in a Matter of this Conſe- 


< quence and Importance. I ſay therefore, there 


* ſhall be a Proclamation general throughout the 
Realm, to notify her Majeſty's Reſolution in 


this Behalf. And becauſe you may eat your 


Meat more ſavoury that you have done, every 


* Man ſhall have Salt as good and cheap as he can 


buy it or make it, freely without Danger of that 
Patent, which ſhall be preſently revoked. The 
© ſame Benefit ſhall they have which have cold 
£ Stomachs, both for Aguavitæ and Aqua compoſita 
© and the like. And they that have weak Sto- 
© machs, for their Satisfaction, ſhall have Vinegar 
© and Alegar, and the like, ſet at Liberty. Train- 
© Oyl ſhall go the ſame Way; Oyl of Blubber 
5 ſhall march in equal Rank; Bruſhes and Bottles 
£ endure the like Judgment. The Patent for Poul- 
© davy, if it be not called in, it ſhall be. Oade, 
* which, as I take it, is not reſtrained either by 
© Law or Statute, but only Proclamation (I mean 
© from the former Sowing) though for the ſaving 
© thereof it might receive good Diſputation ; yet 
© for your Satisfaction, the Queen's Pleaſure is to 
$ revoke that Proclamation; only ſhe prayeth thus 
much, that when ſhe cometh on Progreſs to ſee 
© you in your Countries, ſhe be not driven out of 
© your Towns by ſuffering it to infect the Air 


too near them. Thoſe that deſire to go ſprucely 


in their Ruffs, may at leſs Charge than accuſtom- 
Fed, obtain their Wiſh; for the Patent for Starch, 
© which hath ſo much been proſecuted, ſhall now 


© be repealed. There are other Patents which be 


© conſiderable, as the Patent of New-Drapery, 
© which ſhall be ſuſpended and left to the Law: 
* Iriſh Yarn, a Matter that I am ſorry there is 
* Cauſe of Complaint; for the Salvageneſs of the 
© People and the War have fruftrated the Hope of 
the Patentee : a Gentleman of good Service and 
* Deſert, a good Subject to her Majeſty, and a 


34 good 
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Queen Elizabeth. good Member of the | Common-Wealth, Mr, 
en. <« Carmarthen: Notwithſtanding, it 'ſhall be fuſ- 
pended and left to the Law. The Patent for 
©-Calf-Skins and Fells, which was made with a 
8 Relation, ſhall endure the Cenſure of the Law. 
But J muſt tell you, there is no Reaſon that all 
c ſhould be revoked, for the Queen means not to 
© be ſwept out of her Prerogative. I ſay, it ſhall 
© be ſuſpended, if the Law do not warrant it. 
© There is another Servant of her Majeſty's, Mr. 
£ On/iow, one of her Penſioners, an honeſt Gen- 
£ tleman and a faithful Servant, he hath the Patent 
© for Steel, which one Mr. Beale once had; this 
too becauſe of Complaints ſhall be fuſpended. 
' £ There is another that hath the Patent for Leather, 
* Sir Edward Dyer, à Gentleman of good Deſert, 
ö honeſt, religious, and wiſe; this was granted un- 
© to him thirty Years ago. It crept not in by the 
new Miſgovernment of the Time; yer this ſhall 
+ alſo be ſuſpended. The Patent for Cards ſhall 
5 be ſuſpended and tryable by the common Law. 
The Patent for Glaſſes, which though I do leaſt 
F apprehend to be prejudicial to the Public Good, 
c yet it is left to the Law. There is another Pa- 
b tent for Saltpetre, that hath been both accuſed 
* arid ſlandered; it digs into every Man's Houſe, it 
* annoys the Inhabitant, and generally troubleth 
the Subject; for this I beſeech you be contended, 
Vet I know, I am to blame to defire it, it bein 
condemned by you in Foro Conſcientiæ; but J 
t afſure you it ſhall be fully ſifted and tryed in Fore 
Judicii. Her Majeſty means to take this Patent 
:f unto herſelf, and adviſe with her Counſe! :ouch- 
ing the ſame. For I muſt tell you the Kingdom 
e is not ſo well furniſhed with Powder as now it 
-* ſhould be. But if it be thought fit upon Advice 
Sto be cancelled, her Majeſty commanded me to 
k tell you, that though ſhe be willing to help the 
+ grave Gentleman that hath that Patent, yet out 
© of that abundant Deſire that ſhe hath to give you 
* compleat Satisfaction, it ſhall be repealed. Vis 
t hath come to the Ear af the Queen, and ! 
5 6 © have 
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ment, and as a Counſellor of State, have done 
* my beſt Endeavour to ſalve the Sore ; but I fear 
© we are not ſecret within ourſelves. Then I muſt 
© needs give you this for a future Caution, That 
* whatſoever is ſubject to public Expectation can- 
© not be good, while the Parliament-Matters are 
ordinary Talk in the Street. I have heard my- 
« ſelf, being in my Coach, theſe Words ſpoken 
$ aloud, God pho tn, thoſe that further the Over- 
© throw of theſe Monopolies, God ſend the Preroga- 


© tive touch not our Liberty ! I will not wrong any 


© fo much as to imagine he was of this Aſſembly; 
© yet let me give you this Note, That the Time 
© was never more apt to diſorder and make ill In- 
© terpretation of good Meaning; I think, thoſe 
£ Perſons would be glad that all Sovereignty were 
© converted into Popularity; we being here, are 
$ but the popular Mouth, and our Liberty, the 
© Liberty of the Subject: And the World is apt 
$ to ſlander, moſt eſpecially, the Miniſters of Go- 
© vernment. © enn 27 1. 0 
© Thus much have I ſpoken to accompliſh my 
© Duty unto her Majeſty, but not to-make any 
© further Performance of the well uttered and gravely 
© and truly delivered Speech of the Speaker. But 
< I muſt crave your Favours a little longer to make 
© an Apology for my ſelf. I have held the Favour 
© of this Houſe as dear as my Life, and I have been 


_ '© told that I deſerved to be taxed Yeſterday of the 


+ Houſe, I proteſt my Zeal to have the Buſineſs 
go forward in a right and hopeful Courſe; and 


my Fear to diſpleaſe her Majeſty, by a harſh and 


'© raſh Proceeding, made me ſo much to lay aſide 


F my Diſcretion, that I ſaid it might rather be termed 
© 2 School than a Council, or to that Effect. But 
* by this Speech if any think I called him School- 
Boy, he both wrongs me and miſtakes me. Shall 
I tell you what Demoſthenes faid to the Clamours 
* which the Athenians made, that they were Pue- 
© reles & dignas Pueris. And yet that was to a po- 


* pular State. And I wiſh that whatſoever is here 


© ſpoken 
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* ſpoken may be buried within theſe Walls. Let 
10 © us take Example of the Jewiſh Synagogue, who 
© would always Sepelire Senat um cum Honore, and 
© not blaſt their own Follies and Imperfections. If 
any Man in this Houſe ſpeak wiſely, we do him 
< great Wrong to interrupt him; if fooliſhly, let 
© us hear him out, we ſhall have the more Cauſe 
© to tax him. And I do heartily pray, that no 
Member of this Houſe may plus ,Yerbis offendere 

© guam Conſilio juvare. 

Mr. Francis Moore. I muſt confeſs Mr. Spea- 
© ker, I moyed the Houſe both the laſt Parliament 
Motion for an © and this touching this Point; but I never meant 
=_ o  ,, (and J hope this Houſe thinketh ſo) to ſet Limits 
the Queen upon ànd Bounds to the Prerogative Royal. But now 
that Occafion. © ſeeing it hath pleaſed her Majeſty of her ſelf, out 
© of the Abundance of her Princely Goodneſs, to ſet 
© at Liberty her Subjects from the Thraldom of thoſe 
© Monopolies, from which there was no Town, 
City, or Country, free; I would be bold, in one 
Motion, to offer two Conſiderations to this Houſe. 
© The firſt, that Mr. Speaker might go unto her 
* Majeſty, to yield her our moſt humble and hearty 
Thanks, and withal to ſhew the Joy of her Subjcts 
for their Delivery, and their Thankfulneſs unto her 
for the ſame: The other, that where divers 
Speeches have been made extravagantly in this 
© Houſe, which doubtleſs have been told her Ma- 
© jeſty, and perhaps all ill conceived of by her; I 
© would therefore that Mr. Speaker not only ſhould 
* ſatisfy her Majeſty, by way of Apology, therein, 

© but alſo humbly crave Pardon for the ſame.” 
Mr. JWWingheld ſaid, * My Heart is not able to 
© conceive the Joy which I feel, and I aſſure you 
* my Tongue cannot utter the ſame. If a Sen- 
© tence of Everlaſting Happineſs had been pronoun- 
© ced unto me, it could not have made me ſhew 
more outward Joy than now I do, which I can- 
© not refrain to expreſs ; there could nothing have 
been more acceptable to the Subject than this 
* Meſſage, And I verily think, it ever any of 
her Majeſty's Works be meritorious before = 
I | © this 
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© Part of the Gentleman's Motion that laſt ſpake; 
© but do utterly miſlike the latter: For it is not to 
© be intended, we ſhould have had ſo good and 
© gracious a Meſſage, if the Truth of ſome particu- 
: had been delivered unto her. And 
© now for us to accuſe our ſelves, by excuſing a 
© Fault with which we are not charged, were a 
Thing in my Opinion inconvenient, and unfitting 
the Wiſdom of this Houſe.” 

Sir George Moore, ſpake to the ſame Effect. 

Sir Francis Bacon, ſpake to the ſame Effect alſo, 
and concluded thus, Neſcio quid Peccati portet hæc 
Purgatio. | Y 

So it was put to the Queſtion and concluded, 
that Thanks ſhould be returned by the Speaker, and 
twelve Members were named to go with him as a 


convenient Number; and Intreaty made to the Privy 


Council to obtain Liberty to be admitted.” 

But to ſhew, that in the midſt of all other Bu- 
fineſs, this Affair of Monopolies was ſtill at Heart; 
on the 27th Inſtant, one Mr. Downald moved the 
Houſe, © Firſt, That this gracious Meſſage, which 
* had been ſent from her Majeſty, might be written 
£ in the Books of Records of this Houſe, (being 
© worthy to be written in Gold) as well as it is 
«© written and fixed in the true Heart of every good 
Subject; Secondly, That the Honourable Aſ- 
© ſembly of this Houſe would move her Majeſty, 
© and be earneſt Means of Speed, leſt that which is 
© now meant indeed, may, by Protraction of Time 
© be altered, or perhaps not ſo happily effected. 

Mr. Secretary Cecil ſaid, © I promiſed to be as 
© filent as I could. Among much Speech of the 
\ * Wiſe, there wants not much Folly, much more in 
© me. I do not ſpeak becauſe I do diſlike the Mo- 
tion of the Gentleman that laſt ſpake, but to de- 
fend the Diligence and Grace of the Queen. It is 
* no Matter of Toy for a Prince to notify in pub- 
© lic a Matter of this Weight. Though the [dol of 
a Monopoly be a great Monſter, yet after two 
$ or three days I doubt not you ſhall ſee him 


diſ- 
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Queen Elizabeth. © diſmember'd : And I proteſt there is not any 
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of her 


© Soul that lives deſerves Thanks in this Cauſe but 
© our Sovereign, Yeſterday the Queen gave Order 
< for a Draught of a Proclamation. I had it in my 
© Hand. You all know, I went even now out of 
© the Houſe; then I read it, and ſent for him that 
© ſhould deliver it to her Hands. Now what needs 
< this new Zeal?? 

Mr. Davis ſaid, Mr. Speaker, I ſtood up be- 
fore to ſpeak, it is not much 1 had to ſay ; only 
<£ this, that which was delivered unto you from her 
Sacred Self, I think to be Goſpel, that is, Glad 
« Tidings : And as the Goſpel is regiſtred and 
* written, ſo would I have that alſo; for if ever 

glad Tidings came to the Heart of the . 
© they now come. This is all, Sir. 

Sir George Moore faid, © This eating and fretting 
< Diſeaſe of Monopolies Fhave ever deteſted with 
my Heart; and the greater the Grievance is, the 
more ineſtimable is the grave Wiſdom of her Ma- 
© jeſty in repealing them. And therefore for us to 
8 think we — requite the ſame, it were 
© to hold a Candle before the Sun to dim the Light. 
© And ſeeing ſhe, in her Clemency and Care to us, 
© hath taken the Matter into her own Hands, I wiſh 
< the Matter may be no-more ſpoke of, much lefs 
< proceeded in.“ 

Sir Francis Haſtings ſaid, © It ought to be written 
© in the Tables of our Hearts, Dr. 

Mr. Lawrence Hide.  * 1 think the Gentleman 
© that ſet this Motion on foot, ſpake out of Joy for 
© her 23 Grace and Zeal to have Performance 

romiſe. In that he wiſhed it might be 
* recorded in Paper here or Parchment, it is not to 


be intended but he meant alſo in our Hearts, 


© which remain no longer than we live: But Re- 
< cords remain long, and will give a lively Memory 


in Ages to come. And therefore for that part 
of his Motion I think it very good, and wiſh the 


Clerk may do it accordingly.” 
Mr. Comptroller, * I think he that firſt moved 


© this Queſtion, exceedingly forgot himſelf, and ex- 


© cced- 


f ENGLAND. 477 


© ceedingly detracted from her Majeſty; who, I Queen Elizabeth, 
know, out of her abundant Love and Grace to this 161. 

* Houſe, hath taken ſuch ſpeedy Courſe, as hath 
© been delivered by my Fellow-Counſellor. With 
that Affection ſhe embraceth this Houſe, that in 
* more Familiar than Princely ſort, it hath pleaſed 
© her to ſay, Recommend me to the Houſe, with 
4 Thanks for their Promiſe and Care for their com- 
mon Good.“ 

Mr. Speaker ſaid, My Heart is not able to 
© conceive, nor my Tongue to utter the Joy I 
© conceived of her Majeſties gracious and eſpecial 
© Care for our Good, Wherefore as God him- 
© ſelf ſaid, Gloriam meam alteri non dabo, ſo may 
© her Majeſty ſay, in that ſhe herſelf will be the 
© only and ſpeedy Agent for Performance of our 
© moſt humble and moſt wiſhed Deſires. Where- 
© fore let us not doubt but, as ſhe hath been, ſo ſhe 
© ſtill will be, our moſt Gracious Sovereign and 
© natural Nurſing Mother unto us. Whoſe Days 
© the Almighty God prolong to all our Comforts.” 
All ſaid Amen. 

On the Day after, Mr. Secretary declared, That 
© according to the Direction of this Houſe, her 
© Majeſty hath been informed of the exceeding and 
© ineſtimable Joy and Comfort, which this Houſe 
© hath received by a Meſſage, lately publiſhed, ſent 
from her Highneſs by Mr. Speaker: And hath 
© been likewiſe moved to ſignifiy her Highneſs's 
© Pleaſure touching the Determination of this Houſe 
in appointing M.. Speaker, with ſome ſelected 
Company of the ſame, to render the moſt humble 
© and dutiful Thanks of this whole Houſe, for the 
© ſaid moſt gracious, moſt princely and com- 
© fortable Meſſage : And her gracious Anſwer was, 
That her Majeſty being acquainted with the ſaid 
© Deſires of this Houſe, did vouchſafe that Mr. 
Speaker with forty, fifty, or a hundred of this 
© Houſe, ſuch as ſhould thereunto be appointed, 
© ſhould have Acceſs unto her Majeſty for the ſame 
« Purpoſe, upon Monday next in the Afternoon, at 
* the Court, and ſhould be all welcome.” 

Wohere- 
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Whereupon were appointed the Knights for all 
the Shires, Lord Mind Lord Clinton, all 
Knights, Members of this Houſe, and ſeveral others. 

Mr. Comptroller added, that the Queen had 
commanded him to tell the Houſe, © That the 
© Reaſon of her Limitation of having a convenient 
Number was, that the Place whereunto we ſhould 
© come, was not big enough to receive us All.” 

And now, 'to make an End of this long and im- 


portant Affair; on the 30th Day of November in 


the Afternoon, the Speaker with about ſeven Score 
of the Commons met at the gteat Chamber before 
the Council Room; when all being admitted into 
the ſaid Room, the Queen fitting under a Canopy 
at the upper End of it; the Speaker, after three low 
Reverences made, ſpake as follows. 


Moft Sacred and more than moſt gracicus Sovereign. 
8 We your faithful, loyal and obedient Subjects 
6 and Commons here preſent, vouchſafed 
© of your eſpecial Goodneſs (to our unſpeakable 
Comfort) Acceſs to your ſacred Preſence, do in all 
© Duty and Humbleneſs, come to preſent that which 
no Words can expreſs, moſt humble and thank- 
© ful Acknowledgement of your moſt gracious Meſ- 
< ſage, and moſt bounden and humble Thanks for 
«* your Majeſty's moſt abundant Goodneſs extended 
and performed to us. We cannot ſay, moſt Gra- 
cious Sovereign, We have called and been heard, 
<* We have complained and have been helped; 
though in all Duty and Thankfulneſs we acknow - 
© ledge, your Sacred Ears are ever open, and ever 
© bowed down to hear us, and your bleſſed Hands 
© ever ſtretched out to relieve us; We acknow- 


\ © ledge, (Sacred Sovereign) in all Duty and Thank- 


© fulneſs we acknowledge, that before we call, 
« your preventing Grace and All-deſerving Good- 
© neſs doth watch over us for our Good; more 


ready to give than we can deſire, much Jeſs de- 


© ſerve. That Attribute which is moſt proper un- 
6 to God, to perform all he promiſeth, appertam- 
eth alſo unto you our Moſt Gracious Sovereign 


Queen 
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© Queen of all Truth, of all Conſtancy, of all Oveen Elisabeth. | 
© Goodneſs, never wearied in doing Good unto us ; * | 
© (the Deeds themſelves do ſpeak) moſt careful to Y 
© provide all good Things for us; moſt gracious, 
© moſt tender to remove all Grievances from us, 
© which all your Princely Actions have ever ſhew- i 
© ed, and even now your moſt gracious publiſhed i 
© Proclamation, of your own only meer Motion | 
© and ſpecial Grace for the Good of all your Peo- 
© ple, doth witneſs to us. We come not, Sacred 
© Sovereign, one of ten to render Thanks, and the 
© reſt to go away unthankful; but All of us, in all 
© Duty and Thankfulneſs, do throw down ourſelves 
© at the Feet of your Majeſty, dg praiſe God and 
© bleſs your Majeſty. Neither do we preſent dur | 
© Thanks in Wordsof any outward Thing, whichcan 
© be noſufficient Retribution for ſo great Goodneſs ; 
© but in all Duty and Thankfulneſs, proftrate at 
© your Feet, we preſent our moſt loyal and thank- 
«© ful Hearts, even the laſt Drop of Blood in our 
Hearts, and the laſt Spirit of Breath in our Noſtrils, 
© to be poured out, to be breathed up for your 
Safety.“ | 


— — — 


2 — 


Then after three low Reverences made, He with 
the reſt kneeled down, and her Majeſty began 
thus to anſwer herſelf, viz. 


- — . 


Mr. Speaker, | 
I = have heard your Declaration, and perceive : ; 
your Care of our State, by falling into the Tn 2 
Conſideration of a grateful Acknowledgment of ſuch ; 
Benefits as you have received ; and that your Coming 
is to preſent Thanks unto us, which I accept with no 
2 Foy than your Loves can have Deſire to offer 
uch a Preſent. I do aſſure you, that there is no 
Prince that loveth his Subjects better, or whoſe Love 
can countervail our Love; there is no Jewel, be it 
neuer ſo rich a Price, which I prefer before this 
ewel, I mean your Love; for I do more efteem it 
than any Treaſure or Riches ; for that we Ino hot 
ta prize, but Love and Thanks I count r 
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And though Gad hath raiſed me high, yet this I count 
the Glory of my Grown, that I have reigned with 
your Loves. This makes me that I ds not ſo much 
rejoice, that God hath made me to be a Queen, as to 
be a Queen over fo thankful a People. Therefore I 
have Cauſe to wiſh nothing more than to content the 
Subjeft, and that is a Duty which I owe. Neither 
do I defire to liue longer Days, than that I may ſee 
your Proſperity, an that's my only Deſire. ' And as 
1 am that Perſon that ſtill, yet under God, hath 
delivered you; fo I truft, by the Almighty Power of 
God, that I fill fhall be his Inſtrument to preſerve 
you from Envy, Peril, Diſhonour, Shame, ' Tyranny 
and Oppreſſun, partiy by Means of your intended 
Helps, which we tate very acteptably, becauſe it 
manifeſteth the Largeneſs of your Loves, and Loyal- 
ties unto your Sovereign. Of myſelf I muſt ſay this, 
1 never was am greedy, ſcraping Graſper, nor a 


Strait faft-holding Prince, nor yet a Waſter; my 


Heart was never ſet on Worldly Goods, but only for 
my Subjects Good. What you do beſlow on me, I 
will not hoard it up, but receiue it to beſtoto on you 
again, Tea mine own Properties I count yours, to be 


. expended for your Good. Therefore render unto them 
from me, I beſeech you, Mr. Speaker, ſuch Thanks as 


Subjects in general, though a private Profit to ſome 


7 


you imagine my Heart yieldeth, but my Tongue can- 
not expreſs. | 
All this while they kneeled. Whereupon her 
Majeſty faid, Mr Speaker, I would wiſh you and 
the rei to lam up, for I hall yet trouble you with 
longer Speech. So they all ſtood up, and ſhe went 
on in her Speech. | 
* Mr. Speaker, you give me Thanks, but I doubt 
me, I have more Cauſe to thank you all, than you 
me: And I charge yon to thank them of the Houſe of 
Commons from me: For had I not received a Know- 
ledge from yon, I might have fallen into the Lap of 
an Error, only for Lack of true Information. Since 
I was Queen, yet never did 7 put my Pen to any 
Grant, but that upon Pretext and Semblance made 
unto me, that it was both good and beneficial to the 
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the contrary being found by Experience, 1 am exceed- 
ing beholding to ſuch Subjects as would move the ſame 
at fit. And I am not ſo ſimple to ſuppoſe, but that 
there be ſome of the Lower Houſe whom theſe Grie- 
vances never touched; and for them I think they 
ſpeak out of Leal to their Countries, and not out of 
Spleen or malevolent Affection, as being Parties grie- 
ved; and I take it exceeding grateful from them, 
becauſe it gives us to know that no Reſpetts or Inter- 
efts had moved them, other than the Minds they bear 
to ſuffer no agg” © our Honour, and our Sub- 
jects Love unto us, e Leal of which Affection, 
tending to eaſe my People and knit their Hearts unto 
me, I embrace with a Princely Care; far above all 
Earthly Treaſure I ęſteem my People's Love, more 
than which I defire not to merit. That my Grants 
ſhould be grievous to my People, and Oppreſſions to 
be privileged under Colour of our Patents, our Kingly 
D:onity ſhall not ſuffer it; yea, when I heard it, I 
could give no Reſt to my Thoughts until I had reformed 
it. Shall they think to eſtape unpuniſbed, that have 
thus oppreſſed you, and have been reſpectleſs of their 
Duty, and regardleſs of our Honour? No. Mr. 
Speaker, I aſſure you, it is more for Conſcience- 
Sake, than for any Glory or Increaſe of Love, that I 
defire theſe Errors, Troubles, Vexations and Oppreſ- 
fions done by theſe Varlets and lewd Perſons, not wor- 
thy the Name of Subjects, ſhould not eſcape without 
condign Puniſhment, But I percerve they dealt with 
me like Phyſicians, who miniſtring a Drug make it 
more acceptable by giving it a good Aromatical Sa- 
vour, or when they give Pills do gild them all over. 
I have ever uſed to ſet the laſt Fudgment Day before 
mine Eyes, and ſo to rule as I ſhall be judged to anſ- 
wer before a higher Fudge. To whoſe Fudgment 
Seat I do appeal, that never Thought was cheriſhed 
in my Heart that tended not to my People's Good. 
And if my Kingly Bounty hath been abuſed, and 
my Grants turned to the Hurt of my People, contrary 
to my Will and Meaning; or if any in Authority 
under me, have neglected or perverted what I have 
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Queen Elizabeth. committed to them, I hope God will not lay their Culps 


and Offences to my Charge; and though there were 
Danger in repealing our Grants, yet what Danger 
would not I rather incur for your Good, than I would 
ſuffer them flill to continue? I know the Title of a 
King is a glorious Title; but aſſure youſelf, that the 
ſhining Glory of Princely Authority hath not ſo dazled 
the Eyes of our Underſtanding, but that we well 
know and remember, that we alſo are to yield an Ac- 
count of our Actions before the Great Fudge. To be a 
King and wear a Crown is more glorious to them that 
fee it, than it is Pleaſure to them that bear it. For 
myſelf, I was never ſo much enticed with the glorious 
Name of a King, or Royal Authority of a Queen, as 
delighted that God hath made me his Inſtrument 16 
maintain his Truth and Glory, and to defend ibi. 
Kingdom (as T faid) from Peril, Diſhonour, Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion. There will never Queen fit in my Seat 
with more Zeal to my Country, or Care to my Subjecti, 
and that will ſooner, with Willingneſs, yield and ven- 
ture her Life for your Good ana Safety than myſelf. 
And though you have had, and may have, many 
Princes more mighty and wiſe, ſitting in this Seat, yet 
you never had, or ſball have, any that will be more 
careful and loving. Should J aſcribe any thing 10 
myſelf and my ſexly Weakneſs, I were not worthy to 
live then, and of all moſi untuorthy of the Mercies I 
haue had from God, who hath ever yet given me a 
Heart which never yet feared Foreign or Home Ene- 
mies, I ſpeak it to give God the Praiſe as a Teſti- 
mony before you, and not to attribute any thing unis 
myſeif; For J, O Lord, what am I, whom Practices 
and Perils paſt ſhould not fear! O what can 1 do 
(theſe ſhe ſpake with a great Emphaſis) that IJ. ſhould 
Jpeak for any Glory ! God forbid, This, Mr. Spea- 
her, I pray you, deliver unto the Houſe, to whom 


heartily recommend me. And fo I commit you all t0 


your beſt Fortunes, and further Councils, And 1 
pray you, Mr. Comptroller, Mr. Secretary, and you 
of my Council, that before theſe Gentlemen depart 
into their Countries, you bring them all to kiſs my 


All 
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All this Time the Subſidy Bill laid dormant; . 


for it had a Second Reading only, in the Morning of 
that Day the Houſe went up with their Addreſs of 
Thanks to the Queen. But on the 5th of Decem- 
ber, the Bill for granting four entire Subſidies and 
eight Fifteenths and Tenths was read a third Time ;. 
paſſed upon the Queſtion, without any Manner of 
Oppoſition ; and concluded in the Lords on the 
15th. ; | . 
” Theſe additional Numbers of Subſidies, Fifteenths 
and Tenths, which grew like Falftaff's Buckram- 
Men, were monſtrous Things in thoſe Days; and 
we cannot avoid giving a Note, which Sir Symonds 
Dewes makes on this Occaſion, | 
Nota, That whereas in the Parliament which 


was begun and holden at Veſiminſter in An. 35 Sir 8. hens 
Eliz. Anno Dom. 1592. the Knights, Citizens Oblarrations on 


the great In- 
creaſe of Sub- 


and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Commons were not 
drawn without much and long Diſpute, both 
amongſt themſelves and with the Lords, to yield 
unto the Grant of three Subſidies and fix Fiftenths 
and Tenths (being a greater Gift than had ever be- 
fore been given unto her Majeſty) and that the 
ſame was then alſo aſſented unto in reſpect of the 
great Dangers newly threatned unto her Majeſ- 
ty from Rome and Spain; with Caution and Pro- 
miſe, nevertheleſs, that it ſhould not be drawn into 


Precedent for future Times; yet in the next Parlia- 


ment which enſued in 39 Regine Anno Dom. 1597, 
although none of the ſaid imm. nent Dangers, which 
had been feared in the above mentioned thirty fifth 
Year of her Majeſty's Reign, had to that Time come 
into any real Execution, the Houſe of Commons 
was, notwithſtanding, again drawn to yield unto the 
fame Proportion of three Subſtdies and fix Fifteenths 
and Tenths, to be paid alſo unto her Majeſty with- 
in a ſhorter Time: And now, laſtly, in this preſent 
Parliament in An. 43 & 44 Regin. ejuſdem, Anno 
Dom. 1601. the ſaid Houſe was drawn, in reſpect 
Chiefly of the Troubles of Ireland, where the Spaniard 
had ſet Footing, to preſent unto her Highneſs the 
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extraordinary and great Gift of four Subſidies and 
eight Fifteenths and Tenibs. 


A Bill againſt uſual and profane Curſing and 
Swearing, having been twice read inthis Houle, and 
ordered to be engroſſed, Mr. Glaſcock ſtood up 
and ſaid, Man is made of two Parts, a Soul and 
© a Bodyz and there are two Governments, the 
one Imperial, the other Sacerdotal ; the firſt be- 
© longing to the Common-Wealth, the ſecond to 
© the Church. Swearing is a Thing moral, and 
* toucheth the Soul, and therefore fittter to be ſpoken 
© of in a Pulpit than in Parliament, If the God 
of Abraham, the God of {ſaac, and the God of 
Jacob hath ſworn, his Plague ſhall not depart 
© from the Houſe of the Swearers, why ſhould we 
© not ſeek to repreſs this Vice, which brings a 
Plague, which breeds Mortality, that breeds 
C Deffruction, Deſolation, and the utter Ruin of 
© the Common-Wealth? If he forbids us to ſwear, 
© and we fear not his Commandments, think you 
© a Pain of ten Shillings, as here ſet down, will 
© make us refrain this Iniquity ? It is as hard for 
© this Penalty to reſtrain this Sin, as for Religion to 
© ſpring out of the Common Law and to take 
Effect. Moſes, when he ſaw God, could but ſee 
© his Back-Parts only, and no Man ever ſaw more, 
Why, theſe Swearers ſwear by all his Parts, ſo 
« perfectly, as though they had ſeen him all over. 
« Philip, King of France, made a Law that the 
« Swearer {ſhould be drowned; another Law was 
© made, that a certain Sum ſhould be preſently paid 
© as ſoon as he had ſworn, or elſe the Swearer to 
© loſe his Head, We uſe ſo much Lenity in our 
* Law, that we had as good make no Law, for we 
give a Penalty, and to be taken upon Conviction 
© before a Juftice of Peace; here is wiſe Stuff. 
« Firſt mark what a Juſtice of Peace is, and we 
© ſhall cafily find a Gap in our Law. A Juſtice 
of Peace is a living Creature, that for half a 
Dozen of Chickens, will diſpenſe with a whole 
* Dozen of penal Statutes, We ſearch and _— 
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© they retail, Theſe be the Baſket-Juſtices, of Queen Elizabeth · 


© whom the Tale may be verified of a Juſtice, 
© that I know, to whom one of his poor Neigh- 


* bours coming, ſaid, Sir, I am very highly rated ue Character 
in the Subſidy-Book, I beſeech you to help me, ofa Jaktce of 


To whom he anſwered, I know thee not. 
© Not me Sir, quoth the Country-Man? Why 
© your Worſhip had my Teem; and my Oxen ſuch 
© a Day, and I have ever been at your Worſhip's 
© Service; have you ſo, Sir, quoth the Juſtice, 
© I never remember'd I had any ſuch Matter, no 
© not a Sheep's-Tail. So unleſs you offer Sacrifice 
© to the Idol-Juſtices, of Sheep and Oxen, they 
know you not. If a Warrant come from the 
© Lords of the Council to levy a hundred Men, 
© he will levy two hundred; and what with chop- 
© ping in and croſſing out; he'!l gain a hundred 
Pounds by the Bargain. Nay, if he be to ſend 
© out a Warrant, upon a Man's Requeſt, to have any 
© fetch'd in upon Suſpicion of Felony, or the like; 
© he will write the Warrant himſelf, and you muſt 
© put two Shillings in his Pocket as his Clerk's Fee, 
© (when God knows he keeps but two or three 
© Hindes) for his better Maintenance. Why-we 
© have had here five Bills; of Swearing, going to 
© Church, Good-Ale, Drunkenneſs and 
© this is as good to them as if you had given them 
© a Subſidy and two Fifteenths. Only in that 
© Point I miſlike the Bill, for the reſt I could wiſh 
© it good Paſlage.” 

Sir Francis Haſtings ſaid, That ſuch Juſtices 
© were well wofthy to be lock'd up in an Ambery, 
© But he wiſh'd that All might not be cenſured for 
© One evil, who though he neglected both the Care 
© of Conſcience and Country which he ſhould 
© love, yet, doubtleſs, many did not ſo; as being 
© touched in Conſcience to remember that our 
© long Peace ſhould make us careful to pleaſe him 
© in doing of Juſtice, that had preſerved us, and 
© was the Author of our Peace, God himſelf,” 
And thereupon the Bill was ingroſſet. - 
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Queen Elizabeth. Another Bill, for the more diligent Reſort ta 


Church upon Sundays, was read a ſecond Time, 
when Mr. Roger Owen ſpoke to this Effect: 


. yy That he miſliked the Bill for two Reſpects; the 


© one for the Penalty, the other in reſpe& of the 
Party puniſhing, that is, the Juſtice, For the 
< firſt, the Penalty is twelve Pence. It is well 
© known that the pooreſt Recuſant in England 
S ought, as well as the Rich, to pay his twenty 
Pound, and for Want of Lands and Goods, his 
Body is liable; and therefore we ſhall doubly 
£ puniſh him, which is againſt Law. for the 
© other touching the Juſtice, I think it too great 
© a Trouble, and they are ever loaden with a 
Number of penal Statutes, yea a whole Alpha- 
© bet, as appears by Huſſey in the Time of Henry 
© VII. And this is a Watter ſo obvious, that a 
£ Juſtice of Peace's Houſe will be like a Quarter- 
£ Sefons, with the Multitude of theſe Com- 
5 plaints. I think alſo it is an Infringement of 
s Magna Charia, for that gives Trial per Pares, 
© but this by two Witneſſes before a Juſtice of the 
Peace. And by this Statute, if a Juſtice of the 
© Peace come in to the Quarter-Seſſions, and ſay it 
© is a good Oath, this is as good as an Indictment: 
* Therefore for my Part, Away with the Bill.” 

Sir Francs Haſtings. * I never, in my Life, 
© heard Juſtices of the Peace taxed before in this 
Sort: For ought I know, Juſtices of Peace be 

Men of Quality, Honeſty, Experience and Juſtice, 
© I would aſk the Gentleman that laſt ſpake, but 
© two Queſtions; the firſt, If he would have any 
© Penalty at all inflited ? The ſecond, If in the firſt 
© Statute, or in this, an eaſier Way for the levying 
b of this twelve Pence can be? If he deny the firſt, 
I know his Scope; if the ſecond, no Man but 
© himſelf will deny it. And to ſpeak ſo in both, 
© is neither gravely, religiouſly nor rightly ſpoken. 
And therefore for God, the Queen, and our 
s Country's Sake, I beſeech a Commitment.” 

Sir Carew Reynolds. © The Sabbath is ordained 
* for four Cauſes; firſt, To meditate on the Om- 
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nipotency of God; ſecondly, To aſſembly us 
* together to give Thanks; thirdly, That we might 
be the better enabled to follow our own Affairs; 

fourthly, That we might hallow that Day and 
© ſanQtify the ſame. King James IV. of Soctland, 
in the Year 1512, and King James VI. in 
the Year 1579, did ere&t and ratify a Law, 
© that whoſoever kept either Fair or Market upon 
© the Sabbath, his Moveables ſhould preſently be 
© given to the Poor. Men gathering of Sticks 
© were ſtoned to Death, becauſe that was thought 
© to be a Kind of Prophanation of the Sabbath, 
I doubt not but great Reformation will come if 
© this Bill paſs: To the better effecting whereof, 
© I humbly pray, that if there be Imperfections in 
© it, it may be committed. 

Sir George Moore. For the Gentleman that 
© laſt ſpake, and ſo much inveighed againſt Juſti- 
© ces, it may be it proceeds out of the Corruption 
© of his Heart; howſoever, I mean not to ſearch 
© it, or anſwer him; only I turn him to Solomon, 
© and mean to anſwer him with Silence. With- 
© out going to Church, and doing Chriſtian Duties 
Ve cannot be religious, and by Religion we learn 
© both our Duty to God and to the Queen. In 
doing our Duty to God, we ſhall be better ena- 
© bled to do our Duty to our Prince. And the 
Word biddeth us, that we ſhould give to God 
© that which is due to God, et Cæſari que ſunt 
© Czſaris, Amongſt many Laws which vre have, 
© we have none for Conſtraint of God's Service: 
© I ſay, None, though one was made in primo of 
© this Queen, becauſe that Law is no Law which 
© takes no Force: for Executia Legis Vita Legis. 
© Then let us not give ſuch Cauſe of Comfort to 
© our Adverſaries, that having drawn a Bill in 
© Queſtion for the Service of our God, we ſhould 
\ © ſtand ſo much in queſtioning the ſame. Once a 
Month coming to Church excuſeth us from 
© Danger of the Law, but not from the Com- 
© mandment of God, who ſaith, Thou ſhalt ſanc- 
* tify the Sabbath-Day, that is, every Sabbath. 
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Queen Elizabeth. © This Bill ties the Subject to ſo much and no 
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© more, which being agreeable with the Law of 


© God, and the Rule of Policy, I ſee no Reaſon 


| © why we ſhould ſtand fo ſtrictly in giving it a 


£ Commitment.” 


Mr. Bond. ] wiſh the Sabbath ſanctified ac- 
© cording to the preciſe Rules of God's Command- 
ment, but I wiſh that St. Augu/iin's Rule may 
© be obſerved in the Manner, non Jubendo, ſed 
© Docendo, magis Monendo quam Minando, I like 
© not that Power ſhould be given to the Juſtices of 
© Peace; for who almoſt are not grieyed at the 
£ luxuriant Authority of Juſtices of Peace? By 
© the Statute of 1 Edward III. they muſt be good 
Men, and lawful, no Maintainers of Evil, but 
© moderate in Execution of Laws; for Magiſtrates 
* be Men, and Men have always attending on them 
© two Miniſters Libidia & Jracundia; Men of this 
Nature do ſubjugate the free-born Subject. Clerks 
© can do- much, Children more, and Wives moſt, 
© It is dangerous therefore to give Authority in ſo 


dangerous a Thing as this is, which I hold worth 


© your ſecond Thoughts, qua ſolent efſe pruden- 
s tiores, Her Majeſty, during all the Time of her 
Reign, hath been clement, gracious, meek and 
* merciful, yea chuſing rather delinguere, I know 
© not how to term it, in Lenity and not in Cruelty, 
© But, by this Statute, there is a Conſtraint to come 
© to Divine Service, and for Neglect all muſt pay 
Plectentur Achivi : The poor Commonalty, whoſe 
Strength and Quietneſs is the Strength and Quiet- 
© neſs of us all, he only ſhall be puniſhed, he vexed, 
For will any think that a Juſtice of Peace will 
© conteſt with as good a Man as himſelf? No, this 
Age is too wiſe, I, leaye it to this Houſe, whe- 

her it ſtand with Policy, when four Subſidies and 

eight Fifreenths be now granted, to bring the 
© poorer Sort into greater Feat by theſe and ſuch 
© like Laws, Malus (unos L. burnitatis Metus. 
And in the gracious Speech, u ich her Majeſty 
lately delivered unto us, ſhe uſed this, that ſhe 
: deſired to be beloved of her Subject. It was a 
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© wiſe Speech of a wiſe Prince, for an Hiſtorian Queen Elizabeth. 


F faith, Timor excitat in Vindictam. Therefore, 
5 Mr. Speaker, I miſlike the Bill in that Point 
touching Juſtices, and alſo touching Taxation. 
I will only ſay thus much with Panutius in the 
* Nicene Council, Abſit quod tam grave Fugum 
s Fratribus noſtris imponamus. 


I am ſorry, ſaid Mr. Comptroller, after forty- 
three Years under her Majeſty's happy Govern- 
© ment, that we ſhall now diſpute to commit 
* a Bill of this Nature. And I would that any 
Voice durſt be ſo bold or deſperate as to cry, Away 
* with this Bill. The old Statute gives the Penal- 
ty; this new, only ſpeedier Means to levy it. 
© I much marvel that Men will, or dare, accuſe 
« Juſtices of Peace, Miniſters to her M:jeſty, with- 
© out whom the Common-Wealth cannot be. If 
© this Boldneſs go on, they will accuſe Judges, and 
© laſtly, the Seat of Juſtice itſelf. That all Juſti- 
© ces ſhould be thus generally accuſed, this is meer 
© Barbariſm indeed. When her Majeſty ſhall have 
* Underſtanding hereof, it will be no Content un- 
© to her, and a Scandal unto us all.” 


Mr. Glaſcock. © In that I am taxed to tax 
* Juſtices of Peace, I am to pray the Houſe to 
: = me Leave to make an Apology for myſelf. 
Mr. Speaker, I will not deny that I ſpake, and 
© proteſt it in my Conſcience, I ſpake - of the 
© inferior Sort of Juſtices, commonly called Baſ- 
© ket-Juſtices; againſt theſe I will not ſpeak what I 
* ſpake laſt, but other Matter in other Terms. 
They be like the Wiſe Men of Chaldee, that could 
never give Judgment *till they ſaw the Entrails 
© of Beaſts. Our Statutes penal, be like the Beaſt 
© born in the Morning, at his full Growth at Noon, 
* and dead at Night: So theſe Statutes quick in 
Execution, are like a Wonder for nine Days; ſo 
© long after, they be at Height ; but by the End 
© of the Year, they are carried dead in a Baſket to 
* the Juſtice's Houſe.” 1 
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Queen Elizabeth. Mr. Speaker. Mr. Glaſcock, you ſpeak from 


the Matter and Purpoſe, and this that you have 
ſpoken you muſt juſtify. 

Mr. Martin. I am rather willing to ſpeak, 
© in that I would willingly have an End of this 
Matter. I think we all agree upon the Subſtance, 
© that it is fit the Sabbath ſhould be ſanctified. The 
© other Matter, which is the Impediment, I know 
< it is a Grief, but I leave it as Matter more fit to 
© be decided at a Committee than here. And 
© therefore, for the Honour of the Queen and of 
© her Government, I wiſh it may be committed 
© without further Argument.“ 

Sir Kabert Wroth, I think the Office of Juſ- 
© tice of Peace is too good a Calling for him that 
© exclaims againſt it, and I think he'll ne'er have 
© the Honour to have it. It were good they were 
© named, and that he told who they were; other- 
© wiſe honeſt Men will be loth to ſerve the Queen, 
© when they ſhall be ſlandered without Proof. 
© Therefore I would he might anſwer it at the 
Bar. 

Mr. Fohnſon. This Bill is an excellent Bill; 
© and I have obſerved that all the Speeches yet 
© ſpoken, have been interlarded with other Matter. 
© The Gentleman now proteſteth he ſpake of 
© Baſket- Juſtices; I appeal to the whole Houſe, 
© whether his Definition were not general, viz. 
© A Juſtice of Peace isa Kind of living Creature, 
© that tor half a Dozen of Chickens will diſpenſe 
© with a Dozen of penal Statutes, I think it is 
© well known that the Honourable that fit about 
© the Chair, and all the reſt of her Majeſty's Privy 
© Council, have and do hold the ſame Place, and 
© this toucheth them as much as inferior Juſtices, 
And threfore I humbly pray he may anſwer it 
© at the Bar, and that it may not be paſs'd over 
© with Silence,*—But all ſaid, No, No. 

Mr. Hide. Every Man agrees this Bill hath 
© good Matter, and we all agree and conſent to 
© the Subſtance, though diſſent to the Form; ſome 
© have more Wit, and ſome have more Under- 

I 6 ſtanding 
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* city and Judgment ſpake impertinently, let us 
t not in a Spleen ftraight cry, Away with the Bill; 
but let us give it the ſame Fans we give to Bills 
* of far inferior Nature, that is a Commitment.” 


On the 3d of December, after reading ſome 
Bills of no great Moment, Mr. Dannot, Member 
for Yarmouth, got up and made a Motion of too 
important a Nature in itſelf and Conſequences to 
be omitted. 


May it pleaſe you, Mr. Speaker, the Duty I 
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t ſtanding than others. If they of meaner Capa- Queen Elizabeth, 
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© owe to my Sovereign and Country makes me Complaint a- 


© bold to crave your Patience to hear me. The 


© cerneth the Honour of the Queen; the ſecond 
© the Safety of our Country; two very high Points 
© for me to handle, and require a more eloquent 
© Diſcourſe than I am able to make. I will uſe 
no Circumſtance, or with ſuperfluous Matter 
© abuſe the Time which is very precious, but to 
© the Matter. I have been of the Parliament five 
© or fix Times, and I have always obſerved b 
© this Houſe (and I would willingly be reſolved by 
the Honourable about the Chair) that all the 
© Wars of her Majeſty are Wars offenſive, and I 
© do not hear the contrary: How then comes it 
© that ſuch a Number of her Majeſty's Subjects be 
© ſpoiled, robbed, beaten, wounded, themſelves 
© taken, uſed with ſuch extreme Torture, rack'd, 
© carried away, impriſoned, ranſomed, fined, and 
£ ſome executed; and all this Time no Wars? 
© But, give me Leave, for theſe ten Years, I am 
5 ſure, the Subjects of this Land, on the Sea- 
© Coaſt, have undergone theſe Tyrannies, and by 
* whom? Even by two baſe Towns, Dunkirk 
and Newport, Dunkirk began with two Ships, 
and are now encreaſed to almoſt twenty. They 
© are at Home at Supper, and the next Day here 
F with us. I muſt needs confeſs the great Charge 
5 that I know the Lord-Admirl is at EY 
wa | G 
he 


gainſt Pyrates 


0 unkirk, 
© Matter that I ſpeak of is twofold, the firſt con- — : 
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© take them, they ſtraight flie Home: If our 
Ships return they are ſtraight here again. I dare 
© boldly ſay it, they have done England more Hurt 
© ſince they began, than all France, either in the 
Time of Henry VIII. Edward VI. or Queen 
© Mary. If it be ſo that theſe two baſe Towns 
© ſhall ſo affront the Power of this Land, I ſee 
© no Reaſon why they ſhould be ſuffered: For it 
is a great Diſhonour both unto the Queen and 
© unto the Kingdom. I have heard many ſay, 
© that the Navies are the Walls of the Kingdom; 
© but we fuffer our Ships ſtill to be deſtroyed, to be 
© burnt, and to be ſunk before our Faces. We may 
© compare our Seamen to Sheep feeding upon a 
© fair Mountain, in the Midſt whereof ſtands a 
© little Grove full of Wolves: Why, Mr. Speaker, 
© we are ſo plagued with them, that they be ſo 
© bold as now and then to take our Harveſt-men 
© tardy, by Ambuſcadoes. I ſpeak with Grief, 
© and it was reported unto me by a Scottiſh-Man, 
© that Duke Albert and the Infanta ſhould plainly 
< publiſh, that they would pull down ſo many of 
© the Walls of England, that they would eafily 
© make an Entry. And it had been better for 
© Sea-Coaſt-Men to have given the Queen an 
hundred Subſidies, that they had been long ſince 
© ſuppreſs'd, My humble Motion is, that it would 
© pleaſe the Houſe to enter into Conſideration of 
© theſe Things, for the Honour, Good and Safety 
© both of the Queen and of the Kingdom,” 

Mr. Peake, I muſt needs — unto this 
© Houſe (upon ſo good an Occaſion offered) how . 
6 orievouſly the Town of Sandwich, for which I 
6 ſerve, is vexed and almoſt undone; inſomuch, 
cas in that Town there is neither Owner, Maſter 


or Mariner that hath not felt it: Her Majeſty 


« is continually at Charge, but what enſueth or 
© cometh of it, I never yet knew, If in the 
County of Kent at Sheoter's Hill, Gadd's Hill, 
© Barham-Down, &c. there ſhould many and ofter 
© Robberies be committed, and the Juſtices look 

© not 
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© not to it, this were but an ill Part. Every Day Queen Elizabeth, 
© Men come Home, their Goods and all they have 1601. 
© taken away, yea their very Apparel; and if the 
© Ships might alſo be carried away, they would do 
© it. This ſhould be amended and looked into, 
© We had need to cheriſh this Subject; I think 
© him to be the beſt and moſt neceſſary Member of 
£ the Common-Wealth, I mean the — 
Mr. Secretary Cecil. My Speech ſhall only 
© tend to advance the Motion of the Gentleman 
© that ſpake firſt in this Point. If we would have 
Remedy, we are to conſider two Things; firſt, 
© That it will be a Matter of Charge; and ſe- 
© condly, That there muſt be a Diſtribution thereof. 
For the firſt, I leave it to you; for the ſecond 
© it is out of my Element. Withal I muſt excuſe 
£ them that have Authority to remedy this; for 
© unleſs you would have a continual Charge unto 
© her Majeſty by having Ships lying betwixt us and 
© Dunkirk, it is impoſſible but that at ſome Times 
© theſe Robberies will be committed. I could ve 
© well agree to bring this Motion to ſome Head, 
© being a Matter, in mine Opinion, very conſide- 
© rable ina Committee; and all ſaid, Ay, Ay, Ay. 
Mr. Dannet. I would only move the Houſe 
© that ſome Maſters of Ships and Seamen might be 
© ſent for to attend at the Committee.” Where- 
upon it was ordered to be conſidered of and re- 
ferr'd to Committees, via. all the Privy Council 
being Members of this Houſe, the Queen's 
Learned Council being of this Houſe, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, the Burgeſſes for Ports and Sea-faring 
Towns, and others, | 


n_——_-” - 


: 


December 12th, The Bill for coming to Church Further Debate 
on Sundays was read a third Time; and another her * 
Debate aroſe upon it. Church. 

Mr. Band. This Bill as it is now ingroſſed, 
© much differeth from the Firſt which was here 
©* preſented, which I the better like of. Notwith- 
© ſtanding, in my Opinion, the Bill is altogether 
* needleſs, and divers Reaſons move me to _ - 

> 
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in a State is not to be met with in a Law; and 
© as it is in natural, ſo it is in politick Bodies, that 
© ſometimes the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe. 
© And therefore particular Laws againſt particular 
© Offences induce Novelty, and in Novelty Con- 
© tempt. If this Bill paſſeth, there will be two 
© Imputations happen to the State, which Wiſdom 
© wills us both to foreſee and ſhun: The firſt an 
© Infamy to our Miniſters, that our Adverſaries 
© may fay, This is the Fruit of your Labour to 
© have preached away your Audience out of the 
© Church: The ſecond no leſs, but rather a greater 
© Imputation uponi our Archbiſhops and other 
© Ecclefiaſtical Governors, that they be either 
© remiſs in their Authority, or elſe that their Pre- 
© rogative hath not ſo much Power as a Twelve. 
© penny Fine. And, doubtleſs, theſe Imputations 
© cannot be avoided, if we give the Jeſuits ſuch 
© Head, Scope and Comfort, as they, in their 
© Writings, greedily apprehend. I do, Mr. Speaker, 
© conceive great Difference betwixt primo Elix. 
£ when Time was, and this Law of 44 Eliz. 
© as now it is. Then the People were newly 
© taken from Maſſing and Superſtition: Now they 
© are planted in Truth, and rooted in Religion. 
© The Light did then ſcarce appear unto them, 
© which now ſhineth with glorious Beams upon 
© our Teachers and Eccleſtaſtical Judges. Suppoſe 
© that a Neglector of Church-Service comes to 
© the Seffions there to be examined, alledging an 
© Excuſe; many Buſineſſes ſo concern the Doer 
© not to be known, that to ſpeak Truth would be 
© a Wound unto his Conſcience; and to ſay bis 
< Buſineſs, was a meer Mockery; and to ſay an 
« Untruth, an apparent Danger. If this — 
© may ſtand for a Law, methinks I foreſee what 
< Breach of Charity will happen. Say there be 
© Forty in a Town abſent, the Church-Warden 
© preſents ſome and not others: It will be objee- 
© ted unto him, Wherefore ſhould I be preſented 
© and not he? Why, my Wife, my Son, — 

der 
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© be a great Breach to Unity and Peace? Juſt 
© Proſecution will be infinitely cumberſome, and 
© partial Connivance ſubject to Quarrel. Not- 
© withſtanding this Statute, we leave Power to the 
Eccleſiaſtical Judge, whoſe Courſe is to proceed 
© to Excommunication, and ſo an Excommunicato 
© capiendo muſt be had. This is as great a Char 

© as the Indictment in the Statute of Primo. Tn 
© this Statute a Witneſs or Two muſt be brought 
© to the Seffions, he muſt be preſented to the Grand- 
© Jury, and ſo indicted; this will coſt five Shillings, 
a Noble or ten Shillings, which is as much as the 
© Charge in the firſt Statute. So becauſe this Bill 
© is ſcandalous to the Clergy, ſcandalous to the State, 
© repugnant to Charity and Crambe recocta; I 
© humbly pray it may be rejected. 

Sir Francis Haſtings. I ſhall ſpeak upon 
great Diſadvantage; I perceive this Member of 
© our Houſe hath taken ſtudied Pains to diſturb the 
© Paſſage of this Bill. To which I ſhall not fo 
© well anſwer, becauſe I cannot ſo well carry a- 
© way the Particulars of this politick, but not re- 
© ligious Diſcourſe, If it be Religion to be obedi- 
© ent at Pleaſure; if I could be zealous To-day, 
© and cold To-morrow, I could ſubſcribe to all 
© that he hath ſaid. Woe cannot do a more ac- 
© ceptable Thing to God, or a more dutiful Ser- 
© vice to the State, than bring Men to fear God. 
© Religion and Policy may well ſtand together: 
© But as that Policy is moſt deteſtable which hath 
© not Religion to warrant it, ſo is that Religion 
* moſt happy which hath Policy to back and main- 
* tainit, I know the Feſuits and Prieſts be out 
© of Square, and be at a jarr amongſt themſelves : 
I pray God it be not to make a Breach among 
© us, who be yet in Unity. Wit well applied is 
* a profitable Thing; but ill applied, dangerous, 
in waomſoever doth abuſe it. 

© There is no Man of Senſe and Religion, but 
© thinketh that he is far from Religion [pointing 
* at Mr, Bond] that ſpoke laſt, Firſt, he ſaid, it 

© would 
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Queen Elizabeth. © would be an Imputation to our Miniſters. That 


© Speech was both abſurd in Judgment, and ſlan- 
derous in Uttering; as though by the Miniſters 
of the Word we were loth to hear of our Sins, 
© or reconcile ourſelves to God. The Second, 
© That it was an Imputation on Archbiſhops, Bi- 
© ſhops, &c. I am ſo far from blaming their Go- 
© vernment, that I renounce that Poſition, I am 
© very ſorry that the Strength of their Authority 
«© ftretcheth not ſo far as I could wiſh it in this 
© Point. But methinks this Law ſhould rather be 
© aCredit to the Miniſtry, that now we having 
gone to Church theſe forty-three Years ourſelves, 
© are ſo fervent in Religion, that we defire alſo 
© that others may do the like. I beſeech you, 
give me Leave to wipe off a Grievance, which, 
© it ſeems, the Gentleman that laſt ſpake imputeth 
© unto me. He hath made a Proteſtation that he 
© is no Papiſt : I appeal to you all if I ſaid he was, 
And I ſay he is no Puritan, if he be not a Papiſt; 
© for if ever there be a Puritan in England, it is a 
«© Papiſt. I learned of Dr. Humfrey, who was 
© ſometimes my Tutor, a Diviſion of four Sorts 
© of Puritans; iſt, The Catholick, which holds, 
© that a Man cannot fin after Baptiſm ; 2dly, The 
< Papiſt, which is ſuch a Merit-monger, that he 
© would not only fave himſelf by his own Merits, 
© but by the Merits of others alſo; a 3d Sort are 
© the Browniſts or Family of Love, a Sect too 
© well known in England, I would they had never 
© ſo been; the 4th and laſt Sort, are your Evan- 
© oelical Puritans, which inſiſt wholly upon Scrip- 
© tures as upon a ſure Ground; and of theſe I 
would we had many more than we now have. 
Dr. Bennet ſhewed, That there were 1300, 
© nay 1500 Recuiants in Yorkſhire, which he vouch- 
© ed, upon his Credit, were preſented both in the 
© Eccleſiaſtical Court, and before the Council at 
© York,” : | 
Sir Robert Yroth ſhewed, That he had a Pro- 
© yiſo ready ingroſſed, the Subſtance whereof was, 
That if any Man came eight Times a Year — 
« 
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© twice every Sunday and Holy day in his Houſe, 
© with his whole Family, that ſhould be a ſuffici- 
< ent Diſpenſation.” This was utterly miſliked : 
Yet divers, which were defirous to overthrow the 
Bill, went forth with the Proviſo, becauſe they 
would have it joined with the Bill to overthrow it. 
Whereupon the Houſe was divided, and upon Di- 
viſion it appeared thus; Ayes 126, Noes 85. So 
the Proviſo paſs' d. Then it was put to the Que- 
ſtion for the Bill, but then divers Reaſons were 
ſhewed, Mr. Bond's two Reaſons of Prejudice to 


Miniſters and the Clergy, and the Danger by 


Breach of Charity ; that the Information was a 
Thing contrary to Magna Charta; that there might 
be a Convidion without Inquiry, 5 
Sir Walter Raleigh ſhewed, * That all the Church- 
© Wardens of every Shire muſt come to the Aſſizes 
© to give Information to the Grand Jury; fay then 
© there be 120 Pariſhes in a Shire, there muſt now 
< come extraordinary 240 Church-Wardens: And 
© ſay that but two in a Pariſh offend in a Quarter 
© of a Year, that makes 480 Perfons with the 
© Offenders to appear; what great Multitudes this 


© will bring together, what Quarrelling and Dan- 


© ger may happen, beſides giving. Authority to a 


© mean Church-Warden, how prejudicial this may 


© be, &c. with divers other Reaſons againſt it. 
As alſo ſome Ambiguities and Equivocations 


© therein; the Proviſo newly added being a. plain 
© Toleration from coming to Church; and that 


the Parſon could not preſent or conſtrain any if 
© they ſaid Service at Home.” 

So it was put the Queſtion, the Ayes went 
forth and were 105, and the Noes within 106; 
but then the Ayes ſaid they bad Mr. Speaker's, 
which would make it even. And then it grew to 
a Queſtion, whether he had a Voice. Sir Edward 
Hobbie, who was of the Aye Side, ſaid, That 


© when her Majeſty had given us Leave to chufe 


© our Speaker, ſhe gave us Leave to chuſe one 
* out of our own Number, and not a Stranger; 2 
Vol. IV: Ii « Citizen 
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Citizen of London and a Member; and therefore 
© he hath x Voice.“ To which it was anſwered 
by Sir Walter Raleigh, and confirmed by the Speaker 
himſelf, © That he was forecloſed of his Voice by 
© taking that Place, which it had pleaſed them to 
< impote upon him; and that he was to be indiffe- 
© rent for both Parties: And -withal ſhewed, that, 
< by Order of the Houſe, the Bill was loſt.” | 
Mr. Bowyer ſaid, * I think it not loſt, for there 


'© hath been foul and great Abuſe offered in this 


Matter. A Gentleman that would willingly go 
© forth according to his Conſcience, was pulled 
© back: Though I much reverence my Maſters of 
© the Temple, and am bound to our Benchers of 
© the Midale-Temple, yet if it will pleaſe the Houſe, 
© and you Mr. Speaker, to command me to name 
him, I will.” The greater Voice ſaid No; yet 
Mr. Secretary Cecil willed him to name him, and 
he ſaid, © It was Mr. Dale of the Middle-Temple.* - 

Sir Malter Raleigh. * Why, if it pleaſe you, 
© it is a ſmall Matter to pull one by the Sleeve, for 
© ſo I have done rayſelf oftentimes.” (And 
loud Speech and Stir there was in the Houſe.) 

Mr. Comptroller (after Silence) ſaid, It is a 
© moſt intolerable Diſorder. I think the Offence 
© is a heinous Offence, both againſt God and this 
© Aſſembly. For the firſt, in that every Man is 
© to go according to his Conſcience, and- not by 
© Compulſion ; and for the other Gentleman, Sir 
Malter Raleigh, that faid he had often done the 
© like, I think he may be aſhamed of it; for large 
© is his Conſcience, if in a Matter of ſo great Con- 
© ſequence he will be drawn either forwards or 
© backwards by the Sleeve; and I think it ſo hein- 
© ous, that he deſerves to anſwer it at the Bar 
(meaning Mr. Dale, but becauſe Sir Walter Ra- 
© leigh was laſt named, it was taken to be meant 
© of him.) 

Mr. Secretary Cecil, I am ſorry to ſee this 
© Diſorder, and little do you know how for Diſ- 
© order this Parliament is taxed, I am ſorry. I can- 


not ſay ſlandered. I had hoped as this Parlia- 
\ ment 
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© ment began gravely and with Judgment, ſo we Queen Elizabeth- 


© ſhould have ended modeſtly, and, at leaſt, with 
© Diſcretion. I proteſt I have a Libel in my Pocket 
© againſt the Proceedings of this Parliament. The 
© Offence which the Gentleman that laſt ſpake, 
© ſpoke of, I confeſs is great and puniſhable ; and 
© this I with may be inflicted on him, that he 
© whoſe Voice may be drawn either forwards or 
< backwards by the Sleeve, like a Dog in a String, 
© may be no more of this Houſe; and I wiſh for 
© his Credit's Sake he would not. But that it 

$ ſhould be fo great to be called to the Bar, I fee 
| © no Reaſon; neither do I know why any in this 
* Houſe ſhould ſpeak fo imperiouſly, as to have a 
Gentleman of his Place and (Quality (pointing to 
« Sir Walter Raleigh) called to the Bar, I ſee no 
© Reaſon for it: For the Matter itſelf, the Nees 
were 106, and the Ayes 105, the Speaker hath 
no Voice; and though I am ſorry to ſay it, yet 
£1 muſt needs confeſs, loft it is, and farewel it.“ 
And fo the Houſe roſe confuſedly. 


December 16. A Bill concerning Captains, Sol- 
diers, and Mariners, was read the ſecond Time; 
and, by reaſon of the Generality of the Bill, it was 


much acepted againſt by Sir Walter Raleigh, and 
others. | 


Mr. Glaſcoct ſaid, Mr. Speaker, I have ſome- 
© thing touching this Bill to deliver to the Houſe, 
© in Diſcharge of my Conſcience. And I do hum- 
© bly and heartily pray you all, to hear me patient- 
© ly and quietly, without Interruption. 

© have been obſerved, Mr. Speaker, to be an 
© Enemy to Juſtices of the Peace, and to have ſpo- 
© ken irreverently, and much againſt them: For 
my own Part, I mind now to make 1ny laſt 
Speech for this Parliament, and this Proteſtation 
© withal : That I never uſed any irreverent Lan- 
© guage towards thoſe, whoſe Honeſty joined with 
© their Authority, and make themſelves famous, 
© under the Title of upright Juſtices. My Speech 
© wis never uttered againſt them, but againſt two 
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© Commiſſion of Muſters; (for all within the 
County, are authorized generally by the Word 
© Juſtices) by whom I would be loth to be yoak- 
© ed, or commanded, The firſt is, the * 
£ cumciſed Juſtice of Peace; the other, the Adul- 
© terating Juſtice of Peace. 

© The Uncircumciſed Juſtice is he, who from 
© baſe Stock and Lineage, by his Wealth, is gotten 
„to be within the Commiſſion. And I call him 
© Uncircumciſed, becauſe he hath not cut off the 
© Foreſkin of his Offences; and ſo by his Virtue, 
* wiped away the Blot or Stain of Baſeneſs in his 
© Birth and Lineage. | | 

© The Adulterating Juſtice is he, that is a Gen- 
© tleman-born, virtyous, diſcreet, and wiſe; yet 
© poor and needy, And fo only for his Virtues 
© and Qualities, put into the Commiſion. This 
© Man, I hold unfit to be a Juſtice, though I think 
© him to be a good Member in the Common- 
© Wealth. Becauſe, I hold this for a Ground in- 
© fallible, That no poor Man ought to be in Au- 
© thority; my Reaſon is this, he will ſo bribe you, 
© and extort you, that the ſweet Scent of Riches 
© and Gain, takes away and confoundeth the true 
© Taſte of Juſtice and Lauit For the Scripture 
* ſaith, Munera excœcant Ocules uſlorum ; and 
© Juſtice is never impriſoned and ſuppreſſed, but 
© by Bribery. And ſuch kind of Miniſters I ſpeak 
of. And I call him an Adulterating Juſtice 
© becauſe, look how many Bribes he taketh, ſo 
© many Baſtards he begets to the Common-Wealth. 

© Then let us ſee, whence theſe Juſtices do 
© come, and how they be made. It cannot be 
© denied, but all Juſtices are made by the Lord 
© Keeper; then he is in Fault, and none elſe. For 
© my own Opinion I have ever held him to be a 
e Man both honourable, grave, and wiſe; ſo juſt, 
© that never was the meaneſt Subject ſo wronged 
© that he ever complained. . 

© Therefore, his Juſtice cannot be taxed, Aye, 
* but his Care may, for he only maketh 3 1 
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The which the Lord Keeper anſwered thus in Queen Elizabeth; 
Effect. Firſt, as touching her Majeſty's proceed- 
© ings in the Laws for her Royal Aſſent, that 
< ſhould be as God ſhould direct her Sacred Spirit. The Lord Keep- 


< Secondly, For your Preſentation of four Subſidies er's Anſwer, 


© and Eight Fifteenths and Tenths; Thirdly, 
© your humble Thankfulneſs for the Pardon, for 
© them and yourſelf; I will deliver her Majeſty's 
© Commandment with what Brevity I may, that 
© I be not tedious to my moſt gracious Sovereign. 
© Firſt ſhe ſaith, touching your Proceeding in the 
Matter of her Prerogative, that ſhe is perſuaded _ 
Subjects did never more dutifully; and that ſhe 
© underſtood you did but obiter touch her Prero- 
© gative, and no otherwiſe but by humble Petition 
F and therefore, that Thanks that a Prince may 
1 give to her Subjects, ſhe willingly yieldeth: 
But ſhe now well perceiveth, that private Re- 
© ſpects are privately maſqued under public Pre- 
© tence. Secondly, touching the Preſentation of 
© your Subſidy, ſhe ſpecially regardeth two Things, 
C 1994 the —— and the Manner; for the 
< frſt, ſhe fell into Commendations of the Com- 
© monalty; for the ſecond, the Manner, which 
© was ſpeedy, not by Perſuaſion or perſuaſive In- 
* ducements, but freely out of Duty with great 
Contentment. In the Thing which ye have 
granted, her Majeſty greatly commendeth your 
© Confidence and Judgment; and though it be 
© not proportionable to her Occaſions, yet ſhe moſt 
© thankfully receiveth the ſame as a loving and 
« thankful Prince; and that no Prince was ever 
© more unwilling to exact or receive any thing 
© from the Subject than ſhe, our moſt gracious 
Sovereign; for we all know ſhe never was a 
© greedy Graſper nor ſtrait- handed Keeper; and 
© therefore ſhe commanded me to ſay, that you 
© have done (and fo ſhe taketh it) dutifully, plen- 
© tifully and thankfully.” 
For yourfelf, Mr. Speaker, her Majeſty com- 
* manded me to ſay, that you have proceeded 
| with 
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Queen Elizabeth. © with ſuch Wiſdom and Difcretion, that it is 
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© much to your Commendations; and that none 
© before you hath deſerved more. 

And ſo he ended, after an Admonition given to 
© the Juftices of the Peace, That they would not 
£ deſerve the Epithets of prolling Juftices, Juſti- 
© ces of Quarrels, whe counted Champerty good 


© Chevelance, Sinning Juſtices who do ſuck and 


© conſume the Wealth and Good of the Common, 
< Wealth; and alſo againſt thoſe who lie (if not 
< all the Year, yet) at leaſt three Quarters of the 
© Year in this City of London. 


The Parliament After all this, and the Queen's Royal Aſſent 


Ciliviy' us, 


The Death of 
the Queen: 


2 to nineteen Public Acts and ten Private, the 


rd Keeper, by her Majeſty's Command, diſ- 
ſolv'd this Parliament. 


We have now done with the laſt Parliament of 
Queen Elizabeth, which ſhe ſurviv'd only about 
two Years, dying in a good old Age, at her Manor 
of Richmond, March the 24th, Anno 1603, in the 
44th Year of her Reign ; which Day, being Thur/- 
day, old Stowe makes this whimſical Remark : That 
it was a Day of the Week fatal to Henry VIII, and 
all his Poſterity: For he died on Thurſday Fanu- 
ary the 28h; King Edward, on Thurſday the 6th 
of July; Queen Mary, on Thurſday the 17th of 
November; and Queen Elizabeth, on Thurſday, 
March the 24th. 

This Queen was the firſt that ſuppreſs'd all Man- 
ner of baſe Money in England, and reduced the 
Engliſb Coin into Gold and Silver. —In her Reign, 
conſidering the great Extent of it, were fewer 
Parliaments than in any of her immediate Prede- 
ceſſors. In the Courſe of Forty-four Years, ſhe 
had but nine or ten Parliaments which fat to do 
Buſineſs ; and ſhe kept one near eleven Years, by 
a Multityde of Prorogations, with very few Sef- 
ſions in it.— But then the Speeches and Debates, 
in moſt of theſe Parliaments, are more amply pre- 
ſerved than in any before. By which the Reader 


of ENGLAND. ⁊oy 
is entertained with the Sentiments and politic Views Queen Elizabeth 
of all the greateſt Stateſmen, Courtiers, and Anti- 1601. 
Courtiers of that Age, as near as poſſible, in their 
own Words and Expreſſions.—Beſides, The 
Character of the Queen herſelf, will better appear 
by her Conduct, Meſſages and Speeches to her 
Parliaments, than in any other View whatſoever, 
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